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In Memoriam
Leona Gladys (Johnson) Taylor - 73 - on July 3
Helen Marie McInally - 88 - on July 14
Robert Charles “Bob” Biddle Sr. - 79 - on July 17
nJames “Jim” Donald Wies - 59 - on July 28
William John Bowyer - 80 - on August 6
Olga Klitzke - 88 - on August 11
nAlan Keith Winter - 78 - on August 15
Ralph Edward MacDonald - 79 - on August 25
nEileen (Feller) Simonson - 61 - on August 28
nMarion Martha (Pope) Chadwick - 91 - on September 3
Clifford Irvine Crandall - 82 - on September 9
nPeter VanGroningen - 83 - on September 12
Margaret (Margetan) Vasko - 82 - on September 21
Rosemary Kannawin - 70 - on October 4
Elaine Marie (Hansen) Skarratt - 69 - on October 11
nEsther “Helene” (Rose) Pickard - 87 - on October 13
Phyllis (Hughes) Kramer - 89 - on October 14
Walter Marteel - 90 - on October 14
Norman “Bud" Voegtle - 88 - on October 17
Larry Crandall - 60 - on November 6
Gordon “Jimmie” Church - 87 - on November 14
Judy (Miller) Hitsman - 63 - on November 26
John Davidson - on November 28
John Edward Sheehan - 56 - on December 7
Keith Edward Shier - 83 - on December 11
Richard “Dick” Creek - 74 - on December 21
Mary Jane Burger - 92 - on December 27
A. Jean (Cable) Turner - 93 - on December 27
nJames “Jim” William Lindsay - 57 - on December 28
The Vittoria & District Foundation tries to present all folks who
have a “Vittoria Connection” who are celebrating a Milestone
Birthday (75, 80, 85, 90, etc.) or a Milestone Anniversary (40, 45,
50, etc.) with a framed congratulatory certificate. No doubt there
are some who fall in this category who we do not know about.
(We define a “Vittoria Connection” rather loosely as a present
resident of the Vittoria district, or a former resident, or a member of
The Vittoria & District Foundation, or a member of some other
Vittoria district club or organization.)

Milestone Anniversaries Celebrated
Carol and Doug Smith - 50th on July 23
nBetty and nHoward Goode - 55th on August 1
nMuriel and nTom Millar - 65th on August 3
Ruth and nArthur Loughton - 55th on August 6
nMaebelle and nDoug Cruickshank - 55th on August 13
nMadaline and Garnet Wilson - 45th on August 14
Irene and Bill Nicoll - 70th on September 17
nIrene and nJim Simmons - 45th on October 9
nMary and nLarry Cable - 40th on October 9
nLenore and nRoss Broughton - 60th on October 10
nMary and nNeil Rutherford - 40th on October 17
nCharlotte and nJohn Donaldson - 55th on October 22
Lorraine and Peter Shebib - 40th on October 30
OTHERS IN THE OVER 60 CLUB
nFrances and nStan Voigt - 61st on July 16
Betty and Bob McKenzie - 61 on July 23
Edna and Cliff Frost - 61 on September 17

Milestone Birthdays Celebrated
nBertha VanGroningen - 80 on July 23
George Watt - 85 on July 27
nNorah (Leece) Moore - 90 on August 2
Mary Hamilton - 100 on August 2
Irwin Wippel - 75 on August 9
nMarion Macaulay - 85 on August 28
nHelen Colombus - 85 on September 27
nRuth Clayton - 75 on October 4
nMarion Maxwell - 85 on October 12
nMary Smith - 80 on October 22
nDonald Ames - 80 on November 21
Bill Tarvit - 80 on November 24
Eugene Howden - 80 on Dec. 8

OTHERS IN THE OVER 90 CLUB
Marion Lockhart - 98 on August 4
Erna Tischer - 91 on August 13
Frances Woolley - 91 on December 10

Farewell to the Wies guy
Jim Wies loved Norfolk's old
Architecture
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

