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The Vittoria Booster Newsletter is published twice a year by The Vittoria & District Foundation for its Members and Supporters.

website: http://www.vittoria.on.ca e-mail: twilac@kwic.com
A n before a person’s name indicates that he or she
is a member of The Vittoria & District Foundation.

Milestone Birthdays Celebrated
nF r a n k F e t h 7 5 y e a r s o n M a y 2 2
Harold Jarvis 75 years on June 7
nAd a Cas s e l t on 8 5 y e ars on J u n e 1 5
nJim Cruise 80 years on June 26
Bertha Vangroningen 75 years on July 23
nNorah Moore 85 years on August 2
Helen Melville 75 years on August 6
nLowell Brown 85 years on August 24
nMarion Macaulay 80 years on August 28
nHelen Colombus 80 years on September 27
nMarion Maxwell 80 years on October 12
nMary Smith 75 years on October 22
nDonald Ames 75 years on November 21
nBill Tarvit 75 years on November 24
nEugene Howden 75 years on December 8
OVER 90 CLUB
Audrey Bingleman 92 years on April 15
Mary Hamilton 95 years on August 2
Reta Caswell 95 years on October 3
Ruth Windus 93 years on October 9
nC l a r a B i n g l e m a n 1 0 6 y e a r s o n O c t o b e r 1 6
Mary Kerry 91 years on December 5
Alfred Swing 91 years on December 13
Frances Walsh 95 years on December 19
nFlorence Stephens 90 years on December 30

In Memoriam
Danny Ghesquiere æ 64 on March 1
Joseph (Joey} Lopes æ 3 on May 4
Barbara Joan (Atchison) Stanley æ 64 on May 6
Rose Romanowsky æ 82 on May 10
Reinhard Schlect on May 12
nGeorge Ray Sommers æ 80 on May 13
Violet Marguerite (Lounsbury) Gropp æ 88 on May 27
Ina (Jewell) Zihal on May 27
nJames Arthur Robinson æ 95 on May 31
Brian Clemens Black æ 64 on June 1
Raymond Douglas (Doug) Melville æ 76 on June 22
Mathew Douglas Melville æ 11 on July 5
Richard Neville Anderson æ 65 on July 7
Gordon Walter Astles æ 78 on July 17
Marjorie Schott æ 85 on August 11
Alicja Jakubiec æ 78 on August 12
Charles Racz æ 95 on August 21
Marion Lenore (Laidman) Wilks æ 84 on August 28
Lyle Lloyd æ 64 on September 14
Frank Steven Antony Antal Sr. æ 78 in September
David Cotton æ 58 on October 3
Alouise Joyce (Nellie) Fralick æ 75 on October 5
Harold Jack Earls æ 85 on October 8
John Koopman æ 80
Annie (Kuchar) Cymbalisty æ 90 on October 14
Georgina “Faye” Bennett æ 88 on October 17
Donald Ray Harris on October 26
Lily Elizabeth Austin æ 84 on October 30
Derek Jeffery Allan Burke (infant) on November 8
Evelyn Beatrice Randall æ 88 on November 8
James Walter (Jim) Boughner æ 56 on November 12
nRuth Mary Ann Hodgson æ 83 on December 1
Douglas Lee Shepherd æ 54 on December 8
Rev. Robert J. Davis on December 19
Helen E. (Kendall) Smith æ 95 on December 22
Elizabeth (Annie) Smith æ 72 on December 25
Herbert Walter Baguley æ 89 on December 26

Milestone Anniversaries Celebrated
nR u t h a n d nJ o h n C l a y t o n 5 0 y e a r s o n M a y 1 4
Eileen and Ernie Henderson 50 years on June 5
Carol and Doug Smith 45 years on July 23
nB e t t y a n d nHoward Goode 50 years on August 1
nR u t h a n d nArthur Loughton 50 years on August 6
nMaebelle and nDoug Cruickshank 50 years on August 13
nM a d a l in e a n d G a r n e t W i l s o n 4 0 y e a r s o n A u g u s t 1 4
Iris and Fred Harris 55 years on August 19
nI r e n e a n d nJim Simmons 40 years on October 9
nLenore and nRoss Broughton 55 years on October 10
nC h a r l o t t e a n d nJohn Donaldson 50 years on October 22
OVER 60 CLUB
nMuriel and nTom Millar 60 years on August 3
Jean and Keith Turner 65 years on August 10
nViolet and nCharles Monroe 63 years on August 23
Irene and Bill Nicoll 65 years on September 17
nEva and Alfred Swing 60 years on November 10
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Farewell to Ruth ... Clara reaches 106!
visited shut-ins,” Leona said.
Besides her daughter, Ruth is survived by a son Brian
and a granddaughter in Scotland. She is also survived by
several nieces and nephews and her friend and caregiver
Sheila Racz .

Ruth Hodgson was a longtime
Postmistress in Vittoria
Adapted from an article by Chris Thomas in the Simcoe Reformer

A long serving former postmistress of Vittoria was also
involved in community and church organizations.
nRuth Hodgson died December 1st at the Norfolk
General Hospital. She was 83.
Ruth served as postmistress for about 25 years. She
assumed the position after arriving in the village from
Dunnville with her husband Keith. She took over from
nRoger Cruickshank .
“Back in those days, the post master was responsible for
providing their own premises,” Roger recalled.
“Ruth took over a small building downtown, but several
years later the federal government finally constructed a
permanent post office for Vittoria.
“Being post master required quite a commitment” Roger
said. “You had to maintain confidentiality and work with the
rural route contractors.”
Leona Oakes was the rural route contractor with her
husband Harvey, for almost 50 years.
“Ruth was a wonderful post mistress,” she said. “She was
always under control and you had to have a thick skin
because of all the complaints when people felt they didn’t get
their mail.”
Ruth was active in the community and particularly with
her church.
Her daughter, nLynda Anstee, said her mother belonged
to the United Church Women, Women’s Institute and the
Lamport Club, a seniors’ organization.
Lynda said her mother knew everyone in the Vittoria
area.
“The post office was the hub of Vittoria,” she said.
“Everyone would come in and just chat.”
Lynda recalled that when her mother and father moved to
Vittoria, they didn’t settle in one home for very long. In total,
she said her mother lived in five homes “and we joked there
were only six in all Vittoria.”
Leona Oakes, who lived just down the street from Ruth,
said she was a “wonderful neighbour.”
“She liked to drive daily just to see the country and often

At 105 she’s opening a new
beginning
nClara

Adapted from an article by Kate Schwass in the Simcoe Reformer

Bingleman never expected to be at Cedarwood
Gardens to cut the ribbon, officially opening an expansion to
the retirement home.
“I didn’t plan to be here,” she said, sitting in the
expanded dining room. “I expected to hop off when I was 80,
but it didn’t happen.”
Clara is Norfolk’s oldest resident. At 106 she has lived at
Cedarwood Gardens for nearly eight years. “I’m satisfied with
it,” she said when asked how she likes her home.

Clara is not one to mince words. In 1916 when she was
16 years old, she left her home in Walsh to attend business
college in Ottawa. She lived with her aunt and uncle for a
few years until she started working.
“I ran my own show after that,” she said. She worked in
the Prime Minister’s Office during the Second World War as
the secretary for Walter Turnbull, who was Principal
Secretary for Prime Minister Mackenzie King. She said she
didn’t see King often and only took dictation for him once,
but said he was a nice man.
When asked if she still follows politics, she shook her
head.
“Government changes and if you’re smart, you don’t talk
about it,” she said. She went from the PMO to work for the
deputy post-master.
In 1936 she built a cottage on the Ottawa River. When
she retired at 60, she spent every summer there until she
moved into Cedarwood Gardens when she was 98.
“Just before she came in here she spent the entire
summer at the cottage by herself,” Clara’s niece nFrances
-2-

Congratulations!
Winter said.
Clara never married. When she retired, she returned to
Vittoria to live with her brother and his wife.
Clara was the perfect choice to cut the ribbon at
Cedarwood Gardens, owner Bill Jappy said. “When she
heard we were doing renovations, she said ‘I hope I’m around
to cut the ribbon,’” he said, laughing.
The retirement home went from 26 suites to 62. Bill
Jappy said they also expanded the dining room, activity
room, bath room and hair salon.
“We knew when we purchased it that we wanted to
expand it,” he said. Now, the new section is at 70 per cent
occupancy. “These types of places usually take over a year to
fill up, but not this one.”
nClara Bingleman smiled as she held the scissors to cut
the ribbon at the opening ceremonies on. When asked if she
was looking forward to her 106th birthday in October, she
just shrugged and said “we’ll see how I do.”

James, who recently stepped down as Artistic Director of
the National Ballet of Canada, is now that organization’s
Resident Choreographer. He was appointed Artistic Director
in 1996 and during his directorship created four full-length
and seven one-act ballets for the National Ballet
The Order of Canada was established in 1967 to
recognize outstanding achievement and service in various
fields of human endeavour. It is this country’s highest
honour for lifetime achievement.
James was recognized for his achievements in the field of
dance, particularly ballet. On his resignation as Artistic
Director of the National Ballet, David Banks, Chair of the
Board of the dance company said, “nJames Kudelka’s nine
years have been an extraordinary era for the National Ballet
of Canada. He has created a signature repertoire for the
company and is leaving an astonishing legacy of more than
30 works, many his own. Dazzling pieces such as ‘The Four
Seasons’ have impressed critics and audiences alike, putting
the company back on the world stage. We are touring once
again and the quality of our productions has positioned us
securely among the highest echelons of today’s ballet
companies, where we belong. In leading our artistic
renaissance, nJames Kudelka has built a strong ensemble
of dancers that has delighted people far and wide, ensuring a
strong artistic platform for the company’s future.”
James was born and raised in Newmarket, but moved to
Vittoria 15 years ago. His affiliation with the National Ballet
of Canada has resulted in a much-sought-after opportunity
to dance with the company in ‘The Nutcracker’ being
auctioned off each year at the annual spaghetti dinner and
auction, one of the Vittoria & District Foundation’s largest
fundraisers.
Other well-known Canadians named to the Order of
Canada included Olympic speed skater Catriona LeMay
Doan, former British Columbia premier David Barrett, and
Steve Smith, widely known as Red Green.

Vittoria’s James Kudelka
named to Order of Canada
Adapted from an article by Marg Werden in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Her Excellency the Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson,
Governor General of Canada, recently announced 82 new
appointments to the Order of Canada. Among those
honoured was nJames Kudelka of Vittoria for his
contribution to the arts.

