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A n before a person’s name indicates that he or she
is a member of The Vittoria & District Foundation.

In Memoriam (cont’d)
John Charles Boughner, November 25
Calvin Moore, November 28 æ 6 4
Vivien Emma (Butler) Evans, November 29 æ 8 5
Marion Elizabeth Hughes, December 6 æ 8 7
Bauke “Bob” Wagenaar, December 6 æ 8 7
Bernice Gladys (McDonald) Burton, December 13 æ 82
nFlorence (Curry) Stephens, December 29 æ 9 1
Marion Alice (Duxbury) Matthews, December 29

In Memoriam
William Harvey “Bill” Caswell, June 17 æ 70
Herbert “Stan” Hutchinson, June 27 æ 59
Ruth Elizabeth Hammond, July 5 æ 83
Daisy Evelyn Hutchinson, July 7 æ 83
Douglas William Gordon Kerry, July 11 æ 67
Harry Edgar “Ted” Frost, July 11 æ 85
Shirley Elizabeth Willitts, July 18 æ 84
Mary (Kuchocki) (Suprun) Martul, July 19 æ 85
Beatrice Eleanor Steinhoff, July 28 æ 84
Madeline Brinker, July 29 æ 87
nMuriel Ethel Eves, August 2 æ 83
Gordon Bruce Forrest, August 3 æ 86
Reta Eileen (Sheppard) Caswell, August 11 æ 96
Thomas “Tom” Cole, August 11 æ 51
Glen Allan McLaren, August 21 æ 68
Ronald Frederick Winn, August 25 æ 59
Leona (Jewell) Nichols, September 2 æ 88
Susan Aileen Pope, September 2 æ 46
Charles Douglas Long, September 7 æ 79
Irene Islip, September 10 æ 92
nL o w e l l B r o w n , S e p t e m b e r 1 4 æ 8 7
Anna “Rita” Blake, September 14 æ 85
Frances Allan, September 15 æ 62
Yolanda Viola DeCarolis, September 17 æ 86
Winston Lee Nichols, September 19 æ 83
Glenn Sheldon, September 19 æ 54
Alice Louisa Browne, September 20 æ 83
Helen Ilene (Lefler) Welsby, September 23 æ 81
Nellie May Ryerse, September 25 78
Sheila Elaine (Wells) Pearson, October 1 æ 48
William Alfred “Bill” Hooper, October 7
Donnie Murray Cowan, October 9 æ 70
Agusta Maria Depaepe, October 11 æ 91
Mary Burke, October 13 æ 86
Tena (Beckett) Kaye, October 21 æ 92
Tom Deming, October 22 æ 67
Wayne Patrick Engell, November 3 æ 66
nJohn Doleman, November 19 æ 4 5
Catharinn “Ina” (Van DeWaal) Dekorte, Nov.19 æ 8 4
nAlice May (Gustin) Beagle, November 20

Milestone Anniversaries Celebrated
nJ u d i t h a n d nJohn McCrory, 45 years on July 7
Deanna and nGeorge Lloyd, 45 years on July 7
nD o l o r e s a n d nL l o y d W i n t e r , 4 5 y e a r s o n J u l y 2 1
nJoan n e an d nKenneth Smith, 55 years on August 9
nViolet and nCharles Monroe, 65 years on August 23
Jeannette and Verne Robertson, 50 years on Sept. 28
nB r e n d a a n d nL e n n a r d H o l l i d a y , 4 0 y e a r s o n O c t o b e r 7
nDoris and nStacey Dutton, 50 years on November 9
ANNIVERSARIES OVER 60 CLUB
nMuriel and nT h o m a s M i l l a r , 6 2 y e a r s o n A u g u s t 3
Jean and Keith Turner, 67 years on August 10
Irene and Bill Nicoll, 67 years on September 17
nM y r t l e a n d nDoug Smith, 61 years on December 27

Milestone Birthdays Celebrated
Ross Ellwood, 75 years on July 5
nF e r n V e r s t r a e t e n , 8 5 y e a r s o n J u l y 1 7
nA l a n W i n t e r , 7 5 y e a r s o n J u l y 2 1
Ruth Loughton, 75 years on July 22
nMarion L oc k h art , 95 y e ars on Au gu s t 4
Fred Gamble, 75 years on August 12
nD o u g C r u i c k s h a n k , 7 5 y e a r s o n A u g u s t 1 6
nCharles Monroe, 85 years on August 22
nI r e n e H a y w a r d , 8 5 y e a r s o n A u g u s t 2 7
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Congratulations to Award Recipients
Dorothy Bourne, 85 years on September 2
Lawrence DePoorter, 75 years on September 30
Dorothy Inman, 80 years on October 21
Violet Monroe, 85 years on November 17
Florence Islip, 90 years on November 19
nDoug Smith, 80 years on November 24
nL y d i a C h a p m a n , 7 5 y e a r s o n D e c e m b e r 2 1
BIRTHDAYS OVER 90 CLUB
Mary Hamilton, 97 years on August 2
Faye Bennett, 90 years on August 28
nC l a r a B i n g l e m a n , 1 0 8 y e a r s o n O c t o b e r 1 6
Frances Walsh, 97 years on December 19
n
n
n
n

Virginia Drayson wins The
2006 National Joan MacKellar
Award for Special Events

The winner of the Joan MacKellar Award for the most
outstanding Special Event Coordinator in Canada for the
year 2006 is nVirginia Drayson. Virginia was presented her
award at the Welcome Wagon Spring Conference held in
London on March 24th, 2007.
The Joan MacKellar Award is presented annually to the
most outstanding Welcome Wagon Special Event Coordinator
in Canada. The Joan MacKellar Award was created to
honour Joan, Chair Emeritus, who began her career as a
Special Event Representative for brides-to-be in Kitchener,
Ontario. The winner of this Award is selected from the
Special Event Coordinator of the Year winners from each of
the four geographic regions. Special Events include programs
for brides-to-be, expectant mothers, and pre-retirement and
grandparents. The winning Representative receives a Royal
Doulton figurine and $500 from the Company along with a
donation of $1,500 for her favourite local charity.
Virginia is honoured for her outstanding dedication to the
local community, its residents and local Sponsor service, her
overall cooperation with all Welcome Wagon programs within
her community, her sales ability, enthusiasm, dedication
and her respect for the highest standard of proven business
practices and Welcome Wagon policies.
Virginia has been with Welcome Wagon since 1994. Her
dedicated service and hard work have previously been
recognized by honours such as Representative of the Year in
2006, 2002, 2001, and 1999; Runner-Up in 2003 and 2000;
Nominee in 2005 and 1997; and now the National Joan
MacKellar Award in 2006! Congratulations, Virginia, for a job
well done!!

Province Celebrates Area
Volunteers

Ontario honoured 121 Norfolk volunteers at the Volunteer
Service Awards at the Vittoria & District Community Centre
last June for their contributions to the community.
“Volunteers build communities,” said Ontario Citizenship
and immigration Minister Mike Colle. “The Ontario Volunteer
Service Awards provide an opportunity to recognize those
people who give their time and effort to our communities.” ␣
Longstanding volunteers with several years of volunteer
service with one organization were among those recognized.
Award recipients for their volunteer work with The
Vittoria & District Foundation were
nFrank Chambers – Youth Award
nHelen Bingleman – 10 years
nJohn Clayton – 5 years
nRuth Clayton – 5 years
nLyle Smith – 10 years
nTom Waldick – 10 years
Helen Watt – 5 years
A number of Vittoria & District Foundation members also
received Volunteer Service Awards for their work with other
organizations:
nJack Beamer – 20 years – Norfolk Historical Society
nMarian Bezzo – 30 years – Norview Lodge
nCharlotte Donaldson – 10 years – Vittoria Lamport Club
nJohn Donaldson – 10 years – Vittoria Lamport Club
nRuth Gundry – 40 years – Woodhouse United Church
nJoan Johnstone – 30 years – Norview Lodge
nArthur Loughton – 10 years – Haldimand-Norfolk
Information Centre
nJoan Norman – 10 years – Norfolk County Agricultural
Society
nJim Pepper – 40 years – Woodhouse United Church
nMarion Pepper – 40 years – Woodhouse United Church
nBob Pope – 10 years – Horticultural Society of Woodhouse
and Port Dover
nMarion Sherman – 10 years – Vittoria Lamport Club
nBetty Smith – 40 years – Woodhouse United Church
Other Vittoria area residents honoured included:
Ernest Shoff – 40 years – Woodhouse United Church
Evelyn Shoff – 40 years – Woodhouse United Church
George Watt – 10 years – Vittoria Lamport Club
Helen Watt – 10 years – Vittoria Lamport Club
Congratulations to all award recipients, and thank you all
for volunteering.

Most Outstanding Welcome Wagon Special Event Coordinator in Canada
for 2006, nVirginia Drayson presents a cheque for $1,500 from Welcome
Wagon to her favourite charity, The Vittoria & District Foundation, in
recognition of her achievement. The cheque was graciously accepted by
V&DF Treasurer, nTwila Cruickshank.

A man who carries a cat by the tail learns something
he can learn in no other way.

Remember, half the people you know are below average.

-2-

V&DF Scholarship, and Here Come the Brides
Dillon Bradshaw wins
Foundation scholarship

Bridal Showcase at the VDCC
Adapted from an article by Joan Doyle in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Adapted from an article by Marg Werden in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Dillon Bradshaw, a graduate of Holy Trinity Catholic High
School has won the $2,000 Vittoria & District Foundation
Scholarship.
“I was surprised, but very happy to win,” said Dillon,
who has been accepted at Western University in the
Biological and Medical Sciences program. “I want to become
a doctor, perhaps a surgeon, so this will be a good start to
paying off potential debt.”
The selection committee which was comprised of
Foundation members nLinda Vancso, nJim Wies, and
nDon Fort, said it was a difficult decision to choose one from
the seven applicants. “It is always a difficult decision,” Jim
Wies said. “All were of such a high standard.”
Linda Vancso added that all the applicants were very
involved in their communities and had high academic
achievements. “One of Dillon’s strengths is that he has a
quiet kind of determination and focus to achieve his goals.
However, all the students had strengths and community
involvement and their parents should be proud of them and
the community should be proud of them as well.”
One of the questions asked of the applicants during the
interview process was whether they felt that living in rural
Ontario was a disadvantage.
“The students all said it was the opposite because of the
opportunities they had to make a contribution to their
community,” Linda stated. “Many of the students want to
come back to this area because of the opportunities they
have had here.”

Elegant bridal party fashions were a highlight of the Fall
Bridal Showcase.
Initial wedding decisions are often laced, buttoned and
tiaraed with more wedding decisions. That’s how it is for
today’s brides and grooms who are more involved than ever
before in planning the perfect day.
It can be a maze of details. but the whole process was
made a little easier for those who attended Welcome Wagon’s
Fall Bridal Showcase on September 26.
Co-organized by Welcome Wagon representatives Marilyn
Reeves and nVirginia Drayson, the semi-annual opportunity
to meet the area’s local wedding experts was attended by 175
people, including 70 brides who had registered in advance. A
handful of grooms stood out in the predominantly female
crowd.
They packed Vittoria Community Centre where they got
advice, suggestions and ideas from the evening’s 33
exhibitors along with gift bags, free samples and door prizes.
They also were treated to a bridal fashion show and one
lucky bride, Brooke Dredge of Waterford, won the grand door
prize of four private ballroom dance lessons that will be
taught by Vivienne and Bernard Heydorn of Norfolk Ballroom
Dancers.
“He’s going to make a good husband,” declared future
bride Michelle Stockdale who had her fiance Mike Welsby in
tow. “He’s missing baseball to be here.”
The Waterford couple, who got engaged at the end of July,
has been in a flurry of planning ever since. They have picked
May 10, 2008 for their wedding date with the ceremony to be
held at Cranberry Creek (Lynedoch) and the reception at
Travelodge Banquet Centre.
“I’ve already bought my dress,” she said. “The minister
has been arranged,” he noted, “and we’re going to the
Dominican Republic for our honeymoon.”
The couple has the major things in place but there are
still some decisions to be made.
“We’re here just to check out our options about a few
things.” For instance, nothing has been done about
transporting the bridal party, so Michelle said she was
interested in learning more about limousine services. She
would like the decked-out SUV, provided by Black Ty

Dillon Bradshaw (second from left) won a $2,000 scholarship from the
Vittoria & District Foundation, represented by (left to right) nDon Fort,
nLinda Vancso, and nJim Wies.

