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In Memoriam (cont’d)

In Memoriam

George Alexander Benson Taylor æ 83, on April 27
Norman Ignatius Mandryk æ 79, on April 29
Ernest Douglas Young æ 73,on April 30
Lily Gray æ 105, on May 1
Nellie Hantz æ 83, on May 15
Rev. John Cleeves æ 92, on May 16
Hannah Grace Victoria Stewart æ 14, on May 21
Hazel Card æ 99, on May 25
Adalina (Kozicki) Darlington, on June 5

Florence (Voigt) Jay æ 100, on January 2
Daniel Archie (Danny) “Boone” Moore, on January 5
Douglas Andrew Crandall æ 71, on January 6
Mary Haselmayer æ 94, on January 10
David George Gaunt æ 53, on January 18
Earl William Exelby æ 86, on January 19
Alexander Victor Gaal æ 77, on January 20
Brock Bernard Smith æ 85, on January 21
W. Alfred Swing æ 92, on January 28
John Gelsma æ 88, on February 3
Lee Percy Frost æ 89, on February 3
Jean Flora Powney æ 75, on February 3
Fred Harris æ 77, on February 6
Barbara Cseke æ 78, on February 12
Mary (Haskett) Lewis æ 83, on February 16
Bernice Tucker æ 84, on February 18
Celina Bonamie æ 91, on February 18
Betty (Bullock) Claypool, on February 21
Flossie Maylin æ 91, on February 22
Jane Ardeina Hegmans æ 44, on February 22
nSteven Julius Dobias æ 59, on February 26
Patricia Gail (Hoover) Engell æ 62, on March 1
Bruce R. Smith æ 82, on March 1
A. E. (Kit) Glover æ 89, on March 10
Colin Barry Kenneth McMillan, on March 11
Violet (Rockefeller) Mudford
Gladys Cook æ 93, on March 12
Michael Riley æ 71, on March 12
Andrew Edward “Ed” Burcsik æ 76, on March 16
Rev. Orland Albert Wells æ 79, on March 16
Lila A. (Gates) Biddle æ 92, on March 13
Mary Isabel (Webb) Kerry æ 92, on March 21
George William Hnatiuk, on March 28
Mary Bernice Engell, on March 29
Carl Decker æ 79, on April 5
Fredericka “Rickie” McMillan æ 57, on April 7
nMarion (Dutton) Ferris æ 74, on April 8
Vera Mary Misener æ 95, on April 10
nSandra Gail (Bullock) Cooper æ 66, on April 19
Ruth Edna Windus æ 94, on April 24

Milestone Anniversaries Celebrated
nEleanor and Harold Joyce 45 years on January 28
nBertha and nPeter VanGroningen 55 years on
February 22
Lois and nHoward McCall 60 years on March 6
nMarion and nJim Pepper 50 years on April 13
Faye and O’Neal Snow 55 years on June 7

Milestone Birthdays Celebrated
Tom Millar 80 years on January 1
nLaura Snow 90 years on January 17
Faye Jarvis 75 years on January 18
Lillian Moore 85 years on January 22
nHoward McCall 80 years on February 5
nPauline Saracuse 85 years on March 10
Pauline Cole 85 years on March 16
Joyce Duncan 75 years on March 28
nPeter VanGroningen 80 years on April 10
nAudrey Tavender on May 3
Clara Post 85 years on May 24
BIRTHDAYS OVER 90 CLUB
nAda Stenclik 92 years on January 10
Audrey Bingleman 94 years on April 15
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Thanks to all Auction Contributors
Alec Godden
nThe Godfather
nBetty and nHoward Goode
Gram’s Pantry (Terra, Shondra, nTerri and nEd Stenclik)
Granny’s Best Strawberry Products (nGary Cooper and
nTom Haskett)
Great Lakes Physiotherapy (Jeff Scott)
Halmo Jewellers (Cheryl and Mark Halmo)
nVicki Harris
nTom Haskett
nTom Haskett and nGary Cooper
Margaret Hicks
nFrances Engell and nEugene Howden
nJoan and nKeith Johnstone
JR-2 (Audrey and nJay Roxburgh)
Faye, Harold and Rhonda Jarvis
nEleanor Joyce
nStella and nJoe Keller
Kernal Peanuts (nNancy and nErnie Racz)
nLinda and Jerry Klein
nRegina Lambert
Judy Livingstone of the Delhi Museum and Cultural Board
nRose and nFred Ludwig
nJohn Luke
nM&M Meat Shops
nMarion Macaulay
nOni Maclachlan
Jerry and Marilyn MacLaughlin
R.E. Mann Brokers Ltd. (nRon Mann)
nGail Marr
Art Martin
nRuth Martin
April (Stephens) Maxwell
nHugh McArthur
nLouise and Bruce McCann
Calvin McDougall
nBarb and nJim Melville
nJune Miller
nNorah (Leece) Moore
Norfolk Agricultural Society
nJoan and David Norman
JJL Events Inc. (nMelynda Norman-Lee)
Blake Oates
Carol and Allan Payne
nPam and nBob Peat
nSusan (Drayson) Petker
Doris (Booth) Pinney
Port Dover Chiropractic Centre (Dr. Shawn Suprun)
Port Dover Health & Fitness Centre (Aron Suprun)
nMarcelle Peat
Pine Valley Golf Club (nLinda and nJohn Hofgraff)
Randy Pressey
Elizabeth and Bill Price
Queensway Antiques (John Tatarka)
Ranpro Inc. (Gord Jamieson)
nNancy Racz and nGinger Stanley
nMary and Neil Rutherford

The Vittoria & District
foundation extends sincere
thanks to all contributors to
our 2007 auction
Abigail’s Bed & Breakfast (nMadaline Wilson)
Access Mechanical (nSandra and nHerman Kunkel)
nBrenda and nLarry Assel
nAlex Banyasz
nPat Barker
nRita Beagle
Cindy and nPaul Beischlag
Bernhaven (Bernie Wesseling)
Virginia Birnie
nMarian and nRon Bezzo
Rob Blake
nPeter Bosma
Bradfield Monuments & Garden Centre (Melody and Jack
Bradfield)
Madeline Brinker
nLenore and nRoss Broughton
nWarren Burger
nMary and nLarry Cable
Shari and Brian Carberry
Chad's Welding (nDoug Chadwick)
nJackie Chadwick
nCherwaty’s (nTeresa and nDon Wittig)
nJames Christison
The Cider Keg (nJoan and nTom Haskett and nCheryl
Peck)
nRuth and nJohn Clayton
Coldwell Banker Pinnacle Real Estate (nBrenda Cooper
and nDan Koluk)
nDiane and nJohn Cooper
County Corks (Jim Dunn)
Michele and Rick Crandall
nMaebelle and nDoug Cruickshank
nRoger Cruickshank Jr.
nTwila and nRoger Cruickshank
Jassen Cullimore
nBill and nBonnie Culver
nSusan and nGeorge Davidson
nHank DeKoning Ltd. (Larry and Murray DeKoning)
nCharlotte Donaldson
nTom Drayson
nVirginia Drayson
nDoris and nStacey Dutton
Easy Living (Shirley Ammerman
nMarion and nBill Ferris
nFrank Feth
nDon Fort
Chris and Doug Gamble
Vic Gibbons of the Olde Towne Gallery
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Thanks to all Auction Contributors and Voluinteers
nRoger Cruickshank Jr.
nRoger Cruickshank Sr.
nTwila Cruickshank
nGeorge Davidson
nSusan Davidson
nCharlotte Donaldson
nJohn Donaldson
nVirginia Drayson
nDon Fort
nSandy Gedye
1st Vittoria Girl Guides
Connor Goodale
nTom Haskett
Faye Jarvis
nJoan Johnstone
nKeith Johnstone
nJean Karges
Randy Lambert
nRegina Lambert
Port Dover Leo Club
nOni Maclachlan
nSandra Maxwell
nHugh McArthur
Sheelagh Mcfarlane
nBarb Melville
nJim Melville
nJune Miller
nJoan Norman
nMelynda Norman-Lee
nYvonne Pursley
nErnie Racz
nNancy Racz
nJoan Robinson
Audrey Roxburgh
nJay Roxburgh
nMarion Sherman
nClair Smith
nDoug Smith
nGertrude Smith
The Vittoria Sparks
nGinger Stanley
nLarry Stanley
nChester Stenclik
Bob Stewart
nEvelyn Stone
Brandon Tiller
nLinda Vancso
Barb Waldick
Chase Waldick
nRay Waldick
Tom Waldick
nDolores Winter
nLloyd Winter
Yours to Please Catering (Neeltie Arnott)

