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Milestone Anniversaries Celebrated

In Memoriam

nSandra and nGary Cooper 45 years on July 8
nJoan and nTom Haskett 40 years on August 20
nBarb and nJim Whitehead 45 years on September 8
nBonnie and Ronald Frank 45 years on September 9
Isabell and Victor Epple 50 years on October 6
Dorothy and nLarry Guthrie 40 years on October 8
nMarie and nLarry Sinden 40 years on October 8
Mary and Robert Biddle 55 years on October 16
nMarian and nRon Bezzo 50 years on October 19
Bernice and John Depner 45 years on October 21
Irene and Carl Atkinson 50 years on October 27
Shirley and nJohn Luke 55 years on November 10
nMyrtle and nDoug Smith 60 years on December 27

Donald John Fleming æ 82, on June 3
James Edward (Jim) Marshall æ 70, on June 17
Melissa Ann Ashe æ 25, on June 30
Golda Marion (Bates) Cotton æ 84, on July 1
Shelley Gagne æ 3, on July 9
Joseph Jacob Gilbert æ 63, on July 12
Alexander Dobias Jr. æ 41, on July 12
Murray West æ 70, on July 14
Richard (Dick) Smith æ 72, on July 21
Iris May Harris æ 74, on July 23
nMarcelle Marion Peat æ 82, on August 14
Leroy Gordon Snively æ 72, on August 21
William (Bill) Butler æ 63, on September 1
James Michael Anderson æ 59, on September 6
William Walter (Bill) Hudson æ 58, on September 9
James Russell (Jim) Morris æ 67, on September 13
Karen Elaine Eaton æ 62, on September 29
Helen Watson æ 88, on October 11
David (Dave) Harriott æ 79, on October 12
Jane Rupert æ 56, on October 21
James Oscar (Jim) Becker æ 75, on October 24
Donald Arthur Trinder æ 87, on October 24
Timothy Clark Wurts æ 41, on November 8
John Herbert (Bert) Ryerson æ 84, on November 10
Hedwig Anna (Gulagh) Schlecht æ 86, on November 12
Albert Charles Lewis æ 87, on November 13
Helen Jeanette Louise Cattel æ 91, on November 18
Ernest Roy Harmon æ 66, on November 18
Victor Roy Epple æ 73, on November 21
Mary (Kozak) Szach æ 84, on November 27
Jacob Seile æ 81, on December 6
Donald Allen Walsh æ 66, on December 10
Lorne E. Earl æ 78, on December 15
June Marylyn Earl æ 68, on December 21
W. Alan Taylor æ 73, on December 22
Wesley Reuben Potts æ 85, on December 25
Charles Dennis Smithson æ 54, on December 25

MARRIED OVER 60 YEARS CLUB
nMuriel and nThomas Millar 61 years on August 3
nViolet and nCharles Monroe 64 years on August 23
Jean and Keith Turner 66 years on August 10
Irene and Bill Nicoll 66 years on September 17
Emma and Jim Rutherford 64 years on November 5

Milestone Birthdays Celebrated
Ruth West 80 years on October 8
nEva Swing 85 years on December 2
nLenore Broughton 75 years on November 28
Florence Jay 100 years on October 28
nMarie-Jose Maenhaut 85 years on September 23
nKenneth Smith 75 years on December 23
BIRTHDAYS OVER 90 CLUB
Mary Hamilton 96 years on August 2
nMarion Lockhart 94 years on August 4
Reta Caswell 96 years on October 3
Ruth Windus 94 years on October 6
nClara Bingleman 107 years on October 16
Mary Kerry 92 years on December 5
Alfred Swing 92 years on December 13
Frances Walsh 96 years on December 19
nFlorence Stephens 91 years on December 30
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Torytown Two-Ten & Dunc/Hank
Torytown Two-Ten a Success
Contributed by Gertrude Smith

July 15, 2006 was the 10-year Anniversary of the
world-famous Vittoria Bicentennial. I believe nothing
can ever compare to the hometown spirit and pride felt
on that wonderful weekend ten years ago. Ten years
later and we are still thinking of it, and fondly
remembering it, and because we are all that much
older we wanted to do something to commemorate it,
so we started out with planning a potluck supper
(which we know are always a big hit).
nHelen Bingleman and myself, with spouses Jack
and Clair in tow, decorated the V.D.C.C. as well as put
up memorabilia to view and read.
our Famous Couple, who I’ll call Mr. & Mrs. Vittoria,
but we did miss you Roger and Twila.
Hopefully in another 10 years, there will be another
generation that still has the community spirit to step
up and carry on, because, after all, Vittoria is the
centre of the Universe eh?

Duncan Walsh a winner in the
“Sounds Like Hank” contest
In August of this year Vittoria’s nDuncan Walsh,
accompanied by his sister Elaine Boughner, headed
for Bridgewater, Nova Scotia to attend the 16th Annual
Hank Snow Tribute. Dunc did not go merely as an
observer or a spectator in the audience. He went as a
contestant in the “Sounds Like Hank” Contest.
The “Sounds Like Hank” contest is a “People’s
Choice” contest in which the audience votes by

After more than enough to eat, the band ‘Lonesome
Valley Ramblers’, featuring local singer nDuncan
Walsh, entertained us. What a treat that was, as he
brought the house down with appreciation. There was
more than one tear in the beer. The rest of the evening
was spent reminiscing and catching up before it ended
with nJim Melville in charge of drawing the door
prizes.
Oh, yes we did do this night without the company of
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Dunc/Hank & Firefighters 50th

THAT WAS THEN!

completing a ballot indicating his or her choice. Each
contestant sings one Hank Snow song, of his own
choice. Dunc chose “I Don’t Hurt Any More”.
Each contestant may have one bass guitar backup
player on stage with him. Dunc chose as his bass
guitar backup his brother-in-law Reg Cable, who now
resides in Loggieville, New Brunswick.
Many of his local fans and supporters have
observed that they think Dunc sounds more like Hank
Snow than Hank did himself, so it should come as no
surprise that Duncan fared very well in this contest,
being awarded a Certificate for his second-place finish.
There was much more to the Hank Snow Tribute
than the “Sounds Like Hank” contest - lots of great
classic country performances, Country gospel, guitar
and fiddle workshops, Songwriters’ workshop, an Open
Mic session, Hank souvenirs, Guitar Pickin’ Contest,
and Induction of five performers into the Nova Scotia
country Music Hall of Fame.

THIS IS NOW!

Vittoria firefighters celebrate
50 years
Adapted from an article by Kate Schwass in the Simcoe Reformer
(written before the celebration)

AND SO IS THIS!

LIONS DONATION HELPED DEPARTMENT
BUY ITS FIRST FIRE TRUCK: A 1939 BICKLE

hushed voices about recent fires. When help was
needed, it came from Simcoe or Port Dover fire
departments.

The citizens of Vittoria chatted amongst themselves
before the meeting officially began.
They gathered in Vittoria Public School, talking in
-3-

Firefighters 50th

Vittoria neighbours tried to help extinguish the
flames, but they weren’t fast enough.
The town needed its own firefighters.
The group of citizens gathered for the meeting
because they wanted to set up their own fire brigade.
Names for the new fire department were tossed around
until The Vittoria and District Volunteer Fire-fighters
was agreed upon.
So on that day, July 4, 1956, the Vittoria fire
department was born.
The tale of the fire station’s beginnings are recalled
in the Vittoria book 200 Years of Memories. A portion
about fire-fighters was written by now retired
fire-fighter nJim Melville.
With a donation from the Vittoria Lions Club and
money borrowed from council, a 1939 Bickle Seagrave
and equipment was purchased for $4,829.
The land where the fire station still stands today
was purchased from Harry Ferris for $500 on October
1, 1956. The history of the fire department will be
retold through many different stories and personal
experiences at a celebration tomorrow in Vittoria.
District Chief Harold Stewart hopes many of the
122 firefighters who have served Vittoria will come
back for the party. When the station began in 1957,
there were seven firefighters, a fire chief, deputy chief

and two captains.
Now there are 19 volunteers who give their time to
help those in distress. For Harold, there will be tales
about saving dogs and cats, about the numerous fire
calls, but also a few about the one he refers to as the
“17 days of fire,” or the Hagersville tire fire where
millions of used tires went up in flames and made
worldwide headlines.
“We’ve had our big fires here,” Harold said. “There
will be a lot of stories that day, I’m sure. I hope some
of the older guys come back to shoot some old stories
with the new guys.”
Jim Melville has a few stories he can recall, but
some aren’t fit for a family newspaper, he laughed. He
has scrapbooks filled with memories from his 36 years
of service in Vittoria.
“My favourite memory was when the members of
Fire Station 11 threw a retirement party for me,” he
said. He was given a helmet in honour of the work he
had done.
The event runs from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the fire
station. After the party at the fire station, there will be
a reunion to celebrate Vittoria’s 210th anniversary and
the 10-year anniversary of the bicentennial. That gets
underway at 4 p.m. at the Vittoria & District
Community Centre.
-4-