Dillon also won an Admission Scholarship to the
University of Western Ontario, a University of Western
Ontario Bursary, a Millennium Bursary and a Queen
Elizabeth II “Aiming for the Top” Scholarship.
On Larry Cable’s last V&DF daytrip, a woman doing a
survey boarded the bus. She asked Larry, “How many
passengers do you have on board, broken down by sex?”
Larry replied, “None that I know of ... but a few did look
pretty tired when they showed up this morning.”

Chase Waldick proved that he is a man of many talents when he stepped
into this role as a last-minute replacement model groom for Virginia’s Bridal
showcase.
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Do You Take This Woman, and the Hub of the Universe
Limousine, which was parked at the community centre’s
main entrance.
Later in the evening, as door prizes were being handed
out, Michelle won a gift bag from Black Ty.
She also liked the Sew Stylish Wedding Works exhibit.
The Ingersoll-based business, along with Carter’s Men’s
Wear in Simcoe, provided the exquisite gowns and tuxedos
that were paraded on stage later in the evening.
The couple does not have a firm budget in place for the
big day, but did say they are grateful for the financial
assistance being provided by Mike’s parents. “It’s very good
to have them onside,” said the bride.
So far, there have not been any major disagreements in
wedding planning. “We’re pretty mellow. We always consult
each other before making a decision,” she said.
Future groom Mike Moore and his fiancée Amanda
Arsenault were loaded down with gift bags, samples and
brochures from the various exhibitors as they took seats to
watch the fashion show. The Simcoe couple has been
engaged a year and have selected September 20, 2008 as the
date for their exchange of nuptials. Although they have
already booked the hall and reserved a DJ, they are still very
much in the planning stage. “Tonight has been an
opportunity for us to check out everything,” said the bride,
who added that they have not yet set a budget for their big
day.
“It’s all been very informative,” said the groom, who was
quite interested in the information provided to him by
exhibitor Marlin Travel. “We’re still looking for a place to go
to for our honeymoon.”
Waterford couple Tim Simmons and B.J. Gyselinck, who
have been engaged for almost three years, said they were at
the Bridal Showcase to get some ideas for their wedding and
reception that takes place on October 25, 2008.
“We don’t have a location picked yet,” said the groom,
“but it will be some place in Haldimand-Norfolk.” Nor has a
definite budget been set for the day, “but I hope it’s less than
$5,000,” he said.
The couple was particularly impressed with a suggestion
they received while talking to the ladies at the Memorial Plus
exhibit, who had done the ceiling and the background
decorating of the stage for the Bridal Showcase.
Tim and B.J.’s flower girl and ring bearer are ages two
and three. It was suggested to them that the young
attendants might better enjoy their parts in the ceremony if
each carried a little stuffed animal. The toys should
incorporate the wedding colours.
“It’s an awesome idea,” the future bride said. “I think so,
too,” added the future groom.
The next Welcome Wagon Bridal Showcase is planned for
February 20, 2008.

set about organizing the
event. The group made plans
to compile and publish a
history book, hold a parade,
a dinner and auction, a
homecoming dance, create
an historical self-guided
walking tour brochure, host
a re-enactment of the War of
1812 and a myriad of other
festivities for the special
weekend in July. The
members made a
commitment to raise the
money they would need for
the bicentennial party
without any help from
outside sources and so they
did. With the help of all the
The front cover of “200 Years of
organizations and
Memories”, the history book edited by community groups within
nTwila and nRoger Cruickshank for Vittoria, they raised
the Vittoria Bicentennial celebration.
$165,000. They pre-sold 600
of the comprehensive history
books, had 1200 printed with a captivating design and
professionally bound hard cover and the rest were sold-out
two weeks after receiving them from the printer.
The whole village rose to the challenge of funding the
celebration and in turn, showed up that weekend to enjoy
the benefits of their hard work. In the end, the Bicentennial
Committee found that after all the bills were paid, they had
$25,000 remaining.
That’s when some people suggested they capitalize on the
momentum of the bicentennial celebration and the way it
brought everyone together in a common goal. They decided
to try to sustain that sense of community. Using the $25,000
profit as a base for a charitable foundation, they formed The
Vittoria & District Foundation. Right from the beginning they
had the support of the residents of Vittoria. When a call went
out for trustees for the Foundation, nRoger Cruickshank
said he expected 7 or 8 people to come forward. Instead, 23
people attended the meeting, putting their names forward as
trustees and promising to take an active role in the
Foundation’s future. Since that time, these and 250 other
members pay a $20 annual membership fee and then set to
work raising funds and organizing events.
The Vittoria & District Foundation’s mandate is to invest
in projects that will enhance the quality of life for the people
of Vittoria and surrounding area. Since 1997, they and their
community partners have poured more than $273,000 into
community projects such as the Vittoria Town Hall, Vittoria
Community Centre, Port Dover Harbour Museum, Delhi
Splash Park, Lamport Park and Norfolk Soccer Park, into
Youth Programs and Scholarships, Norfolk General Hospital
projects and other community improvements and goodwill.
They are currently planning an improvement project for the
Vittoria Community Centre which is estimated to cost
$125,000. This busy Centre, owned by Norfolk County and
managed by the Community Services Department, averages
220 rentals per year. The Vittoria & District Foundation in
partnership with seven local community service
organizations, (the Thompson Memorial Park Committee,
Vittoria & District Community Centre Committee, Vittoria
Women’s Institute, Vittoria Lions Club, Vittoria Lioness
Club, Vittoria Lamport Club, and Vittoria Firefighters
Association) and the community-at-large has pledged to
cover half the cost of the improvements.
Roger and nTwila Cruickshank, nTom Haskett and

The Core Group at the “Centre
of the Universe”
Adapted from an article by Janet Hepburn in the Norfolk Hub

This is Norfolk’s best-kept secret. There is a wonderfully
enthusiastic group of volunteers in Vittoria who raises
money and invests it back into the community day after day,
year after year and has a lot of fun doing it. The group works
under the name The Vittoria & District Foundation and
many of the executive, trustees and volunteers have been
members since its inception in1997.
The story began when a group of residents in Vittoria
decided there should be a massive celebration in 1996
commemorating the bicentennial of the village of Vittoria and
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Hub of the Universe, and BMXer Harley
left for the committee to do is gather together one more time
to disburse the profits.
The Foundation derives most of its income from the
Dinner and Auction and from membership fees but has also
benefited from personal and corporate donations as well as
from a nice bequest from one of its members.
One of the projects they sponsor annually is an individual
Youth Scholarship for a local high school graduate who will
be attending university or college the following year.
Interested students must send a letter to the Scholarship
Committee. The committee reviews the letter, the student’s
academic average, volunteer history and extracurricular
activities and a letter from the Principal of their school and
then draws up a shortlist for interviews. The successful
candidate receives $2,000 toward their post-secondary
education.
This group of community-minded citizens has definitely
created some kind of magic in its ability to accomplish great
work while having fun and drawing people to their cause. In
a village that has no school, no store, none of the usual
meeting places that form a sense of camaraderie, the
residents still come together in an atmosphere of pride and
respect for each other and work very hard to make
improvements where they see fit. Roger stresses The Vittoria
& District Foundation’s desire to foster partnerships with
other local service organizations and the great heights they
can reach when they work as a team. He also emphasizes
the importance of all the volunteers, contributors and
bidders to the success of the Annual Auction. “We are
blessed to have so many people with so many talents that
can work together.”
Clearly, this organization deserves the accolades it
received in 2000, when it was awarded “Best in the Country”
in the “Outstanding Voluntarism” category at the Awards of
Rural Excellence Banquet held in Collingwood. Towns and
cities of much larger population would be envious of the
strength of this Foundation’s membership and their
commitment to their neighbours and friends but in Tom
Haskett’s words, “We’re not a lofty group, we’re just
country-folks.”

nJim Melville, Founding Chairman of The Vittoria & District Foundation and
nTom Haskett, Chairman of the Vittoria Boosters Committee presented
Certificates of Appreciation and offered thanks to Volunteer Auctioneers
Lyle Smith and Tom Waldick in recognition of their 10 years of volunteer
service at the V&DF’s Annual Spaghetti Dinner and Fundraising Auctions.

nJune

Miller break into laughter as they talk about the fun
they’ve had over the years, particularly with the Spaghetti
Dinner and Auction held each March. This is the
Foundation’s primary fundraiser and as Tom explains it, “We
usually have only one meeting before the auction, everyone
comes forward and offers to do their part then we show up
the day before the auction; 60 people come together for the
whole day setting up tables, organizing donated articles,
preparing the meal and it’s ready to go.”
That means that all those jobs that people promised to do
are done, all the items for the auction are there and
everything is in place. There is an amazing sense of
community. nLarry Cable, the Events Chairperson, prepares
lunch for the crew of volunteers and they work right through
“like a thrashing party.” Tom feels that part of the auction’s
success is due to the fact that they simply ask people to do
what they do best and then offer it up for sale – home-baked
tarts, artwork, pies, carpentry and the coveted M.A.F.I.A.
box. The box is a collection of unique items contributed by
the “Vittoria M.A.F.I.A.” (Men Advocating Fairness, Integrity
and Accountability), a group comprised of “Godfather” Roger
Cruickshank and “enforcers” nJim Melville, nGary Cooper
and Tom Haskett. The evening runs smoothly and all that is

This small group is representative of the many Vittoria & District Foundation
members and volunteers: nLarry Cable, nMarion Sherman, nGertrude
Smith, nOni Maclachlan, nCharlotte Donaldson, nTom Haskett, nLinda
Vancso, nPat Barker, nRon Bezzo, nVirginia Drayson, nGary Cooper,
nJohn Donaldson