Sally’s Bake Shop (Sally MacDonald)
Shadfly Antiques
nMarion Sherman
Simcoe Paint & Wallpaper
nDoug Smith
nGertrude and nClair Smith
nNorris and nBetty Smith
nAda Stenclik
nEvelyn Stone
S.M.B. Antiques (Sandra and Ross Brown)
Strawberry Tyme Farms (nGary and nJohn Cooper)
Sun Tan Bar & Grill (Mabel and Dick Assel)
TD Canada Trust (John Davies)
Lynda and Leigh Toft
Family of Bernice Tucker
Turkey Point Hotel (Mabel and Dick Assel)
Grace and Doug Trafford
nLinda Vancso
nPeter Van Groningen
Vintage Vittoria Fabrication (nTom Haskett)
Vittoria Farm Connection (C&L Stenclik, Kernal Peanuts and
The Cider Keg)
Vittoria Lamport Club
Vittoria Lioness and Vittoria Lions
Vittoria M.A.F.I.A.
Vittoria Women’s Institute
Barb Waldick
John Wells
nJim Wies
Helen Young

And thanks to all our wonderful
volunteers
nBrenda Assel
nLarry Assel
nAlex Banyasz
nPat Barker
nMarian Bezzo
nRon Bezzo
Corrin Bolle
Garrett Bolle
nWarren Burger
nLarry Cable
nMary Cable
nFrank Chambers
nGavin Church
nJohn Clayton
nRuth Clayton
nHelen Colombus
nBrenda Cooper
nGary Cooper
nDoug Cruickshank
nPam Cruickshank
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An Extraordinary Talent - a Tribute to Alec Godden
Renton Sculptor known around
the world
Contributed by Lyn Tremblay

A red brick farmhouse and some weathered
outbuildings sit hidden among a stand of evergreens at
the end of a muddy Renton laneway. Nearby stands a
workshop surrounded by an assortment of metal
objects and bits of machinery that only the owner
could identify.
Perhaps not the type of setting you would expect to
inspire a world renowned sculptor.
But open the rickety door of the workshop and
inside you will find a charismatic character by the
name of Alec Godden, looking quite comfortable amid
a clutter of dusty metal pieces waiting to be
transformed by his work-worn hands.
Sitting on a small stool, a collar-length fringe of
grey hair peaking out from under a woolen mariner's
toque, his body hidden behind a worn leather apron,
the artist meticulously files the intricate crevices of his
latest project.
Apprenticing in England as a metal artworker, Alec
visited Canada briefly in his years with the Merchant
Navy. He returned to stay in 1961 and settled in
Renton about thirty years ago.
Corporate offices and architectural firms have
provided the metal fabricator with work that have
helped pay the bills over the years. He has also built
custom machines for local companies such as V.G.
Packers, Norfolk Estate Winery and The Cider Keg,
ginseng growers and greenhouse owners who have all
required special equipment to produce their products.
Alec admits, “I have had the satisfaction of doing
something I love to do most of the time. Some of the
work can be tedious though.”
But while it is the “run-of-the-mill stuff” that keeps
him going, his more artistic creations have not gone

This beautifully detailed life-size screech owl was sold for $4,000 at
the Vittoria & District Foundation’s 2007 Live Auction. Thanks, Alec.

unnoticed. The talented painter and sculptor has been
commissioned to complete works of art for customers
around the world. His pieces have gone to Australia,
Germany, the United Kingdom and Italy.
When asked how much time he devotes to his
passions, with the hint of a grin Alec admits he doesn't
sleep much.
When it comes to painting, Alec prefers to create
more surrealistic, abstract oil paintings but he has
also depicted, “nice Canadian scenes” such as the
lakeshore landscape created for the offices of a
Borg-Warner factory in Italy.
The artist is more known for his metal works of art
created in materials such as copper and stainless
steel. Locally, a bald eagle with a wingspan of
seventy-one inches soars towards the sky and a great
blue heron guards a small lake at the home of nMonte
and nRose Marie Smith in Marburg. The property's
previous owner nDr. Jim Cruise commissioned Alec to
create a piece called ‘The Chorus Line’ when he moved
to Port Dover. A Canada Goose takes a solo flight
across the front lawn of the Haskett Farm in Vittoria.
“This sculpture does not compliment our property - it
graces it,” proudly states owner nTom Haskett.
Without advertising and relying on word-of-mouth
broadcasting, Godden sculptures are becoming prized
additions to many private gardens in the area. One in
particular, located just west of Vittoria, features one of
the artist’s favourite creations - a detailed skeleton of a
warrior astride a powerful steed weighs in at over
1,100 pounds of stainless steel.
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He’s Been Working on the Railroad
Many fundraising drives have also benefited from
generous donations of his work.
Preferring to work randomly, “letting a piece develop
as it goes”, Alec does try to please customers who have
pre-conceived ideas. He very rarely works from a
drawing or plans brought to him by his customers. He
notes, “I have to try to read people. I have to take what
is in their head and put it on paper.” But he says there
must be a chemistry between him and his clients. “If it
isn't there, I can't do it,” he says.
While the familiar Godden signature appears on all
of his creations, both his paintings and sculptures
have their own uniquely identifying qualities.
Ed. note – Alec Godden has been a wonderful supporter of and
contributor to The Vittoria & District Foundation. We wish him well!

Railroad hobbyists find escape
in life-like creations
adapted from an article by Kate Schwass in the Simcoe Reformer

Don't ever suggest to Jim Totzke that his hobby is
“playing with trains.”
This stuff isn't for children. Looking around a room
in his basement, it's easy to see his hobby takes a lot
of work. The room is filled with mountains, trees,
villages, buildings and of course, tracks.
There are people walking down the street, tarring
the roof of a building and fishing under the trestle
bridges.
It almost looks like you can walk onto the platform
at the Turtle Creek station — if you were less than an
inch tall.
“The fun is making it all look realistic,” Jim said as
he surveys his miniature world.
“They say it's never done.”
Even though Jim has been working on his model
railroad layout for 25 years in his home, just south of
Simcoe, he continues to build and create. The theme
for his layout is the Ontario Short Line from the 1920s
and 1930s.
Jim Totzke's attention to detail captures everything,
including workers fixing a roof.
His layout has stockyards and a slaughterhouse,
there's mining in his mountain and there's the logging
industry.
He even has Dover Port, where trains can unload
their cargo for shipping.
Almost everything in his layout, including the
trains, Totzke has had a hand in making.
He has a knack tor scenery, but Jim said
sometimes he needs advice or help. That's when he
turns to his friends who are part of the Norfolk
Model-Railroaders.
There are a few members of the Railroaders who

Alec Godden has donated two unique yard and garden sundials to
the V&DF Auctions in 2004 and 2005

In 2006, Alec’s contribution was this true-to-life great horned owl.
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From K-8 to Transportation Magnate
trucking business without ever looking back.
Today, the trademark green-yellow-and-white
tractors and trailers of Walsh-based Bruce R. Smith
Ltd. ride Canada's annual $54.7-billion trucking
industry, which employs over 260,000 drivers and
somewhere in the order of 400,000 Canadians overall.
The Canadian Trucking Alliance boasts that trucks
move 90 per cent of all consumer products and
foodstuffs within Canada and almost two-thirds, by
value, of all trade with the United States. Trucking is
the largest single employer of Canadian males, even as
it is perennially short of drivers - men and women.
“My father always said that if you look after the
company, it will look after you,” said John Smith, the
firm's chairman and CEO. A no-brainer, maybe, but
consider the results: The company Bruce Smith
founded in 1947 is ranked by Today's Trucking
magazine as the 21st-largest trucking business in
Canada, with 430 “power units” (trucks), 1,500 trailers
and 638 employees.
One of seven children, Mr. Smith had to quit school
after his father, John Henry Smith, a farmer, died in
1939 from the lingering effects of the mustard gas he
had suffered as a soldier during the First World War.
At 14 years of age, Bruce Smith farmed corn,
strawberries, tomatoes and raised pigs and cattle. He
was excused from service during the Second World
War because he was deemed essential at home.
In time, he started hauling milk for a farmer in
Walsh, a hamlet southwest of Simcoe. In 1947, the
owner of the dairy on the receiving end was so
impressed with the young man's reliability, he made
him a deal: For a loan of $3,000 (easily a year's salary),
Mr. Smith could buy the route and the truck, a
five-ton International K-8. The deal was sealed, and
more backbreaking labour was in the cards.
Mr. Smith's day would begin at 4 a.m., hauling milk
and dairy products seven days a week (cows, after all,
don't take breaks from giving milk). Because the truck
wasn't refrigerated, runs had to be finished quickly,
usually by noon. And because an idle truck meant no
income, he began hauling fertilizer, rich soils and
manure to farms skirting the north shore of Lake Erie
in the afternoons. His days ended at sunset.
His son, born in 1952, remembers going along on
the milk route. “He'd take these milk cans - they
weighed 100 pounds each - under each arm, putting
them up on the truck with his elbow. I could hardly
even push these things.
“They say he had the biggest hands in Norfolk
County,” John Smith said with a smile. “When you
grabbed his hand, it seemed to engulf you.”
Bruce Smith sold the milk route in the early 1960s
but kept servicing farmers with hauls of grains, fruits
and agricultural products. Meantime, he took on work
for a local baker called Dessert Wagon Pies, which
became Mrs. Smith's (no relation) Pies, which in turn