Firefighters 50th & New Firehall?
Vittoria firefighters mark 50
years of serving village

Vittoria Firehall a hot budget
issue

Adapted from an article by Kate Schwass in the Times-Reformer

Adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe Reformer

Harold Jarvis sat in the drivers’ seat of the 1939
Bickle Seagrave and it brought back memories.
Harold joined the Vittoria and District Fire
Department in 1957. He recalled driving the Bickle to
fires around the area for almost 15 years.
The worst one was the Roswell family fire on the
Radical Road. Five people died in that fire. “We had to
stay there until Thompson Funeral Home got there,”
he said, shaking his head.
He was also one of the first to arrive at the hall
when a call came in. “I lived down the street, so when
the siren went off, I’d run up the sidewalk,” he said,
recalling one amusing situation when he was running
down the sidewalk while another Volunteer, Bob
McKenzie, ran across a field and they collided just
before getting to the fire hall.
The fires were never easy to go to, but Harold said
the camaraderie of his fellow volunteer firefighters
made the job enjoyable. His father, Max, was “one of
the originals” he said, and the volunteers often got
together at the fire hall on special occasions.
“We would have New Year’s Eve dances here, and
barbecues,” he said. “When we’d be called out to a fire
at night and were there until the morning, then we’d
come back and make bacon and eggs.”
There were always the friendships, Harold recalled.
Fellow retired volunteer nGary Cooper agreed. “We all
came together to build this building,” he said, standing
in the fire hall.
It wasn’t just the men who made the fire
department what it is today. The Fire Ladies
Organization often held bake sales, walk-a-thons and
catered Lions Club meals, nBarb Melville said.
“We helped with the restoration of the Bickle,” she
said. They sold plates, bells and mugs to raise money,
along with their other fundraising endeavours.
Norfolk County fire chief Denys Provost said the
volunteers were the real reason they were celebrating
50 years. “If it wasn’t for the desire by these men to
serve the community, you wouldn’t have a fire
department,” he said. “We’re honouring the many
volunteers who have given their time and service to
this community.”

COUNTY STAFF PREDICTS HUGE SPIKE IN
NORFOLK DEBT
The next new firehall in Norfolk will likely be built
in Vittoria.
Norfolk Council heard that the current hall in
Vittoria is deficient because there is no parking and
insufficient space inside for firefighters to tend to their
duties.
In a presentation to council, acting fire chief Rick
Shafto said a new fire vehicle purchased for the
Vittoria station had to be shortened so it would fit
inside.
The first step toward a new hall involves the
purchase of land. No timetable for doing so has been
set. But council did pencil in $180,000 in the 2007
draft capital budget for the acquisition. Even so, some
councillors thought the amount excessive. “You can
buy half a farm for that,” Delhi Councillor Mike
Columbus said.
The cost of building a new fire hall in Vittoria is
estimated at $800,000.
The situation in Vittoria was further clarified when
council agreed to delete $25,000 from the capital
budget for a firehall rationalization study in the
Vittoria-St. Williams area. There had been speculation
that the county might close both the St. Williams hall
and the Vittoria hall and build a new station in
between to serve the entire district. Windham
Councillor nDean Morrison and Port Rowan
Councillor Ted Whitworth reported that the idea is
unpopular with their constituents. “Quite frankly, they
need to know we’re keeping those stations open,”
Morrison said.
Asked his opinion, Acting Chief Shafto told council
he could not support an initiative that might reduce
community safety.
The firehall discussion came during debate of the
county’s 2007 draft capital budget. Major projects and
expenditures will be determined when council sets its
levy-supported operating budget at the end of
January.
Other highlights of the capital budget talks include:
Norfolk is facing intense upward pressure on water
and sewer rates because of the large number of
expensive projects that need to be undertaken. In his
presentation to council, Norfolk treasurer Mark Merritt
said the county stands to spend $4 million more on
capital projects in 2007 — $27 million in total — due
to water and wastewater issues. This rises by another
$4.2 million in 2008 and another $4 million on top of
that in 2009.
Treasurer Merritt said Norfolk will be carrying

Harold Jarvis went to the doctor to get a physical. A few
days later, the doctor saw Harold walking down the
street with a gorgeous young woman on his arm. A
couple of days later, the doctor spoke to Harold and
said, "You're really doing great, aren't you?"
Harold replied, "Just doing what you said, Doc: 'Get a
hot mamma and be cheerful.'"
The doctor said, "I didn't say that. I said, 'You've got a
heart murmur; be careful.'"
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Birding with Hugh
nor endangered but they are sometimes rather difficult
to find, so we felt honoured by their presence.
Further up the road we turned off at a small
orchard surrounded by Bluebird boxes and started a
search for an Eastern Bluebird. During the search
another Wild Turkey wandered by in the field across
the road.
Bernd finally found the beautiful male Bluebird
sitting on the barn roof and we all spent a minute
enjoying his colours.
On to the Wilson Tract where Ovenbirds called from
all sides: “Teacher, teacher, teacher” and Red-breasted
Grosbeaks sat at the top of every tree and nothing
else.
We tracked down the Ovenbird and had a good look
at him. This was an unusual event for me as I usually
can not find this bird.
A nice look at both a Hooded Warbler (more gold)
and a Blackburnian Warbler (Firethroat) was good
recompense for the few species available.
After claiming a couple of other birds (not the
nineteen species I had been expecting) we headed back
to visit the Long Point Bird Observatory in Long Point.
After a muffin and a Pepsi at the picnic table we
were ready for more action. The Baltimore Orioles were
flitting past; the Blue Jays were screaming; the
White-throated Sparrows were flipping over leaves
looking for bugs and we struck more gold, a
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler showing us the gold
on its rump and the gold on its sides. A common and
beautiful bird at LPBO at this time of year.
After our walk around the woods we went back to
the laboratory to see a banding demonstration. We
watched as John put a tiny aluminum band on the
bird’s leg, and took the fat count and wing
measurement of the bird. Then he checked it for ticks
and discovered its age and sex. Lucky for us gold
miners it was a Chestnut-sided Warbler. Oh, sure it
has chestnut coloured side patches but look at that
golden crown. It should have been called a
Gold-headed Warbler.
As we left the banding lab Sandy spotted the
Double-crested Cormorant flying over and we headed
for the Old Provincial Park up the road. Here again the
species were few but the motto of the Old Provincial
Park is “you can always find something here that isn’t
at LPBO”. I do not know who invented this so-called
motto but it has always worked for me.
In this case it came up both brown and gold. A
Brown Thrasher flashed by us and darted into a bush
from which it was never seen again. However, it did
chatter away to us for awhile saying everything twice
in true Thrasher fashion.
On the way out of the park we spotted more gold: a
Magnolia Warbler. What a gorgeous bird! The chin,
breast and rump are brilliant gold; there are big black
streaks down the breast; and it has big white wing

long-term debt in the range of $60 million by the end
of next year. Due mainly to water and wastewater
projects, Mark said this could shoot up to $100 million
by the end of 2012. The county’s long-range capital
budget predicts that Norfolk will spend $70 million
from 2007 to 2014 on sewage treatment repairs and
upgrades alone. Rural residents with their own wells
and septic tanks do not pay for municipal water and
wastewater projects. Instead, this is financed by the
13,000 customers Norfolk has in Simcoe, Port Dover,
Waterford, Delhi, Port Rowan and Courtland.
Other major projects on the short list for 2007
include:
$300,000 for expanded public washroom facilities
on the beach in Port Dover;
$525,000 for additional docks, equipment,
parking, road-work and beautification of the Port
Dover Harbour Marina;
$427,000 for a new ambulance station in Port
Dover;
$420,000 for improvements to the county garage
on the Queensway West in Simcoe;
$370,000 for new financial software;
$52,000 for resurfacing the athletic field in
Langton;
$300,000 for sidewalk construction and repair
across the county;
$1.3 million for municipal drain construction and
maintenance.