Harley Haskett is immersed in
BMX
Adapted from an article by Marg Werden in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Many a male teenager could be forgiven for coveting
Harley Haskett’s job. He has turned his passion for riding
BMX (Bicycle Moto-cross) into a fulltime job.
BMX is a form of cycling on specially-designed bicycles
which usually have 20-inch wheels. There are two types of
BMX cycling: BMX racing, usually on a hilly course, and
BMX freestyle, which involves the performance of tricks on
specially-designed ramps and rails. BMX originated in
California in the late 1960s when teenagers imitated
motocross riders on their bicycles.
Harley described the difference between BMX racing,
cross-country racing, and BMX freestyle. “Cross-country
racing is done on mountain bikes that have suspensions and
gears. BMX racers ride single-speed bikes with no
suspension, a rigid fork and frame, and brakes are optional.
It’s a totally different style of riding. BMX freestyle is an
artform that incorporates personal expression,” he said.
Harley first began riding BMX when he was 11-years-old
and then used that experience to obtain a part-time job at
Independent Bikes and Boards in Simcoe while he was in
high school. This is where he met the people who would
eventually become his employers.
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More BMX, and Keeping the Doctor Away
“I met some of the people
in the bicycle business
through my job in Simcoe,”
Harley explained. “I started
to ride more often and take
part in events in Vancouver.
Every year I went back to
Vancouver to ride and
eventually I started to help
set up for the events. I also
met Jay Miron, who started
the World Bicycle Sports Inc.
company, which is an
umbrella company for
MacNeil Bikes, a hard goods
company, Ten Pack
Distribution, a Canadian
wholesaler for bike parts,
and Metro BMX Jam, the
event side of the business.”
The name “Metro BMX Jam”
comes from the nature of the
events.
“‘Metro’ reflects the urban
type of obstacles, such as
2003 V&DF Scholarship winner
ramps, curbs, and rails, that
Harley Haskett has turned his love of
BMX Freestyle into a full-time job that are used in the competition
and ‘Jam’ is just another
is taking him around the world.
word for a gathering,” Harley
explained.
After graduating from Port Dover Composite School in
2003, Harley Haskett continued his education at Conestoga
College earning a three-year diploma in business
administration and marketing while continuing to travel to
Vancouver every summer to help with the competitions
there.
After his graduation. Jay Miron talked to Harley about
coming to work for one of his companies.’ “I didn’t know they
were going to open an eastern office,” Harley said, “But they
wanted someone to run the eastern division and also
organize the events side of things.”
And that is where Harley Haskett is now employed,
wearing a number of hats. “My official title is Division
Manager and Event Manager,” he explained. “I oversee the
general operations of the warehouse in Scarborough, but I
also do graphic design, website updates and event
management. We’re a small company with a total of only
eight employees, three here and five out west.”
Up until this year, Metro BMX Jam has only held BMX
Freestyle competitions in Canada. However, the PDCS
graduate recently organized a Metro BMX Jam in Singapore.
He commented, “these contests originated in Canada, but
people come from all over the world to take part in them.
They are the some of the most-anticipated contests as far as
BMX is concerned.”
Harley Haskett explained that the competition in
Singapore came about because everything fell into place with
the sponsors there. “The media especially came on board
with Rush HD and Mega Media being our principal sponsors.
They gave full television coverage to the event and we had 40
riders from all over the world plus 20 more from Asia taking
part in the competition. It was a professional-level contest
with a $20,000 US purse divided among the top five riders,”
he said.
During the freestyle competitions, the riders are judged
for their performance on a number of criteria including
creativity, use of the course, and consistency. Although BMX
racing will become an Olympic sport in Beijing in 2008,
Harley is unsure whether BMX freestyle will get that far. “It’s

harder to judge and is a lot like figure skating and dancing.
However, the International BMX Freestyle Federation is in
talks with the International Olympic Committee.”
Following the success of the Singapore competition,
Harley and Metro BMX Jam planned an amateur event in
Muskoka and a contest in Whistler for July, a competition in
Toronto in the fall, and “we’re talking to people in Beijing
and Shanghai to try to organize competitions there by the
end of the year. Singapore was our first big international
event, and although there were a lot of surprises, it went
really well. We’re thinking about an eight-stop tour in 2008
with four competitions in North America and four more in
Asia.”
In light of Harley’s experience in organizing these major
competitions, Norfolk County youth who take part in the
annual contest that Harley and his friend Clay Benvenuti
organize at the Norfolk County Fairground skateboard park
each fall can consider themselves extremely fortunate.
“We’ve been doing the fair contest for a few years now,”
Harley said, “And my job now was just a natural progression
from that.”
Although Harley Haskett is now more involved in the
behind-the-scenes administrative side of BMX freestyling, he
still takes time out to do some riding. “I still ride as much as
possible now, but I never set out to win,” he said. “It’s more
for the experience and fun of riding in a contest with my
friends. BMX has an amazing uniting power. I’ve met
hundreds of people at events and because we have a
common interest, we’re like a big, tight family.”

2007 Apple Harvest
Adapted from an article by Marg Werden in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Despite the severe drought conditions that plagued
Norfolk County this past summer, the local apple crop does
not seem to have suffered. However, the weather tested the
growers’ abilities to cope with changing conditions almost
every day.
Vittoria apple producer Tom Haskett said that 2007
proved the theory held by Bruce Wallace, a former General
Manager of the Norfolk Fruit Growers’ Association. “Bruce
always said that man doesn’t live long enough to have all the
knowledge to grow apples and 2007 proved that.”
Beginning with fluctuating temperatures last winter that
had farmers worrying that the buds would swell to the point
they would be damaged by the next cold snap and
continuing on to frost conditions during the bloom that

Apple grower Tom Haskett (on left) and Ewart Francis look at this year's
crop of apples in the orchard.
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Norfolk Produces Yet Another Great Apple Crop
damaged some of the crop, apple growers had lots to worry
about all season.
The hot, dry summer weather also tested the capabilities
of the chemicals that growers use to control various fungi
and pests. “For instance, with the dry weather, we didn’t
know how to monitor the release of spores for apple scab and
we were fooled in the early part of the season with heavy
dews and night rains,” Tom explained. “As a result, scab
developed in the calyx end of the fruit causing some damage.
It required the use of a fungicide program throughout the
season.”
As well, under the pest management program, growers
have been limited by government regulations in the
chemicals they can use. “The chemicals we use with the
Integrated Pest Management Program to control the chewers,
crawlers and stingers were put to the test this summer,”
Tom said. “What usually controlled the pests for 20 days,
only worked for 10 days this summer. For example,
traditionally we had only two hatches of codling moth. This
year, we had three and one went uncontrolled. If this trend
continues, we will have to change the control pattern for late
apples.”
Apple growers also saw new pests enter their orchards
this year. “There is great pressure in Norfolk County from
the corn borer,” stated Tom. “There is a lot more sweet corn
being grown and if it is close to the fruit orchards, we found
that the late hatches penetrated the calyx end of the fruit.
It’s a great place for the pest to live. It’s something we
haven’t seen before and we’re asking that more research
work be done in that area.”
Despite the problems, though, Tom admits that this
year’s apple crop in Norfolk County is wonderful. “The hot
sun and warm temperatures have resulted in a very sweet
apple this year. The majority of soils, especially the coarse,
loamy soils, held their moisture well and the tree was able to
take up minerals and enough moisture to produce a good
crop. The fruit had a high cell count early in the season,
indicating the fruit was capable of expanding with water and
juice. As a result, we have a larger and very sweet fruit this
year.”
Beginning in early September, local growers have had
little to complain about in terms of harvest weather. “The
cloudy weather we had late in the summer meant the apples
were slow to colour and the starch to sugar conversion was a
little more gradual,” explained Tom. “That pushed the

harvest a little later, but we were able to work through it.”
Once the cooler nights hit, however, the apples were
ready to be harvested.
“A combination of cool nights with perhaps a touch of
frost and nice bright sunny days with a slight breeze works
magic on the colour of the apples,” Tom said. “Early in the
harvest, we didn’t get a lot of that and the only thing we
could do was wait. What we ended up doing was picking the
tree twice in a two-pass system to allow the apples inside the
tree to colour up.”
Traditionally, Norfolk County produces about 20 per cent
of the apple crop grown in Ontario, or about 3 million
bushels. Although the harvest is now nearing the end, there
is still quite a bit of fruit left in the orchards, mainly
processing apples which are used for juice and applesauce.
Still one of the most popular apples for the consumer
market, the McIntosh makes up about 54 per cent of the
consumer market. “However, new varieties are being
introduced and are gaining in popularity,” Tom said. “For
instance, the Empire apple was traditionally grown for the
United Kingdom market, but it is becoming more popular
here. It is a wonderful eating apple, it stores well, has a
wonderful consistent colour pattern, and it has a great
flavour.”
Some other varieties, such as Cameo, Ambrosia, and
Honeycrisp are new and in demand, but are still in the
commercial testing stage. “Some growers are planting
significant acreages of these varieties, as well as the Miracle
Mac, an upgraded McIntosh that has been developed,” Tom
said.
According to Tom Haskett, in addition to keeping up with
consumer tastes, growers also have to keep abreast of new
chemistry that is both environmentally and human friendly
and keep meticulous records to track the product produced.
“Every batch of apples that is delivered to a store, either here
in Canada or abroad, has a serial number attached to it that
relates back to the grower, what farm it was grown on and
what block of trees it came from. If there is any problem with
the apples, that batch of fruit can be traced back to the tree
it came from.”
In order to export product, a very stringent set of
controls must be met. “There are standards for soil
conditions, the fertilizer and minerals added to the soil, the
chemicals and biological controls used during the season,
the sanitation facilities supplied for the apple pickers, and
the maintenance of the machinery,” Tom said. “We can be
audited to make sure we conform to these standards.”
In terms of the weather this past summer, however,
Norfolk County fared quite well. “The 2007 crop is a good
size, a good colour and has a great flavour,” Tom said. “The
soils of Norfolk produced a crop that other apple growing
areas in Ontario were not able to produce. Growers in
Eastern Ontario and Georgian Bay did not fare as well.
Although some trees, in isolated patches, have been
stressed, growers took precautions and hand thinned the
crop to reduce the stress.”
However, Tom added that the trees are now in need of
some moisture. “The entire area needs to have some timely
rains with good volume. We need some good soakers to fill
the swamps with water before they freeze for the winter. We
really need a good snow or rainfall to ensure we have ample
moisture to start next year’s crop.”
John Donaldson stepped on a scale in a train station.
A paper came out of the slot and said, “You are handsome,
debonair, charming and wealthy.” Charlotte looked at the
paper and said, “Look! It got your weight wrong too.”

Among the many off-shore workers from the West Indies who are in Norfolk
County to harvest the 2007 apple crop are (left to right) Delroy Francis,
Desmond Wright, Cecil Waite, Junior Smith, Ewart Francis, Phillip Villier,
and Oral Jones.
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Collector Shoes, and Tia’s Back in Town
Gertrude Smith has hundreds
of shoes
Adapted from an article by Kate Schwass in the Times-Reformer

nGertrude

Smith has hundreds of shoes.
But they’re not the kind you put on your feet. They’re
much smaller, made of glass, china, porcelain or brass, and
serve as excellent pieces of decoration.
“My husband gave me my first one in 1970, so it’s his
fault I have these,” Gertrude said with a laugh. “I like old
ones. I like ones that are different,” she said. “I like the
history behind them because quite often, people will tell me
a story about the shoe.”
But Gertrude has so many of these shoes, she’s run into
a bit of a problem: she has nowhere to show them off. She
has albums with pictures of them, but it’s just not the same.
Thankfully, those shoes don’t have to remain hidden
forever.
Gertrude got a chance to show everyone at the Norfolk
County Fair and Horse Show her collection in the White
Cabinet Display. The White Cabinet is located in the
Homecraft building and every year, there is a new and
unique collection, says cabinet coordinator Joyce Dougherty
of Simcoe.
“She has lots of unique shoes and we’re looking forward
to whatever she brings,” Joyce said. “She was quite thrilled
to be able to show them.”
The actual display was a surprise, even for Joyce, until
the Sunday before the fair, when Gertrude arrived with her
shoes and put them into the display cabinet.
“It will give the corner a nice, different look,” Joyce said.
Along with the display of shoes, as usual there was lots to
see in the Homecraft building. Every year this building is
transformed by colourful and beautiful quilts, paintings,
baskets, canned fruits and vegetables and other entries.
But it is also a place where crafters get a chance to learn
a new trick or two with the craft demonstrations – basket
weaving, needle arts, handmade cards, beading, wood
carving, decorative painting, or rubber stamping.