Friends and colleagues were shocked and saddened to
learn of the death of nJim Wies of Vittoria.
Jim, 59, died at Norfolk General Hospital of complications
from an aneurysm he suffered several days earlier.
Jim was heavily involved in the community both as a
volunteer and as a member of key municipal committees.
He was chair of the Norfolk Heritage Committee from
2000 to 2008. He was a member of Norfolk's committee of
adjustment from 2000 till his death.
Norfolk County recognized Jim’s dedication to local
heritage with a Dogwood Award in 2009. The province
recognized his commitment to the community in 2002 with
an Ontario Volunteer Service Award.
Jim was especially keen on heritage issues affecting his
adopted home of Vittoria. He was a key player in the
restoration of the village's old town hall and a founding
member and chair of the village's Anglican Christ Church
Committee.
Jim also provided input on the design of the new fire hall
in Vittoria. He was determined that the new hall would
complement the look and feel of the old architecture that
defines the village.
nRoger Cruickshank, secretary of the Vittoria & District
Foundation, came to know Jim in the run-up to the village's
bicentennial celebration of 1996. Jim was instrumental in the
preparation of a 288-page illustrated history of Vittoria
entitled “200 Years of Memories”.
“It didn't take us very long to recognize his strength as a
writer, researcher and proofreader,” said Roger, who edited
the book with his wife Twila. “He loved Vittoria and local
history and heritage. He was a real asset to the village. His
mark is all over this town.”
Jim was raised in Delhi. He graduated from Delhi District
Secondary School in 1969. He earned a degree from the
Ontario' College of Art in Toronto in 1973. From 1978 to
1990, he ran the Dexterity Art Gallery in Toronto. He moved
back to Norfolk in 1991, settling in Vittoria.
Rick Barker of Simcoe, chair of Norfolk's committee of
adjustment, came to know Jim Wies as a colleague over the
past 10 years. The preservation of historic architecture and
heritage features of Norfolk's assorted neighbourhoods
guided Jim’s decision-making.
“Jim was truly a good guy and a valued member of our
committee,” Rick said. “He was a real bulldog when he
thought a building of historical significance might be lost or a
neighbourhood adversely affected by a development
application. He was always fighting for the little guy. He will
be missed.”
Jim stepped down from Norfolk's heritage committee to
open a bakery in Vittoria with nJames Kudelka, his life
partner of 19 years and the former artistic director of the
National Ballet of Canada.
The Murphy Funeral Home in Delhi looked after
arrangements. The funeral service was said at Christ Church
in Vittoria, with burial following in the Vittoria Baptist
cemetery

This horse-drawn hearse bearing his casket took Jim on his final
journey to the Vittoria Baptist Cemetery, passing both his beloved
Vittoria Town Hall and his and James’ Good Bread Bakery. An
entourage of mourners followed the hearse on foot.

Although Jim had already been our ‘next-door-neighbour’ for
several months, the first time I ever met him was in 1994 when
nTwila and I, along with nLarry Cable organized an open
meeting of all interested parties at the Vittoria & District Community
Centre, to gauge the interest within the community for holding some
kind of a blast to celebrate Vittoria’s Bicentennial in 1996.
At that meeting, Jim was one of the first to volunteer to serve on
a committee – the “200 Years of Memories” Book Committee – for
the Bicentennial. It did not take very long to recognize Jim’s
numerous strengths as a marvelous researcher, writer, and
proof-reader. In fact, he was such a detailed and meticulous
proof-reader that we nicknamed him “The Phantom Red Slasher”,
because each sheet of manuscript he read came back with
numerous red pen strokes, pointing out the errors or discrepancies
he had discovered. He was so observant and such an uninhibited
critic that we later invited him (and his red pen) to proof-read and
critique our second book “Old Woodhouse Church – The Cradle of
Methodism in the Long Point Settlement” – which he did with
distinction.
Jim’s love of Vittoria, Local History, and all things “Heritage”,
made him a most valuable human asset for the village, particularly
his beloved Vittoria Town Hall, Lamport Park and Christ Church, all
in the village square. Jim has also left his mark at the Post Office,
the Vittoria & District Community Centre, the Vittoria Fire Station
and the Vittoria Mill Cairn, as well as the numerous and various
Carolinian trees planted around the village in the last few years.
We had a great deal of respect for Jim and his abilities, and we
believe he respected us as well. We were often ‘his shoulder to
lean on’ when he wanted to discuss some issue that he was
concerned about, because he seemed to feel that we were discreet
enough, diplomatic enough and sensitive enough to give him a fair
hearing and an honest opinion, even when we did not agree with
his position.
We all know that death is an inevitable reality for every one of
us. It is starkly shocking when a young person, still in the prime of
life is taken from us. It seems to be human nature to wish we had
said something more to, or done something more for, our loved
ones before they have left.
Jim Wies and James Kudelka must be thanked and
congratulated for bringing a taste of a different level of culture to
their adopted home-town. They were most instrumental in procuring
Karen Kain’s ballet slippers for The Foundation’s Auction, followed
by the numerous unprecedented opportunities for local folks to bid
to perform as Cannon Dolls in the “Nutcracker”, but it never could
have happened without Jim’s interest and work in community
betterment, particularly his involvement with The Foundation.
Jim seemed to possess a very subtle sense of humour, and he
dealt well with the teasing he was occasionally subjected to by his
friends. We hope we can focus on the happy moments and
memories we have shared.]