2005 Ontario Volunteer Service
Awards

The 2005 Ontario Volunteer Service Awards for the
Counties of Haldimand and Norfolk were presented on
Monday, November 14 at the Vittoria & District Community
Centre to approximately 125 recipients in recognition of their
years of volunteer service to a specific organization.
The Vittoria & District Foundation nominated six
volunteers (the maximum allowed in any year by any
organization). nPatricia Barker, nHelen Colombus,
nSusan Davidson, nRegina Lambert , nClair Smith , and
nGertrude Smith received certificates and pins for five
consecutive years of dedicated volunteer service to the V&DF
(each of them has actually served for about nine years, but
awards are presented only in multiples of 5 years).
In addition to the six volunteers nominated by The
Vittoria & District Foundation, two other V&DF members
were also recognized for volunteering for other worthwhile
local organizations:
nMarie Jose Maenhaut, 10 years for the Multicultural
Heritage Association of Norfolk
nEleanor Watt , 5 years for the Waterford & Townsend
Historical Society.
A delightful stand-up light reception was catered by
volunteers of the Vittoria Boosters under nLarry Cable’s
command.

James Kudelka has been a very strong supporter of the Vittoria & District
Foundation, being instrumental in securing prima ballerina Karen Kain’s
autographed ballet slippers for our first auction, and following up with
several donations of the much sought after Cannon dolls opportunities.

Ed. note – photos on pages 19 and 20
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Congratulations!
Ada Stenclik receives 2005
Outstanding Achievement
Award for Voluntarism
nAda

Adapted from an article by Marg Werden in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Stenclik may not be ready to give up volunteering
yet, but her doctor has advised her that it is time to slow
down.
“I used to do a lot more than I do now,” said the Vittoria
resident who was recently the recipient of an Outstanding
Achievement Award for Voluntarism in Ontario, one of only
17 people from across Ontario to receive the award this year.
“I have known nAda Stenclik all of my life and have
been her neighbour for forty years,” said nPatricia Barker
who supported the nomination of Ada for the award. “I have
been aware of her outstanding volunteer service and her
contributions to a great many organizations in Vittoria for
many years.”
Among the many organizations that have benefitted from
Ada’s hard work are soldiers serving in World War II, St.
Andrew’s United Church and Cemetery Board, Scouts and
Guides, Vittoria Women’s Institute, Vittoria Town Hall, Long
Point Foundation for Conservation, Norfolk General Hospital,
Order of the Eastern Star, Vittoria & District Community
Centre, Vittoria Bicentennial Celebration, Vittoria & District
Foundation, and Norfolk seniors.
The Outstanding Achievement Award for Voluntarism
recognizes extraordinary leadership, innovation and
creativity. Each year up to 20 awards are given to
individuals, organizations and businesses that have made
superlative contributions to their communities and province
through voluntary action.
Ada, who believed she was just receiving recognition for
her contributions to one of the many local organizations she
supports, was surprised by the honour she received. “I was
very surprised when my name was called for this special
honour,” she said. “When they began to recount what I have
done, I wondered if they had the right person in mind.” Ada
was the only volunteer at the Vittoria ceremony to receive the
prestigious award.
Volunteering to help in the community is something with
which she has grown up. “My mother always did it and we
always did it. If there was anything we could help with, we
did it. One of the things my mother always did was bake and
we always teased her that she baked and baked all day and
there was nothing here for us. My own children said the
same thing about me.”
nAda Stenclik believes that living in a rural community
has a lot to do with how much the residents volunteer.
“When you live out in the country, you don’t wait until
someone asks for help, you just do it.”
Living next to the Scout Hut in Vittoria, Ada said that her
children were always involved in Scouting and Guiding.
“When they needed to be taught skills such as sewing,
crocheting and knitting, I was there to help them out.”
Asked her opinion on the 40 hours of volunteering that
students are now required to complete before graduating
from secondary school, Ada said that people should not have
to be made to volunteer.
“They should automatically do it. People today are not
like when I grew up. We were just farmers who willingly gave
to those in need. We had no social nets to fall back on and
were more conscious of the needs of our neighbours. We all
pitched in together to help with planting in the spring and
harvesting in the fall. I don’t think people care about others

Ada Stenclik received an Outstanding Achievement Award for Voluntarism
from the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration in November, 2005.
The Award was presented by MPP Toby Barrett.
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Congratulations!
as much, now.”
nAda Stenclik , who raised six children, has passed her
love of volunteering on to those children. “My daughter,
Frances, always says is there is something to be done, let’s
get at it.”
nRoger Cruickshank , who nominated Ada for the award
said, “I am proud to nominate Mrs. Ada Stenclik for the
Outstanding Achievement Award for Voluntarism in Ontario.
Her achievement was initiated more than 65 years ago, but
will not be completed as long as her health allows her to
continue.”

War Effort
One of Ada’s first contributions occurred when, as a young
mother, she contributed to the war effort of World War II by
sewing garments and knitting sweaters for the soldiers
serving overseas.
St. Andrew’s United Church
Ada has been a lifelong dedicated member of St. Andrew’s
Church in the village, As a teenager and young adult, she
was the church pianist. She was in charge of the Ways and
Means Committee of the United Church Women (UCW), and
when the church was closed for a 9-year hiatus, she was
very instrumental in organizing bake sales, yard sales,
suppers and cookbook sales to repair, renovate and re-open
the church. Largely through the efforts of Ada and other
UCW members, the church was able to re-open in 1975,
and for the ensuing three decades, Ada has continued to
support the church fundraisers with her contributions of
baked goods for bake sales and cake walks, and food for
suppers or funeral receptions.
St. Andrew’s United Cemetery Board
Ada has served as Treasurer of the Cemetery Board for
decades, and still capably handles their finances. She helps
with the planning for the annual Decoration Day and
Memorial service.
Scouts and Guides
Ada served on a committee which helped establish a Scout
House and the Scouting movement in the community. She
helped specifically with the interior design and decorating,
and committed herself to the successful operation of the
Scout House.
She gave sewing, knitting and craft instructions to the Girl
Guides and Brownies, and provided transportation for them
to locations in the township to deliver Girl Guide cookies and
peanuts. She volunteered to chaperone a Guide excursion
to Expo 67. She also chaperoned youth dances at the Scout
House.
Vittoria Women’s Institute
Ada made clothing and participated in the village Fashion
show, and has helped with the W.I.’s fundraising rummage,
bake and yard sales. She was instrumental in presenting a
series of community concerts in the Town Hall, and she
acted as the costume committee for these productions.
Renovations at the Old Town Hall
When the 100-year old Town Hall seemed destined for the
wrecker’s ball in the 1970's, Ada was one of a small group
which rallied around to not only save the building from
destruction, but to perform a number of renovations
designed to make it more comfortable
Long Point Foundation for Conservation
For many years Ada contributed her beautifully hand-crafted
items to fundraising auctions in support of the Conservation
movement.
Norfolk General Hospital
She continued to support the Hospital by knitting, sewing
and crafting many items for the Hospital Gift Shop to sell.
Order of the Eastern Star
For many years Ada has been an active and supportive
member of this lodge, which financially supports the
Canadian Cancer Society, the Multiple Sclerosis Society,
Heart and Stroke Society and several other charities. She
participated cheerfully in their fundraising efforts at teas and
bake sales.
Building of the Vittoria & District Community Centre
Ada was a strong supporter of the fundraising activities
when the Vittoria & District Community Centre was built in

(Editor’s Note: The Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and
Immigration each year presents a limited number of Outstanding
Achievement Awards for Voluntarism in Ontario. These awards pay
tribute to the individuals, non-profit organizations or businesses
which have made exceptional contributions to their communities.
The volunteer contributions of the recipients serve to touch and
inspire others by the example they set.)
NOMINATION FOR THE OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD FOR VOLUNTARISM IN ONTARIO
Submitted to the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship & Immigration by Roger Cruickshank

Preamble
In most small rural communities, you will almost certainly
find a number of “community volunteers”. These are
individuals who love to volunteer, who don’t limit their
beneficence to a single or a few organizations, and who give
freely and cheerfully of their time, their talent, and
themselves to the betterment of the entire community in
which they reside. Such individuals are worthy of recognition
because of their extraordinary achievements as community
builders and improvers of the quality of life in their local
communities.
The Nominee
It is my pleasure and privilege to nominate one such
individual, Mrs. Ada Stenclik for The Outstanding
Achievement Award for Voluntarism in Ontario. I am 70
years of age and have been Ada’s neighbour all of my life,
so I guess you could say I’ve known her for 70 years
(although I didn’t know much about anything for the first few
years). I do know that her influence has been widespread,
and by her example, she has been a positive influence on a
great many younger community members. She walked the
walk.
Ada Stenclik was born on January 10, 1915 in a frame
farmhouse on the outskirts of Vittoria, Ontario. She is now a
90-year old lady, still feisty, and she still contributes
hand-crafted items and home-baked goods to a variety of
fundraising activities by numerous organizations within our
area.
Her parents were instrumental in helping her develop a
strong philosophy of community service, as the family
helped raise money to establish and build the Norfolk
General Hospital in nearby Simcoe. They also provided
leadership in maintaining the Vittoria Town Hall, Vittoria
Public School and St. Andrew’s United Church.
Their dedication to their community and its citizens must
have rubbed off on Ada. She has been a life-long community
volunteer. Her volunteer service has spanned more than 65
years, and has not been on behalf of one single, particular
organization, but rather it has been a community-wide
dedication of her time and her talent. She was the type of
volunteer who preferred to work quietly behind the scenes,
rather than seek the spotlight and a high profile.
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Congratulations!
1988.
Vittoria Bicentennial Celebration
Ada co-chaired the Cookbook Committee which solicited
from members of the community their favourite “down-home”
recipes, from which they produced an outstanding cookbook
which was a significant fundraiser to help finance the 200th
Anniversary Celebrations of the settling of Vittoria, marked in
1996. Herself an excellent cook, she has donated many,
many items of home-prepared food and baked goods to
various community activities.
Ada also served on the Bicentennial’s Homecoming
Committee and other miscellaneous committees.
The Vittoria & District Foundation
Ada is a Founding Member of the Foundation, and every
year contributes beautiful hand-crafted items to their
fundraising auction. Less than a month ago, she completed
and donated 2 hand-stitched decorator pillows which sold in
the Silent Auction and brought $48 into the coffers of the
Foundation.
Craft Instructor for Seniors
For several years, Ada taught crafts to Seniors at Norview
Lodge, and Port Dover and Simcoe Seniors’ Centres. Often,
she was older than several of the “seniors” she was
instructing.
Living History Resource Person
As one of the most senior residents of Vittoria, and one with
a sharp mind and memory, Ada has unselfishly provided
historical information to many people seeking knowledge
about the history of the area.
Volunteering
Ada learned from her parents and helped them achieve. She
has taught her family what she learned, and in doing so, she
has raised a family of volunteers - her six children, and their
children, and soon, their children’s children. Through her
life-long example and personal demonstration, she has
instilled in them her volunteer philosophy and community
spirit of giving. She has gently recruited their participation,
and they have learned to appreciate and value the
irresistible power of voluntarism. She continues to strive
diligently to make the place in which we live a better place
than it was when she found it.
Conclusion
What makes this an outstanding achievement? There can
be absolutely no doubt that the depth and the breadth of her
65 years plus of ongoing involvement and volunteer service
has provided an exceptional contribution to the quality of life
in this community. Her living example has provided
encouragement to other volunteers who view her as a
mentor.
Folks who live in urban areas often are not aware of the
great dependence in the rural areas, hamlets and villages on
community volunteers to provide the amenities of life. Every
small community needs a squadron of volunteers. Some can
contribute more than others.
I am proud to nominate Mrs. Ada Stenclik for The
Outstanding Achievement Award for Voluntarism in Ontario.
Her achievement was initiated more than 65 years ago, but
will not be completed as long as her health allows her to
continue.