Songwriters Tommy Parham and Tia McGraff will be writing and recording
in the sound studio in their Port Dover home.

Tia McGraff finds peace of
mind by returning home
Adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

Tia McGraff has come home.
The singer-songwriter you may know as Tia Hofgraff from
the time when she was growing up in the area and
performing in Simcoe Little Theatre musicals, has bought a
home in Port Dover and moved here from Nashville with her
songwriter husband Tommy Parham.
This is by no means a climb-down or some form of
semi-retirement for the couple, who write and record
together. Tia’s career is as hot as ever with a tour of England
scheduled for this summer (2007), where she will play at
festivals in front of crowds of tens of thousands. Her agent is
trying to line up a tour for next year in Australia and she is
releasing a new CD this summer.
Technology has also allowed for the return. At the back of
their sunny, roomy two-storey home on top of Brant Hill is a
studio. The pair can write and record songs and email them
out and have tracks emailed in.
And flying out to tour Europe is easier and cheaper doing
it from here than in Nashville.
But the reasons why Tia has come home are also
personal. She never really left Norfolk. She has performed at
Port Dover’s July 1 celebrations at Silver Lake and has
recorded a single about it called “Silver Lake,” and visited
here often.
Tia talks of how she’d come home and take walks on the
pier where people would recognize her and “remember me as
a person. It gives me a feeling of being safe.”
She also says she moved back for peace of mind. “The
States is so crazy now with everything going on. I really miss
Port Dover. It’s always been my home.”
The couple says they want to be part of the local music
scene – they’ve already used local musicians in one recording
– and want to help nurture a community that nurtured Tia
two decades ago.
Tia was in Stoney’s Hardware recently and was
approached by a local musician who offered to help with any
recordings.
Her time in Nashville was fruitful. “It was the best thing I
ever did personally and professionally,” Tia says. It was
where she met Parham, through her publisher.
She evolved artistically there and now sings a cross of

Gertrude Smith was busy preparing her exhibit of collectible shoes for the
White Cabinet display as part of the Homecraft exhibits at the Norfolk
County Fair. Smith said she received her first decorative shoe from her
husband in 1970. Her collection has since grown to hundreds of shoes in a
variety of styles.

The inspirational message on the church bulletin board read:

“TODAY IS THE TOMORROW YOU
WORRIED ABOUT YESTERDAY”.
Under it, someone had pencilled in,

“AND NOW YOU KNOW WHY!”
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Tia’s New CD, and Summerfest at the Point
genres of music that includes country, rock, and blues.
“Nashville”, says Tommy, who grew up in Colorado, “can
humble you quickly. You either think ‘I can never write like
that’ and go home. Or you can say ‘I am going to learn the
trade and write like that.’ Tia chose to stay.”
But in Port Dover she can be near family, close to her
roots, and still do almost everything she could have done in
Nashville. The couple already has had interest from
producers who want them to do songs and tracks for movies
and TV series out of their home studio.
The circle that’s been Tia’s life will be rounded on the
Friendship Festival Weekend when she will play in
Wellington Park on the Sunday.
Later that night she will hold a concert to kick off the
release of her new CD, ‘Day In My Shoes’, in the barn on
Keith Quigg’s property near Renton.
It is the perfect spot for the concert, she notes. It’s
halfway between Simcoe and Port Dover, the towns she
essentially grew up in.
“Both places have been really supportive.” Tia says.

“Silver Lake” song inspired by
Port Dover’s picturesque lake
Adapted from an article in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Tia McGraff has released a new CD “Day in my Shoes”.
Tia left on Monday for a three-week singing tour in
England and Wales. She and husband Tommy Parham are
booked to perform in two major folk festivals in Wales. In one
they will be sharing top billing with Steve Earles and with
Joni Mitchell in the other.
While in England they have been booked for several other
engagements. As well, the Port Dover couple will be
interviewed live on BBC radio which blankets the entire
country.
During their overseas trip the couple will be promoting
their CD and single, which will receive England and
European radio exposure. The CD ‘Day In My Shoes’ was
recorded in Kitchener. One of the songs from that album
‘Silver Lake’ is made as a single. It was written in England a
few weeks after Tia’s performance at Port Dover Lions Club’s
July 1st concert at Silver Lake Park. Immediately following
her performance, fireworks filled the sky. She commented
thai being in that lovely park with picturesque Silver Lake
was the inspiration for it. “The song is about missing home
and coming home,” Tia said. The first line in the song is
“First of July and we were celebrating, fireworks lit the
northern sky”. The ‘Day In My Shoes’ CD is available in Port
Dover at The Circle Game on Clinton Street.
Tia and Tommy will be performing in Simcoe during
Friendship Festival on Civic Holiday weekend at two venues
on Sunday, August 5. The evening concert will be the official
Canadian launch of their latest CD. They will be performing
in Yosemite Park in California the last week of August.
Tia grew up in Port Dover, a daughter of John and Linda
Hofgraff (owners of Pine Valley Golf Club). Tia and Tommy
recently purchased a house in Port Dover and moved back
after many years in Nashville, Tennessee. “We just love it
here in Port Dover, it’s my hometown,” Tia told The Maple
Leaf this week, adding “we are here to stay, we are never
leaving.”

Bev Robertson gets a batch of french fries ready to feed the crowds at
Turkey Point’s Summerfest.

Turkey Point event continues
to grow in popularity
Adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

Breakfast was served in the pavilion at Turkey Point to
692 people, a new record and a sign the annual Summerfest
celebrations continue to grow.
For 15 years, residents and cottagers of the lakeside
village have put on a five-day party that includes dinners,
dances, horse rides, beach volleyball, a sand castle contest,
a pet show. a kids’ day, bed races, karaoke, and a car show.
It started off as a fundraiser to pay for upgrades to the
village park, which includes the pavilion and a play park.
Now it has become a regular part of the summer season
here.
It brings the community together and continues to
provide funds, up to $20,000 a year, to help with the park.
Summer resident and event volunteer Larry Gardiner of
Caledon, Ontario said plans call for the pavilion — which
doubles as an outdoor skating rink in the winter — to be
enclosed and a concrete floor added.
“We want to be able to run events in the fall, like a
barbecue,” Gardiner said.
Organizers, he said, would like to add more events on the
weekend and expand the car show, which attracts people
from as far away as Woodstock and Brantford.
Turkey Point itself is “changing rapidly,” he added. “We’re
being discovered now. There’s a major change of people down
here. New people from Toronto and Hamilton are driving
prices (of cottages) up.”
For Wayne and Mandy Mawhiney of Tillsonburg, there is
still no place they’d rather be in the summer.
Wayne, a third generation summer resident, said the

My wife says I have a terrible memory.
Last year, I forgot Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day, our
Anniversary, her birthday, Christmas, and who’s boss!
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Trailer Tripping to the Ex, and Digby O’Dell
community still has the “camaraderie” and the
“community-oriented people” that make it a “fabulous” place
to summer.
“When I was here this morning, I knew everybody here,”
Wayne said. “My mom and dad are in their 80s and walking
with canes and they were here today.”
When his grandfather came to Turkey Point in the 1920s
to duck hunt, the boat channels were all marsh, he said. “It
has changed dramatically,” Wayne said.
Sandy Mulder, a member of the Summerfest board,
attributed the success in part to serving better food. “It
seems to get bigger every year,” she said. “It’s phenomenal
actually.”
Saturday night’s dance attracted between 500 and 600
people, said Gardiner, while about 650 people came to
Friday night’s beef and pork barbecue.
“People around here support events,” said Mandy
Mawhiney.

One year later Rev. Hare organized another trip to the
CNE for Port Dover boys and Charles Booth again generously
provided the transportation. The number of travelers
increased to 65 for the August 30, 1949 trip. For that trip
reserved seats in the grandstand show were made available
through Port Doverite Bert Combe who was on the CNE staff.
It was reported in The Maple Leaf in the edition before the
planned trip that Rev. Hare is insisting that absolutely no
smoking take place either going or coming home in the
truck. Some older boys broke the rule last year and when the
tarpaulins were put up, the cigarette smoke made some of
the younger lads sick. If you must smoke then stay home.
Don “Fly” Macaulay has fond memories of going to the
exhibition in what he called “a stake truck” but agrees he
never would have been there if Rev. Hare had not made it
possible. The fireworks display impressed the youthful Don
Macaulay. He recalls being with Don Misner playing midway
games when Don won a radio.
Rev. Hare’s planned truck trip to the 1950 CNE left Port
Dover one hour earlier than the two previous excursions,
departing the post office at 7:30 a.m. That trip 57 years ago
was made by 77 boys. It is interesting to notice that in The
Maple Leafs news coverage of the annual trips no mention is
made of any chaperones, so presumably Rev. Hare rode in
the cab every year with the driver, who was probably Charles
Booth.
A major change took place for the 1951 traditional trip to
the Canadian National Exhibition on Tuesday, August 28,
1951. Rev. Hare made arrangements through Charles Booth
for a bus to transport the young people to Toronto. The bus
was driven by Mr. Booth. A tag day had been held to raise
funds for the trip’s total expenses of $75. Not enough money
was raised to cover all the cost so financial assistance was
given by Charles Booth, Mrs. Frank Smith, Mrs. Pius Miller,
Mr. and Mrs. John Verhoeven.
Every year this newspaper listed all those who had made
the trip to Toronto. Among the names of the 1951 travellers
were nEverett Lampman and nDoug Gundry.
As it turned out that was the final CNE excursion
organized by Rev. Hare because in the following months the
clergyman resigned from the local congregation and moved
on.
However, in true Port Dover style another citizen accepted
the challenge on behalf of Port Dover’s youth ... Kobi
Kobayashi. The 1952 excursion to the big fair in Toronto
took place on schedule and 38 years later that
community-builder was named Port Dover’s 1990 Citizen of
the Year. Later Port Dover Women’s Institute took over the
annual trip and at some point it ceased.
I know nothing of Rev. Hare’s preaching abilities or his
pastoral work in the congregation, but when he arrived at
the Pearly Gates I believe the Saints in charge that day
would open them wide for him if for other reason than his
compassion and daring to organize a kids’ trip to Toronto’s
CNE in a truck at a time when most would never have had
that experience without him.

Heading to The Ex in the back
of a transport truck
Adapted from an article by Stan Morris in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

The Canadian National Exhibition has always been a
popular end-of-summer destination.
But when I was a kid, long before theme parks and
Disney World became so popular, a trip to the CNE was a
dream come true.
In those early post-war years, a few Port Dover families
would make the trip to Toronto’s big fair. It was a major
outing but it is unlikely any of those visitors will have as
fond memories of the experience as about 100 Port Dover
boys ... they got there in the back of a truck.
It was 1948. Reverend Wesley Hare, who was the minister
of Knox Presbyterian Church at the time, thought the CNE
was a grand exhibition and something young boys should
visit. He knew many local families would not be taking their
children to it, so he decided he would.
Rev. Hare asked Charles Booth, the owner of Booth
Transport, if a truck and driver would be able to take some
boys to the exhibition in Toronto. Mr. Booth, always
community-minded, offered the truck and driver.
I’m sure some parents must have had safety concerns.
But with World War Two just over and the traffic volume and
speeds much lower than they are today, putting the town’s
male youth in the back of a truck for a trip to Toronto didn’t
seem crazy.
Even in those days every school student was given a free
admission pass in June for the CNE.
On Monday morning, August 30, 1948 a Booth company
truck loaded with 52 boys left for Toronto. The truck parked
in the exhibition grounds for the day and the boys were told
it would be leaving for home immediately after the final
curtain of the evening grandstand performance.
Recently, I spoke to several of those who made that trip
and they still have fond memories of that first trip to Toronto
and the Canadian National Exhibition 59 years ago.