Foundation Birders Strike Gold
contributed by nHugh McArthur

At 6:03 on the morning of May 15, 2006 Sandy and
Bernd Mueller and I headed off from Fisher’s Glen to
begin our “Morning With The Birds of Long Point”.
According to the Naval Observatory at Andersen
Mesa, Arizona, the sun was to rise over Fisher’s Glen
at 5:59. It was not noticeable to us. Either we were not
awake yet or it was quite cloudy.
Seven minutes later as we passed through the
Turkey Point Forest we logged our first bird, a Wild
Turkey walking at the side of the road. At the Bird
Studies Canada office building in Port Rowan we
picked up a few of the usual species and were
delighted when a Belted Kingfisher flew over.
With twelve species under our belts we headed for
the little bridge over Big Creek on Regional Rd. 60.
This is where we first struck gold.
An American Goldfinch with its brilliant gold back
and white rump patch and undertail coverts sat on a
branch and sang for us. Shortly thereafter we heard
“Sweet, sweet, sweet, I’m so sweet” and a little
all-yellow bird with rusty streaking on its breast
popped out for us to see. More gold! A Yellow Warbler.
We also found a pair of Rough-winged Swallows
sitting on the power line. These birds are neither rare
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Donnybrook is 149 & McInnes/Wotten Heritage Home
then come into the fair.”
Terry Boyer of Delhi had a 4-H educational display
where people were able to get up close to the animals
and learn about them while having fun. “This is a
great chance for kids to learn about the animals and
maybe get interested in 4-H clubs,” Terry said. “With
4-H, the kids are local and they come to our place
where they can work with our animals. It’s great for
kids who live in town, because they can’t have these
animals, but they still get a chance to work with
them.”
His son, Brad Boyer, 15, said he has learned a lot
through the many 4-H clubs he has joined. “Learn to
do by doing,” he said. “Any fair we go to, we try to tell
other kids about the animals.”
Friends Delray Minnie and Amanda Potter, both 11,
from Port Rowan got a hands-on lesson Saturday
morning. Terry allowed the two girls to take two goats
out of their pen and try leading them. It proved more
difficult than the girls thought because the goats were
much more interested in eating the grass than moving.
When Boyer got them some food to hold in their
hands, both girls giggled as they watched and felt the
goats try to get the food. “It tickles,” Potter said,
laughing. While they both said they enjoy the rides
and the demolition derby, this was certainly a
highlight for them. “That was cool. I liked getting them
to eat out of my hands,” Delray said.
Next year, the fair will celebrate 150 years. It will
receive a plaque from the Ontario Association of
Agricultural Societies and Larry Partridge said they
may take on an anniversary project.
Organizers would like to focus on the community
centre on the fairgrounds, which is home to the
children’s crafts and the baby contest during the fair.
“Hopefully next year, we can re-side it and put in some
new windows,” he said. “There is a need for these
smaller halls for people to rent, so that could be a good
project for us.”
Larry added that while the Donnybrook Fair may
seem small to some, it’s still a good price for a great
day. "It’s all local and it’s fun,” he said. “I like the fact
it’s $5 for adults to get in and you have everything.”

bars and tail markings. Magnificent!
It was time for three hungry birders to lunch at the
Harbour Lights and collect our thoughts. We certainly
didn’t eat like birds but we were soon off to the back
roads north of Long Point.
The first stop at Lee Brown Marsh gave us Canada
Geese and more Canada Geese and nothing else. If you
happen to visit this in the spring watch out for a
Killdeer nesting in the driveway almost every year.
At Hahn Marsh we were able to pisch a Common
Yellowthroat (more gold). To find out more about
pisching read the article in the Winter ‘05 issue of
Birdwatch magazine. To find out more about Common
Yellowthroats look for a bird with a golden breast, dark
back and wearing a black mask.
On the ‘A’ Road the Turkey Vultures were flying
over and an Eastern Phoebe called to us. On
Concession 1 we had a good look at a female Hooded
Merganser, a pair of Wood Ducks and our final bit of
gold for the day, a Lesser Yellowlegs.
At 4:10 as the Cliff Swallows darted back and forth
over the pond it started to rain. We decided that we
were fair weather birders and we headed for home. It
was a good day. We saw 47 species and heard a few
more. Birding is one of the best ways I know of to get
tired. Thanks for a great day Sandy and Bernd. I
thoroughly enjoyed myself.

Donnybrook fair continues
149-year tradition
Adapted from an article by Kate Schwass in the Simcoe Reformer

The Donnybrook Fair has skipped a few years. Last
year, they celebrated 140 years of fall fair fun. This
year, they are celebrating 149 years. Feel like you’re
missing something?
So did the Donnybrook fair board, said secretary
and treasurer Larry Partridge. “For the longest time,
we’ve gone with the date of 1865 as our anniversary,”
Larry said. “Now we know that’s not right.”
The Charlotteville Agricultural Society, which runs
the Donnybrook Fair, recently discovered the society
was actually incorporated in 1857 and that’s when the
first fair was held. For the first 10 years, the fair was
held in Vittoria, then moved to Walsh in 1867, where it
has been held ever since, including this past weekend.
The annual fall fair had all the wonderful things it
always offers: the parade, a baby show, the tractor pull
and of course, the demolition derbies on both
Saturday and Sunday.
Sam King, 4, of Simcoe couldn’t wait to get to the
fair to get some blue cotton candy his mom Kristie
Swing said. “Yesterday, all he could say is that he
wanted cotton cangy on a stick,” she said, adding her
parents live in Walsh and they come to the fair every
year. “We walk down the road and watch the parade,

Former McInnes house
designated Heritage Home
A landmark home in Vittoria received a heritage
designation this week. Tuesday, Norfolk council
declared the McInnes-Wotten property at 22 Lamport
Street a heritage home. Also known as Maplelodge, the
impressive brick structure was built by Dr. Walter
Mclnnes in 1872.
A report to Norfolk council says the home was built
in the High Victorian style which was popular at the
time. In his day, Dr. Mclnnes served as president of
-7-

Raymond Retires & 2006 Scholarship
much as $10,000 a
year.
Success, say choir
members, rested with
Raymond, whose
knowledge of music and
passion made the
difference. “I didn’t see
how anybody could
keep a four-hour
rehearsal going,” said
nGeorge Watt, who
retired two years ago as
the minister at Vittoria’s
Baptist Church and
sang in the original
choir. “But Ray knew
when to give you a kick
in the fanny or a pat on
the back.”
He also has a great
sense of fun, said
members. “He’s a
showman. He’s a born
emcee,” added George.
Ray said the “spirit of
the choir is one of
laughter. People came mainly because rehearsal was
so much fun. We laughed at them a lot.”
Heidi Bowman said she sees herself as probably a
temporary director, there to keep the group going until
someone who is “more qualified” can be found.
This year’s lineup of music has been chosen and
any changes are likely to be gradual, said Heidi, a
teacher at Delhi Public School. “There’s an evolution
from one director to another.”
The Vittoria Choir meanwhile has “brought Vittoria
alive and helped turn it into a little, vibrant
community,” said George Watt. One of the spinoffs of
the bicentennial celebration, he noted, was the
creation of the Vittoria Foundation, a charitable group
that has steered money to causes across the county.

the Norfolk Medical Association.
“Walter was much loved and respected in the
community,” says a report from Norfolk’s Heritage
Committee. “He practiced medicine in Vittoria for 49
years, until age 77. He succumbed to the very virus he
was so valiantly treating during the (Spanish)
influenza epidemic of 1919 which claimed so many
lives throughout the world.”

Vittoria sings praises of choir
director
Adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

RAY DANLEY HAS DIRECTED POPULAR
CHOIR FOR 10 YEARS
The choir that sprung out of this tiny village a
decade ago, and has since raised thousands of dollars
for area causes while delighting audiences with its
singing, recently lost the man who led it from the start.
nRay Danley stepped back after 10 years as
director but will continue on as an assistant. Heidi
Bowman of Simcoe has taken over.
On a recent Sunday, 130 people gathered at the
Vittoria Community Centre to pay tribute to the man
who has become something of a musical institution in
the county.
Raymond stood at a podium and conducted the
crowd, who included current and past choir members,
in a medley of tunes. The unspoken question remains
what will happen to the choir. It was originally struck
to sing O Canada and a couple of other tunes during
the opening ceremony of the village’s bicentennial
celebration in 1996.
But the 33 people from Vittoria and area had such
a good time under Ray’s direction that they continued
to meet and sing.
The group nearly tripled in size and became in
demand for fundraising concerts — belting out jazzy
interpretations of popular songs from different eras —
especially for churches in need of money to repair
stained glass windows and organs. It has raised as

Kate Van Paemel awarded 2006
Vittoria & District Foundation
scholarship
Contributed by nJim Wies

The Vittoria & District Foundation is very pleased to
announce the recipient of the tenth annual Vittoria &
District Foundation Scholarship. The scholarship
programme is intended to recognize scholastic and
extracurricular achievement and to provide financial
assistance to young people of Vittoria and district
entering their first year of post-secondary education.
The applications submitted were duly studied by the
selection committee, consisting of nDon Fort, nLinda
Vancso and nJim Wies.
The 2006 Scholarship Award of $2,000 went to Kate
Van Paemel of R. R. #1 Vittoria, a graduate of Port
-8-

2006 Scholarship & Spooky Hollow
Spooky Hollow is peaceful
sanctuary
Adapted from an article by Donna Crone McMillan
in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