The Vittoria & District
Foundation announces its 2005
Scholarship recipient
Press Release by Jim Wies

The Vittoria & District Foundation is very pleased to
announce the recipient of the ninth annual Vittoria &
District Foundation Scholarship.
The scholarship programme is intended to recognize
scholastic and extra-curricular achievement and to provide
financial assistance to young people of Vittoria and the
surrounding rural district who are entering their first year of
post-secondary education.␣ The applications submitted were
studied and assessed by the selection committee, consisting
of␣nDon Fort, nLinda Vancso and nMarian Bezzo.
The 2005 Scholarship Award of $2,000 has been awarded
to Cassie (Cassandra) Wever of R.R. #3 Langton, Ontario.␣
After completing Grades 9 and 10 at Delhi District
Secondary School, she graduated from Simcoe Composite
School this year. The principal of SCS, R. J. Foster,
describes Cassie as “an outstanding young woman”. He goes
on to say: “It would be difficult to think of a student better
able to combine excellent academic ability with a high level
of participation in extra-curricular activities and a desire to
lend service to others.”
Cassie’s credentials and pursuits speak for themselves.␣
She has achieved over 80% in each of her years at high
school, receiving proficiency awards in mathematics,
languages, sciences and humanities along the way.␣ In fact,
her 2003 SAT score ranked her in the top 4% in Canada and
the U.S.
Cassie’s school activities are many and diverse.␣ She has
been particularly active in women’s soccer, having competed
at the provincial level; she was also captain of her high
school team.␣ Her sporting interests don’t stop there,
however; she was also on the cross-country, wrestling,
badminton and track-and-field teams.␣ Her volunteer work is
equally impressive.␣ She was Treasurer of Student
Crimestoppers, a member of UNICEF and a member of the
Heal The World Club, to name but a few.␣ As though her
schedule isn’t full enough, she also enjoys running,
canoeing, reading and writing.

Nomination by Roger Cruickshank

Cassie Wever (left) was presented with a framed certificate and a
cheque for $2,000 from Scholarship Selection Committee member
Linda Vancso and co-chair Don Fort as the recipient of the 2005
Vittoria & District Foundation Scholarship.

In 2005, Harold Jarvis and Stan Voigt were
awarded their 50 year pins by the Masonic Lodge.
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Cairn at the Mill Pond
With this comprehensive range of expertise and
experience in tow, Cassie will be studying at the University of
Guelph for the next four years to obtain a Bachelor of Arts &
Sciences Degree.␣ She plans to pursue a career “through
which she can help others” as she puts it, most likely in the
medical profession.␣ However, some time spent immersed in
post-secondary education will provide her with a more
specific vision of where she sees her education taking her.␣
There is no doubt that someone with the abilities, conviction
and strong work ethic such as Cassie’f’s, she will come to
realize whatever she sets out to accomplish.

Vittoria Mill cairn unveiled

At a brief ceremony on Sunday, May 29, 2005, a cairn
and plaque were unveiled near the Vittoria mill pond dam.
Master of ceremonies for the brief program was The Vittoria
& District Foundation’s Heritage Committee co-chair nDon
Fort, who presented a few brief remarks:
“On behalf of the Vittoria and District Foundation I would like
to welcome everyone to the unveiling and dedication of the
Vittoria Mill cairn.
The Foundation felt a permanent memorial to commemorate
Vittoria’s reason for existence was necessary.
This monument was designed and the plaque composed by
Jim Wies, co-chair of the Heritage committee of the Vittoria
and District Foundation.
Warner Martin, stone mason, utilized field stones gathered
locally to construct this cairn to Jim’s specifications.
The monument is a permanent dedication to Vittoria’s oldest
and longest operating mill site.
John Gustin was first deeded this site in 1798 and became
the first to utilize the water’s energy generated by the dam,
building a grist mill and saw mill which was operational by
1803. This grist mill ceased operation before the war of
1812. In 1847, Henry Anderson erected an impressive five
story mill and distillery which operated until 1909 when fire
leveled it, ignited by a pot of boiling linseed oil being heated
to treat the paddles on the water wheel. The last mill was
operated for over 30 years by Ellwood Smith from 1919 to

Descendants of the first owner (John Gustin) and the final owner (Elwood
Smith) pose by the newly unveiled Cairn below the Vittoria Mill pond. From
the left, Kevin Beagle and Alice Beagle (Gustin family), Pauline Saracuse,
Clair Smith, Ken Smith and Doug Smith (children of Elwood Smith).

1952, and in 1957 the mill pond, and adjacent property was
sold to the Big Creek Conservation Authority which later
became the Long Point Conservation Authority.”

␣
Don then introduced a number of speakers who brought
brief greetings, congratulations and reminiscences: Jim
Oliver, general manager of the Long Point Conservation
Authority; MPP Toby Barrett; nDean Morrison, area
councilor for Norfolk County Ward 4; and nTom Haskett,
chairman of the Vittoria Boosters Committee.
Don then offered the opportunity for anyone else present
who would like to share a comment or an anecdote about
what they remember about the mill site, swimming off the
dam, smoking behind the mill, parking at the carding mill
bridge, etc.
He concluded the official ceremony by thanking the
participating speakers and everyone who attended.

Cairn a reminder of Vittoria’s
past
Adapted from an article by Vicki Hartlen in the Times-Reformer

More than 50 people gathered for the unveiling and
dedication of the Vittoria Mill Cairn, honouring the early
settlers and former owners of the grist and saw mill.
The stone cairn was commissioned by the Vittoria &
District Foundation, and the project was completed in
conjunction with the Long Point Region Conservation
Authority. It is located at Vittoria’s old mill pond on Mill
Pond Road.
“We had debated three locations for a possible site,” said
nRoger Cruickshank, secretary for the Foundation. “All
three sites had significant meaning. We chose to stick to the
mill pond because that’s where the former mill used to be.”
The cairn was created to honour those early settlers and
later inhabitants who operated the saw and grist mill.
“The mills played a vital role in the development of
Vittoria,” said nDon Fort, co-chair of the Foundation’s
Heritage Committee. “People who come now may not have
even known we had one, but we did.”

Pauline (Smith) Saracuse, daughter of the last operator of the Vittoria mill
and Alice (Gustin) Beagle, a direct descendant of the first operator, prepare
to unveil the cairn and commemorative plaque at the Vittoria Mill site.
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Having collected and learned the relationship of
community and mill through a book published in 1996, Don
said it became obvious something had to be done to
recognize this.
“The mill may have been gone for 40 years, but the
memories live on,” said Don. “The memories live on through
future generations of former mill owners, such as the
Gustin, Tisdale, Neal, Schram and Smith families who were
all invited to attend.”
“A fair number of the families came out,” said Don. “They
stood and talked and shared memories about the mill and
their experiences there.”
The cairn itself stands more than 6 feet tall and was built
by Warner Martin, who used local fieldstones, some being
pulled from the nearby stream, to construct the cairn.
“Thanks to the help of the Long Point Region
Conservation Authority, who allows us to erect this on their
property and also laid the foundation, we were able to get
this done,” said Roger. “This was something some members
of the foundation have wanted to do for years, so it’s nice to
see it come to completion.
A bronze plaque mounted on the cairn helps tell its
history.
“We had questioned whether the plaque was too wordy,
but we knew that each sentence and each change of
ownership of the mill was important to include for the
history of the mill,” said Roger.
“This is going to be a permanent reminder of the mills
that helped build Vittoria,” added Don.
The following is the complete text of the bronze plaque
mounted on the stone cairn:

WI Calendar Girls turn over
$42,000 to Cat Scan Campaign
Adapted from an article by Samantha Craggs in the Simcoe Reformer

At first, Marian Austin wasn’t sure how she felt about
being naked outdoors.
The 68-year-old member of the Norfolk District Women’s
Institute went to a Marburg farm, where she gathered her
considerable bravery to pose for photographer Mary Etta
McGraw.
“You’re very brave until it comes time to do it,” said the
Waterford woman, also a director for the southern region of
the Federated Women’s Institutes of Ontario (FWIO).
“When you’re in the doctor’s office, you have four walls
closing you in. I just kept thinking that it was for the CAT
scan.” Marian posed wearing a hat, gloves, pearls and
holding a tea cup, winking at the stereotype that Women’s
Institutes revolve around chatting and making tea. She was
Miss May in what is now known as “The Calendars” — where
local women’s institute members were photographed
undressed but tastefully.
The fundraiser for Norfolk General Hospital’s Year of the
CAT campaign was launched last June. Marian, like the rest
of the calendar girls, was “ecstatic” to help hand over a
cheque for $42,000 on Monday. She says it shows that the
WI — the organization responsible for achievements such as
bread ties, listing ingredients on food and flashing lights on
school buses — is as vital as ever.
Pauline Rockefeller, Norfolk District WI president and
Miss April, says there was no shortage of models. Some have
volunteered if the group ever wants to do another. The
photographs were tasteful, which put her at ease.
“You can see more at the beach in Port Dover,” she said.
Projects such as the calendar help increase the visibility of
the organization and show it as forward thinking rather than
behind the times, says Elsie Stephenson, FWIO president.
There is a recruitment drive for new members, particularly
young ones.
“It helps people to see it’f’s not a tea party. This is doing
real work for the community,” she said. “We’ve always been
an advocate for women and their families.”
Cleda Yachetti, president of the Hamilton Area WI, says
while there was some controversy, it furthers the
organization’s Mary Stewart Collect — “Teach us to put into
action our better impulses straightforward and unafraid.”
“In today’s society, the boundaries are so much different
from what they were 50 years ago, or even 15 years ago,” she