Ferris Funeral Home celebrates
70th anniversary
Adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Times-Reformer

At one time, if you wanted to arrange a funeral you went
to the furniture store. But the funeral industry has
undergone big changes.
The two businesses were intertwined, the cabinetmakers
building caskets as well as tables and chairs.
Back then, the deceased were usually laid out in the
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Old Business, and New Businesses
agree to answer the phone.
One thing hasn’t changed, however – the need for funeral
directors to be able to deal effectively with people who are
under stress.
“Marvyn,” said Jean, “was a very dedicated person and
loved what he did. He felt he provided strength for people at
a time when they needed it.”

Council approves
tearoom/bakery in Vittoria
Adapted from an article by Lyn Tremblay in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

A resident of Vittoria has been given the approval by
Norfolk County Council to open a tearoom and bakeshop at
1550 Old Brock Street (Vittoria’s main artery). James
Kudelka applied for an amendment to the former Township
of Delhi zoning by-law to permit an additional use which
would allow the proposed new business.
The 981-square foot building, located one lot east of the
Vittoria Town Hall, is currently a residence.
The county’s Planning Department received five letters of
support for the bakeshop and tearoom. Most residents stated
that they thought the proposed use would enhance the small
village which currently has no retail outlet.
In his letter nDon Fort stated, “this venture would
reintroduce commerce to Old Brock Street and would have
the potential of drawing other businesses to service our
community.”
There were two letters of opposition to the project and the
writers spoke to councillors expressing their concern for the
lack of parking and infringement on their privacy as adjacent
neighbours.

Dave Ferris of Ferris Funeral Home celebrated 70 years of the business at
the same Norfolk Street South location with an open house. Dave
purchased the business in 1984 from Marvyn Veale.

coffin in their own homes, although the furniture stores also
had upstairs rooms that could be used for the occasion.
There used to be one such place at the corner of Norfolk
and Robinson streets, where the C1BC is now, known as W.
W. Walsh & Son, Furniture Dealers and Funeral Directors.
In 1937, they bought a large Victorian home on Norfolk
Street South and turned it into a full-fledged funeral home.
In 1949, it became the Marvyn M. Veale Funeral Home.
nDave Ferris took it over in 1984 and renamed it the Ferris
Funeral Home.
Dave Ferris recently celebrated 70 years of the business
with an open house.
On display was the latest in technology: high definition
flat-screens recently put up in viewing rooms.
The event served as a reminder of how different the
funeral business has become over two generations.
“We’ve had big time changes, particularly in the last five
to 10 years,” said Dave. “There was a time when everybody
got the same thing. We called them cookie cutter funerals.
Today, there’s more personalization, more diversity in
funeral services.”
Pictures of the deceased doing the things they loved
throughout their life are laid out and now can be put on a
DVD and shown continuously, like a slide show, on the full
screens.
Other personal touches have been added. If somebody
loved golf, golf clubs are laid out. One time Dave put a
newspaper box beside a coffin. “The man who died had filled
these for 30 years,” he explained.
Dave has sent people to their final resting places in a
horse-drawn hearse and on the back of a fire truck. He said
he expects funerals to become even more personal and
imaginative in the future as the baby boomers plan their own
services.
Jean Veale, who used to play the organ during services
when her husband owned the funeral home, said Marvyn
was against even using an answering service.
“He was old school,” she said. “He felt the first person
somebody talks to should be someone from the funeral
home.
“It was very stressful. You had to be on call all the time.”
The Veales lived in an apartment above the funeral home
for a while and later rented it out to someone who had to

Brenda Cooper opens
CooperTyme in Port Dover
Adapted from an article by Chris Thomas in the Times-Reformer

After 20 years as a realtor and appraiser, nBrenda
Cooper is taking on the big boys in the highly competitive
local real estate market.
Brenda opened CooperTyme Real Estate Brokerage at 213
Main Street, Port Dover in September.
While real estate companies abound. Brenda relishes the
adventure of striking out on her own.
“A little competition never hurt anybody,” she said. “It all
boils down to competition and service to the client.”
Real estate is a hot commodity, particularly in the Port
Dover area, which has seen burgeoning residential growth in
just the past couple of years.
Although municipal servicing capability is a constraint,
Brenda sees the market remaining stable as the area
continues to be a magnet for retirees and city dwellers. And
there’s room for even a small real estate company, thanks to
the Internet, referrals from big city agents, and even
walk-ins.
Success in real estate is essentially a personal
commitment. “Real estate is not a job, it’s a lifestyle,” she
said.
One of the big advantages of having her own brokerage is
more flexibility, particularly operating her separate appraisal
business, BC Appraisals.
“I flip my hat quite often, but never cross the line,” she
said, citing regulations which prevent appraisers, usually
hired by financial institutions, from discussing sales with
clients.
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New Musician/Artist in Town, and Junior Ranger Camp
Operating her own business, with only three part-time
office help, wasn’t daunting.
“It’s what you make of it,” she said. “Unfortunately, I’m
my own worst enemy.”
Brenda explained that rather than having more personal
time, she’s on CooperTyme.
“I’m in by 6 am and lately have been working to 9 or 9:30
pm, seven days a week,” she said.
Brenda Cooper has established roots in the area and
borrowed part of her company name from her father and
brother who operate Strawberry Tyme Farms near Vittoria.
Her mother’s uncle was also in local real estate several years
ago.
After obtaining a marketing diploma, she worked briefly
for her father, Gary, before obtaining her real estate licence
in 1987. “I’ve never looked back.” she said.
Growing up in the area and with her familiar name and
its good reputation, Brenda’s drive soon translated into
successful career. “You’ve got to be a people person,” she
added. “That’s a real help.”
She quickly gained experience in all types of real estate,
thanks to “a lot of good teachers along the way.”
Today, Brenda has a broad knowledge of the market at
large and belongs to five real estate boards from Aylmer to
Lowbanks.
“I’ve met so many people from different backgrounds,”
she said. “That in itself is exciting.”

New life for former Junior
Rangers camp
Adapted from an article by Jeff Helsdon in Sun Media

A former government facility is providing a unique
opportunity for a local research group.
Long Point Waterfowl and Wetlands Research Fund has
signed a 10-year lease for the former Potter’s Creek Junior
Ranger Camp. The facility has been renamed LPWWRF
Research and Education Centre.
The property includes 40 acres of land, a conference
room, office space. a kitchen and accommodation for 50
people. There are a total of 10 buildings and also sport fields.
Potter’s Creek Junior Ranger Camp was built near Turkey
Point in the mid-1970s for the junior ranger program. It
operated until 1996 when the program was downsized.
Youth for Christ then leased the facility for 10 years.
Dr. Scott Petrie, the fund’s research director, became
aware the lease was up on the facility. He showed it to Bill
Turnbull, one of the fund’s benefactors and board members,
and explained its potential.
One of Scott’s challenges has been finding
accommodation for his graduate students and fund workers.
Expensive accommodation in the Long Point area during
the summer was one challenge. Scott believes having the
students spread out across the community was another
challenge, as they couldn’t discuss their research and
network after work.
Bill Turnbull. a former president of Ducks Unlimited
Canada and a member of a Long Point duck hunting club,
found $60,000 for renovations to the facility and to cover
expenses. Former Tillsonburg-area resident Harley
Hotchkiss. owner of the Calgary Flames, provided the bulk of
the money. Bill Turnbull and Bill Mannix, who also owns a
Long Point hunt club, provided the remainder.
Scott also wants to see the facility used for the fund’s
youth program and field university courses. “Outside that,
we want to make it available to conservation groups for
research or education,” he said. “It will be unique in it will be
the only facility in the Long Point area to meet and have
meals.”
He is hoping scouting groups, Ducks Unlimited
Greenwing programs and other youth programs will take
advantage of the facility. He already has bookings for the
next year.
Two of Scott’s full-time staff will live at the camp
year-round and manage it. Long Point Waterfowl and
Wetlands Research Fund will still have its main base at Bird
Studies Canada in Port Rowan.

Artist Fred Eaglesmith’s work
eliminates the yawn factor
Adapted from an article by Lyn Tremblay in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Paintings in the latest exhibition at the Lighthouse
Festival Theatre Gallery create a palpable energy that wakes
viewers up the moment they walk through the door. It’s the
effect Fred Eaglesmith strives for in his works. “That’s all I
care about,” laughs the artist. “I like to eliminate the yawn
factor!”
The use of brilliant oil colours, bold strokes and paint
applied sometimes squeezed directly from the paint tube to
the canvas, have become hallmarks of the artist’s painting
style. “It’s about being more brave than anything,” explains
Fred.
The artist who is more well-known for his song-writing
talents, and international stage performances has only been
painting for five years. He admits he is amazed that people
want to purchase his works.
“I’m only painting to paint, I love to shock myself as to
what they become.”
Viewers will notice a common theme in the 23 paintings
in this latest exhibition. There is an old red truck almost
hidden by tall grass in a field, an abandoned tractor
surrounded by weeds, and an old diesel train car rusting
away in the woods. “It’s a Zen thing,” explains the artist.
“Without the useless there would be nothing useful. I find
value in what people don’t value. That’s what I love to do. I’m
very passionate about that. Part of it is that these things are
so unnoticed. People might drive by them in a field and not
even see them, but they can’t miss it in my paintings. They
have to look.”
His painting subjects are also inspired by the familiar
surroundings of his home in Norfolk County ... boats on the
water or moored in a harbour or farm scenes, and sometimes landscapes with hints of something hidden behind
layers of paint.
“Sometimes I’m treated with disdain by other artists who
are more craft artists. To me the shock factor is more fun.”

Long Point Waterfowl and Wetlands Research Fund has signed a 10-year
lease for use of the former Potter’s Creek Junior Ranger station. Fund
Director Scott Petrie stands among some of the common buildings at the
site.
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An Old Fair Celebrates, and Dowsing for Bones
successful in a derby, driver Jim Holmes of St. Williams said,
“I have no idea. I haven’t done so well yet,” before driving off.
The crowd was egged on by announcer Mark Lukach, who
has been doing the derby here for more than 15 years.
Why is the event so popular?
“Audiences,” Mark replied, “want to see something get
destroyed.”