Jim Totzke sits in a room in his basement dedicated to his hobby of
model railroading. Jim and other members of the Norfolk Model
Railroaders are willing to give advice to those who are interested in
getting started in the hobby and would gladly welcome other
hobbyists to the group.

have been working together for more than 20 years in
the Simcoe and Port Dover areas. Instead of having a
club layout (where they all gather to work on one
layout each week), the group's unofficial meeting
locations rotate to members' homes, so each member
can add their own expertise.
Most members are interested in HO scale trains,
which are l/87th the size of an actual train, and the
most popular choice of train enthusiasts.
Simcoe member Jim Lewis said the local group likes
to keep things looking realistic and relevant.
“We like to try to model either some building or
some aspect of the railway industry,” Jim Lewis said,
adding the. hobby has a therapeutic side. “I could
always come down to my basement and get away from
it all.”
For most, it started with a train set under a
Christmas true. Jim Totzke can remember building his
first car in high school, but then put the hobby aside
when life got in the way.

Bruce R. Smith, trucker and
businessman 1925-2007
adapted from an article by Ron Csillag in The Globe and Mail

On the strength of a $3,000-loan, a 1947 five-ton
International K-8 truck and a contract with an Ontario
dairy company, he created a business worth
$100-million-a-year
Bruce Smith's story is classic Canadian
bootstrappery. A brawny farm boy from rural Ontario,
he took on a milk route with a single truck 60 years
ago, and with old-school grit, a work ethic that now
seems quaint, and smarts acquired outside the
classroom, turned it into a $100-million-a-year
-6-

Trucking now is BIG Business
was bought by Kellogg's Canada, which became a
client.
The same thing happened when he bought a local
company, Booth Transport, which had two trucks
hauling products for Carnation Milk, which in turn
was purchased by Nestlé, which became another
client.
When Stelco opened a plant in nearby Nanticoke, in
1971, Mr. Smith picked up the contract. By the time
he retired in 1979, he had 25 trucks on the road. Such
blue-ribbon names as Kraft Foods, Labatt, Purolator
and Dofasco were soon added to the growing client list.
“He always had a smile - never a harsh word for
anybody,” recalled his younger brother Wallace. “He
wore coveralls all the time because he was not one to
show that he was the owner.”
Today, the company services Quebec and Ontario,
and everything in the United States east of the
Mississippi River as far south as Florida.
In retirement, Mr. Smith collected old clocks and
models of farm tractors, and revelled in what few
people who start a company can: Watching his son
grow it, often in ways the founder couldn't imagine.
For instance, all the company's trucks today have
black boxes containing diagnostic software to monitor
engine condition, the driver's speed, how many breaks
he or she takes, and general driving patterns. The data
are downloaded every day. Cabs also feature climate
control devices so long-haul drivers can sleep in
comfort. Safety, fuel costs and emissions continue to
be top concerns industry-wide.
Unlike some of its competitors, maintenance is done
in-house by 75 mechanics at five facilities, all in
Ontario. The next generation awaits: John Smith's son
is in the business, and he expects his daughter will
follow.
Last year, the company created the Learn To Earn
Scholarship to sponsor an individual in Ontario
looking to start a career as a commercial tractor trailer
driver. The offer is full tuition at the Professional Truck
Driver Institute offered at Fanshawe College in Simcoe.
The first recipient was Christine Reu, a 27-year-old
woman who had earned two honours BAs and then
realized she wanted to drive a truck.
Mr. Smith was admitted to hospital with a blood
clot. “The doctors said a 40-year-old man would have
died of it,” John Smith noted. His father died the day
after his 82nd birthday.
Bruce Ralph Smith was born in Norfolk County, on
Feb. 28, 1925. He died in Simcoe, on March 1, 2007.
He was 82. He is survived by his son, John, by sisters
Betty Cullen, Dorothy Inman and Barbara Gaal, and
by brothers Rodney and Wallace. He was predeceased
by his first wife, Bernice, in 1972, and by his second
wife, Marjorie, in 2005. He was also predeceased by
his brother, Roy.

Scotlynn building a hub of
Norfolk farming community
adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

The building is startling. It looks like something
you'd see along the 403 in Oakville or Burlington, not
outside a tiny farming village next to an orchard.
But there it is – a brand-new, glassed in,
18,000-square-foot, two-storey office building, with a
smooth rotunda bulging out in the middle towards the
road.
It looks as if it should house an insurance company
or a brokerage house in a suburb somewhere. Inside,
however, is a bustling, expanding, 24-hour-a-day,
high-tech operation directly tied to Norfolk's farm
economy.
However unusual it may appear, the building
represents a major change in how farming is done in
the county, if not the rest of the country.
“It is the middle of nowhere, but it is the centre of
everything for us,” says Scott Biddle, president of
Scotlynn Commodities, which moved into its new
facility about three months ago.
In short, Scotlynn buys up thousands of acres of
crops from Norfolk growers on contract and sells,
packages, and trucks it for them. Much of it ends up
on shelves in grocery stores across North America.
Farmers only have to worry about growing; Scotlynn
does the rest. For their No. 1 commodity, sweet corn,
they even show up with their own equipment and
harvest the crop in a day or two.
“We want to give farmers the security they once had
with tobacco,” Scott says from his huge second-storey
office that overlooks 3,000 acres of fields directly
owned by the company. “We take the risk out of it for
them.”
This is farming in the age of globalization. It is a
form of pooling, but there is no quota to buy, no
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Commodities and Trucking; and a Road Knight from Vittoria
government-sanctioned organization to belong to, or
board of directors to elect. It's all private enterprise.
Scott flies out for meetings with grocery store
buyers and negotiates large contracts for Norfolk's
strawberries, pumpkins, ginseng, apples, and sweet
corn, which is sold as corn on the cob.
Sometimes buyers come to him. When they walk
through Scotlynn's doors, they enter an elaborate Art
Deco design with leather-clad club chairs, mahogany
trim, and the latest in technology.
Sales meetings in the board room are conducted
with power point presentations and computer linked
video screens that show the latest prices of
commodities.
“We're as competitive as the American grower and if
we can put out a better product, there's no reason for
them not to buy from us,” says Scott, 32.
Business, he says, has grown by 30 per cent in the
past year and new markets have opened up for the
company in the U.S.
“I see no end to the growth,” says Scott. “There's
hundreds of thousands of acres out there and so much
opportunity in the transportation business.”
Right now, the company has 250 trucks, but its
10-year plan foresees a fleet of 600 and 10,000 acres
of land under contract. In the past year. Scotlynn has
invested $8 million in its operations, says Scott. “We
can expand at this site,” he adds.
The operation employs 300 people, most of' them at
the Vittoria facility, which includes bays and repair
facilities for its trucks. In the dispatch room, young
men and women sit behind computers with headsets
on and look up at plasma screens hanging from the
ceiling.
They watch weather and news channels from across
North America. They follow the company's trucks by
satellite and advise drivers of traffic jams or storms
ahead. If it's raining in Florida, they can tell the driver
not to hurry; the crop of strawberries he is to pick up
won't be ready.
Upstairs is a health club with workout equipment, a
sauna, and a tanning bed, for employees. The
company caters in healthy lunches every day.
“I find we get so much more from our people,” says
Biddle.
For Shawn Duwyn. the rise of Scotlynn – which
grew out of Scott's dad's farm near Delhi with two
trucks — has been timely.
The 36-year-old father of two was looking to add
another crop to his family’s tobacco growing business.
R and V Duwyn Tobacco Inc. started with Scott Biddle
two years ago growing 50 acres of sweet corn. Last
year it was 100. This year they'll grow 200.
:It's been a great opportunity for us,” Shawn said. “I
don't have to think about making phone calls, sales,
and packaging.”
In an era of globalization, farming has become more

competitive. Buyers want low, low prices and high
quality.
Scott says Norfolk growers are good enough to
deliver both — with his help.
“I always felt you could never be good at anything
unless you're big enough to make a difference,” he
says. “With us as large as we are, we can influence the
market place.”