When my nephews were young and into Star Wars,
they called it the “Ewok Forest”, conjuring up images
of little furry creatures living high among the trees and
skilled in forest survival.
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club’s Spooky Hollow
Sanctuary, located on Spooky Hollow Road near
Normandale, has been a magical “Carolinian” find
since I first accidentally cross-country skied into it
from the Fish Hatchery many years ago.
When the snow falls, it is a winter wonderland with
clear, sandy-bottomed Fisher’s Creek and tiny Fern
Brook running like loose ribbons through its 165-acre
property.
With the awakening of spring, the hardwoods bud,
the skunk cabbages burst out in their lime green hue,
thousands of ferns show their new lacy fronds and
wild flowers abound.
In summer, there is the feel of a tropical rain forest
– humid, with millions of mosquitoes fighting to get
through the mesh of your bug jacket.
In autumn, the trails are carpeted in gold, yellow,
rust and red.
Each trail, whether it is Landon, Marion Shivas,
Hemlock, Oak Circle or Leather-wood Lane, takes you
on a different short nature walk in a protected
preserve where hunting, fishing, ATVs and mountain
bikes are banned. There are hills. There are valleys.
There are wild turkeys. There are deer. There are
uprooted trees. There are fungi. But there are no
people.
For me, Spooky Hollow has been a place to walk
and talk with friends and family. It has been the
backdrop for annual winter hiking parties. On Sunday
mornings, with bird choirs singing more vibrantly than
a “Solitude’s” CD, it is God’s special outdoor cathedral.
It is a place to laugh, cry, think, reflect and be at peace
... far, far away from the maddening crowds.
The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club purchased this
property in two acquisitions in 1961 and 1993. I joined
the Club to support the work they are doing to
re-establish the original oak savannah, which is one of
the most endangered ecosystems in North America, to
help protect this forest’s Carolinian character and to
enjoy the use of this unique property.
Norfolk has lots of beautiful and interesting
landscapes to offer us. But for me, Spooky Hollow is
truly an enchanted forest. For more information on the
sanctuary visit www.hamiltonnature.org

Dover Composite School. Kate has now commenced a
course of studies for a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Kinesiology at the University of Waterloo. She plans to
pursue a career in this fascinating field, which entails
the study of human movement and movement-related
conditions.
Kate, an Ontario Scholar, has an impressive array
of credentials to her credit. Academically, she has
maintained strengths in all subjects with a resulting
high average. Her academic excellence combined with
her active and productive extracurricular schedule
have led to numerous accomplishments, most notably
the J. R. Wallace Humanitarian Award, the Dr. T. S.
Sartor Volunteer Award, the Staff Award for
Excellence, and the Port Dover Co-op Award. She is a
natural leader and has acted as assistant in her
classes; as well, she has tutored her peers and other
students in the school.
Kate has served on the Students’ Council, has been
very active in volleyball and other sports; she has
coached, organized tournaments and assisted at
countless school events. In fact, her prowess in
volleyball undoubtedly contributed to the girls’
volleyball team winning the NSSAA Championship in
2005. Also of particular note is her key role in
organizing the new sport of Beach Volleyball at Port
Dover Composite.
Kate’s drive, her natural enthusiasm and her wealth
of experience honed through her academic and
extracurricular pursuits will undoubtedly facilitate her
in achieving the goals she has set for herself.
The purpose of the Vittoria & District Foundation,
established as a direct result of the Vittoria
Bicentennial in 1996, is to assist with the provision of
public amenities to benefit the community and
surrounding area, to contribute to the advancement of
education, and to support a wide range of deserving
community activities including projects of a social,
cultural, heritage and environmental nature.

I was always taught to respect my elders,
But it keeps getting harder to find one.
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Summerfest & Norfolk County Fair
of summer,” said mother Nicole. “We did every event
we could.”
Money raised from Summerfest, usually about
$8,000, is used to upgrade the village’s park and
playground.

Turkey Point’s Summerfest
successful
Adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

The numbers are surprising when you stop and
think about it. A small, lakeside village puts on a
weekend festival that requires hundreds of volunteers,
maybe as many as the entire population of Turkey
Point.
So how do organizers get enough manpower to put
on Summerfest?
“Pretty well everybody who lives here supports us,”
resident Al Bouw said as he coordinated the Sunday
morning breakfast.
Virtually everyone who lives here or summers here
rolls up their sleeves to help with a poker night, a pork
and beef dinner, two dances, a 14-team volleyball
tournament, a bed race, a bartenders race, a pet show,
a karaoke contest, a car show, kids’ games, and a
sand sculpture contest.
On Saturday, volunteers spent hours peeling
potatoes and pre-cooking sausage for the breakfast
served the next morning under the pavilion in the park
to an estimated 600 people. Eight hundred people
came to the Friday night dinner.
The weekend also depends on residents getting
friends to help. Peter and Marjorie Jaevons come to
Summerfest every year and leave their boat, normally
moored in Port Dover, at a friend’s place.
This year they helped judge the sand sculpture
contest, held in the park’s beach volleyball court.
A hose with a number of extensions was brought
over the play park fence and was used by children to
moisten the sand so it could be moulded.
There were nine entries this year, up from five last
year.
The Jaevons examined a sea turtle, a sunfish
(poplar leaves were used for its scales), a monster
truck track, a happy face, and a melting chocolate
cottage.
“You may have figured out by now there are no
losers in this contest,” said judge Joe Howe, the
Jaevons’ friend.
Prizes were awarded for the biggest, smallest,
funniest, and most imaginative sculptures. Travis
Jacobs, 13, led a group of four friends in making the
sea turtle, which won for the largest exhibit.
His friend Kayla Handsaeme, 13, of Courtland used
her fingers to draw out the checkerboard pattern of the
turtle’s back while Branden Gignac, 13, of Langton
and his brother Brock, 16, gathered bits of gravel from
the playground next door and placed the stones into
the pattern.
Jeff Moyaert, who grew up in Delhi but lives in
Mississauga and has a cottage in Turkey Point,
watched as his son Jared, 8, hosed down his sunfish.
“The kids look forward to Summerfest from the onset

Homecrafts always popular
part of Norfolk Fair
Adapted from an article by Lyn Tremblay in the Port Dover Maple Leaf
(written before the Fair)

Volunteers for the Norfolk County Fair have been in
“fair mode” for weeks. “Everything is now ‘after the
fair’,” laughed Linda Bresolin who, with Chair of
Homecrafts nGinger Stanley, shares the responsibility
of organizing competitions and displays in the popular
Homecraft Building.
“We’ll be there bright and early at 6:00 a.m. on
Thursday (just days before the fair opens) to set up the
Junior exhibits downstairs and the displays upstairs,”
says Ginger. “I don’t know what we’d do without
George Araujo (Facilities Manager) and his staff.”
While Mr. Araujo seems to be everywhere at once
during the fair’s set-up, the volunteers themselves
have also been busy in the months leading up to the
big event. “Last year we stained and varnished new
shelving and this year we painted all the culinary arts
(section),” says Ginger. “We do a bit each year. It is
good for camaraderie among committee members and
saves work for the staff.”
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Norfolk County Fair & Bridal Showcase
However, the bulk of the work requires an army of
volunteers and can only be done in the last few days
leading up the fair, which last year drew 110,000
visitors to Norfolk County. Ginger has been involved
with Homecrafts for 15 years and heads the
organization of the junior entries in the lower part of
the huge building, while Linda takes care of organizing
activities in the upper portion. Ginger will help set up
and organize judging of junior classes including crafts,
art, needlework, culinary arts, educational and a
Kiddie Corner. Nine judges will be rallied to determine
the winning entries out of hundreds registered.
Trends come and go but over the years those who
plan and organize the competitions at the Norfolk
County Fair Homecrafts Building have continued to
keep pace with those changes. Every year something
new is added to the mix. “This year A.C.E. (the fair’s
mascot) sponsored an ‘Ugly Cake Contest for Kids’,”
says Ginger.
The rules, especially those for the culinary art
competition have had to be re-thought at times. “One
year we had bugs dipped in chocolate!” she recalls. “No
one would sample them. Now the rules say they must
be edible.”
While some competitions fade in interest after two
or three years and are then dropped from the entry
lists. Ginger says in the junior categories Lego has
withstood the test of time. “It is still the most popular
thing. It has been going for years and the kids still love
it! After every fair we have a meeting to discuss the
entries. It’s about keeping the kids coming, that’s all.
It’s hard to keep them involved.”
In the upper storey of the building, adult
competitions draw top quality entries in 130 different
categories of crafts, plus needlework, culinary arts,
visual art and Women’s Institute exhibits.
“It’s difficult to know how much is going to come in.
The number of entries are dependent on so many
different things - the weather, the economy. We never
know what to expect,” says Linda.
In the past few years, demonstrations have also
proven to be a popular addition to the building. Linda
says that different daily craft demonstrations are
geared to the age groups attending the fair. “On Young
Canada Day we have an ‘All Media Painting’. The kids
will be interacting with different things.” On
Wednesday, which is Seniors Day, the live craft will
feature knitting. On Thursday, weaving will be
demonstrated. Friday will see the return of a rubber
stamping demonstration which was a popular draw
last year and continues to be of interest to the
population. On Saturday, the Norfolk Potters’ Guild
will be bringing a potter’s wheel for demonstrations.
On Sunday, ‘pyrography’ (wood-burning) will be
featured and on Monday, Linda is excited about a
demonstration of silk embroidery art.
About 10 or 12 Women’s Institute organizations

active in the area will create exhibits using the theme,
‘Fantasy Island’ this year. The ‘white cabinet’ collection
located near the visual art competition is also a
popular destination for those entering the building.
This year, Simcoe resident Mike Bonaccorso will bring
his collection of Norfolk memorabilia.