THE VITTORIA MILL
This monument marks the general location of one of
Vittoria’s first and longest-operating mill sites. In the early
days of settlement, the establishment of communities was
contingent upon harnessing power from a steady water
source such as this one, to grind flour for bread and to saw
timber for building materials. To this end, United Empire
Loyalist John Gustin made his way here from New Jersey
after the American Revolutionary War. Attracted like many
others by glowing stories of the virgin territory around Long
Point Bay and Norfolk County, he expressed interest in land
in these parts to Lieutenant Governor John Graves
Simcoe. He received a recommendation for a lot in 1796; he
subsequently moved his family to this area and received title
to these lands in 1798. Between 1805 and 1810, Gustin built
a saw and grist mill on this property to provide for the
growing community. In time, its operation passed to his two
sons, who sold it in 1821 to Matthew H. Tisdale.
In 1847, a new and more elaborate mill and distillery,
standing an impressive five storeys tall, was erected here by
Henry Anderson. In the ensuing years, it was owned,
leased and rented by many others who maintained its
operation. In 1909, however, it was destroyed by fire and a
nearby outbuilding that survived was moved to the
newly-vacant site and converted into a much smaller mill. It
was purchased by Meno Neal, then by George Schram and
finally by Elwood Smith in 1919.
The mill remained in the Smith family to the end of its
days, ceasing operation forever in 1952. In 1957, the Smith
family sold the mill, the mill pond and the adjacent property
to the Big Creek Conservation Authority. Dismantling of the
structure began in May, 1959 and the foundation remained
until 1964, when it was removed during construction of the
new dam.
Erected by the Heritage Committee of the Vittoria & District Foundation
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said.
Mary Etta McGraw says there was an atmosphere of
“soft naughtiness, of doing something outside of the box”
during the photo sessions. “I think something happens to us
as we grow older,” she said. “We develop a new sense of
ourselves, a new kind of beauty.” Patricia Hall, board
member of the NGH Foundation who accepted the cheque,
called it “an incredible donation” from a great project.
“It’s fun and flirty, mischievous and beautiful,” she said.
“They’re all beautiful.”

Other than the pool area of the property, the Cables have
developed the garden themselves. “Over the years, we’ve
hauled tons of rock from local farmers’ fields,” Larry stated,
“And we’re still picking up rocks. We never seem to have
enough.”
When the one-acre property next to the Cables became
available, they purchased it to expand their garden. “In
1991, we started developing the area by cutting the grass
and keeping the weeds down,” Mary said. “Then we moved
our vegetable garden to the lot in 1994, but we found it was
too hot up there without any shade, so we built a pergola up
there.”
The pergola has since been outfitted with seating and a
garage-sale-find chandelier. “Mary almost had a fit when I
came home with the wood and wrought-iron chandelier,”
Larry said, “But I knew exactly where it was going to go.”
Climbing all over the pergola is hardy kiwi and Virginia
creeper, something the Cables would not recommend for a
seating area or near the house. “The little grapes that they
produce make quite a mess in the fall, but the birds like
them.”
In 1996 when Vittoria celebrated its bicentennial, the
Cables commemorated the event by installing a pond. “I had
always wanted a water garden,” Mary said. “Unfortunately,
we had planted too many trees on most of the property and
the leaves are bad for a water pond. Water lilies need from
six to eight hours of sun a day to bloom. So we decided to
put a water garden on the lot. I designed it and our son,
Greg, dug it out by hand. To his dismay, it didn’t look big
enough when he was finished, so we enlarged it. That’s a
piece of advice for anyone considering installing a water
garden. Go as big as you can, because you will always regret
it if you don’t. Greg also built the bridge that goes over it.”
Keeping a pond in a well-balanced state takes
considerable effort. “The two ponds are joined by a water
course,” Mary explained. “The water is circulated by a pump
that moves the water through a two-inch diameter hose at a
rate that circulates all the water once an hour. We have
various kinds of gold fish in the ponds, but no Koi fish. The
ponds are three feet deep in the centre which is deep enough
to over-winter the fish. However, you also have to have an
airstone and a cattle trough heater to keep the water open
during the winter. If you don’t keep a hole in the ice, gases
build up under the ice that will eventually kill the fish.”
Mary also had a few other tips for keeping fish alive in a
garden pond. “Call the fish with your voice, not your hands.
Splashing the water is what raccoons do to attract fish. As
well, fake herons help keep real ones away because they are

Larry and Mary Cable’s Garden
Adapted from an article by Marg Werden in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

After working on their garden for more than 30 years,
Vittoria residents nLarry and nMary Cable insist that it is
still a “work in progress”. What began as a barren, sandy
knoll in the southeast corner of the village in 1971 has now
become a park-like setting favoured by newly-married
couples as a venue for wedding photographs.
“When we purchased this property in 1971, there were no
trees or shrubs on it,” explained Mary. “We didn’t think
about doing any gardening then.” However, nature and
family intervened. “We needed some shade on the front lawn,
so for our first anniversary, my parents gave us a red maple
tree. That was our start in gardening.”
After planting the maple, in an effort to stabilize the sand
and gravel that made up the soil around their home, the
Cables laid sod seconds on the banks in front of their home,
staking them in with tobacco slats.
“The next year, we went to work on the backyard,” Larry
recalled. “It was just a big hill with lots of weeds which we
cut down. We bought a number of spreading shrubs to hold
the sand.”
Because they had little gardening experience, the Cables
checked out what other people were planting. “If we saw
something we liked in another yard, we would find out what
it was and buy it,” Larry said. “We also went to a lot of real
estate open houses for landscaping ideas and looked in
magazines for more ideas. The garden progressed each year
with no particular plan in mind. It just evolved over time.”
When they bought the property to build their home, the
front yard area had a number of wild lilacs growing in it.
“They had to come out to put the house in,” Mary said, “But
we salvaged one root and we still have some of that original
lilac growing here.”

A well-deserved rest! We don’t often see Mary and Larry Cable just sitting
and relaxing in their beautiful Gardens.

The Cable’s Garden scenery is constantly changing as they try new
varieties and Garden accessories - a most unique setting!
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very territorial.”
Although the Cables are not averse to patronizing the
local garden centres, they are also happy to take something
for nothing. “We got a lot of freebies for our garden,” Larry
said. “Whenever someone was digging something up and
throwing it out, we would salvage it. We got some spirea,
forsythia and a beautiful Beauty Bush from neighbours who
didn’t want them any longer. We found a bunch of hens and
chicks in a nearby field. They are now in our rockery and
help hold the soil in at the bottom of our sloping beds.”
In 1998 Mary retired from her teaching career and took
up gardening as a full-time occupation. “Before I retired, I
did a lot of gardening with the help of my family. Our
daughter did the inside work, our son helped outside and
Larry did the grocery shopping and cooking which he loves,”
Mary said. “Now that I’m retired, I work in the garden every
day, all day. Early spring and fall are very busy times. In the
fall, the leaves need to be raked and things need to be put
away. In the spring, there is trimming to do, planting, and
bringing things out of storage. In the summer, I get to relax
and enjoy the garden.”
Many couples have used the garden as the setting for
their wedding photographs and when the Cables’ son got
married in September, he and his bride were also
photographed there. “I started to plan for this last year,”
Mary said. “I put in a wedding arbour that has a
heart-shaped bed with perennials, grasses and hydrangea
trees that was in bloom at the time of the wedding. I tried to
plant things that were in the wedding colours of brown, pink
and yellow. As well, I’ve planted a number of urns that will
be placed inside the shelter that will be put up in our
driveway.”
In addition to plant material, the Cables have dotted their
garden with a variety of physical features. “We installed an
awning beside the deck to make a small sitting room, our
courtyard,” Larry said. “The wagon wheels and some of the
other things in the garden are souvenirs of our travels.”
Because of the hilly nature of the Cables’ property, they
have made an effort to make sure the garden can be
appreciated from different levels. “The whole garden looks
different depending on your vantage point,” Mary explained.
One of seven water features, the “Sunken Garden”
includes a mirror to give the illusion of size. “We were told
that if you use a mirror outside, it should not be placed to
reflect yourself or be in the pathway of birds,” Mary said. “So
this mirror is quite low to the ground and helps make the
pond look bigger.”
More than 100 pots need to be watered in the Cables’
garden every two days. “We also have 600 feet of
underground water hose installed in the garden,” Larry
explained, “As well as 35 outdoor taps that help with the
watering process.”
Over the years of gardening, the Cables have learned a
few tricks of the trade. “If a plant is one that spreads quite a
bit, we plant it in a pot and sink the pot in the ground,”
Mary stated. “Or, in the case of the plants under the trees in
the front yard where the roots are quite thick, we sink pots
into the ground in the spring with ruffled pansies in them
and replace them later in the season with pots of impatiens.”
Many of the trees in the garden have special significance to
the couple. “We plant trees for special occasions,” Mary said.
“When our children were born, we would plant a tree. When
our parents died, we planted a memorial for them.”
As well, some of the beds in the garden were planted to
mark special occasions. “We have a millennium bed that we
planted in the fall of 1999,” Mary explained. “There are
things in it that bloom from April to October including Iris,
Pansy, and Day Lily. The bed was planted to join our rockery
with an existing shrub. The idea was to join the new with the
old, as the millennium year joined the old and new century.

The bed includes an old piece of driftwood and a new arbour,
a water feature that includes an old hand pump and iron pot
and a new pump, new and old stones, and plants that are
both new and old. The oldest plant, Spider’s Wart or Widow’s
Tear, is from my parents’ home and the newest is a yellow
Carpet Rose that was new in 1999.”
Beside their gardeners’ cottage in the upper portion of
their garden, the Cables have planted another memorial bed.
“This bed is a memorial to those who lost their lives in
9/11,” Mary said. “The three different grasses that we
planted here represent the twin towers and the Pentagon.”
As the garden continues to mature and evolve, the Cables
adapt to the changes. “As the white birch trees died, rather
than cut them down to the ground, we left them as posts on
which we installed bird houses,” Larry said. “That way we
still get the effect of the white bark on a background of
greenery.”