Vittoria trucker named to Road
Knights
A Vittoria truck driver has been named to the
Ontario Trucking Association's Road Knights team, a
group dedicated to raising awareness of how all drivers
can safely share the road.
Rob Harding is an owner-operator with Trimac
Transportation Services Inc. in Oakville.
The 10 members of the team are all employed as
full-time transport drivers or owner-operators and step
out of the cab several days each month to meet with
the public.
During their two-year terms, Road Knights meet
with community groups, business associations, driving
schools, seniors organizations and service clubs to
help improve highway safety and increase awareness
of the trucking industry's contribution to the
provincial economy. The free community outreach
service is offered by the trucking association.
Rob, who hauls specialized loads throughout North
America, has logged more than 3.7 million kilometres
in his 23 years on the road.
He got his start in the trucking industry when he
was five years old — he rode with his father who was a
professional truck driver. Later, when Rob earned his
own commercial drivers licence, father (Ray) and son
worked for the same company and often travelled the
same routes.
Truck driving is still a family affair in the Harding
household, as both Rob and his wife Christine are
licensed commercial transport drivers. The couple
resides in Vittoria and has three children, Jason, Tara
and Brandon.
More than 70 drivers applied to participate in the
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Road Knight Promotes Highway Safety
program, while a short list of candidates prepared a
speech and essay for the panel of judges. Each
candidate on the short list was also subjected to a
personal interview.
In addition to educating community organizations
about road safety, Road Knights take their trucks to
local schools to introduce young people to career
opportunities in the trucking industry.

Meetings with our staff allowed us to give them the best
tools available to drive and work safely. I believe by
giving people a positive look on safety can help prevent
accidents in the work place and on our roads.
On weekends I would also drive to help our company
pickup loads in the Sarnia area. This would help me keep
in touch with the changes in traffic volume and negative
behavior of other road users.
I have always felt that if you want to help people you
have to be able to be out there with them to understand
what they go through each day.
In 2004 I became an owner operator for Trimac
Transportation at our West Hill branch and moved back
near my home town of Port Dover. My travels take me all
over North America and I enjoy seeing this beautiful land.
I have always felt the need to help as much as I could
toward safe driving on our highways.
Today in our vehicles we have power steering, air ride
seats, cell phones, CB’s radios, and powerful stereo
systems. We even have DVD players for our kids.
All these items have made it more relaxing and cozy
while in our vehicles.
Unfortunately it often takes us away from keeping our
focus on driving safely. Driving requires our full attention
on what’s happening with the traffic around us.
Most accidents are caused by the lack of attention (yes,
driver error). Young people distracted by cell phones, car
stereo, and friends while driving causing horrendous loss
of young lives.
How can we keep on the right track? By remembering
that while driving we have other lives to protect, the ones
around us on the road and our family’s interests by our
returning home safely.
We all need friendly reminders to drive safely. Today we
live in a very fast paced and stressful world. As a result
there are many who drive aggressively and without
regard for other motorist. We should not let our guard
down while driving.
We should always look for the good in each other and
understand that we all have some where to travel too.
Some drivers have many years of experience and others
may be just starting.
Let’s all adopt professional driving habits and help one
another while driving, passing or following. These other
drivers are neighbors, and have families. When people
are involved in accidents it changes their lives.
I believe that the OTA and the road knight team
members help spread a very important message on
safety to everyone they meet.
It’s only going to work if we all practice safe driving each
and every day.
It’s what gets us home after each trip to our loved ones.
Today we all traveled safely to be here Thanks for your
part in driving safely and allowing us to be together today.

Family man Rob Harding helps his mother nJeanne Harding
prepare for the Cancer Survivors’ Victory lap at the 2007
Relay for Life at the Todd Eaton Track in Port Dover.

This is a typical presentation that Rob might make.
Hi, my name is Rob Harding
Today I would like to introduce you to a little bit of my
background and encourage drivers to drive safer on our
roadways.
I started in the trucking industry about 30 years ago
near the town of Port Dover Ontario. My father worked as
a professional driver as well for over fifty years. I guess
you could say the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.
After spending most of my driving career near my home
town I later accepted a job in the Toronto area as
Operations manager. My responsibilities were to hire and
train A-Z drivers. Training them in defensive driving, log
books etc, I was also trained on accident investigations.
Monthly I would create and conduct safety meetings
with our drivers and office staff.
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“Direct From Norfolk County” is Best and Safest Produce
to promote local produce. We started by printing
brochures to show urban residents and tourists how
to find locally-grown products. Last year our new
official map identified the location of the various
growers. This year we are allocating additional dollars
to repeating that message to make people aware of the
importance of buying locally.”
Numerous agricultural partners have stepped up to
collaborate with Norfolk County on the marketing
campaign, which began earlier in May at the start of
the asparagus season and will continue until harvest
time in the fall. The marketing campaign includes
radio and newspaper advertising, in-store signage,
roadside signage, maps, recipe books, web promotions,
e-mails and media relations.
Co-operative revenues from growers and other
advertisers are expected to help pay a portion of the
$38,000 budget allocated by Norfolk County's Tourism
and Economic Development Division. In-kind support
is also being provided by growers who have adopted
Norfolk's logo on boxes that will appear in grocery
stores, packaging that was paid for by the growers
themselves.
Clark Hoskin encouraged everyone to begin asking
for locally-grown produce in grocery stores and
restaurants. “Ask the produce manager where the food
is coming from. If you live in a community where a
commodity is important, and here that is agricultural
products, then local residents should be as much
ambassadors as growers and officials are.”
Some of the advertisements will feature “The Two
Fairly Fat Guys”, volunteer ambassadors Dan Barker
and Brian Reichheld, who use local produce in their
entertaining cooking demonstrations each year at the
Norfolk County Fair's FlavourFest exhibit; “When you
buy from Norfolk farmers, the food you eat is fresh,
tasty and good for you,” the Two Fairly Fat Guys say in
one of several radio ads, adding, “and you're
supporting local families and jobs.”
A new website at www.norfolkfarms.com highlights
Norfolk County growers, products, produce in season,
and recipes.

Farm produce “Direct from
Norfolk County” is good for
you
adapted from an article by Marg Werden in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

More than 20 Norfolk growers have formed a
partnership with Norfolk County to market
locally-grown products in a program that was
launched recently. The “Direct from Norfolk County”
promotional program will encourage local residents
and tourists to purchase and consume Norfolk County
produce and food products.
Using the slogan “Know Where Your Food Comes
From”, Norfolk County will place advertisements on
radio and in print to remind consumers which fruits
and vegetables are in season locally.
The program was launched by Mayor Dennis
Travale at the Cider Keg Farm, west of Vittoria
recently. “Farming in Norfolk County is not without its
challenges,” the mayor said.
“However, many of our growers are innovative and
forward thinking and with $419 million in annual
gross farm receipts, Norfolk County ranks tenth in the
province. However, on a per farmer basis, we rank
number 5. Norfolk growers are experts in what they do
and they are always looking for ways to make their
products more marketable.”
Mayor Travale added that knowing where the food
consumers purchase has been grown is also a safety
issue. “The co-operative marketing campaign will
remind consumers that when they know where their
food comes from, they can be more confident in the
safety and quality of what they are eating, as well as
its impact on the local economy.”
Manager Clark Hoskin, Norfolk County's Tourism
and Economic Development, outlined the evolution of
the new marketing program. “For the last two to three
years Norfolk County has been a partner with growers

nJim Pepper is a henpecked husband. He was

advised by his psychiatrist to be more assertive.
“You don't have to let your wife bully you,” he
said. “Go home and show her you're the boss.”
Jim decided to take the doctor's advice. He went
home, slammed the door, shook his finger in
nMarion's face, and growled, “From now on
you're taking orders from me. I want my supper
right now, and when you get it on the table, you’re
to go upstairs and lay out my clothes. Tonight I am
going out with the boys. You are going to stay at
home where you belong. Another thing, you know
who is going to tie my bow tie?”
“Yes, I certainly do,” said Marion, calmly. “That
would be Dave Ferris, the undertaker.”

Some of the Norfolk Growers who have formed a partnership to
promote locally-grown products include (left to right) Miriam Worley
of Chary Produce in Oakland, Joan Haskett of the Cifer Keg,
Sharon Judd of Meadow Lynn Farms, Lorraine DeSerrano,
Marketing Assitant with Norfolk County and Tom Haskett of the
Cider Keg. Mayor Dennis Travale launched the “Direct from Norfolk
County” marketing campaign at the Cider Keg last week.