Welcome Wagon Bridal
Showcase
Adapted from an article by Kate Schwass in the Simcoe Reformer
(written before the Showcase)

The summer wedding season is ending, which
means it’s wedding show season.
Local brides and grooms who are looking for advice
for their big day will find nearly 40 businesses with
displays at the annual fall Welcome Wagon Bridal
Showcase.
“We’ve got pretty well everything they will want for
their wedding and their new home,” Welcome Wagon
representative nVirginia Drayson said. “It’s an exciting
and informative evening that they won’t want to miss.”
Virginia said the showcase is unlike other wedding
shows. Held on a Wednesday evening, the show allows
local business owners to interact with brides, grooms,
parents and friends.
The show has just one business from each category,
so brides and grooms get a wide variety of different
services. Another bonus, representative Marilyn
Reeves said, is that after the show, those planning a
wedding shouldn’t have any problem going back to the
businesses. “Our brides are local, and these are almost
all local businesses,” she said. “The brides, and the
grooms too, really appreciate that.”
The Welcome Wagon Bridal Showcase also gives all
registered brides a bag filled with gifts from each of the
businesses who will have displays.
This year, Linda Ramage from Design Concepts in
Port Dover will be supplying the grand door prize of a
beaded bedding ensemble.
“It’s nice to know most are local businesses and so
everything is at your fingertips,” Linda said.
Linda, a Welcome Wagon supporter for more than
10 years, said the show is a great chance to interact
with local residents and let them know what she has
to offer.
There will be another Welcome Wagon Bridal
Showcase on January 31. Doors open at 6 p.m. at
the Vittoria & District Community Centre. It’s free,
but those wanting to attend should preregister to
ensure they get a gift bag by visiting
www.bridal-showcase.ca or by calling nVirginia
Drayson at 519-426-3794 or Marilyn Reeves at
519-426-9966.
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Vittoria W.I.
Vittoria Women’s Institute
keeps busy
As usual, the Vittoria Women’s Institute has
enjoyed another busy year.
In January, the Vittoria W.I. sent two packages to
Trinidad-Tobago in the West Indies to help the women
of that area.
In the Fall, the W.I. won second prize at the Norfolk
County Fair for their display. The theme for 2006 was
“Fantasy Island”, and the island chosen by the Vittoria
Institute was “Ireland”.

At that same meeting, a draw was conducted to
determine the winning tickets for the W.I. fundraising
Raffle, proceeds of which were applied to the purchase
and installation of the new kitchen cabinets at the
Town Hall.
Raffle prizewinners were:
1st prize (Quilt) – Donna Schram; 2nd prize (Clock)
– Lacey Geerts; 3rd prize (Afghan) – Barb Melville; 4th
prize (Picnic Basket) – Tony Erdelac.

At the November meeting, Shauna Cowan from the
Canadian Raptor Conservancy, Vittoria brought 3
birds of prey, an American Kestrel (sparrow hawk), a
red-tailed hawk and a great horned owl. The three
beautiful birds were bred, raised and trained at their
farm south of Vittoria.
Shauna and her husband travel across Canada
doing shows in schools and at fairs.

The new kitchen cabinets in the Town Hall were paid for by a group
of partners which included The Vittoria Firefighters Association, The
Vittoria branch of The Independant Order of Foresters, The Vittoria
Lamport Club, the Vittoria Lions Club, The Vittoria & District
Foundation, and the Vittoria Women’s Institute.

In December, a number of Vittoria district seniors
were entertained by the Institute at a Christmas
luncheon, which featured a visit from that jolly old elf,
Santa Claus.
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Art & Woodcraft/Christmas in Vittoria & Eastern Star Turns 80
Christmas, the Vittoria Community Centre was abuzz
with activity as members of the Vittoria Lioness Club
gathered to prepare Christmas boxes for 10 needy
families in the Port Dover, Vittoria and Simcoe area.
Many rolls of colourful Christmas paper were
needed to wrap six bags full of toys donated to the
group by the Point Tent and Trailer Resort in Turkey
Point.
Lioness Club President Deb Cole explained that the
group was chosen this year as the recipient of the toys.
“The trailer park has a Christmas in July party every
year. To get into the party, you have to bring a child’s
gift. A different community club is chosen to receive
the gifts each year. The number of toys we received
was astronomical.”
The group was able to provide gifts for nine
children, aged one month to 13 years, in their group of
families, but the bounty was also spread to 10 children
from the Norfolk General Hospital’s family tree as well
as four more from the Zeller’s needy children’s
Christmas tree.
And there were still toys left over! The balance was
donated to the Royal Bank’s Toy Drive in Port Dover.
Each of the families sponsored by the Lioness Club
also received two boxes of food. Everything needed for
a hearty Christmas meal was provided, including a
frozen turkey and fresh vegetables. But the boxes also
contained staples such as cereal, cookies, candy, cake
mixes, beverages, etc. which would help feed the
family beyond that special day.
The Lioness Club took on the responsibility of
preparing the boxes and members of the Lions Club
stepped in to deliver the packages to the needy
families.

Vittoria Art and Woodcraft
Show offers unique holiday gift
ideas
Adapted from an article by Kate Schwass in the Simcoe Reformer

For shoppers like Marty and Debi Arsenault, the
Vittoria Art and Woodcraft Show is the perfect place to
find that one-of-a-kind gift.
“We always want something unique,” Debi said. The
Simcoe couple checked out the different wares of local
artists, hoping to fill a few holes in their Christmas
list.
The show, held on the third weekend of November
at the Vittoria & District Community Centre, had
something for just about everyone.
Wilf Pond of Renton is a pyrographic artist and was
working on a piece while talking with shoppers.
“There’s been a lot of interest and it’s amazing how
many said, as a kid, they did the wood burning kits,”
he said, taking a break from burning a scene including
his trademark, an old barn and trees done on an old
barn board. He said he enjoys being able to sit and
chat with people about what he does and it’s a good
chance to catch up with old friends.
“That’s the fun part of coming to these shows, the
fellowship,” he said. The sale also included stained
glass, pottery, paintings, puppets, birdhouses and
songbird carvings.
Phyllis Allen and her husband Doug came from
Woodstock to show off their Pennyfoot Puppets, which
are human and animal marionettes.
“Our biggest seller is the moose and we sold out of
those,” Phyllis said.
The Vittoria Art and Woodcraft Show was held
during the annual “Christmas in Vittoria” Tour, which
encourages shoppers to get their holiday shopping
started with deals and events at 10 different locations
around the town. There was also a lunch held at the
Old Town Hall.
During the two days at the various locations, people
came out of shops with bags of goodies and could be
heard in the parking lots planning their next stop.
nNancy Racz at Kernal Peanuts, a contact for the
tour, said people travelled from Kitchener, Woodstock
and London after reading about the event on the
Vittoria website (www.vittoria.on.ca).
“We were very happy with the response,” she said,
adding customers seemed to be going away happy no
matter where they stopped on the tour.