Anna Ardiel is Canadian High
School Rowing Champion
Adapted from an article by Marg Werden in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Four years after first picking up a rowing oar,
Normandale’s Anna Ardiel won the a Canadian high school
championship.
“I started rowing in grade nine when I joined the Simcoe
Composite School rowing team,” Anna said. “I had never
done it before, but it looked like a lot of fun. As well, I had a
friend who took part in the summer rowing program at Silver
Lake and said it was a lot of fun.”
Although Anna did not meet with success right away, she
persevered. “During the whole first season, I finished last in
every race and didn’t beat a single boat,” she recalled.
“However, my coach talked me into rowing through the
summer that year. That’s when things began to happen.”
One of the reasons for the improvement may have been
the conditions Anna was rowing in during the summer. “The
first time I was in a boat in the spring, it was snowing,” she
said. “As well, we were rowing really early in the morning
with the high school team. In the summer, we rowed later in
the day and there was no snow. I really started to enjoy
rowing then.”
That enjoyment increased after Anna first beat another
boat. “We were in a lot of competitions over the summer and
after I beat another boat for the first time, I wanted to do it
again.”
Beating other boats has now become a way of life for
Anna. Taking part in the Canadian Secondary Schools
Rowing Association regatta in St. Catharines in June was
something that she began to train for many months ago.
“The Canadian Championship competition is a race you have
to earn a place in,” Anna said. “You have to be prepared to
take part in this regatta. We started training for it in
January.”
Competing in the senior women’s 63-kg. singles, Anna
narrowly won her heat to advance to the finals. “Only the top
two rowers in each heat went on to the finals,” she said. She
won the finals with a five-second lead over the second-place
rower.
Anna is now spending the summer trying to pass her
enjoyment of the sport on to a younger group of athletes.
“I’m the head coach for the youth rowing program here at
Silver Lake,” she stated. “We had 30 kids in grades seven to
nine take part in the Learn to Row program. It’s good to have
so much interest in the sport.”
While the high school rowing season ends in June,
members of the Silver Lake Rowing Club continue to train
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and compete all summer. At the same time as she is
coaching younger rowers, she continues to train for her own
competitions. “I train for about 11/ 2 to 2 hours a day,” she
said. “As well, I work at a gym teaching an aerobics class.”
Anna will be taking part in the provincial regatta this
weekend and in the Henley International meet in St.
Catharines in August.
Not wanting to dwell too much on her own
accomplishments, Anna said that all members of the club
are doing well this year. “Every year, everyone is improving,”
she said. “There seems to be a good personality combination
here and everyone helps out and has a great attitude. The
whole team is doing well and we’ve won several medals at
competitions this summer.”
As with most dedicated athletes, Anna has dreams of
participating in the Olympics. “It would be nice,” she said,
“But right now I’m taking it one step at a time. I’m talking to
some schools in the USA. Hopefully, I’ll be offered a
scholarship which would be a good opportunity to row with
some excellent teams.”

Woodhouse Horticultural Society and just last week The
Maple Leaf published a photo of Dr. Cruise and others
working in public gardens in this lakeside community.
After being presented with the award Jim attended the
regular meeting of Simcoe and District Horticultural Society
wearing his pin and responding to members’ enquiries about
it. That society was key in nominating him for the award. “It
is gratifying because gardening is my No. 1 hobby,” Jim told
the meeting. “I think I received it due largely to longevity, I’m
hanging in.”
nDr. Jim Cruise was raised on the family farm near
Marburg (north of Port Dover). He has a Ph.D in Botany from
Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y. He is a former director of
the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto, retiring in 1985. He
returned to the family farm and there developed gardens
which became a local attraction featured in The Maple Leaf
over the years. It included a man-made lake, llamas, emus,
peacocks, and pheasants as well as sculptures and
hundreds of perennials, annuals, trees and exotic tropical
plants. He has assisted in planting trees on boulevards in
Port Dover over the years.
nJim Cruise purchased a Highway 6 property near the
Halfway, several kilometres from Port Dover in 1998. There
his one-acre location is a gardener’s paradise.

Josh Johnson wins Knights of
Columbus competition

Secrets in the sand

Adapted from an article by Marg Werden in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Walsh Public School student Josh Johnson’s dream of
playing in the National Basketball Association (NBA) may be
a small step closer to reality after he won the Knights of
Columbus Free Throw competition at the provincial level this
year.
The grade five student began his climb to success at his
school where he won the 10-year-old division. On January
29, he went on to win the Council Championship at St.
Cecilia’s School and then at the District level in Langton he
sank 17 out of 25 throws to win there.
At the Regional championships held in London in early
March, Josh sank an incredible 22 baskets out of 25 tries,
competing against twelve other boys from across the Region.
“There is no actual Provincial competition,” explained
Mike VanRooy, the local Knights of Columbus Free Throw
competition organizer. “We just submit the scores from the
winners of the Regional meets and the provincial winner is
determined from that. To get a score of 22 out of 25 attempts
is pretty awesome.
“As far as I know,” Mike continued, “This is the first time
in 20 years that anyone in this Council has won the
provincial championship. I used to compete myself and got
as far as the Regional level, but never won the provincial
title.”
For his efforts, Josh won a trophy and a Knights of
Columbus Free Throw embossed basketball. “Josh’s goal is
to play college basketball and perhaps some day play in the
NBA,” said his father.

Adapted from a Harrowsmith country Life Staff report. Photography by Vern McGrath

Just because a garden lies in Canada’s banana belt
doesn’t mean there are no challenges.
For an avid botanist and gardener like nJim Cruise, a
few miles can make a world of difference. For years, between
duties as professor of botany at the University of Toronto, he
gardened on the homestead farm on which he was raised
near Port Dover, Ontario. There, he tended an impressive
collection of perennials, including a host of rare peonies. In
1997, Jim moved to a more manageable, one-acre property
only six miles west, bringing his peonies with him.
Considering the contrast in growing conditions, however, he
might as well have moved to another province.
“I had to adopt a whole new strategy on account of the
difference in soils,” he explains. Somewhere between his old
farm and the new place is the line that divides two major soil
zones. “Back home, the ground is your typical southern
Ontario clay,” Jim explains. “But here, it is decidedly sandy,
great for tobacco, ginseng and blueberries, but a real
challenge for the hobby gardener.”
Indeed, if Jim digs a mere six inches into the ground, he
hits pure beach sand left behind from the glacial era during
which nearby Lake Erie, now several miles south, was much
larger. It’s a less than hospitable environment for a garden:
Not only is it short on nutrients, but the soil is much too
quick to drain and notoriously low on the pH scale.
“When I first moved here, I could tell I was in for
problems because turning the soil would reveal no
earthworms,” Jim says of those wriggly denizens of only the
healthiest ground. “The irony is that the Lake Erie shore is
one of the balmiest regions in all of Canada – Zone 6B – but
warm weather doesn’t guarantee success when the soil is so
lacking.”
Jim says that the less-than-ideal conditions were
exacerbated by decades of intensive agriculture. “What little
topsoil there was simply blew away,” he states. “It was so
bad that this area was once notorious for sandstorms.”
Indeed, local farmers learned some tough lessons in land
management over the years. Nowadays, they practice crop
rotation and routinely plant fields of green manure, usually
rye, which is ploughed under to replenish nutrients. In the

Jim Cruise received Ontario
Horticultural Association’s top
“Silver Fir Award”
Adapted from an article in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Long time area resident, nDr. Jim Cruise, has received
the Silver Fir at the Ontario Horticultural Association’s
annual convention in North Bay in August. The Silver Fir is
the highest award given by the OHA.
nJim Cruise is an ardent member of Port Dover &
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past, areas hard hit by soil exhaustion were often planted in
tree plantations – row upon row of pines, designed to
stabilize the ground and inhibit further wind erosion.
By and large, the tree plantations did their job. Jim
should know, for much of his property is covered by a stand
of red pines, sentinel straight, now some 70 years old and 60
feet (18 m) tall. But although the trees were effective in
reclaiming the land, conditions were still less than ideal for a
garden. After six decades carpeted with pine needles, the soil
had gone to a still lower pH, but Jim knew how to turn a
problem into an opportunity.
Taking stock of the existing conditions, he determined
this would be the prime spot to try his luck with species that
thrive in filtered sunlight and acidic, sandy soil. With the
pines as the backdrop, Jim turned the woodland into a
garden replete with a stunning variety of rhododendrons and
azaleas, and peppered the grounds with yews and boxwood
evergreens, not to mention a host of hostas. And he upped
the ante by importing even more pine needles, borrowed
from landscapers who rake them by the bag-full at a nearby
subdivision.
“They make the perfect mulch to 10 inches (25 cm) deep,”
Jim says of his secret weapon. “Not only do they suppress
any weeds, the rhododendrons love the extra acidity they
provide.”
The woodland garden was only one aspect of Jim’s plan.
A second, equally ambitious project was a perennial border,
which would eventually wind some 250 feet (76 m) along the
sunniest edge of Jim’s property. At its widest, the bed
stretches 20 feet (6 m) across and offers a smorgasbord of
floral bounty.
“Some of the specimens are old favourites – iris, bleeding
heart and oriental poppies, taken from divisions at my old
home farm.” Jim explains. “Others are rare and exotic like
my double bloodroot.”
But before anything could bloom, an overabundance of
sand stood in the way and it would take concerted effort and
several truckloads of home-grown fertilizer to ensure the
flowers could flourish.
“It helps when you know someone with horses,” Jim
muses, referring to the nine loads of manure required to
make the soil hospitable. “I also turned about 50 bags of
commercial compost into the mix and dug an extra-deep hole
for each plant.”
Even so, sandy conditions persisted and to this day, Jim
admits not everything thrives. “Drainage is still too fast, so
that any plants with a fibrous root system – capanula and
delphinium, for example, which can’t store nutrients or
water efficiently – don’t do as well as they might.” In light of
this, Jim has substituted many plants that don’t demand a
lot of water such as yucca, mullein, lambs’ ears and poppies.
“Sometimes the key to success is to adapt to existing
conditions rather than try to force the issue,” he states.
So keen is Jim’s interest that he was ready to open his
gate to a visiting garden tour when his grounds were barely a
year old. But despite his success with the woodland garden
and the perennial border, the guests saved most of their
praise for a third attraction on Jim’s property: a stand of
colourful heirloom peonies. Cultivated in meticulously kept
rows, the prized perennials have adapted well to the sandy
site, but even so, their bed demanded some special attention.
“I maintain a strip of grass between each row,” he says,
noting that even this small gesture helps to regulate the rate
at which rainwater is absorbed into the notoriously porous
ground. “If you can outfox the sandy soil, you can grow just
about anything in this part of the country.”
On a patch of land that was once a vegetable garden,
blessed with the best soil in the immediate vicinity, Jim
maintains an impressive collection of rare and interesting
peonies. He’s lost count, but estimates there are 200 clumps

of 75 cultivars, arranged in neat rows four feet (1.2 m) apart,
each plant placed on regular four-foot (1.2 m) centres. Every
June, they put on a spectacular show, but Jim also
approaches them from an historical perspective.
“My peonies are descended from a collection that was
famous in this region,” Jim says, as he relates the tale of
Robert Landon of nearby Simcoe, Ontario, a florist who grew
them by the score for the commercial trade. Anxious that his
plants survive him, Mr. Landon offered Jim some divisions
from his vast array of old favourites and newer hybrids in
1980. Picking up where Landon left off, Jim has been
growing, hand-pollinating and hybridizing ever since.
Like all flower enthusiasts who find a specialty, peony
fanciers have specific goals in mind when developing new
cultivars. “Some peonies are bred for single or double
bloom,” says Jim, who saves most of his enthusiasm for new
colours. “Yellows and corals are especially difficult to
achieve.” But there’s more to establishing a new variety.
“Peonies are a long commitment.” Jim continues. “It takes
four to six years before any flowers appear and then another
decade to test their performance”
Although peonies take their time, the rewards are worth
it. “Once settled in, they don’t require a lot of work, and even
do well in our notorious sandy soil,” Jim advises. His one
iron rule: Cut the entire plant to a one-inch (2.5 cm) stub
come late fall. “This will prevent botrytis, a fungus that
overwinters on stems and leaves.”