-10-

W.I. Celebrates 110th Anniversary
of school supplies, health and beauty aids, and other
household staples to Canada's northern communities.
“We also make cuddle bears and lap blankets,” Marcia
explained. “The bears are donated to the hospital,
police, Victims' Services, Norview, Children's Aid, and
the Women's shelter to give to children or the elderly.
The knit or crocheted lap blankets are for people in
wheelchairs and are distributed through the hospital
and local nursing homes.”
The February 17 celebration, which was held at the
Vittoria Community Centre, marks a major milestone
for the organization. “There are not many service clubs
in Canada that are still going this strongly after 110
years,” Marcia stated.
And not only is the Women's Institute alive and well
in Ontario, it is also a worldwide organization. “It all
started in Stoney Creek here in Ontario, but there are
now more than 70 countries around the world that
have Women's Institutes,” Rose Marie stated. “We are
also the only service club that has a seat in the United
Nations as a consultant.”
The Celebration 110 open house included
refreshments, door prizes, a 50/50 draw and
presentations from the federal and provincial
governments and from the Federated Women's
Institutes of Ontario. The open house also included
displays from the various Norfolk branches, including
the Tweedsmuir History Books which are compiled to
record the history of the local community.
In addition, Patty Pizziola, the ROSE (Rural Ontario
Sharing Education) Manager for Ontario, addressed
the gathering, explaining the importance of the ROSE
program. “Education and building stronger families
and communities is what the Women's Institutes have
been about for 110 years,” Ms. Pizziola said. “The
Women's Institute was a pioneer in providing distance
education and became almost a rural university filling
a void for women. This is continuing through the
ROSE program.”
ROSE sessions, which educate women about
health, safety, cooking, yoga, and other areas of
interest, take place in more than 500 branches across
the province. As well, members of the Institutes are
passing along skills that are becoming lost such as
knitting and crocheting in ROSE sessions with 4H
members and Girl Guides. “We have accomplished
wonderful things with ROSE in more than 700
sessions in seven years,” she said. “The sessions also
give the Women's Institute an opportunity to listen to
the needs of the community.”
Ms. Pizziola concluded by saying that the members
of the Women's Institutes are amazing women who
have come together to create the story of the
organization. “You have increased awareness of
important health and social issues and worked for
families and communities for 110 years. You have
come a long way and the vision of Addie (Adelaide

Women's Institute celebrates
110 years
adapted from an article by Marg Werden in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

For more than a century Canadians have had
many reasons to thank the Women's Institute, most
notably in the areas of safety and consumer education.
To celebrate the many accomplishments of this
organization since its founding 110 years ago, the
Norfolk District Women's Institute is hosted an open
house on Saturday.
“It all started with milk,” said nRose Marie Smith,
who is on the “Celebration 110" committee with Marcia
Adams, Pauline Rockefeller, Donna Decoensel, and
Annie Mason.
The Women's Institute was started by St. George,
Ontario native Adelaide Hunter Hoodless on February
19, 1897. Her aim was to establish and develop what
might be described as a rural university for women
and, within ten years, more than 500 Institutes had
been organized across Canada. What motivated Mrs.
Hoodless was the death of her infant son who had died
in 1889 from drinking impure milk.
The original focus of the organization founded by
Mrs. Hoodless was domestic science education, but
this quickly expanded to include personal growth
opportunities, government lobbying, and health and
community wellness initiatives.
“The Institute has gone on to lobby for many more
measures that ensure public safety,” Rose Marie Smith
explained. “Among the many things that the members
of the Institute campaigned for are fluorescent strips
on the sides of railway cars, signals at railway
crossings, flashing lights on school buses, the teaching
of proper sex education in the schools, the
development of Brock University, and taking all staples
out of food packaging. The list goes on and on and
many people have no idea what the organization has
done for them.
“The Federated Women's Institutes of Ontario have
successfully advocated for social and economic reform
for the betterment of families and communities and for
the empowerment of women for 110 years,” Rose Marie
added.
Although membership in the organization is not as
large as it once was, it is once again growing. “Younger
women are joining now,” said Rose Marie. “Although
some are early retirees, some are women with young
families. In Norfolk, we have twelve branches with
approximately 200 members.”
One of the recent initiatives of the Norfolk Women's
Institute is the environment. “We are advocating not
using plastic bags to bring groceries home,” Marcia
Adams explained. “The souvenir for our celebration is
a cloth bag that can be used instead of plastic bags.”
The Norfolk District Women's Institutes also
support the “Into the North” project that sends boxes
-11-

Campground Expansion Planned; and Munro/Mound House Designated
Hoodless) lives on as we continue to build strong
families and vibrant communities. The Women's
Institute has a lot to celebrate.”

near Orangeville, north of Hamilton, in the Finger
Lakes region of upstate New York, and in the
countryside of New York near Oneida, Pennsylvania.

“The Point” campground plans
249 new campsites, 24 cabins

New Norfolk designates first
heritage home

adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe Reformer

adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

A campground catering to the gay community is
planning a major expansion north of Turkey Point.
Owners of The Point Tent and Trailer Resort are in
talks with the County to expand their facility from 75
campsites to 324. There are also plans to build 24
cabins.
The Point is located on a 50-acre former tobacco
farm two miles north of Turkey Point. Owners nPhil
Bentley and nJohn Doleman, formerly of Toronto,
opened the campground in 2000.
“Generally. our dream is coming along,” Phil said.
“It’s going the way we thought it would go. We can't
keep up with the people who want to camp here on the
weekend.”
Zoning is unlikely to be an issue for the Point’s
expansion. Phil and John already have the green light
for camping on nearly eight acres. They want to bring
an application to Norfolk council as soon as possible.
However, planning staff has asked them to prepare an
environmental impact study before they do so.
“It’s a forest ecosystem with nesting habitat and
significant species,” planner Scott Peck said. “That
part of the county is one of the most important natural
heritage areas in Norfolk as part of the St. Williams
conservation reserve. It's not just an isolated woodlot
in the countryside.”
Phil and John have noticed important trends in
their target market. For one. many in the gay
community live in recreational vehicles full time once
they retire. Additional serviced lots with 50-amp
services would appeal to this crowd. Cabins are also
part of the proposal because many customers like the
outdoors but don't care to sleep in tents.
As well, thee first of the baby boomers will reach 65
in 2011. Massive annual exits from the workforce will
be the rule for many years after this. The Point is
planning its expansion to accommodate these
numbers.
Phil reported that The Point's first seasons were
tough because of money issues. However, the situation
has stabilized and the business is ready to grow. Phil
said Norfolk has welcomed the campground and
respects the privacy of its customers. Fifty campers on
a waiting list are seeking permanent sites.
Campers are drawn from southern Ontario, the
Great Lakes basin, upstate New York and Michigan.
Occasional campers drop in from Europe and from as
far south as Florida. Similar campgrounds are located

VITTORIA — Local heritage officials expect a surge
of residents to come forward asking for historical
designations on their homes now that the first one has
been officially declared in the new Norfolk County.
“I expect another four or five will be coming this
year.” nJim Wies, chair of Norfolk's heritage
committee, said before a brief ceremony north of here
Sunday in which an 1830s colonial style farmhouse
was designated. “In the next couple of years, there will
be a half dozen, no question.”
The house now bears a special plaque beside its
front door, unveiled by owner Grace Mound and
Norfolk Mayor Dennis Travale in front of a small
gathering of friends, family, and municipal politicians.
In paperwork filed at town hall, specific
architectural details of the home are listed as being
protected, meaning they can't be changed.
But Mrs. Mound's house — which she has now left
after 53 years — is also significant for who lived there.
It is tied to the county's early beginnings, having
been built about 1830 by Robert Munro, the son of
James Munro, who was one of the first Loyalists to
settle in Norfolk and a veteran of the capture of
Louisburg and the battle of the Plains of Abraham.
The home also has the added dimension of once
being owned by Colonel Donald Pigeon, the brother of
1940s Hollywood star Walter Pigeon who was a
frequent visitor.
One of the upstairs rooms is named after the actor.
For Grace Mound, the home is the place where she
and her late husband Stan raised three daughters and
a son. Two daughters were married in the arbour out
front and the couple, active in Simcoe Little Theatre,
held numerous parties in the house.
The most striking part of the home is its “great
room,” which features a two-storey vaulted ceiling, a
fireplace with side benches and a narrow balcony
running out of the upstairs hallway and across the
east end of the room.
Every Christmas, Stan Mound would bring a giant
tree through the French doors from the outside and tip
it toward the balcony where the Mound children were
waiting to put a star on top.
Daughter Bronwyn Mound of Mississauga recalled a
country childhood spent climbing apple trees in
surrounding orchards and skating on a nearby pond
in winter. As a teen she would walk to a wooden bridge
where she met a girl friend “and talked about our
-12-

Girlish Memories, and This Old House Finds a New Home
problems while staring at the water.”
The house has been sold to an Oakville woman.
Grace Mound is moving to a small bungalow in Simcoe
and said she will miss her home.
“It's a lovely dear old place, but at my age I just
can't carry on,” she said.
Real estate agent Elaine Cline reported the new
owner is”thrilled” and “ecstatic.”
“Houses like this that have a historical designation,
it only helps them,” Cline said.
Jim Wies agreed. Studies, he said, show that getting
a home designated increases its value.
“It gives it a certain degree of prestige.” Jim said.
“It's much like an antique. If you keep it up, the more
value it has.”