Happy 150th, Donnybrook
Adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

The parade was small but colourful, and a perfect way to
mark the 150th time the community here has held a fall fair.
With the exception of the fire trucks at the start, it was
about the kids. They came in costume and brought dogs
dressed as beach bums, devils, and witches or decorated
their dirt bikes and rode them. They drove tractors, dune
buggies, or sat on a float of cornstalks dressed as farmers.
Walsh resident Frank MacMaster, 12, came as a
farmer-clown riding an inflatable ostrich while his friend
Garrett Buis of Port Dover came as a king.
“It’s really cool,” said Garrett. “You can bring anything
in.”
The parade moved the short distance from the public
school to the fairgrounds where a weekend of activities — a
midway, arts and crafts contests, vegetable displays, and two
days of demolition derbies — were held.
The Donnybrook Fair is a standard agricultural fair, put
on by the people in the hamlet and surrounding area for
area residents.
But organizers say they want to bring in more people and
expanded the beer tent and added well-known bands, the
Shoeshine Boys and Dry County.
“If you talk to people and say we’re having a fair in Walsh,
they say ‘where’s Walsh?’” said Donnybrook Fair board
member Becky Ewing.
Dry County has a big following in Brantford, Ewing said,
and 57 people, many of them from out of town, confirmed
over the Internet that they’d be coming to see them.
On Saturday morning, kids and tradition were the centre
of attention.
Frank MacMaster, the farmer-clown, worked on his outfit
every night for a week. He was in the parade for the eighth
time.
Many of the kids were second and third generation
parade participants,
Carrie Martin, 42, walked along the parade route and
threw candy to spectators. “I don’t ever remember there not
being a fair and I don’t want my kids to say one day,
‘Remember when there used to be a Donnybrook fair”, said
Martin, a third generation participant.
“It’s part of our culture.
It’s part of our history. We
were here before Canada.”
After the parade, Norfolk
Mayor nDennis Travale and
Councillor for the area, Jim
Oliver, helped unveil a
plaque from the Ontario
government celebrating the
fair’s 150th birthday.
The big draw on the
weekend continues to be the
demolition derbies held on
both afternoons.
There were 600-plus
people packing the stands
surrounding the dirt pit for
the finals. Crews at the side
frantically tried to patch
bashed-up vehicles for one
more heat, putting on new
tires or welding a bent piece
Frank MacMaster, 12, of Walsh
of car body while drivers
dressed as a farmer-clown for the
annual Donnybrook Fair parade in
donned helmets and climbed
September. The parade was filled
in.
with kids on bikes and in costumes.
Asked what it takes to be

Dowser pinpoints native grave
in Port Ryerse
Adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe Reformer

Bob Easton thought he would put a Kitchener dowser to
the test this week when he asked him to scout around a
particular section of the cemetery behind the old Anglican
church in Port Ryerse.
Ross Cole was at Memorial Church looking for the lost
grave of a relative who died in the 19th century. Cole is a
dowser who claims he can locate unmarked burial sites.
Ross was drawn to an area under a tree. To Bob’s
amazement, Ross’s rods crossed in the precise location of a
skeleton that was reburied in an unmarked grave about 10
years ago.
“He identified almost exactly where she was buried,” Bob,
a resident of Port Ryerse, said. “And I gave him a fairly broad
area to search.”
A Port Ryerse resident dug up the skeleton in the 1990s
while planting shrubs. Forensic tests determined it belonged
to an aboriginal woman who died between 200 and 400
years ago. She had been buried in a seated position.
When consulted, elders from Six Nations suggested the
skeleton be reburied in an unmarked grave at Memorial
Church. Bob knew where the grave was but has kept the
information to himself.
Ross Cole was busy in the local area Tuesday. Not only
did he dowse for unmarked graves in Port Ryerse, he also
roughed out the alleged location of the lost County Poor
House cemetery on the Queensway West in Simcoe.
Ross and his helpers flagged nearly 20 sites in Port
Ryerse and 50 sites in Simcoe. The search in Simcoe was
called off when the participants ran out of markers and
daylight. He is willing to finish the job at a later date.
It could be a lot of work. Records indicate that as many
as 200 graves in the area of the former Norview Lodge are
unaccounted for. But that assumes records from the late
19th century and early 20th century are accurate. The total
could be much higher.
It so happens that Bob Easton lived for a time on the
Queensway West across from the former Norview Lodge in
the 1950s. He remembers the location of the poor house
cemetery in relation to a pond where children used to skate
in winter.
Bob checked out the area Ross Cole had flagged the night
before and then reacquainted himself with the location of the
pond. He says Ross is setting down markers in the right
area.
“They’re pretty close,” he said. “Some of the pine trees
here are the same ones I remember.”
The Norfolk chapter of the Ontario Genealogical Society
invited Ross to Simcoe to dowse for the lost cemetery. Now
that they have a suspect area, the next step is to consult
with the Norfolk Heritage Committee, the county cemeteries
division and Norfolk council to determine what next.
Tuesday night, Steve Scheers, Norfolk’s superintendent of
forests and cemeteries, said he will not support any
approach that might disturb graves. He suggested the
county may test Ross Cole’s findings with radar imaging at
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Memories of Normandale
some point in the future.
Nothing immediate will happen in Port Ryerse either. Rev.
Tony Bouwmeester said yesterday that there is nothing
unusual about unmarked graves on sacred soil. So long as
the ground remains sacred and free of disturbances, Rev.
Bouwmeester says there is no need for anyone to do
anything.
He acknowledged that dowsing and other forms of
divination are still controversial in some Christian circles.

Carlos Ventin likes feeling of
being ‘nowhere’ in Normandale
church
Adapted from an article by Lyn Tremblay in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

In 1972 Carlos Ventin convinced the leaders of the day to
convert an aging courthouse and jail in the middle of the
Town of Simcoe into their municipal offices and a modern
library (still used as such for Norfolk County), The project
would set a career path for the young architect, whose love
and talent for preserving history has landed him projects all
over the world, including the ongoing restoration of the city
of Toronto’s Old Town Hall.
Over 35 years The Ventin Group has also accumulated a
list of industry awards for their work in educational,
recreational, residential and cultural projects. But while
these projects have been prestigious and world class, a tiny
building tucked away on a hillside in the small hamlet of
Normandale on the shore of Lake Erie is closer to the heart
of Carlos Ventin than many of the others.
The former Methodist Church was originally built in
1870. By the time Carlos bought it, it was crumbling and
half hidden by overgrown brush tangled in old bedsprings.
His first task was to have the building historically designated
by the former Township of Delhi.
He then began the task of renovating the 1,500 square
foot building and turning it into a private retreat for his
family. Of course with his keen sensibility for preserving the
past, the renovation involved restoring as much of the old
brick building as possible. Today, a small peaked entry
vestibule bears the plaque of the historical designation.
Ivy-covered exterior walls and the original four-over-four
windows give the old church a quaint ‘cottage’ look.
Inside, visitors will find that the architect has achieved
his goal of retaining the sense of openness found in a
church. The interior partitions basically form a square in the
middle of the space. The lower walls rise to become half walls
supporting an upstairs loft area, accessed by a set of
ladder-steps. The dining room/living room on one side and
casual sitting space on the other can be viewed from the
bedroom above.
The original wide plank pine floor-boards have been
refurbished and their darkhoney colour adds warmth to the
rooms on the main level. Soft putty-coloured walls are a
backdrop for an eclectic mix of simple furnishings that
include appropriately, a church pew, as well as an antique
desk from a Guelph post office, and a few items brought
back from world travels.
Artwork on the walls includes pieces created by Port
Dover artist Vicki McClung.
A cherished item is a small saucer bearing the inscription
‘The Methodist Church of Canada’.
A lady knocked on the door one day, recalls Carlos. “She
handed me this and told me she had taken it from the
church on the last day before it was closed. She said it
should be returned.” Its authenticity was assured when,

during construction, another broken piece of china was
uncovered.
Additional bedrooms have been added in the basement
where the former Sunday School used to be held.
A large deck can be accessed through sliding glass doors
off of the living room area at the back of the building. Here
huge branches of trees rooted to the hillside below frame a
view of the sparkling blue waters of Lake Erie.
The only noise is the breeze swishing through the leaves,
and birdsongs.
“When you are here you have the feeling of being
nowhere,” says Carlos.

Memories of Normandale
Adapted from an article by Kate Schwass in the Simcoe Reformer

Margaret McVittie has been coming to Normandale every
summer for at least 85 years. The 94-year-old is a wealth of
knowledge when it comes to the old town and she and her
sister Mary Mitchell, 89, have lots of stories to tell about the
town and their fellow cottagers.
Old black and white photos show the two sisters and
friends as they gathered on the beach. In one, some of the
boys are forming a pyramid with one boy standing on the
shoulders of two others. In another photo, the girls and boys
huddle together for a group photo.
“"We used to spend a lot of time at the beach and in the
water. You could walk to Turkey Point, you could walk to
Fisher’s Glen. It was a big beach,” Margaret recalled.
When they weren’t at the beach, some of the local teens
would head to the dance hall. Dances were held Wednesday
and Saturday nights with a live band performing for the
crowd.
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Birds of Prey at Work and Play
“The Fisher’s Glen boys used to come down on a
Saturday night,” Margaret says.
“We went every time there was one,” her sister Mary
added.
They’d pay a dime or a quarter to get in and the younger
children who weren’t allowed inside would watch them
through the windows.
Bob Lindabury, who also still vacations in Normandale
each summer, remembers being one of those kids.
“It was quite an attraction,” he said, adding the dance
hall was across from the store. “We were just kids, so we
couldn’t go in. We’d all line up outside and look in through
the window.”
Mary said she and her sister both enjoyed dancing and
chatting with the boys, but Margaret was quick to point out,
they had to behave themselves.
In the 1920s, Normandale was a retreat for many
ministers. The Ryerson Beach Camp was just down the road.
Ministers of all denominations worked there, and they also
had cottages in Normandale. Mary and Margaret’s
grandfather was a minister and their family knew a few of
them in town.
In fact, they stayed at the cottage of a minister during
their first summer visit. They rented the Bradshaw cottage,
which was right on the beach. After three or four years of
renting the Bradshaw cottage, the family bought the cottage
they now have which is up on a hill and overlooks the lake.
Where children now need video games and television,
Margaret said in their younger years, they enjoyed running
around outside and playing with friends. Each summer their
father would organize a sports day and everyone was invited.
“We knew everybody,” Margaret said, adding sometimes
her father would send her out to round up children and
adults for the games. “I used to know every name of every
person in every cottage.”
The day’s events would include races both in and out of
the water, a soda biscuit eating race, the ladies rolling pin
throwing event and a ladies elegant walking contest. At night
they would build a huge bonfire and they would sing and
talk around the fire for hours.
Margaret (who resides in Hamilton) and Mary (who
recently moved to Port Elgin) both have numerous stories to
tell about Normandale. Margaret’s daughter Peggy Knill
started a journal to chronicle the olden days.
“I’ve been trying to write stuff down,” she said. “One day,
a name will come out of her mouth that I’ve never heard
before and so I have to ask her about it and write it out.”
Each summer, Margaret and Mary take turns at the
family cottage. This year, Margaret had it for July and Mary
was there for August.
Although her birthday is in December, Margaret’s close
friends in Normandale threw her a birthday party just before
the end of her stay.
“She said, I’d like to come here for my birthday so I can
celebrate by looking over the lake,” neighbour Andrea Erauw
said. Andrea hosted the party, which also included
Normandale’s youngest resident, three-month-old Jayden
Ponting, daughter of Carrie and Kevin Ponting.
Margaret is considered Normandale’s oldest summer
resident. She said she plans to keep that title going, already
planning a trip back to the cottage next August.
“It’s nice to get away from the city and see your friends
here,” she said,adding with a smile, “This is home.”