Tia McGraff and Tommy
Parham “treated like stars” on
UK tour
Adapted from an article by Stan Morris in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Tia and Tommy were warmly welcomed everywhere they
played while on tour in the United Kingdom.
Readers will be delighted to learn that Tia McGraff is
having the best year of her 20-year singing career. In the
year 2005, singing engagements have taken her “on the
road” from her Nashville, Tennessee home for seven months.
She has sung on American stages a record number of
times ... but the exciting news is she has been outside the
USA for 21/ 2 months to perform in Canada and the United
Kingdom.
Tia and her partner Tommy Parham make a great
twosome. At a coffee shop interview in Port Dover, they
spoke glowingly of each other’s talent and of their life
together. Songstress Tia with Tommy’s musical
accompaniment, combined with the songs they composed
together, have made them an increasingly popular act for
clubs and smaller stages.
Their music is especially in demand in Georgia and
Texas. Radio stations there play their music CDs which gives
broad exposure. Tia McGraff will be singing in Texas in
January, Florida in February, New Hampshire in May and
the United Kingdom in July and August.
“We loved playing for the Port Dover Lions Club’s July 1st
celebration this year,” Tia told me. “I had not been back for
the celebration for some years and I cherished that invitation
to sing here,” she said, hoping it added to the success of the
day-long program.
Tia’s dark brown eyes glistened with delight as she told
about their recent tour of United Kingdom night clubs. They
have just returned from their second U.K. singing tour. The
exciting news is a more extensive itinerary is planned for this
summer ... and more after that are likely.
“England and Scotland like our American style of music,”
Tia explained. Tommy added, “they are really into Tia’s
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Good News!
St. Andrew’s United Church
still strong after 160 years
Adapted from an article by Kate Schwass in the Simcoe Reformer

Standing in the same spot for 160 years, St. Andrew’s
United church in Vittoria has grown some roots.
Of course, they’re not actual roots, but Rev. Dave Love
likes to think the church and the congregation are a vital
part of the community while it continues to grow.
“We’re looking at our roots. We know we’re agriculturally
based now and that’f’s what it was in 1845 too,” Rev. Love
said while standing in the church.
The 160th anniversary of the church is being celebrated
Nov. 6 with a special service at 11 a.m. and a pot luck to
follow.
On Aug. 5, 1845, a deed was written transferring land
from Rebecca Anderson for a Presbyterian Church and burial
ground. Two days later, William Mercer Wilson, the first
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada AF&AM, laid
the cornerstone for the building.
In 1887 the Sunday School was founded and in 1925, the
church union voted to name it
St. Andrew’s United. In 1956, an addition was added for
the ever growing Sunday school.
In 1969 the church closed but the Sunday school and
women’s group continued. The church reopened in 1977 and
Rev. Love said it’s been going strong every since.
“They really pulled together to open it again,” he said.
“We’re excited to be alive and to let people know we’re here.”
Rev. Love said the roots of the church are visible, pointing
out the seats in the church are original and some of the
stained glass windows are also from 1845.
When it opened, the church was also the root of faith for
many people in the village. Today, congregation members
know the importance of their community.
“Everyone here talks about the village, that we are part of
the village,” he said, adding in the summer, the
congregations at the United and Baptist churches combine.
“It’s part of the village concept. I love it.”
With their roots firmly planted in the community, St. An~
crews United is also growing. While many churches are
finding they are lacking members and money, Rev. Love said
they have been blessed and are financially stable.
Three new stained windows will be installed at the back
of the church and over the door, hopefully in time for the
anniversary service. The two side windows are being paid for

American style of music and they like the words in our
songs.”
A fan club has been established over there. During their
recent visit they sat beside the fireplace in the home of fan
club co-President Helen Mitchell to personally sign 200
Christmas cards to mail to fans.
Tia lists three reasons why the United Kingdom looks so
promising for her career:
(1) a music distributor is going to distribute her CDs
across the UK and into Europe,
(2) the popular BBC radio host Bob Harris plays her
music,
(3) a highly respected professional manager has taken Tia
on as a client and is arranging an extensive tour for the
summer of 2006.
The hometown girl said “we are treated like stars
wherever we go in the United Kingdom.”
As part of their program during their recent UK tour Tia
sang the “Port Dover Fishermen’s Song” and she would
explain about growing up in this Lake Erie fishing
community. One engagement took them to the Scottish town
of Glenfarg. Before singing that song she explained that it
was composed with the assistance of Port Dover fisherman
Walt Mummery. She told her audience he had just passed
away. She asked that they raise their glasses to his memory,
which they stood to do.
The movie “Our Very Own” made in Los Angeles to be
released in 2006 has one of Tia and Tommy’s songs in it. A
singer was engaged to sing their “Sailing” song.
The duo was in Port Dover to visit Tia’s parents, nJohn
and nLinda Hofgraff of Vittoria, and other family and
friends.
nGary Cooper and nTom Haskett are always trying
to outdo each other. One morning Gary told his son,
John, “Go over to Tom Haskett’s and borrow a crosscut
saw. Tell him I want to slice a strawberry!”
John came back and reported, “Tom says you can’t
have it until this afternoon. He’s halfway through a
cucumber!”

Built in 1845, St. Andrew’s United Church congregation members
celebrated their church’s 160th anniversary in 2005. Originally a
Presbyterian Church, St. Andrew’s also celebrated 80 years as a United
Church, dating from church union in 1925.
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What’s been happening?
by the church and the one over the window is being donated
by a church member. Another member also built a pergola
(suitable for growing vine plants) at the side of the church
and they will add benches and plants next spring.
Although the average age of the congregation members is
getting older, Rev. Love said they organize many events (such
as a New Year’s Eve party). He encourages young people and
those new to the area to come out.
“We are doing things that are young and young at heart,”
he said. “If you’re new, then this might be the place where
you can start some roots.”

Port Ryerse’s Hunt Street is
first street name changed
Adapted from an article by Marg Werden in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

New street names have started to appear across Norfolk.
While changing the name of some of Norfolk’s many
streets to comply with 911 regulations may not be popular
with some area residents, in Port Ryerse it was a reason to
celebrate.
The first of numerous name changes that will occur over
the next several months took place as “Hunt Street” in Port
Ryerse became “Coville Court”.
The street name was chosen to honour Cliff (C. R.)
Coville, who lived on the corner of Rolph Street and the
street that now bears his name. Three of Coville’s children
(John Coville, Lou Jean MacNeal, and Judy Snow) were on
hand to watch as the new street sign was installed.
“Cliff was our local advocate,” said Coville Court resident
Nora Brown. “He wrote letters to the editors of any
newspaper in the country. Sometimes we agreed with him
and sometimes we didn’t, but he was a good watchdog for
the community.” Coville passed away on December 22, 2000.
Nora Brown said that the idea of changing the name of
the Port Ryerse street began two to three years ago. “When it
first came out in the paper that there had to be changes to
some Norfolk street names, we (the residents of the street)
realized that this Hunt Street is almost nothing, being only
200 feet long.” There are only three homes on the street.
While residents whose addresses have been changed are
responsible for notifying others of their new address, Norfolk
County is helping out by contacting a number of agencies on
behalf of the residents. “We have already informed the
emergency services, Canada Post, the County, and many of
the utility companies of your new address,” 911 Project
Co-ordinator Dan Berry told the residents.
Dan Berry also gave each resident an address change
check list to help ensure all the changes are made. “Changes
to your driver’s licence, health card, vehicle registration, and
outdoors card can be made over the telephone or on the
internet,” he informed the residents.
There is no fee charged by any of these agencies to
update an address. As well, Canada Post will automatically
redirect the mail of residents affected by these changes free
of charge for six months, allowing ample time to notify all
correspondents of the new address. Residents were told that
failure to notify others of the change by the end of the six
period could result in delays when receiving mail.
Berry said he hopes that all the street name changes
throughout the County will be completed by the end of the
year.

Vittoria Women’s Institute
hosts Open House at Town Hall
Adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe Reformer

The Vittoria Women’s Institute welcomed a number of
guests at an Open House at the Vittoria Town Hall this past
October.
Highlights of the event included the presentation of a

Bill Ferris and Lowell Brown were among the attendees at the Vittoria Town
Hall who shared some of their memories from the 40s.

There are two theories about how to win an argument
with a woman. Neither one works.
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What’s been happening?
Bruce R. Smith Ltd. eyes
expansion in Walsh
Adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe Reformer

Bruce R. Smith Limited is planning to expand its
operations in Walsh.
Ranked 25th in size amongst Canadian trucking firms,
Bruce R. Smith Limited is eyeing a one-acre parcel across
the Turkey Point Road from its national head office. The land
was once a Township of Delhi works yard. Tuesday night,
company president John Smith told Norfolk council his firm
would like to tidy up the yard and erect new buildings. Plans
are to consolidate the company’s administrative staff in
Walsh.
“This is where we started and this is where we hope to
grow,” John Smith said. “We want to see Walsh revitalized.”
The works yard is under a Ministry of Environment
watch. Salt stored on site leached into the soil. This created
a “plume” underground that contaminated a number of
nearby wells. Affected property owners were forced to drill
deeper wells. Eric D’Hondt, Norfolk’s general manager of
public works, said the plume extends under the Turkey Point
Road toward Walsh Public School. As the plume moves
through the soil, salt concentrations are diluting. Mr.
D’Hondt says salt content in the surrounding soil will fall
within MOE standards in the next few years, and he doubts
a cleanup of contaminated soil will be needed.
John Smith appeared at council with his father Bruce R.
Smith, 80. The latter founded the transportation firm in
1947 with a single truck. Today, Bruce R. Smith Limited has
1,600 trucks and trailers and nine terminals across the
country. Major customers include Stelco. John told council
he is willing to enter into a lease-to-own agreement. His
company is willing to pay $6,000 a year for however long it
rents. Norfolk council moved behind closed doors to discuss
the situation. Council emerged with no resolution. Mayor
Rita Kalmbach said there is nothing to report because
negotiations are ongoing.