Old school chums remember
early years in Vittoria
adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

Lunch with girlfriends is a special birthday gift for
90-year-old.
When Audrey Tavender was a girl, Vittoria was a
fully functioning rural village.
It had three stores, two garages, a butcher's shop, a
train station, three churches, a two-room school, a
mill that made underwear and socks, a canning
factory, weekly dances at the town hall, and lots of
children.
“There's nothing there now,” Audrey said recently
while celebrating” her 90th birthday at a Simcoe
restaurant with friends and family. “We have nothing.”
Well, not quite.
There's a modern community centre, the Vittoria
Choir and the Vittoria Foundation, a charitable
organization that raises money and donates to worthy
causes in the county, including the community centre.
But for Audrey and her friends, some of whom were
there for her party, the village offered a different way of
life back then, one mainly of hard work. It was the
Depression.
Was her childhood fun?
“If you call work fun,” said Audrey , who moved to
Niagara Falls more than 60 years with her husband.
“My father had a grocery store. It opened at seven and
closed at 11. People used to bring eggs in for their
groceries. I cleaned the eggs after school.”
Was there any fun?
“When somebody wasn't hollering at us to come and
work ... We never thought anything of it. That was the
way we were brought up.”
Her friend nAda Stenclik grew up on a farm outside
the village, where her son nTom Haskett now has an
apple orchard.
“My dad had no tractor,” Ada recalled. “He had a
team (of horses).”

Every day, she'd leave the farm — which back then
also grew potatoes, corn, and strawberries — and walk
the mile and half into the village to go to school.
The schoolhouse had an upstairs for senior
students and a downstairs for juniors. The older boys
kept the wood stove filled and burning. If you wanted a
drink, you got it from a tank that was filled every day
at a pump across the road and then hauled up the
stairs by students. You brought your own cup to drink
out of or used a common one.
Her teacher, she recalled, came into town every day
by walking down the railway tracks.
As Audrey sat down for her meal, she was
accompanied by life-long friend Marion Chadwick, 88,
who still lives in the village.
The women have always sent each other cards on
their birthdays.
Marion said she wasn't complaining about the
changes to Vittoria, which in the early 1800s was
being considered for the capital of Upper Canada.
“It's just the way it is. Life goes on.”

Simcoe house finds new home
in Vittoria
adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe Reformer

First there is the art of the move.
Then comes the art of the deal.
Business partners nBill Culver of Simcoe and Phil
Forbes of Port Ryerse and their gang of movers
celebrated with a shot of rye yesterday after
successfully relocating a 1,000-square-foot home from
Norfolk Street North in Simcoe to Murray Street in
Vittoria.
The seven-hour ordeal was a nail-biter. If anything
happened to the home along the way, the
Culver-Forbes team would have been out $30,000 for
the cost of the move plus the cost of buying the
unwanted dwelling from the developers of Boston
Pizza.
“That house is nothing until you get it on its
foundation,” Bill said. “If it falls off the truck, you
bring in a backhoe and clean up your mess.”
The home was among the half-dozen slated for
demolition once Canadian Commercial Development
received the green light to build Boston Pizza.
Culver, a real estate agent with RE/MAX Erie
Shores, was part of that transaction. Along the way, he
made arrangements to buy the home and relocate it to
a vacant lot. Bill and Phil rolled the dice because the
house was in good condition and was the right width
and height for a move.
The move was a challenge because so many
different agencies have to be available at the same time
on the same day. Involved were mover Richard Dancey
of St. Williams, Norfolk Power, Bell Canada,
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Betty’s Mementos of Royalty
Amtelecom and Norfolk OPP. The utilities have to be
consulted because qualified workers are needed to lift
their lines as the house passes by. Even after getting
the required parties together, everyone has to hope the
weather co-operates, which it did.
Bill and Phil covered the cost of all public agencies
involved.
“There was no cost to the taxpayer,” Forbes said.
The home was moved onto the Queensway West
around 9 a.m. The party then turned south toward
Vittoria at Hillcrest Road. Then they headed west up
Charlotteville Road 7 before jogging south on the East
Quarter Line.
A vacant lot has been graded and a foundation
poured for the structure on Murray Street. A well will
be drilled and a new septic bed installed. The house,
which is shrouded in plastic, will be rebricked. When
the project is complete, the home will be either sold or
rented.

Betty Goode has royalty
mementos from a century ago
an editorial by Stan Morris in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

I recently had the good fortune to look at nBetty
Goode's extensive collection of Royal souvenirs and
collectables.
Combined, her hobby's pieces tell the story of
British royalty in chinaware, glass, pottery and on
paper dating back to Queen Victoria. Betty and
nHoward Goode live in a fine older home west of town.
What has turned out to be a lifetime passion all
began when a little girl helped Miss Beemer, an elderly
neighbourhood lady. Betty Chadwick grew up in
Vittoria. One day Miss Beemer asked Betty if she
would go the post office for her mail every day. Betty
cheerfully obliged. A year of trips to the post office for
Miss Beemer's mail passed and as a token of
appreciation for all she had done, Betty was given one
of Miss Beemer's scrapbooks. It was filled with
wonderfully interesting newspaper photos and news
clippings of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth's first
royal visit to Canada in 1939. They are today still crisp
and clear, probably clipped from The Illustrated
London News which was printed on glossy,
magazine-style paper.
From that day forward Betty was hooked on keeping
up on the comings and goings of Britain's monarchs ...
and later all the royal families of Europe ... then the
historical writings of Pierre Berton and later still
American presidents and their families.
“As a youngster I looked at this book every week
and read it over and over,” Betty told me speaking
about the scrapbook, adding “I only had three books;
The Three Little Pigs, and Little Black Sambo, and this
scrapbook.”
Showing me a picture of a youthful Queen Elizabeth
II, Betty stated, “I clearly remember that in 1953 we
had one of the first television sets and my dad was
able to get at four o'clock in the morning the
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth.”
In 1962 Betty and Howard moved to Pointe Claire,
P.Q. which is a Montreal suburb.
As it turned out, a little shop there took in articles
on consignment and for some reason a lot of British
royalty souvenir cups and saucers, plates, mugs and
pictures were taken in for sale. “I bought a lot of them
made during the 1939 to 1979 era for between $10
and $15 each,” Betty told me as we looked at each
item in a china cabinet filled with beautifully-made
items.
“My friend who lived across the street was from
Bristol, England but she only collected mugs of the
Royal Family so we went to all the antique shows
together,” Betty commented with a smile.
As well as many other pieces, Betty Goode's
collection consists of plates of Queen Victoria; King
George V and Queen Mary; Edward VII and Queen
Alexandra crowned on June 26, 1902; King Edward
VIII's Coronation on May 12, 1937; and many of the
present royal families. Also there are cups and saucers
of Princess Margaret born 1930; Queen Elizabeth II in

This house was moved from the corner of Highways 3 and 24 in
Simcoe to Murray Street East in Vittoria

Home has now been re-situated, bricked and renovated and is
ready and waiting for the right occupants.
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Royalty Mementos
daughters Arlene and Miranda asked their mother
'what do you want for Christmas?” and without
hesitation the reply was the lone Berton book which
was lacking in her collection ... The Royal Family. On
Christmas morning that tattered old book which had
been located in an obscure antique store near Toronto
was under the tree.
Betty showed me three cups arid saucers which
were a set, created during World War II. One depicted
the Royal Navy with the emblem, picture of a destroyer
and an inspiring Winston Churchill quote. The cup
and saucer of the British Army was similarly designed.
As was the Royal Air Force set with a Spitfire fighter
airplane accompanied by the famous Churchill quote
“Never was so much owed to so few by so many.” But
there was a story to tell about the RAF cup and
saucer. One day Betty was at a Silent Auction Sale.
Among the hundreds of items Betty spotted the RAF
cup and saucer which she did not have to complete
her threesome set. The man ahead of her wrote his bid
on the sheet for the prized cup and saucer. As Betty
finished making her bid the auctioneer shouted “all
bidding is now closed” but a third person wrote his bid
down and promptly took the fine china set to the
auction secretary with his payment. But, Betty
followed him the desk, and complained that the man
carrying the cup and saucer made his bid too late and
the real buyer was the man who had bid ahead of
Betty. An argument ensued between the auction
official, the late bidder and Betty. Her convincing
arguments for the man who had bid firstly won the
day and he received the coveted RAF chinaware. Guess
what? This stranger turned to Betty and handed her
the cup and saucer, saying, “this is for you.” Betty
protested, saying “no, you paid for it, it's yours.” The
kindly gentleman said “No, I have no real use for it and
anybody that would stand up for my rights like you
did certainly deserves it.” He refused any payment
from Betty and the stranger walked away.
Through a lot of hard work and a little luck from
time to time, this extensive collection continues to
grow.