Vittoria Order of the Eastern
Star celebrates 80 years
Adapted from an article by nMarg Werden in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Eighty years after the Chapter’s first meeting on
December 8, 1926, members of the Vittoria Chapter
152 of the Order of the Eastern Star gathered to
celebrate the organization’s 80th birthday on Saturday
afternoon.
The Order of the Eastern Star is a spiritual
organization that does good work for the community.
“The Order of the Eastern Star is the largest
organization in the world that both men and women
can join,” said Worthy Matron nMelynda Norman-Lee.
The Order was established in 1850 in Boston, but
the Vittoria Chapter was not formed until December of
1926. According to the Chapter’s records, “The new
chapter had supper and then their first meeting.”
One story says that the people in the village were in
such a hurry to get a chapter started that they only
asked as many as were required to institute a chapter,

Vittoria Lioness and Lions
spread Christmas cheer
Adapted from an article by Lyn Tremblay in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

On a Sunday morning about a week before
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Eastern Star, and A Very Special Friend of the Foundation
and extended a further invitation only after the
institution, which is why they have few charter
members.”
Melynda is the fourth generation of her family to be
a member of the Vittoria Chapter. “My
great-grandmother joined the year the Chapter was
instituted and we’ve carried on from there.” Although
Melynda does not reside in Vittoria, she wanted to
continue the tradition of being a member of the
Chapter.
“I live in Scarborough but heritage is important to
me, so I come to Vittoria for the monthly meetings and
keep in touch by e-mail and telephone.”
There are currently 40 members of the Vittoria
Chapter. “Most are seniors, but there are some
younger members,” Melynda said. “My grandmother
joined when she was 18 and was a member for over 80
years. That gives me something to live up to.”
The stated purposes of the organization include
charity, education, fraternity and science. “Each
Worthy Matron chooses her own charity for which we
raise funds,” said Past Worthy Matron Irene Atkinson.
“My project was the Cat Scan at the hospital.”
Worthy Matron Norman-Lee’s project is to help
children in Norfolk. “There is no specific charity, but
the money we raise will go towards children,” Melynda
said. “Whether it’s given to the hospital for the
children’s ward or to one of the children’s homes, it
will be hard to decide. The Chapter also gives money to
the district and provincial charities. The provincial
donation this year is going to research on the
relationship between mental health, depression and
alcoholism in youth.”
The organization’s big fundraiser is a ham and
scalloped potato dinner held in Vittoria every April.
However, the group also raises money by catering
weddings and other social gatherings.
The Eastern Star’s birthday party included a social
time, a walk down memory lane with a display of
memorabilia, dinner, and entertainment by the
Friends in Harmony.

& District Foundation will be receiving a very generous
bequest from Jim’s estate.
The Executive of The Vittoria & District Foundation
sincerely appreciates the fact that Jim thought highly
enough of the Foundation to include us in his Will. We
will try to continue the work that we have started, to
justify Jim’s faith in, and love and respect for our
Foundation.
The following article was written using articles from the Ducks Unlimited
Canada Conservator, The Simcoe Reformer, and the St. Thomas Times
Journal as well as personal interviews.

Jim Robinson was a dedicated conservationist.
As a boy growing up in Aylmer, Jim Robinson
always liked hunting. He started hunting rabbits with
a bow and arrow. Later, a gun collector in his
hometown who had a large collection of old guns gave
Jim his first gun - a muzzleloader - the old kind where
you put the powder in the end of the barrel. Jim
hunted rabbits and squirrels and ducks with that gun
for a long time. Every chance he got he would go
hunting. And he never missed a hunting season until
he was well into his nineties.
During the Depression, Jim was laid off from his
railroad job, but managed to get a job in a hardware
store in Aylmer. A few years later, one of the partners
who owned the store died, and Jim managed to scrape
together enough money to buy out the other partner.
By hard work and wise management, Jim built the
store up. Eventually he owned another hardware store
(in Sarnia) as well as a clothing store in Aylmer. Jim’s
Aylmer Hardware was the biggest hardware store in
Ontario, and he eventually sold it to the Canadian Tire
Corporation.
When Jim bought his 56 acres of marshland in the
1940s, it wasn’t much of a home for ducks. Today it is
a conservation success story. Jim transformed the
land which he said “was all cattails” into a thriving
duck marsh. There were no ponds, so he bought a big
tractor and used a two-man slush scraper to scoop out
the muck. He used to leave work in Aylmer, pick up

Thank you, Jim Robinson,
dedicated Conservationist
nJames Arthur Robinson of Port Royal was a
Founding Member of The Vittoria & District
Foundation. He was also a member of the Vittoria
Lamport Club.
Sadly, Jim died on May 31, 2005 at the age of 95.
The Vittoria & District Foundation has recently
received a letter from the lawyers for Jim’s Estate,
confirming that the Foundation is to be one of the
beneficiaries of his Last Will and Testament.
Although the figures are not yet 100% finalized, it
appears that, within the next few months, the Vittoria
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We Thank you, Jim Robinson!
Creek into the Upper Big Creek Marsh. Water levels of
the Lee Brown Marsh, the Canadian Wildlife Service
Hahn Marsh, and the Flight Club Marsh can all be
controlled because of the dike and pumping system on
Jim’s land.
About 25 years ago, Jim sold his land to the Long
Point Region Conservation Authority, but retained a
life-lease which allowed him to live and hunt on the
land for the rest of his life. The LPRCA took over
maintenance of the pumping system, but Jim would
continue to fire it up whenever the marshes needed it.
Jim lived the last several years of his life in a dark
brown one-storey log cabin, surrounded by some of the
area’s most beautiful landscape, off the beaten track,
well back from the nearest road and rarely seen by
outsiders. Jim valued the Marsh and he valued his
privacy on the Marsh, which his friends and
acquaintances respected. It wasn’t that he disliked
people, but he valued his privacy more. Still, Jim was
far from being a hermit. In his retirement years he
often travelled to international destinations, at times
living the outdoor life and communing with nature,
always experiencing and enjoying the sights and
sounds and smells of many other cultures.
At home, around his cabin, were many of the tools
of his trade - the old dredger that he used years ago to
create the streams that run along his property, the
pumping system, his All-terrain vehicle loaded with a
selection of tools in an old wooden dynamite box, and
a fibreglass canoe with a small outboard motor. Jim’s
bird feeders were scattered around throughout the
marsh, attracting many species.
Jim noted with regret the declining number of geese
and ducks that set down on his property in recent
years. He attributed this largely to warm weather
staying farther north and to fluctuating Lake Erie
water levels. His last few years, Jim spent more time
feeding the birds than hunting them.
There can be no doubt that for years, he was one of
the oldest active duck hunters in the country, but he
was also a dedicated conservationist.
Jim Robinson was a very interesting man.

some sandwiches his wife had ready for him, pick up
the two men to help him, and dig ponds and dynamite
and dredge channels through the marsh.
While still living in Aylmer, Jim had a pond ten feet
deep dug at the back of his property. He enclosed the
pond with a high wire fence and planted several trees
for the ducks’ protection. For about ten years, he
raised wild Mallard ducks as a backyard hobby. Some
years he raised as many as 800 or 1,000.
He turned his garage into a brooder house and his
basement into an incubator room. Each summer he
would transfer the birds to his Port Royal sanctuary,
where they would stay until fall. None of the birds were
clipped, and all were always free to fly. Once his
Aylmer Hardware store was sold, Jim retired and was
able to spend a lot more time developing his
sanctuary.
The thriving Jim Robinson Marsh now plays an
important part in the continued success of the
surrounding marshes. Part of the reason that the
Robinson Marsh is so important is because of the
pumping system. Because he was a conservationist by
nature, Jim paid for the installation of a pumping
system which allows water to be pumped out of Big

The Executive of The Vittoria & District Foundation
have been aware for several years that many charitable
and religious organizations have been actively
soliciting bequests from their members and the public.
Although the Vittoria & Dustrict Foundation, does
not actively and agressively solicit and pursue
bequests, we do appreciate those who show faith and
confidence in our organization and our objectives. On
behalf of all those people in the area who will beneift
from this, it is with pride we say, Thank You Jim.
The Vittoria & District Foundation acquires its
funds in a number of ways: by Membership fees;
Spaghetti Dinner & Auction profits; occasional
catering activities; donations by individuals (often, but
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Rob’s a King & Torytown’s Morning Mystery
Rob has worked with his new head coach Marc
Crawford before, at the 1998 Nagano Olympics, and
was looking forward to connecting with the former
Vancouver Canucks bench boss once again.
The Kings recently signed another person that Rob
goes back even further with. Los Angeles announced
that Waterford native Nelson Emerson would join the
Kings as video and player development consultant.
Nelson and Rob have been friends since they played
hockey against each other here in Norfolk while
growing up.
“It’ll be good. I’ve known Nels a long time,” said Rob
smiling. “He’s done a great job with the hockey
program in California. It’s always good to work with
good people and I’m looking forward to it.”

not always, in memory of someone); and now,
bequests.
We will continue to serve the community diligently,
working to raise funds so we can continue
contributing to what we deem worthy projects to
enhance the quality of life in and around Vittoria.