Canadian Raptor Conservancy
Birds of Prey know how to put
on a show
Adapted from an article by Donna McMillan in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Some have acted in movies with Sharon Stone, Dennis
Quaid, Ashton Kutcher, Harrison Ford, Farrah Fawcett and
Liam Neeson.
Ten have starred in the children’s educational television
series Zoobamafoo.
Two co-starred with James Cromwell and Graham Greene
in ‘The Education of Little Tree.’
Others have played in Burger King, Ford Motor Company
and Canadian Geographic television commercials.
Whether it be ‘My Boss’s Daughter’, ‘Cold Creek Manor’ or
‘K19 The Widow Maker’, Birds of Prey from Canadian Raptor
Conservancy, located west of Port Ryerse, have traveled the
continent to perform in movies, participate in
entertainment/educational demonstrations and scare
unwanted birds away as part of an environmentally friendly
bird control service.
James Cowan began training birds when he was in high
school. Sixteen years ago, he and wife Shauna started their
business in the Delhi area. Eight years ago, they bought
their 25 acre Front Road properly in the Port Ryerse/Vittoria
area (formerly known as the Annie Winter farm) where they
care for over 200 captive-bred birds at their facility. “We have
30 different species here”, Shauna said. They include: Snowy
Owl. Great Horned Owl, Red-Tailed Hawk, Merlin, Kestrel,
Bald Eagle and Falcon.
Canadian Raptor Conservancy “is one of the largest
captive breeding projects in the world,” James said. Their
“primary focus is to educate the general public about Birds
of Prey and their continuing important role in the natural
world.”
James and Shauna take their Birds of Prey to shows
across the country to entertain and educate. From Science
North to the CNE to Vancouver to Quebec, they have teams
traveling to share the history of the birds, their roles in
nature, their behaviours and their free-flight
demonstrations. “We bring nature up close and personal”,
Shauna said. “People can’t get close to Birds of Prey in the
wild”, James added. “Bird-watching is one of the biggest
hobbies. People see these birds flying overhead. You don’t
know how to protect what you don’t know about”.
All birds used in the educational/entertainment shows
are bred in captivity in Norfolk County. They have also
provided birds for zoos and some of their young have been
released to Ottawa to repopulate the species in the wild. The
birds mate in the spring and incubate for 34 days. “It’s
amazing to see an eagle egg turn into a full grown eagle 3 to
4 months later”, Shauna said.
Captive birds start their training program when they are
fully grown. It only takes a few days on a creance (training
line) before the birds are taking a flight, Shauna and James
explained.
The birds learn to maneuver in the wind, put on the
brakes and return to Shauna and James. They put
transmitters on some of the birds. For show demonstrations,
a fake rabbit racing on the ground quickly becomes the prey.
The trained birds will swoop down to catch it. At their
conservancy, these meat-eating birds are fed chicken, quail
and mice. Babies are fed four times a day, while adults dine
once a day. They don’t get any wild meat, James added, for
fear of parasites.
James and Shauna also run a rehabilitation facility at

Why pay a psychiatrist to tell you what's wrong
with your personality when your friends will
gladly do it for free?
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Four Brave Girls
“There is a real interest in this as a tourist attraction in
the area.”
In the meantime, one of their red-tailed hawks can be
seen in the soon to be released movie ‘Closing the Ring’ with
Mischa Barton, Christopher Plummer and Shirley MacLaine.
Toba, the nine-year-old Great Homed Owl, can be seen in
‘Little Beaver’ and a cast of Birds of Prey will be
demonstrating their talents at educational shows this
summer across the country. For more information, visit
www.canadianraptorconservancy.com.

Lost on the lake without a
paddle, four girls prayed, sang
and bailed
Adapted from an article by Stan Morris in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Saturday, July 20, 1907 was a sunny day so four teenage
girls went outside to enjoy the great summer weather. From
nearby homes they walked to the Lake Erie shore near Port
Ryerse, probably laughing and giggling at nothing and
everything, just enjoying the day during the school holiday.
At about three o’clock they were happily playing in an old
boat on the beach near Port Ryerse. It was a punt – the type
used by hunters as well as by farmers to get cattle away
from the water when they were rounding them up. In the
punt that particular day 100 years ago was a paddle and a
punting pole.
The four teenagers were playing just a little way out from
shore.
The boat drifted away pushed by a fresh breeze. Suddenly
it turned into a strong wind of the kind that can whip up
quickly on Lake Erie. Almost instantly the four teenage girls
were at the mercy of the treacherous water. The paddle was
lost overboard. The punting pole was useless. They
continued to drift helplessly in their shallow wooden craft
further from shore. A painting by Edgar Cantelon done later
shows a white apron attached to a raised punting pole. The
punt took in water as waves swelled all around it. The girls
bailed it out using their aprons as best they could.
They were helpless to control the boat so understandably
they would be frightened.
The wind and waves drove their frail craft ashore at Bluff
Point on Long Point.
Due to the darkness and rough sea on that night one
hundred years ago, it was impossible to launch a search for
the missing boat and its occupants until dawn. The following
day searchers located the four teenage girls and they were
taken to Port Dover on the tug ‘Angler’ much to the relief of
worried parents, family and friends – who had all but given
them up for lost.
“We were playing in the boat near the shore and it got
into deeper water before we noticed it, and we tried to turn
back, but the wind seemed to get stronger and we drifted
faster and faster,” the girls related in an interview following
their rescue.
They commented, “the waves got rougher and we were
seasick but we knew we must keep up and work if we were
to be saved and we felt that we must be saved. We prayed,
sang and bailed out the water with our aprons while one
steered. It seemed a hopeless task, and the crests of the
waves kept continually breaking into the boat, but still we
kept on fighting.”
The interview continued, “During the night the wind
changed and we were driven ashore on Long Point about
midnight. When our boat hit a sandbar we all got out and

Jody Allair (left), Recruitment and Outreach Coordinator with Bird Studies
Canada, practices with James Cowan of Canadian Raptor Conservancy and
Stephanie, the bald eagle, on placement of a satellite transmitter.

their location for sick and injured Birds of Prey found in the
wild. They work closely with veterinarians to assess injuries
and try, if at all possible, to return the birds back to the
wild. Generally, they take in over 50 birds each year into
their rehab program.
As an example. Shauna told the story of an owl that was
eating a rabbit in a residential backyard in Simcoe. The
homeowners’ dog scared the owl, which got caught in a fence
and became injured. The Cowans are working with the
injured owl on its recovery. When better, it will be released
back in the same area, she said.
Another aspect of the Canadian Raptor Conservancy
business is Bird Control. They use trained Birds of Prey to
scare and remove such unwanted bird species as Canada
geese and swallows from various businesses, James said.
This role is accomplished by relying on the natural
predator-prey relationship that exists between raptors and
other bird species. “This natural bird control method is
environmentally friendly in that it does not rely upon killing
the pest species; instead it relies on scare tactics, which is
more effective as the pest species learns to avoid the given
area”, James said. They have been used at landfill sites,
airports, and food industry sites.
Some clients include: Sunoco, Imperial Oil. Air Canada.
John Deere, Can-Amera Foods and the Canadian
Government.
Long range plans, Shauna said, include opening their
facility to the public for on-site demonstrations and a tea
room.
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Four Brave Girls
towed it to dry land, where we laid down to sleep, only to be
soon aroused by a little dog whimpering and trying to make
friends with us,” one of the girls was quoted as saying.
Then she added, “we followed the dog to a house, which
we found to be that of Mr. Secord who took us in and we
were well cared for by him and his wife.”
Meanwhile, all the time the four teens were struggling to
keep afloat against the wind and waves, parents were
searching for their daughters. They learned of the missing
punt. Later in the evening the parents found the girls’ shoes
and stockings on the beach where the missing boat would
have been. They must have been frantic believing the young
girls were on the lake that stormy night.
The parents hastened to Port Dover to ask tug owners to
search for their daughters – but were told it would be useless
to attempt any search until daybreak.
At dawn the Port Dover tug ‘Jim and Tom’ was the first to
leave, followed by ‘Angler’ and ‘Two Friends’. The captains
had worked out a plan to cover the area with Mr. Stickney
assigned to walk the beach from the bar to the East End
lighthouse.
The tugs arrived at Long Point confronted with miles of
beach and open water.
As the ‘Angler’ approached Bluff Polnt (where Mr.
Secord’s house was located) they prepared to let Mr.
Stickney embark ... but waited a few minutes as a rowboat
was coming toward them. Bob Peach was the man at the
oars and he brought the good news ... and minutes later the
four girls were aboard the ‘Angler’ and headed for Port Dover.
The booming whistles of the three tugs as they
approached Port Dover harbour brought out hundreds of
residents.
“There was a hearty cheer as the tugs entered the
harbour and many a moist eye was seen,” a newspaper
reported. Upon landing, the youngsters were driven to Port
Ryerse as speedily as possible.
Tributes to the girls’ heroism poured in. They were
photographed sitting in a boat on the River Lynn near
Simcoe High School, wearing the same clothes as on that
unforgettable July 20 day one hundred years ago. Norfolk
County’s famed painter W. Edgar Cantelon painted a scene
depicting the girls in the boat surrounded by raging waves.
He created four similar paintings and presented one to each
of them. The heroines were given a seven mile sightseeing
car ride around Simcoe by Col. T. R. Atkinson (it was
reported he had the only car in Norfolk County at that time).

They were given gifts by J. G. Spain of Port Dover and other
area merchants.
The four teenaged girls were Luella Winter, 14; Louisa
Howick, 15 and her sister Stella, 13; and Ena Stickney. 15.
In the years that followed, they married and were known as
Mrs. Tom Dickinson of Simcoe; Mrs. Harry Ferris of Vittoria;
Mrs. Ena Charlton of Florida; Mrs. Arthur Miethke of Long
Island, New York.
Last week it was my pleasure to have a visit with two
descendants of heroine Louisa Howick (later Mrs. Harry
Ferris of Vittoria). Her son is nBill Ferris of Port Dover. He
showed me newspaper clippings of the event, Louisa is the
grandmother of Vern Ferris of Port Dover and she gave him
the original Cantelon painting which had been presented to
her shortly after the ordeal on the lake. I had the pleasure of
seeing it in Vern’s Port Dover home and taking a picture of
Bill and Vern beside it. Bill told me that his mother
frequently spoke about that stormy night in 1907, usually on
the anniversary date. Most of the information in this column
came from Bill Ferris.

“Four Brave Girls”
Adapted from an article by Ian Bell, Curator, Port Dover Harbour Museum

I first met the “Four Brave Girls” about fifteen years ago. I
was working at the community museum in Norwich Ontario.
The museum’s holdings included a great collection of
turn-of-the-century postcards.
One day in the course of preparing an exhibit, I found
myself flipping through a box of them. Most were scenes of
natural splendours, Ontario streetscapes or goofy gag
photos, but then I came upon one featuring four young
women in a rowboat. It was titled “Four Brave Girls of Port
Ryerse”. It wasn’t particularly scenic, and if there was a gag
– I didn’t get it. There wasn’t any more information on the
card. It was as if I was supposed to have already known who
they were. I decided that maybe if I’d lived in Port Ryerse – or
in 1907 – I would probably have understood what this was
all about. As it was, I didn’t, so I soon forgot about it.
A few years later when I came to work at the Harbour
Museum it was hard not to notice a large painting on the
wall that seemed vaguely familiar – the Four Brave Girls of
Port Ryerse. It turned out to have been painted by one of
Norfolk County’s best-known artists, W.E. Cantelon, and this
time around I was able to find out the story behind it.
The tale concerned four girls who, while playing in a
hunter’s punt near Port Ryerse had been blown out into the
bay in a gale, given up for dead, and then miraculously
recovered from the tip of Long Point to the great joy and relief
of their families and the community at large.
The girls’ survival had been largely due to the calm
leadership of Ena Stickney, who had taken charge of the
situation and kept the boat’s nose into the wind while the
others bailed out the water in the folds of their skirts. Ena
and the others – Luella Winter, and Louise and Stella Howick
– were subsequently written up in all the local papers, but it
was the artist Cantelon who assured them of their lasting
fame.
Cantelon took the girls to Simcoe, posed them in a
rowboat on the Lynn River near the High School, and
snapped some photographs to use as reference for a series of
paintings. In the tradition of other painters of historic events
he painted four copies of the same image, one of which he
presented to each girl.
At the same time a number of different postcards were
produced, both from the paintings and from the reference
photos.
In the early 19th century, penny postcards were used for