Walsh Couple takes Sure Step
into business

These four W.I. members, Betty Bosma, Jackie Chadwick, Oni Maclachlan
and Carol Tupper take a short break in front of the WI Centennial Signature
quilt in its new shadow box display case.

Memorial plaque in memory of Beverly Wyckoff and his five
crewmates whose plane crashed in France during World War
II. The memorial plaque was brought back from France by
Marion and nBill Ferris upon their return from an
excursion last year to historical war sites.
A number of quilts were on display, including one
Josepha Palmer signature Quilt on temporary loan to the
W.I., courtesy of the Eva Brook Donly Museum in Simcoe.
The Vittoria Women’s Institute Centennial signature quilt
has been mounted in a shadow box, and was also on display.
Guests enjoyed mingling, listening to veterans reminisce,
viewing the Tweedsmuir collection of the Vittoria W.I., and
partaking of refreshments. The archivists of the W.I. are
trying to reorganize parts of their collection of articles and
photos, to make them easier to access.
The consensus was that the Open House activities were a
great success, and appreciation was expressed to the W.I. for
sponsoring the event.

Adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Times-Reformer

Darren Smith couldn’t go back to installing floors. His
knees couldn’t take it.
His wife, Tamra, couldn’t go on with her job as a debt
collector at a call centre. It was too stressful dealing, not
with the public, but with her managers.
The Walsh couple took a look at their options, realized
the working world was too harsh and uncertain, and decided
to go into business for themselves.
“Even if you get work in a factory, there’s no guarantee
you’ll be there long,” said Darren, who recently got his truck
driving licence but was unable to find a job in that field.
The couple searched the Internet for business
possibilities. They signed up on a website peddling
franchises and waited for responses.
Opportunities calling for investments of $10,000 to $1
million came in. One, which related to Darren’s years in the
flooring business, caught their eye.
It’s so new that they are only the fourth franchise in
Ontario to provide the service. They go into businesses,
institutions, and homes and make slippery surfaces safe to
walk on.
Using a secret formula, they treat floor tiles and bathtubs
with an acid based liquid. “Tiles have both a hard and soft
agent,” explains Tamra. “It leaves the hard agent exposed.”

Youth is when you blame all your troubles on your
parents; maturity is when you learn that everything is
the fault of the younger generation.
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What’s been happening?
Injuries are avoidable if the game is played properly, a
local paintball business owner says. At a field near Vittoria,
players attack each other from behind obstacles. They must
wear masks and are watched by referees who can blow a
whistle to stop play at any time, especially if someone pulls
up their mask. There are rules: don’t aim for the face and if
you get in closer than 20 feet, ask your opponent to
surrender. And anyone can raise their hand at any time to
take themselves out of the game.
“Thank God we haven’t had any injuries,” said Jared
Churcher, 20, who runs the Splat Zone, which includes a
store in downtown Simcoe and the field near Vittoria, with
his father.
Mainly, participants end up with welts from the pellets,
which are shot out of special guns at a rate of no more than
280 feet per second. “The first time you get hit, it feels kind
of like a bee sting,” Jared said. The trick, he added, is to
avoid the temptation to pull up your mask when it fogs up
and to simply take yourself out of the game when it does.
“I’m surprised a lot of people are not hurt at their own
fields where there’s no supervision.”

The couple expect to keep themselves busy this fall and
winter working on front entranceways to offices and banks,
bathtubs in homes and institutions, and in restaurant
kitchens.
They are known as South Coast Sure Step and cover an
area from London to Brantford and down to Lake Erie.
Their bold step forward required a $21,000 investment.
They got a loan from the Norfolk Business Development
Corporation and signed up for a program in which they get
to collect EI benefits while the business gets off the ground.
“I’m half-scared, half-excited,” said Tamra, who has 25
years experience in sales. “I’ve been going yard sale-ing,
talking to people and giving them brochures.”
As the weather gets worse, the couple, who started the
business in June, expect things to pick up as floors become
slippery.
In the meantime, they sponsored Darren’s men’s ball
team last summer and have been approached by friends
asking whether or not they’ll be hiring.

On a Personal Note ...

University honours couple for
humanitarian work
Adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer and other sources

Local humanitarian heroes Dr. Eric Hoskins and his wife
Dr. Samantha (Sam) Nutt were honoured last May at the
university that inspired them to travel the world to help
children in war-torn countries.
The couple are internationally renowned for their work
with children caught in the crossfire of battle, sometimes
done under great personal risk as fighting goes on around
them.
They also head up War Child Canada, a charitable aid
organization based in Toronto. It runs programs in 12
countries, including Sudan, Congo, and Iraq.
On Friday, Eric and Samantha appeared before 200
graduating health sciences students at McMaster University
to receive honourary Doctorates of Law. The couple, who
graduated as medical students from the school, were singled
out by McMaster for their work promoting human rights and

Plenty of thrills, but is paintball
safe?
Adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

Paintball is an exciting game in which groups of people
chase each other around a field firing paint-filled pellets at
each other. It’s an adrenaline rush, equivalent to being on
the hunt. You hit someone and splat, they’re “dead,” and out
of the game.
But the danger inherent in paintball came to light in
January when a 10-year-old Montreal boy nearly lost an eye
after pulling up his safety mask too soon and taking a shot
in the face. The incident has raised questions about the
safety of the sport — questions that can’t be fully answered
because paintball is a relatively new venture.
Safety groups and hospitals say they have no stats and
few anecdotes to draw any conclusions. Either it’s a safe
sport or not enough people play it to make a mark in
emergency rooms.
“We haven’t had any children we’ve sent on to other
hospitals (with paintball injuries),” said Rose Gass, nurse
manager of the emergency room at Norfolk General Hospital.
“We haven’t admitted anybody.” Rose said ER doctors can’t
recall seeing any paint-ball injuries. Allyson Hewitt of Safe
Kids Canada said the sport “is sort of on our radar. We don’t
have any data. It’s such a new sport.”

Dr. Eric Hoskins and his wife Dr. Samantha Nutt have shared
numerous honours for their humanitarian work, as well as each being
honoured individually.
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Up Close and Personal
their role in delivering humanitarian assistance on behalf of
all Canadians to some of the world’s most vulnerable
populations.
“Not only is it great professional recognition. It’s also
wonderful in a sentimental way,” said Sam, who met Eric at
the university. “It’s the place that pulled us together, that led
us on this extraordinary journey.
“The doctorates of law are in recognition of the human
rights work we do,” she said, and will allow the couple “to
throw our opinions around with more weight.”
Eric, who grew up in Simcoe but now lives in Toronto,
credits McMaster with introducing him to international
development work. The school allows students to take some
electives abroad. He studied in England, the Dominican
Republic, and South America before graduating in 1985.
Both have received prestigious awards. In 1993, at the
age of 33, Eric became the youngest person to be awarded
Canada’s highest humanitarian award, the United Nations
Lester B. Pearson Peace medal. He was awarded the
Governor General’s Meritorious Service Cross in 1999 for his
work in war-torn communities around the world.
“McMaster was founded on a community-oriented and
people-centred philosophy,” Dr. John Kelton, vice-president
of McMaster’s Faculty of Health Sciences, said in a press
release. “Both of these doctors are wonderful role models to
young Canadians.” Five days before the ceremony, Sam gave
birth to the couple’s first child — a boy, Rhys. That means
changes for the parents, Eric acknowledged. “We’ll keep on
doing the work we’ve been doing. But we probably won’t take
some of the risks we’ve been taking.” Years ago in Eritrea,
Eric was trapped in an underground bunker for more than
three days while shelling went on around him.
Eric Hoskins is a medical doctor who has dedicated his
life to working as a physician in war zones. He has worked
extensively with the United Nations and non-governmental
organizations in some of the world’s most heavily affected
conflict areas including Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Somalia,
Sierra Leone, Iraq, Burundi and Afghanistan/Pakistan. As a
result of his extensive experience, Eric has become one of the
leading experts both in Canada and internationally on
various humanitarian-related issues.
A graduate of McMaster University’s Medical School at
age 23, he earned a Rhodes scholarship and continued his
studies at Oxford University where he completed a Doctorate
in public health and epidemiology. Dr. Hoskins also holds
graduate level degrees from the London School of Hygiene
and Tropical Medicine, The University of Aberdeen, and the
Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada.
His work has taken him the world over with the sole
intention of helping children affected by war.
In 1991 he co-founded the International Study Team, and
led a group of over 90 international experts to examine the
impact of war on the civilian population in Iraq. The results
of his study, supported by UNICEF and Oxfam, remains to
date the most detailed humanitarian assessment of post-war
Iraq, and one of the most comprehensive analyses of the
impact of conflict on a society ever undertaken. His efforts
did not stop there. Having seen the impact of war on Iraqi
children he successfully lobbied the Canadian government to
release over 2 million dollars of frozen Iraqi assets held in
Canadian banks, and spent the following two years
overseeing the purchase and distribution of food and
medicine to tens of thousands of at-risk Iraqi children.
In 1997 Eric was asked to join then Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Lloyd Axworthy, as his Senior Policy Advisor. While
in Foreign Affairs he was responsible for Canadian foreign
policy in the areas of human rights, human security,
humanitarian affairs, peacebuilding, war-affected children
and Africa. He later also served as an Advisor to the Office of
the Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict

at the United Nations, and has been extensively involved in
setting United Nations policy on issues concerning the
protection of children living with war.
Currently Eric is the Co-founder and President of War
Child Canada, a multimillion-dollar Canadian charitable
organization that works to raise urgently needed funds for
relief and development programs in support of war-affected
children around the world. Over recent years, the
organization has pioneered new and exciting ways to support
overseas projects that have benefited thousands of
war-affected children and their families in all regions of the
world. Nationally, the organization has designed innovative
outreach programs that actively engage Canadian youth on
international issues, fostering their participation and
increasing public awareness in these critical areas. War
Child Canada has been fundamental in shaping the views
and attitudes of Canada’s future generations.
In addition to receiving the Lester B. Pearson Peace Prize
and the Governor General’s Meritorious Service Cross, Eric
has been awarded the Ministry of Citizenship and
Immigration Citation for Citizenship, Canada’s Top 40 Under
40 Award, and a McMaster University Distinguished Alumni
Award. He is also a frequent contributor to Maclean’s
magazine on war-related issues. He is a regular expert guest
on CTV, CBC (radio and television) and many other major
broadcast networks concerning the impact of war on
civilians.
Samantha Nutt is a medical doctor with more than 10
years of experience working in war zones. She has helped
children in some of the world’s most violent flashpoints,
working with War Child Canada, the United Nations and
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in Iraq, Afghanistan,
The Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia, Sierra Leone,
Somalia, Iraq, Burundi, northern Uganda and the
Thai-Burmese border.
A specialist in Maternal and Child Health in zones of
armed conflict, Family Medicine, Public Health, Refugee
Health and Women’s Health, Sam is also on staff at
Sunnybrook and Women’s Health Science Centre and is an
Assistant Professor at the University of Toronto in the
Department of Family and Community Medicine. Sam holds
undergraduate degrees in Arts and Science, and in Medicine,
from McMaster University and postgraduate degrees in
Medicine and in Public Health from the University of Toronto
as well as the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine (London University).
Chosen by Maclean’s Magazine for their annual Honour
Roll as one of “12 Canadians making a difference”, she is a
role model to young Canadians and has received numerous
humanitarian awards for her work in support of war-affected
children. Sam was also among 12 Canadian women
honoured for leadership by Global Television and the
National Post on International Women’s Day 2002, and was
among 30 “outstanding Canadian women” profiled by Flare
magazine for their 25th anniversary edition in 2004. She is a
recipient of Canada’s Top 40 Under 40 award given by the
Caldwell Partners in association with Globe and Mail’s
Report on Business, and is a feature writer for Maclean’s
Magazine covering war-related issues. Sam frequently
appears on Canadian television and radio as an expert
commentator on war and its impact on civilians. She is also
a keynote speaker on the impact of war and on public
engagement in global issues, inspiring others to make a
difference.
Samantha is committed to peace, human rights and
social justice. Her ambition has always been to help
war-affected women and children. She is the Co-founder and
Executive Director of War Child Canada.