Rob Blake looked forward to
second stint with L.A. Kings
Adapted from an article by Steven Noble in the Simcoe Reformer

As athletes get older the hits begin to hurt more,
the bruises last longer and it’s tougher to recover from
injuries.
Yet like fine wine, there are a few who improve with
age.
Rob Blake said despite his 36 years he still has a lot
of quality hockey left in him.
“Obviously I’m not the same player I was when I
was 25 or 26-years-old,” said Rob, noting his age isn’t
necessarily a bad thing. “I’m older but I’m smarter.
“I still have a lot to offer and I don’t think this will
be my last contract.”
In the off-season, Rob signed a two-year, $12
million deal with the Los Angeles Kings. He spent the
first 12 years of his career with the Kings and is the
club’s all time leader in points recorded by a
defenceman. The Kings traded Rob to the Colorado
Avalanche in 2001 — in a deal that haunts Kings fans
to this day — for Adam Deadmarsh, Aaron Miller and
Jared Aulin. Neither Deadmarsh nor Aulin are in the
league anymore and Miller hasn’t played more than 59
games in any of the last three years.
After negotiations broke down with the Avalanche
earlier this summer, Rob began talks with L.A., the
San Jose Sharks and the New York Rangers. But
where he would play was never much of a question,
not in his mind.
“My mind was set pretty much on L.A.,” Rob said.
The decision was a matter of lifestyle as much as it
was a hockey decision. Rob’s wife, Brandi is from
California and the couple has maintained a home
there even after moving to Denver. Not to mention the
surfing is better in L.A. than in New York. Surfing is
one of Rob’s favourite hobbies when he’s not at the
rink.
While a long-term deal was a possibility for the
former Norris trophy winner, Rob said he chose to sign
a two-year deal because he is sure he can commit to a
high level of play for at least those two years.
And after that?
“Everything just depends on if I can play at the level
I’m used to,” said Rob.
He notes that Colorado is one of the best
organizations in the league, but the reality is that, “the
new economics make it hard to keep teams together.”

Early morning wake-up call
Contributed by Michele Crandall

Not much happens before 7 am in our peaceful
village. Most mornings it is the sun that causes us to
stir in our beds. That or the need to use the facilities.
Occasionally when the morning is exceptionally
clear. Pie Walsh’s prize rooster gets blamed for waking
us, down here in the village. On this particular
morning (July 19, 2006) the folks of Vittoria were
awakened by screeching tires and that sickening
sound of metal hitting metal. There had been a car
accident and it had happened right in the middle of
Vittoria.
Within minutes the street held more spectators
than the village has seen since the Bicentennial
parade back in July of ‘96. Why, the local Lions Club
would have done well had they been selling peameal
bacon on a bun.
Someone called 911 and right on cue there were 2
ambulances, 2 police cars and of course the fine men
of Fire Station 11, all in attendance. Quicker than
lightning, Old Brock Street was closed between Agnes
and Lamport. Firefighters directed spectators from
outside the village (this kind of news travels fast) to
use alternate routes to get around the accident scene.
Thankfully the parties involved in the collision were
not seriously hurt. No one was sure what had caused
the accident. The onlookers were scratching their
heads and before long they started coming up with
their own theories.
nKen Smith was standing amongst the throng of
villagers. He stated that neither the road nor speed
would be factors since the section of road in question
was as straight as an arrow and no one ever drove over
the 50 km speed limit.
nJim Melville noted that it wasn’t raining, hailing
or snowing and nAlan Winter added that fog could be
ruled out as a cause since it was a bright sunny
morning.
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Speculating on the Cause & Fisher’s Glen Memories
Firefighter Rick Crandall who had come upon the
collision while taking his son Zack to work told the
crowd that he didn’t see any any hogs, dogs, deer,
coons or other wild life running from the scene which
may have contributed to the crash.
Doc Church showed up from over on the St John’s
Road. It was his theory that either one or both parties
involved in the collision had been momentarily
mesmerized by the beauty of the flowering gardens at
the townhall. After all the accident happened almost
smack dab in front of the townhall. A few of the
onlookers agreed that this theory was a possibility
since nJack Bingleman had been doing such a fine job
of maintaining the grounds.
The next villager to share his thoughts was nClair
Smith. He told the crowd of concerned townfolk that
he believed it was his wife Gertrude’s fault that the
accident occurred. He went on to explain that
Gertrude had spent the better part of the previous
afternoon cleaning the windows (inside and out) at the
front of their house. He told the awestruck listeners
that sure as shooting the morning sun had shone
through that squeaky clean window, hit his wife’s
suncatcher then reflected back out the window and
most likely blinded one or both of the drivers.
The villagers thought this theory was just as good
as the garden one since after all the crash did take
place in the vicinity of the Smith’s front door. Gertrude
was beaming with pride since she took the whole clean
window part of the story as a true compliment of her
other domestic abilities. Clair, on the other hand was
looking pretty grim worrying about a lawsuit.
As the crowd continued to converse, someone asked
if anyone had seen Ron Brock. Ron is the village’s
“early riser” and could be found most every morning
walking his dog “Boy” around the town. It was agreed
that if anyone knew what had happened it would be
Ron. But as luck would have it, Ron and his dog had
slept in that morning and weren’t even aware of the
two car pile up on the main street. If only he hadn’t
slept in, I’m sure he would have been able to shed
some real light on the matter and not just the reflected
kind.

to the Glen (approximately 50 miles) would take us 3
to 4 hours. We headed south on Hwy. #6 passing
through Caledonia, Hagersville and Jarvis to our first
stop in Port Dover. There we would pick up a 50 Ib.
block of ice for the ice box at the cabin. As kids it was
a real treat to chip off a piece of ice to cool down.
The roads from Dover to the Glen were sandy and
treacherous at times. As we neared the Glen our family
would start singing the Glens unofficial national
Anthem, the song we learned from the Y camp.
Mom and Dad would unload the car and my
brothers and I would put on our bathing suits and run
through the woods to the beach. There we would meet
our cousins and fellow cottagers.
There was always so much for us to do- fishing,
boating and swimming without supervision. We were
allowed to run free and seek out new adventures. As
curious boys we explored the sand hills, mud baths
and walked the shores of Lake Erie to Port Ryerse,
Normandale, and Turkey Point.
There was a Y camp up on the hill in Fisher’s Glen
and the local kids were allowed to mix and join in with
the campers. We played baseball in the field, used the
archery range, made crafts out of plaster of Paris and
joined the camp boys at night in the mess hall for skits
and entertainment.
In my teenage years my cousins, brothers and I
would walk to Vittoria and to Port Ryerse to the street
dances. In 1964 I met and courted Rhonda who I
eventually married in 1969.
I introduced Rhonda and her parents to Fisher’s
Glen and they enjoyed the place so much they rented a
cottage for a few years. My parents cabin was getting
too small to accommodate us all so Rhonda and I
purchased a three-bedroom cottage on the laneway
leading to the beach. This was our first major
purchase as a married couple and we never regretted
it.
Our weekends became very busy entertaining
friends and family. Rhonda and I became very involved
in the Fisher’s Glen Cottagers Association. We worked
very hard for the Hamlet and still do today.
Over the years visitors to the Glen couldn’t get over
the fellowship. They enjoyed the picnics, golf and
horseshoe tournaments and my favourite, our Graffiti
shows.
Our own two daughters had plenty of friends and
relatives to play with but there were restrictions unlike
when I was a young child holidaying in the Glen. Our
daughters are now married and Rhonda and I are
blessed with three beautiful grandchildren who enjoy
their weekends and holidays at the cottage.
It is wonderful to receive the phone call from the
grandchildren asking if they can go up to the cottage.
My father instilled in us to keep the family together
and there is no place like Fisher’s Glen for family and
friends.

Memories from the Glen
Contributed by Jack Smith son of Andrew Smith
and grandson of Robert McGowan Smith

My first visit to Fisher’s Glen was in the summer of
1946, 1 was 3 months old My grandfather with the
help of my dad and uncles built the Smith family
cottage and two cabins.
One of these cabins was given to my dad situated
near Fisher’s Glen creek. It was then our holidays
began and continued into adulthood in this one
bedroom cabin. In the 50's the journey from Hamilton
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More Fisher’s Glen Memories
A 90-year-old patient spoke up and said he knew
the place. After some discussion with her patient she
discovered that Mr. Dunn, her patient in the nursing
home in Scotland, was one of the original owners of
Fisher’s Glen. Checking our deed there it was, printed
the Land of Dunn and Wilson.

We are the first cottage at the entrance to the Glen
and over the years we met many people who pass by
on their way to the beach or knock on our door for
directions or to tell us stories they experienced in
Fisher’s Glen as kids.
Paul Brezay was one of our visitors who camped
here in the 30's as a young lad at the Lutheran
Church camp. Paul, Rhonda and I have become
friends and we share our memories and history
together.
We lost a lot of the original owners but their
memories live on through stories every time there is a
gathering at the beach, around the camp fire or parties
in the Glen. Sons and daughters are slowly taking over
just as I did for my parents.
We have come along way from the ice box, tents and
out houses to the modern facilities which are enjoyed
all year round. My grand father would be proud that
the Smith family has carried on the name in Fisher’s
Glen.