her bridal gown; the Queen and Prince Philip's Silver
Jubilee 1952-1977. She has a mug of the 40th
anniversary of Queen Elizabeth's Accession to the
throne 1952-1992. There is memorabilia of the
marriage of Anne and Mark; Charles and Diana;
Andrew and Sarah; Edward and Sophie.
In her collection is a cup and saucer which is a
prized item for two reasons. Firstly, it is a rare
collectors' item and secondly, how Betty came to get it
for her collection is an interesting story. For many
years Mrs. Ethel Ball on Main Street in Port Dover had
an antique collection and occasionally offered items for
sale. At sale time, Betty Goode would always visit the
Ball household hoping to buy that one particular china
cup and saucer ... but always received the same reply
“it's not for sale”. Then one day some years later Mrs.
Ball's daughter stood at Betty's door with that rare cup
and saucer in her hands.
The visitor explained she was clearing out her
mother's home following her death and inside that cup
was a note in Mrs. Ball handwriting directing it to be
given to Mrs. Goode.
“Every month I get 'Majesty' magazine and books on
royalty to read about the interesting kings and queens
of Europe,: Betty told me as I gazed at a dining room
table stacked with printed materials arranged for my
visit. She pointed out a news article about Crown
Prince Frederik and Princess Mary of Denmark with
their baby Christian during a visit to Mary's family in
Australia.
It was with obvious pride that Betty showed me the
complete collection of Pierre Berton's books on
Canadian history, including “The Royal Family” which
was his first published book. Five years ago Betty's

I had a dream last night. I dreamed that nJim
Melville, nTom Haskett and Gary nCooper went to
Mexico, where they were arrested and sentenced
to appear before the firing squad. Tom was first
up, and just as the firing squad levelled their rifles,
he hollered “Tornado!” The firing squad ducked
for cover and Tom escaped. Gary’s turn was next,
and he figured if it worked for Tom, it would work
for him. Just as the rifles were levelled again, he
screamed, “Earthquake!” Again the squad ran for
cover and he escaped. Jim wasn’t to be outdone
by the other two, so when his turn came, he yelled
out, “Fire!”

Betty Goode is seen with china, scrapbooks and books about
European royalty, Canadian history and U.S. Presidents
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Well-spoken; and Do You take this Woman ...
Dominic commented that in the past three years he
has met many excellent youth speakers, saying “we
learn for each other”. He also credits his parents,
Leisha and Jerry DeCarolis, and relatives for their help
over the years.
Dominic said “I want to thank the Leo Club and the
Lions Club for giving me this opportunity.” He stated
how well the Lions Club's effective speaking contests
are run from the local level to the championship
competitions.

Dominic Decarolis is top youth
speaker
The first-place winner in the Port Dover Leo
Club/Lions Club effective speaking contest last
February advanced through the regional and
provincial competitions to be the champion of the
Lions Club Multiple District 'A' (includes provinces of
Ontario and Quebec). Dominic DeCarolis, a grade 8
student of St. Michael's School at nearby Walsh was
presented with the championship trophy at the Lions
Youth programs convention held in London on May 25.
He was presented with the trophy with his name
alongside past winners which he keeps for one year, as
well as $500 prize money and a plaque.
The 14-year-old impressed the Port Dover judges at
the Leo Club meeting in February with his talk on
“adolescents”. The same speech won him the regional
level of competition in Beamsville and the Multiple
District 'A' honours in Toronto on May 5.
When asked why he chose the subject which he did,
Dominic replied “because I can relate to it, as I am an
adolescent now.”
Dominic told The Maple Leaf he credits his grade
one teacher at St. Michael's for his ability to speak in
front of people as the teacher had all the pupils recite
poetry. Then in grades 2
and 3 the pupils had to
tell stories. In grade 4
Dominic won an
effective speaking
contest organized by the
Knights of Columbus at
St. Cecilia's Church. As
a grade 5 student he
entered the Port Dover
Leo Club/ Lions Club
contest but failed to
win. In the local
effective speaking
contest as a grade 6
student last year
Dominic won and
advanced to the regional
level. In the 2007 Lions
competitions Dominic
advanced to the top
prize in the 'Junior'
category.
Dominic assured The
Maple Leaf he will be
competing in 2008 in
the Port Dover
competitions, he will be
in the 'Intermediate'
category for 15 and
16-year-olds.

Teammates tie knot at home
plate
adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe Reformer

VITTORIA — Ed Thompson of St. Williams hit a
home run last week, and he wasn't even holding a bat.
On Friday afternoon, Thompson, 30, concluded his
six-year courtship of Karin Simonson, 33, by marrying
her at home plate at Thompson Memorial Park in
Vittoria.
A crowd of 150 were seated in the infield for the
30-minute ceremony, which was conducted under
hazy skies in hot, humid weather.
The pair has played for many years on the same
mixed slo-pitch team. Their team, Three Outs & A
Beer, is a fixture of the Simcoe Mixed Slo-Pitch
League.
Thompson Memorial Park was selected because of
the couple's love of baseball. Vittoria is also
Simonson's home-town. As well, Thompson won a
home run derby at the Thompson park several years
ago,
“We both play a lot of baseball together,” said the
happy bride. “This was a unique opportunity to have a
ceremony in an unconventional place.”
For his part, Thompson said his new wife “is the
best.
“And I love her,” he added.
A ball diamond may seem a strange place to stage a
wedding, but the couple's family and friends
understood completely.
“It definitely represents them,” said bridesmaid Lisa
Assel of Turkey Point. “It's a perfect setting for this.”
The groom is a chemical mixer for ESM
Metallurgical Products in Nanticoke. The bride
co-ordinates the concession sales program for the
Norfolk Association of Community Living in Simcoe.
The bride wore a hand-sewn gown made of white
chiffon and carried a bouquet of white roses. The
bridesmaids wore baby blue cocktail dresses made of
satin sheen and carried bouquets of blue roses, white
freesia and baby's breath. A reception and dance were
held afterward in the Vittoria Community Centre.
Retired minister Don Moore, of Woodstock,
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20th Anniversary VDCC Refresher Package
Doesn’t time fly when you’re having fun!
It is hard to believe that in 2008 the reconstructed
VDCC, for which so many of us worked so hard at
fundraising, will have served residents of our
community and our area for 20 years. But that is the
truth of the matter, and your VDCC Committee is
planning a party to celebrate the milestone.
We are sure many readers will recall with pride how
good it felt to be a part of the success of this great
project, whether individually or as a member of an
“anchor financier” or other supportive group. For
twenty years now, the VDCC has been a focal point for
so many other successful ventures, and the entire
community can share in the pride that results from
those successes.
Representatives of a number of community service
organizations recently met with the Vittoria & District
Community Centre Management Committee to
consider the following improvements which would
enhance the condition of the Centre:
• Painting the interior and the exterior trim of the
hall;
• Replacement of the floor tiles in the main hall and
foyer;
• Replacement of the kitchen range;
• Upgrading components of the sound system;
• Extension on the south side of the existing
building;
• Installation of a Walk-in cooler.

officiated. Ed and Karin will enjoy a fishing trip up
north before returning to Norfolk.

“20th Anniversary VDCC
Refresher” package
“On Saturday, May 28, 1988, about 330 people
jammed into the new 10,000 square foot Vittoria
& District Community Centre to celebrate the
official opening of the $600,000 building. By the
end of 1989, thanks to the commitment and
generosity of the citizens of Vittoria and district,
the building was paid for - four years ahead of
schedule.”

The proposed 440 Square foot extension will be constructed by
enclosing the area of the Executive parking lot between the existing
wall shown on the left and the existing wall shown on the right. The
Air Conditioning components will be relocated onto the roof.