Photo shows two descendants of heroine Louisa Howick, her son Bill and
his son Vem. They are seen with the original painting by W. Edgar Cantelon
which the artist presented to teenage Louisa 100 years ago.
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Remembering a Casualty of World War II
join the Navy ... you can’t swim!’ ... so he joined the Air Force
... but he drowned anyway.”
Herb had several postings, and was finally posted as an
RCAF Observer to the RCAF Station at Prince Rupert BC. On
March 23, 1945 he was reportedly drowned off the British
Columbia coast when the dinghy he was travelling in with
four other airmen capsized.
A small lake in Kettle Lake Provincial Park in Northern
Ontario was renamed Leece Lake, in honour of Pilot Officer
Herbert Leece. In making the announcement the Canadian
Board on geographic names did not specify for what
particular war-time contribution the airman was being
honoured; it just said that the lake was being named in
recognition of his service to Canada.
Kettle Lake Park is in the Cochrane area (near Timmins)
and is dotted with 22 deep, spring-fed kettle lakes
As a young man before the war, Herb was the leader of a
local old-time music band called the Canadian Rangers. He
played the mouth organ and guitar. Other band members
included Pauline (Smith) Saracuse on the guitar, Leila
(Smith) Cherwaty at the piano, Jack Winter on the guitar
and Bethel Johnson on the fiddle. As well as being a popular
fixture at local dances and concerts, they played several
times on CKPC, the Brantford radio station. Herb also
appeared a couple of times with Don Messer and the
Islanders.
While the Simcoe Reformer reported Herb Leece’s

Postcards such as this proliferated in the years following the four girls’
adventure, ensuring their fame for years to come.

the same kind of quick and inexpensive communications
that e-mails take care of today. There was a huge demand for
them and they were produced by the millions. Every town
village and hamlet had its own postcards. There were scores
of locally-produced postcards from this area including at
least four different ones commemorating the youngsters who
had by then become known as the “Four Brave Girls”. It was
these postcards that really ensured their ongoing fame.
The girls were still remembered fifty years later in an
article in the Simcoe Reformer (July 19, 1957). A photograph
shows two of the heroines as older women, posing with one
of the paintings.
Half a century after that the girls themselves are all gone,
but three of Cantelon’s four paintings have still survived in
the area.

Herb Leece remembered

In 2007, Bill Verheyen was doing some repairs under his
house on Maple Street, Simcoe. When he came out, he
looked like he had seen a ghost. Instead, he had found a
treasure – a piece of a Simcoe Reformer newspaper 62 years
old, containing an incredible piece of family history. His wife
looked at the paper and said, “I’ve seen that picture before!”
“Yes, it’s my grandfather,” Bill replied. “That’s the same
picture my mom has on her sideboard!”
It turned out that the picture and the accompanying
article indicated that Pilot Officer Herb Leece was missing in
action and presumed dead. Was Bill’s discovery merely a
strange coincidence, or was it destiny? None of the Leece
family, or their relatives, or anyone they knew had previously
lived in that house.
The preceding anecdote was related to us by four ladies
who came to visit last October. The four were two of Herb
Leece’s sisters (nNorah Moore and Gladys Howe) and his two
surviving daughters (Gwen Geddes and Barbara Dougherty)
[Herb’s oldest daughter, Brenda Rabbitts, is deceased]. The
four visitors brought some pieces of memorabilia, and we
had a very interesting and informative conversation.
The Leece family came from England in 1929 and settled
on the Jemmett farm on the corner of the 5th concession
and the Charlotteville East Quarter Line. Herb and his wife
Margaret (Peggy) had 3 small daughters when he enlisted.
Norah said, “Herb was married, and working for Colonel
Pigeon when he decided he should join the Canadian Armed
forces. His first choice was the Navy. But my Dad said, ‘Don’t
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A Bit of a Mystery, and VDCC ‘Refresher” Package a Go
drowning in their March 26, 1945 issue, six months later,
the Hamilton Spectator reported on October 4, 1945 that he
was now “Presumed Dead”.

Vittoria community raises 50%
of upgrades to VDCC for 20th
anniversary celebration
from an article by Lyn Tremblay in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Among the medals awarded to Pilot Officer Herb Leece
were the Pacific Star shown below, on the left, and The War
Medal 1939-1945 shown on the right.

Show me the man who understands women,
and I’ll show you a man who’s in for a big surprise

nBill Price was more than a little upset when nLarry Assel
came to ask for nBrenda’s hand in marriage.
“Look,” Larry said, “I know that she doesn’t cook or clean.
I know she’s impossible about spending money.
I know that she has a tendency to talk too much.
Still, despite all this, I love her.
I want to marry her in spite of all her faults.”

The community of Vittoria is gearing up to celebrate the
20th anniversary of the Vittoria & District Community
Centre (VDCC) in 2008.
In what organizers are calling a ‘Refresher Package’ of
upgrades, $125,000 will be spent on a list of six different
projects hoped to be finished in time for official anniversary
events beginning next spring.
In a letter to Community Services General Manager Bill
Hett, nRoger Cruickshank, who wears three hats as the
project liaison officer for the VDCC Committee, treasurer for
the Thompson Memorial Park Committee and secretary for
The Vittoria & District Foundation, listed the following
upgrades: painting of the interior and exterior, replacement
of floor tiles in the main hall and foyer, replacement of the
kitchen range, upgrading of the sound system, an addition to
the south side of the building, and a walk-in cooler.
Mr. Cruickshank also stated that a number of community
partners including the above mentioned local organizations,
the Vittoria Women’s Institute, Vittoria Lions Club, Vittoria
Lioness Club, Vittoria Lamport Club, Vittoria Firefighters
Association and the community-at-large have committed to
paying 50% of the total project costs.
At a recent Norfolk County Council meeting, councillors
voted to pay the other half of the projected expenses.
Councillor John Wells commented, “Isn’t this a wonderful
win-win, situation. Here they are giving us 50% to upgrade
our building. What wonderful community groups we have.”
Councillor Mike Columbus also had praise for the
Vittoria-based community volunteer groups. “They are all
very dedicated and they sure know how to raise money. They
are a model for others.”

Items in this newsletter are often excerpted or adapted from
the local newspapers (Simcoe Reformer, Port Dover Maple
Leaf, Brantford Expositor) and other publications, and we
thank them and their writers.
We have been known to occasionally make mistakes. As
time goes by, we seem to do that more and more often. We
apologize for all errors.
Thank you to all contributors of photos and articles – nOni
Maclachlan and nDiane Smith of the Vittoria Women’s
Institute for the loan of their scrapbooks; to nJune Miller for
the loan of her “Thinking of You” records; nJohn Donaldson,
nMarg Werden, nJim Wies, nDoug Cruickshank, nJim and
nBarb Melville, nRandy Halmo, Lyn Tremblay, Stan Morris,
Joan Doyle, Janet Hepburn, Ian Bell, Kate Schwass, Daniel
Pearce, Chris Thomas, Jeff Helsdon, Monte Sonnenberg,
Donna McMillan, The Port Dover Maple Leaf, The Norfolk Hub,
and The Simcoe Reformer, for photographs and/or articles.
Thank you to nLarry Cable and his amazing crew of
volunteers for stuffing and labelling the envelopes containing
the newsletters, and for distributing some of them. Thanks to
Sheelagh McFarlane for stamping and mailing the envelopes.
Anyone who wishes to contribute an article for the next
Vittoria Booster, please contact Roger. All contributed items
welcome, even Letters to the Editor!
The Vittoria & District Foundation
P.O. Box 45 Vittoria, Ontario N0E 1W0
519-426-0234
godfather@kwic.com or twilac@kwic.com

Bill arched his brows and asked, “What faults?”
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The Last Word
There are two extra sheets enclosed with this newsletter.
One is PINK and one is CANARY YELLOW.
TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2008,
OR JOIN OUR FOUNDATION FOR THE FIRST
TIME, PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THE
TOP PORTION OF THE PINK SHEET.

TO LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE DONATING
SOME ITEM(S) TO OUR ANNUAL AUCTION,
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THE
BOTTOM PORTION OF THE PINK SHEET.

Our Treasurer is an unpaid volunteer who spends hundreds of
hours on our behalf. She needs a Membership Application
form filled out for every member, so she can keep them on file
for the Auditor. She only asks that you complete your own. If
you don’t, then she has to do it for you (and possibly hundreds
like you). We respectfully request your co-operation.

Please be sure to indicate whether you want a receipt for
income tax purposes for your donation to the Auction. If you
need one, we will be glad to issue it, but if you don’t plan to
use it for tax purposes, it is a waste of the Treasurer’s and
Assistant Treasurer’s time to write it out. (Please let us know
about a receipt for your membership dues as well).

VDCC ‘REFRESHER’ FUNDRAISING RAFFLE

20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

As one fundraiser for the community’s share of the cost, a
Raffle is being co-sponsored by all the partners. Members of
all partnering organizations have tickets for sale. Tickets are
$10 each. Only 1,500 tickets have been printed.
There are 4 Raffle prizes:
• 1st prize – 42" Panasonic Plasma or LCD High definition TV –
value $2,300 including taxes
• 2nd prize – Frigidaire gas Barbecue – value $1,610 including
taxes
• 3rd prize – 5+ megapixel Brand name Digital Camera – value
$300 including taxes
• 4th prize – Original painting by Gerry Smith, of Paris – value
$500
An order form for Raffle tickets is included in the envelope with this
newsletter (the bottom half of the canary yellow sheet).
Buying a Raffle ticket is a good way for any individuals and families
to support the “20th Anniversary VDCC Refresher” package. Think
of it as a donation, with the chance of winning a prize. Your support
will be much appreciated.

On Saturday, May 24, 2008 there will be a 20th Anniversary
celebration – a Potluck Dinner with meat, coffee, tea, juice
supplied by the Committee. Everyone attending is asked to
bring their favourite potluck dish and their appetite. No one
need home hungry!
• Tickets to the celebration are $10 per person. All proceeds to
the “VDCC 20th Anniversary Refresher Package”.
• The Vittoria Women’s Institute have the tickets. 300 have been
printed.
• Local Entertainers will put on a short program.
• A dance will follow the entertainment program
An order form for 20th Anniversary celebration tickets is included in
the envelope with this newsletter (the top half of the canary yellow
sheet).
Buying a ticket for the Anniversary celebration is another good way
for any individuals and families to support the “20th Anniversary
VDCC Refresher” package. Think of it as a donation, with the
guarantee of some great down home country cookin’, and some
fine entertainment followed by a dance. Your support will be much
appreciated.

TO ORDER TICKETS FOR THE VDCC 20TH ANNIVERSARY
FUNDRAISER RAFFLE, PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN
THE BOTTOM PORTION OF THE CANARY YELLOW SHEET.

TO ORDER TICKETS FOR THE VDCC 20TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THE TOP
PORTION OF THE CANARY YELLOW SHEET.

nRuth and nJohn Clayton receiving Certificates
Student Volunteer nFrank Chambers receives
congratulations from MPP Toby Barrett.

and congratulations from Toby.
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Port Dover Maple Leaf journalist Lyn Tremblay
gave an inspiring keynote address on Voluntarism.