Fishing with Zulu
contributed by nOni Maclachlan

One of my favorite stories from Fisher’s Glen is
about a dog.
Zulu was a black lab who belonged to Wendy
(Newkirk) and Carl Fitzgerald who lived at lot #1 on the
old numbering plan at the Glen (I live at #5).
Zulu spent some time visiting us when her family
were away working and at school. She came with
walks with us along the beach and just generally spent
time with us.
Zulu was able to catch fish both at the lake at the
mouth of the creek and in the creek which runs
behind our property. She would suddenly run into the
creek and come wagging her tail back up the bank
with a large pink salmon in her mouth and with what
seemed to be a smile on her face. She would then
deposit the fish near your feet still wagging her tail.
What I find amazing is that she did not even break
the skin of the fish, nor did she eat them. She seemed
to be quite in disgust when we would return the fish
back into the water!
There were two incidents in particular that come to
mind. One day, we were taking a walk to the lake with
some visitors with Zulu tagging along as usual. We
were telling our visitors the stories of Zulu and her
fishing techniques and as though to prove our story,
when we reached the beach, Zulu took a mad dash to
the mouth of the creek and promptly retrieved yet
another fish to the amazement of our visitors.
The other remarkable story was the day that Zulu
arrived in our yard, seeming to want us to follow her,
which we did, behind the cottage to the creek. She
then proceeded to fetch a fish from the creek,
depositing it on the edge of the water. I then decided to
go to don rubber boots so that I could then retrieve the
fish, but before I returned the fish had slipped back
into the creek. It then seemed that Zulu gave me a
look of disgust and proceeded to retrieve the fish once
again. This time she brought the poor thing right to
the top of the bank as if to say - there you are - no
need for boots!!
I have heard many stories from many people about
things that have happened through the years at
Fisher’s Glen; I only wish that more of them had been
documented, particularly those that were told by
people who are no longer with us.

It’s A Small World After All
Contributed by Rhonda Smith

My husband Jack Smith grew up in Fishers’ Glen,
as a young child with his brothers and cousins.
Grandma and Grandpa Smith had a cottage there and
each of their sons (one being Jack’s dad) built a small
cottage for their families.
As years passed and the families grew Jack with his
wife Rhonda purchased their own cottage at the
entrance of the private laneway leading to the beach.
Fishers’ Glen was a hamlet on the shore of Lake Erie
and very few people knew about Fisher’s Glen.
We had lots of friends and family visit us at the
cottage with everyone enjoying the peace and
tranquility of the place. The children had hours of fun
at the beach with their friends and cousins. The
horseshoe tournaments, card games and wonderful
afternoons just visiting with friends in the yard was
very typical of the time spent at the cottage.
One of the most memorable visits to the Glen was
by relatives from Scotland. Being proud of our cottage,
a day at the Glen to show off our surroundings, meet
our friends and have a nice picnic lunch was in the
plans.
Our company had a delightful time and was so
amazed that the area reminded them so much of the
village they came from in Scotland.
With memorabilia in hand, and their vacation in
Canada over, they returned to their homeland and
back to work. One of our visitors worked in a nursing
home in Scotland and upon her return was talking
about her wonderful holiday in Canada and here visit
to this beautiful place Fisher’s Glen, with pens,
ashtrays and other small souvenirs to show off with
Fisher’s Glen printed on them.
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The Good Old Days, and Always Lookin’ for Money
The Good Old Days

Here we come again ... lookin’
for more money!

contributed by nIrene (Gustin) Hayward

“This store will open at 7 a.m. and close at 8 p.m. except
on Saturday, when it will close at 9 p.m. The store will
remain closed each Sunday.
Duties of Employees: Sweep floors, dust the furniture,
shelves and showcases, remembering that cleanliness
is next to godliness. Trim wicks, fill lamps, clean
chimneys. Make your pens carefully (but you may
“whittle them to suit your individual taste). Open
windows for fresh air. Each clerk shall bring in a scuttle
of coal and a bucket of water for the day’s business.
Any employee who smokes Spanish cigars, uses liquor
in any form, gets shaved at the barbershop or frequents
pool halls will give his employer every reason to
suspect his integrity, worthy intentions and all-round
honesty.
“Each employee is expected to pay his tithing to the
Church — that is, ten percent of his annual income. No
matter what your income might be, you shall contribute
not less than $25 per year to the Church. Each
employee will attend Sunday Sacrament meeting, and
adequate time will be given to attend Fast Meeting on
Thursdays. Also, you are expected to attend your
Sunday School.
“Men employees will be given one evening off each
week for courting purposes, or two evenings off each
week if they go regularly to church and attend church
duties.
“After an employee has completed his thirteen hours of
labor in the store, he should then spend his leisure time
in reading good books and contemplating the glories of
God, and building up the Kingdom of God.”

YES, IT IS TIME TO RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP FOR 2007!
Every year, your membership fees are put to good use, supporting
a number of worthwhile projects which enhance the quality of life for
folks in and around Vittoria.
Membership chairman John Donaldson reported that in 2006, our
membership stabilized at around 280 wonderful folks. Each year,
partly due to deaths (and partly due to memory loss, we think) the
number of members fluctuates a little. Fortunately, a number of new
members have been joining each year, which at least partially offsets
our losses.
Thank you all for joining and supporting the fine work of the
Vittoria & District Foundation. We appreciate every member’s
confidence and support, and respectfully request that each of you
continue to renew your membership annually.
If you have not already done so, please send in your $20 per
person annual dues for 2007.
PLEASE USE THE ENCLOSED MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM,
BECAUSE IT MAKES IT EASIER FOR THE TREASURER TO TRACK
AND RECONCILE THE MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNTS.
If you know anyone else who is thinking of becoming a member of
this wonderfully worthwhile benevolent organization, please
encourage them to join this year.
Additional Membership Application forms may be requested, or
may be downloaded from the Foundation’s Website:
www.vittoria.on.ca

PLEASE DO IT NOW! THANK YOU!
Items in this newsletter are often excerpted or adapted
from the local newspapers (Simcoe Reformer, Port Dover Maple
Leaf, Brantford Expositor) and other publications.
We have been known to occasionally make mistakes. As
time goes by, we seem to do that more and more often. We
apologize for all errors.
Thank you to all contributors of photos and articles – nOni
Maclachlan and nDiane Smith of the Vittoria Women’s
Institute for the loan of their scrapbooks; nJohn Donaldson,
nGertrude Smith, nMarg Werden, Kristy Dainton, Greg and
Bev Townsend, nDuncan Walsh, The Port Dover Maple Leaf,
nAda Casselton, nJim Wies, nHugh McArthur, Jack Smith,
Rhonda Smith, nOni Maclachlan, nIrene Hayward, and
Michele Crandall. Thank you to nLarry Cable and his amazing
crew of volunteers for stuffing and labelling the envelopes
containing the newsletters, and to distribute some of them.
Thanks to Sheelagh McFarlane for stamping and mailing the
envelopes.
Anyone who wishes to contribute an article for the next
Vittoria Booster, please contact Roger. All contributed items
welcome, even Letters to the Editor!
The Vittoria & District Foundation
P.O. Box 45 Vittoria, Ontario N0E 1W0
519-426-0234
godfather@kwic.com or twilac@kwic.com

The foregoing gives some indication of working
conditions as they were as recently as 1870.
All we have to say is that, while a great many of
the stipulations have merit (the clergy, in
particular, may be expected to nod approvingly),
most present-day employees would consider
themselves frightfully hard done by if they were
required to submit to any such routine.

Coming Events
• Welcome Wagon Bridal Showcase on January 31. Doors
open at 6 p.m. at the Vittoria & District Community
Centre. It’s free, but those wanting to attend should
preregister to ensure they get a gift bag by visiting
www.bridal-showcase.ca or by calling nVirginia Drayson
at 519-426-3794 or Marilyn Reeves at 519-426-9966.

Bob VanHooren and Jack Bingleman were quietly sitting
in Bob’s boat off Turkey Point, fishing and drinking an
occasional beer.
Almost silently so as not to scare the fish Bob said,
"I think I'm going to divorce my wife .... she hasn't
spoken to me in over 2 months."
Jack continued slowly sipping his beer, then
thoughtfully said, "You better think it over ... women like
that are hard to find."

• Vittoria Lions & Lioness Community Supper at the
Vittoria & District Community Centre on Sunday
February 18, 2007. Roast beef served from 5 pm – 7 pm.
Adults • $12.00; Children 10 & under • $6.00. Tickets
available from Club members or contact Ticketmaster
Jim at 519-428-0783.
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Candids and Flashback Photos

The original (circa 1960)
How many of these can you identify?

Would you buy a used car from this man?
Our best photo of the old Hicks Mill (from Irene Gustin Hayward)

Larry’s cleanup crew of volunteer “slaves” had another big job readying the Town Hall for use after the Floor was refinished.

Ray Beagle’s new Chevy on the Stanley Sideroad (circa 1960)

-20-