Quoted from a VDCC Brochure

The VDCC Committee is enthusiastic about
completing all of these improvements as part of a
“20th Anniversary VDCC Refresher” package.
Community Partners for this project include the
Vittoria Women’s Institute, Vittoria Lions Club, Vittoria
Lioness Club, Vittoria Lamport Club, Vittoria
Firefighters Association, The Vittoria & District
Foundation, the Thompson Memorial Park Committee,
and individual contributors. We are well aware of what
these same partners accomplished 20 years ago when

In the past 12 months, The Vittoria & District Community Centre
has been rented 236 times with a total reported attendance of
21,540 satisfied guests.
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20th Anniversary VDCC Refresher Package
•

A dance will follow the entertainment program
An order form for 20th Anniversary celebration
tickets is included in the envelope with this newsletter.
Buying a ticket for the Anniversary celebration is
another good way for any individuals and families to
support the “20th Anniversary VDCC Refresher”
package. Think of it as a donation, with the guarantee
of some great down home country cookin’, and some
fine entertainment followed by a dance. Your support
will be much appreciated.

the community centre was built, as well as in
renovations, upgrades and repairs at the Vittoria Town
Hall in the past 10 years.
The partnering organizations have unanimously
endorsed a decision that details of the proposed
project be forwarded to Norfolk County for approval in
the 2008 budget.
The VDCC Building and Management Committee
will urge the Community Services Department of
Norfolk County to budget for this “20th Anniversary
VDCC Refresher” package. The local organizations
listed above have committed to work together at
fundraising activities the community to contribute
50% of the expected $125,000 cost.
Of course, we would wish to have the work
completed prior to the May 24, 2008 celebration. This
project would seem to fit perfectly into the proposed
Action to Support Uniqueness of Communities as
outlined in the Community Values and Identity
proposal - “Facilitate projects that have strong
community support”.

Items in this newsletter are often excerpted or adapted from
the local newspapers (Simcoe Reformer, Port Dover Maple
Leaf, Brantford Expositor) and other publications, and we
thank them and their writers.
We have been known to occasionally make mistakes. As
time goes by, we seem to do that more and more often. We
apologize for all errors.
Thank you to all contributors of photos and articles – nOni
Maclachlan and nDiane Smith of the Vittoria Women’s
Institute for the loan of their scrapbooks; to nJune Miller for
the loan of her “Thinking of You” records; nJohn Donaldson,
nMarg Werden, The Port Dover Maple Leaf, nJim Wies,
nDoug Cruickshank, nJim and nBarb Melville, Rob Harding,
Lyn Tremblay, Stan Morris, nJeanne Harding, nBetty Goode,
nGary Cooper, nCheryl Peck, and nTom and nJoan Haskett
for photographs and/or articles. Thank you to nLarry Cable
and his amazing crew of volunteers for stuffing and labelling
the envelopes containing the newsletters, and for distributing
some of them. Thanks to Sheelagh McFarlane for stamping
and mailing the envelopes.
Anyone who wishes to contribute an article for the next
Vittoria Booster, please contact Roger. All contributed items
welcome, even Letters to the Editor!
The Vittoria & District Foundation
P.O. Box 45 Vittoria, Ontario N0E 1W0
519-426-0234
godfather@kwic.com or twilac@kwic.com

FUNDRAISER
As one fundraiser, there will be a Raffle
co-sponsored by all the partners. All organizations
will help sell tickets. Tickets will be $10 each. Only
1,500 tickets will be printed.
There will be 4 prizes:
• 1st prize - 42" Panasonic Plasma or LCD High
definition TV - value $2,300 including taxes
• 2nd prize - Frigidaire gas Barbecue - value $1,610
including taxes
• 3rd prize - 5+ megapixel Brand name Digital
Camera - value $300 including taxes
• 4th prize - Original painting by Gerry Smith, of
Paris - value $500
An order form for Raffle tickets is included in the
envelope with this newsletter.
Buying a Raffle ticket is a good way for any
individuals and families to support the “20th
Anniversary VDCC Refresher” package. Think of it as a
donation, with the chance of winning a prize. Your
support will be much appreciated.

nJack Bingleman and nDuncan Walsh got jobs as

casino dealers working at the crap table.
A very attractive blond woman arrived ... and bet
twenty-thousand dollars on a single roll of the
dice.
She said: “I hope you don't mind, but I feel much
luckier when I play topless.”
With that, she stripped to the waist; rolled the
dice; and yelled: “Come on, baby ... Mama needs
new clothes!”
As the dice came to a stop, she jumped
up-and-down ... and squealed ... “YES! YES! I
WON! I WON!”
She hugged Jack and Dunc, and then picked up
her winnings and her clothes, and quickly
departed.
Jack and Dunc stared at each other dumbfounded.
Finally, Jack asked: “What did she roll?”
Dunc answered: “I don't know ... I thought you
were watching.”

20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
On Saturday, May 24, 2008 there will be a 20th
Anniversary celebration - a Potluck Dinner with
meat, coffee, tea, juice supplied. Everyone
attending is asked to bring their favourite potluck
dish and their appetite. No one need home hungry!
• Tickets to the celebration will be $10 per person,
with proceeds to the “VDCC 20th Anniversary
Refresher Package”.
• The Vittoria Women’s Institute will look after
distribution of tickets. 300 will be printed (perhaps
extras if needed?)
• Local Entertainers will put on a short program.
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Now Wasn’t That a Party!
Mother of all Extravaganzas
They seemed like pretty nice folks.
Little did they know what bizarre events lay in store
for them when they successfully bid on Live Auction
item L75 (Cabin Fever Extravaganza for 6) at The
Vittoria & District Foundation’s 2007 Auction last
March.
Saturday, May 19 was a beautiful day which
seemed to start out quite uneventfully, but gradually,
as the hours passed, deteriorated from the extremely
sublime to the incredibly ridiculous.
Early in the day, the Celebrity Chefs (The Two Fairly
Fat Guys) set the tables dramatically with the finest
china, silverware and crystal. The bar was stocked and
the larder was full. They and their wait staff were
ready to welcome the guests of honour.

The celebrity chefs sneak a well-deserved break.

Chefs and their serving staff, ready to go.

Unfortunately, word had slipped out that this Cabin
Fever Extravaganza might be little more than an adult
“bush party”.
Everyone knows “bush parties” are notorious for
party-crashers, and before the evening was over,
enough party-crashers had shown up to triple the
attendance. Even a number of good old Torytown boys
had infiltrated the extravaganza. Unknown to them,
former High Constable Burger had also crashed the
party, undercover (not to mention incognito).
The incredibly delicious five-course dinner went
smoothly, and everyone was having a great time.
Then the formal entertainment started. It consisted
of tall-tale telling, musical performances that would
bring a tear to your eye, a dose of Tomfoolery and
other presentations. A couple of hilarious hours
passed quickly. After about the fifth duet rendition of
“Little Brown Jug” by the host and the High Constable,
a couple of the party-crashers meandered outside in
the rain (we always suspected some of those good old
boys didn’t have enough sense to come in out of the
rain) to set off some fireworks and fire a few rockets off
into the darkness.
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So You Don’t Believe in Flying Saucers, Eh?
Well, that plan sure enough blew the lid off! The
party quickly went to Hell in a handbasket. At the
9-1-1 call centre, the phones started ringing off the
wall, and when the dust settled, two anonymous
callers had come forward to inform authorities that
they had witnessed a fiery UFO, which appeared to
have been the victim of a hit by one of the rockets,
descending speedily but erratically somewhere west of
the Village.
Obviously, this was a job for the High Constable,
and it did not take very long for him to deputize those
good old Torytowm boys and for them to discover
where the flying saucer had made its forced landing. It
was discovered in the workshop of Haskett Farms,
where the crew had concealed it to assess the damage.
The High Constable and his deputies quickly
surrounded the saucer and captured its crew. Imagine
their astonishment to discover four aliens skulking in
the spaceship. Two of the flight crew looked like
nothing they had ever seen before, the Flight
Commander was “the King”, and the Space Technician
was a legless semi-clone of Tom Haskett, only half
there.

Now a lot of you might find this account a little
hard to believe, but if you want to see the evidence for
yourself, simply drive by Tom and Joan Haskett’s
home and you may still see the extraterrestrial saucer
on display on the front lawn, decked out with the
Canadian Maple Leaf flag. The four captured aliens are
gone, evapourated or somehow beamed back to outer
space. But you’ve no doubt heard it said, “the camera
doesn’t lie”.
As for those nice folks who purchased item L75,
rumour has it that, even though they were in a state of
shock and disbelief, they may be interested in bidding
on the Extravaganza again next year. As one of them
was heard to say, “That’s sure gonna be a hard act to
follow. I wonder what they're gonna do for an encore.”

(As a follow-up to this remarkable odyssey, it should be
mentioned that the Godfather reports seeing another flying
saucer nestled on private property in a corn field near a
bushlot just north of Green’s Corners.How many more can
there be? Despite the knowledge that no one in his right
mind would challenge the word of the Godfather, he has
submitted these two photographs as proof positive.)
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