Please see page 19 for “The Rest of the Story”
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Auction, e-mail, Letter to the Editor and Bits & Pieces
R. R. #1 , St. Williams, ON N0E 1P0
August 30, 2005

Going ... Going ... Gone!

On Saturday evening, March 18, 2006, the Boosters
Committee of The Vittoria & District Foundation will hold
their 9th Annual Spaghetti Dinner & Auction.
As most, if not all readers of The Vittoria Booster know,
this annual Dinner & Auction event represents the main
source of funds for The Vittoria & District Foundation. We
have no paid employees. All of our trustees and workers are
volunteers. Our administrative costs are therefore quite low.
Each year, we receive incredible support for our Auction
from a large number of individuals and businesses which
support the good works of the foundation.
Anyone can contribute ... even you!
We are always delighted to receive contributions any of
the following items: Antiques, Art, Carvings, Clothing (new
only, please), Collectables, Food, Gift Certificates,
Handicrafts, Historical Memorabilia, Household items,
Metalwork, Services, Special Interest, Sports, Woodcrafts, or
Miscellaneous other items of interest, even cash.
All items should be new (except antiques, collectables,
and historic memorabilia). Handcrafted items are always
popular. The auction committee will decide where in the
Auction to place the donated articles (Live Auction, Silent
Auction, Raffle or Door Prize). Contributors of items sold by
auction receive a tax receipt for the selling price, while
contributors of items given as prizes in raffles or draws
receive a tax receipt for the estimated retail value of their
donations.
Over the years, our Spaghetti Dinner & Auction has been
a significant and consistent source of funds, which have
allowed us to improve and enhance the quality of life for
residents of Vittoria and the surrounding district.
If you can think of something you could contribute,
please contact:
nTom Haskett - 426-0705
nLarry Cable - 426-5923
nJim Melville - 428-0783
nJohn Donaldson - 426-8583
nRoger Cruickshank - 426-0234
or your favourite Foundation Trustee or Vittoria Booster.

Dear Roger:
It was heart warming to read your article on our daughter,
Diane Finley, MP, in the Vittoria & District Foundation
Newsletter, and I want to thank you and tell you “the rest of
the story”.
Diane was assigned an office on Parliament Hill on the 8th
floor of the Justice Building, just across from the Supreme
Court. She moved in on August 5th last year just a day
before her swearing ceremony which many local friends
attended.
After touring her office, Doris Dutton looked up at the
street sign and said, “I can’t believe that! Her office is on
Vittoria Street!”
Having spent many years growing up with a Vittoria
address, Diane felt right at home.
Our destiny is unknown, but sometimes it speaks to us
and a smalltown Vittoria girl finds herself in a government
seat in our Nation’s Capital.
Sincerely,
nJohn Dennis

An e-mail and a Letter to the Editor
CONGRATULATIONS TRAVIS EATON!
Good afternoon - I am writing to publicly thank a resident
of your small town for being so kind and honest. A friend of
mine left his cell in an “porta john” while visiting a fair in the
area. When he returned home to Windsor, he phoned his
cell and a man answered. Bob gave him the information
about the phone and his address to have it returned. This
person said he would sent it back to Bob. We never thought
we would see the phone again. I want to thank Travis Eaton
from Vittoria for being a kind samaritan. It restores our faith
in people when something nice like this happens. Travis was
kind enough to prepay for a bubble envelope and send it
through Canada post back to Bob in Windsor. THANK YOU
Travis. Your kindness will always be remembered.
Patricia Belanger
Acquisitions & Production Co-Ordinator
Leddy Library
University of Windsor
Ms. Belanger found our e-mail address on the Vittoria website
www.vittoria.on.ca and sent us this message to forward to Travis.
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The Last Word!
And Last, But not Least ...

The Rest of the Story
The title of an article on page 16 of this issue of The Vittoria Booster,
starts off “On a Personal Note ...”. Those of you who took the time to
read it, probably wondered why I had included it, and how it connected
to Vittoria and district. Here is the rest of the story.
Back about 1972, I was teaching Mathematics at Simcoe Composite
School. On the last day of school before summer holidays, I scrawled
the following message on the blackboard:

IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP FOR 2006!
Every year, your membership fees are put to good use, supporting
a number of worthwhile projects which enhance the quality of life for
folks in and around Vittoria.
Membership chairman John Donaldson reported that in 2004, our
membership grew to a remarkable 300 wonderful folks. Unfortunately,
in 2005, partly due to deaths (and partly due to memory loss, we think)
the number of members shrank to slightly more than 280.
Thank you all for joining and supporting the fine work of the
Vittoria & District Foundation. We appreciate every member’s
confidence and support, and respectfully request that each of you
continue to renew your membership annually.
If you have not already done so, please send in your $20 per
person annual dues for 2005.

SUMMER HELP WANTED! HARD WORK!
LOW PAY! MISERABLE BOSS!
IF INTERESTED, SEE MR.C.
Incredibly, more than 15 boys and girls from Grades 9 and 10
applied. I hired every last one of them. (We had a small orchard at home
in Vittoria, where we produced the best sweet cherries in Ontario, plus
sour cherries, peaches, plums, pears and apples, and we were renting
two larger orchards, one near Vittoria and the other just outside
Simcoe).
One of the boys was a very intelligent, hard-working 13-year-old
named Eric. He had caught my attention the very first week of school the
previous September. On a series of 7 diagnostic tests that I gave the
Grade 9 classes every year (to determine their strengths and
weaknesses on Grade 7 and 8 math), Eric was the only student I had
ever tested who got perfect scores on all 7 tests. None of the others had
come even close.
Eric was the only student worker who did not quit (or get fired) that
summer. He continued working for us for the whole summer and then
every night after school, until the end of October.
Eric returned to work for us for the next 3 years, after school in the
spring and fall, and 6 or 7 days a week during the summer. He would
always start as early, and work as late as we needed him.
He had quick, gentle hands so was able to pick tender fruit in perfect
condition at great speed. He was small, but strong, a polite, loyal storm
trooper who set the pace and endurance standard for all other workers
on the farm. He confidently and accurately looked after our Pik-Yer-Own
operation and on-site retail sales of our produce.
Eric Hoskins is a good friend who returned often to Vittoria after he
went off to McMaster University. He used to stop by to visit, and pick
himself a few cherries or apples to take back to Mac.
He must have made his parents really proud. He made me really
proud. I am pleased and fortunate to boast that I know Eric, and to be
able to bask in the reflection of his glory. He and Samantha are a real
credit to humanity!
And now you know ... the rest of the story!
Roger Cruickshank

PLEASE USE THE ENCLOSED FORM, BECAUSE
IT MAKES IT EASIER FOR THE TREASURER TO TRACK
AND RECONCILE THE MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNTS.
If you know anyone else who is thinking of becoming a member of
this wonderfully worthwhile benevolent organization, please
encourage them to join this year.
Additional Membership Application forms may be requested, or
may be downloaded from the Foundation’s Website:
www.vittoria.on.ca

PLEASE DO IT NOW! THANK YOU!

Items in this newsletter are often excerpted or adapted
from the local newspapers (Simcoe Reformer, Port Dover Maple
Leaf, Brantford Expositor) and other publications. Any
inaccuracies in the original articles may also show up in our
excerpts. In addition, we have been known to occasionally even
make our own mistakes. As time goes by, we seem to do that
more and more often. We apologize for all errors.
Thank you to nOni Maclachlan, nDiane Smith and nP a t
Barker of the Women’s Institute for the loan of their
scrapbooks, and to nPat Barker, nLynda Anstee, nJohn
Dennis, nDon Fort, nJoan Haskett, nGertrude Smith, nMarg
W e r d e n , nJ i m W i e s , a n d nF r a n c e s W i n t e r , f o r s u p p l y i n g
photos. Thank you to nLarry Cable for making arrangements
to have a crew of volunteers to stuff and label the envelopes
containing the newsletters, and to distribute some of them.
Thanks to Sheelagh Mcfarlane for stamping and mailing the
envelopes.
Anyone who wishes to contribute an article for the next
Vittoria Booster, please contact Roger. All contributed items
welcome, even Letters to the Editor!
The Vittoria & District Foundation
P.O. Box 45 Vittoria, Ontario N0E 1W0
519-426-0234 twilac@kwic.com
The Ludwigs were having dinner at the Cooper’s house,
and after eating, the wives left the table and went into the
kitchen.
Fred and Gary were talking, and Fred said, “Last night
we went out to a new restaurant just east of Port Dover,
and it was really great. I would recommend it very highly.”
Gary said, “What’s the name of the restaurant?”
Fred thought and thought and finally said, “What is the
name of that flower you give to someone you love? You
know... the one that's red and has thorns.”
“Do you mean a rose?”
“Yes, that's the one,” replied Fred.
He then turned towards the kitchen and yelled, “Rose,
what's the name of that restaurant we went to last night?”

Eleanor Watt - 5 years for Waterford & Townsend Historical Society
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Smile, Volunteers ... You’re on Candid Camera!

Pat Barker - 5 years

Helen Colombus - 5 years

Susan Davidson - 5 years

Regina Lambert - 5 years

Gertrude Smith and Clair Smith - 5 years
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Marie Jose Maenhaut - 10 years for the
Multicultural Heritage Association of Norfolk.