[Editor’s note: During the existence of The Vittoria & District
Foundation, we have lost many members and friends. The death of
Jim Wies marks the first time we have lost one of our Trustees.
It is The Vittoria & District Foundation’s loss, our personal loss
and, in fact, the entire Vittoria community’s loss.
Jim was a fine gentleman, a good friend, a good neighbour, and
a great volunteer for the V&DF as well as the whole community.
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Solar Farm & Bridal Showcase
Producing Solar Power
- adapted from an October article in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Some time between the end of this month and the middle
of November, SunE Sky Ryerse, the new solar farm under
construction on the Port Ryerse Road between the Radical
Road and Highway 6, will be connecting to the Ontario
Power grid, Hando Kang, Director of Communications for
the company told The Maple Leaf on a bright sunny day in
October.
Construction began in March. “We are aiming for the end
of this month for commercial operation. Everything is going
as planned,” Mr. Kang said. Throughout the project, they
have hired up to 150 workers, from contractors to heavy
equipment handlers to construction managers to logistic
coordinators. This Park is one of two being developed in
Norfolk County by SunEdison, a subsidiary of MEMO
Electron Materials (NYSE:WFR) and SkyPower Limited that
together will provide a combined solar energy capacity of
18MW. The capital investment for the two projects is
approximately $80 to $90 million. The second park is located
in Windham. Together, they are expected to generate almost
400 million kWh of clean electricity over 20 years. To put this
in context, the company says the initiative will generate
enough electricity to power 33,000 homes and avoid over
250,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions.
The SunE Sky Projects in Norfolk are seen as examples
of how the province will increase its renewable energy
capacity and help phase out coal-fired power.
Jason Braaksma, of Brockville, is the Project
Coordinator for the 90 acre solar farm at the Ryerse site. He
told The Maple Leaf many locals have been hired to work on
the site. In addition, some electricians are working here
following the completion of a Sarnia Project. For those who
don't live here full-time, Mr. Braaksma explained workers
have found accommodation at cottages in Port Dover or at
the TraveLodge in Simcoe. He is staying at Avalon Park
between Port Dover and Port Ryerse. “I've enjoyed Port
Dover”, he said. “It's a good summer town with a lot of
activities. And, the work has been good here”.

Eight-year-old Chloe Shulman and five-year-old Johnathon Vinnai
were the hits of the fashion show that was held during the
Simcoe/Norfolk Welcome Wagon Fall Bridal Showcase.

her maid of honour, said they were at the bridal showcase
looking for flower arrangements for bouquets and she had
just ordered a wedding cake from exhibitor Amanda's
Celebration Cakes and Confections.
A wedding date is also quickly approaching for Una
Morris of Simcoe. She will marry Lloyd Moyer on
December 4 with the ceremony and reception taking place at
the Simcoe Curling Club. Noting that it will be her second
time in the role of a bride, she also points out that she is a
“thrifty” bride, having gotten her gown from the Kijiji
classifieds website and wedding favours from eBay.
Accompanied to the bridal showcase by her daughter,
Jennifer who is standing up with her, the ladies said they
liked the wedding mailboxes that could be rented from the
exhibitor, Business Support Services, and were interested in
talking with the Black Ty Limousine service.
“Plus, my daughter doesn't have her gown yet, so we'll be
interested in the dresses worn tonight during the fashion
show,” Una said.
“This bridal showcase is more relevant,” commented
bride Caitlin Maher of Simcoe as she waited for the fashion
show to begin. She had previously attended a similar event
in Hamilton, she said, but found that the majority of
exhibitors were from the GTA ... not very convenient for a
bride in Norfolk County.
Caitlin and her groom-to-be Brad Mottashed became
engaged on December 23 and they have set the date for
their exchange of nuptials for August 20, 2011. Brad was not
in attendance but Caitlin was accompanied to the bridal
showcase by her mom, her sister who is going to be her
maid of honour and her baby nephew. “Tonight, we have
found a decorator – Everyday Elegance, and a florist –

Welcome Wagon Showcase
helps brides plan
- adapted from an article by Joan Doyle in the Port Dover Maple
Leaf

Seventy brides got a helping hand at planning their
upcoming weddings during the Fall Bridal Showcase that
was sponsored by Simcoe/Norfolk Welcome Wagon on
September 22, 2010.
The doors to Vittoria & District Community Centre swung
open at 6 o'clock for a three-hour event where ladies
organizing their big days could seek information from 37
exhibitors who specialize in catering, formal wear and
accessories, invitations, cakes, photography and
honeymoons. New exhibitors included Scalisi Chocolate
Fountains, Arbbone with personal care products and Sears
Travel for honeymoon destinations.
For bride Ashlee Ferris of Waterford, the showcase
could not have happened at a better time. “I'm getting
married in six weeks. We've got a lot done already so we are
here tonight to do the final touches.”
Ashlee will be married to her high school sweetheart,
Steven Dawdy, on October 30 at Waterford United Church.
“There really wasn't any proposal,” she said. “We've been
together seven years. We have already bought a house and
we just agreed it was time to get married.”
The bride, accompanied by her sister Elizabeth, who was
-3-

Headless Horseman and Selling at the Food Terminal
Unique Designs,” she said.
Bride Megan Prues of Simcoe is looking forward to June
11, 2011. That is the day she will marry Trevor Allen. The
ceremony is planned for her dad's backyard while the
reception will take place at the Belgian Hall in Delhi. The fall
bridal showcase is the first such event that she has
attended, Megan said, as she and her best friend Carrie
Stewart visited the exhibits. There are quite a few venues
here tonight, she noted, adding that she was most interested
in the wedding cake exhibit, and the exhibit by Carter's
Men's Wear. She also had stopped at the Freedom 55
Financial display. “I found it to be quite interesting. You've
got to look after stuff like that, too.”
As the brides and their guests took seats, Welcome
Wagon event co-ordinator nVirginia Drayson presented a
special plaque to sisters Pauline Chambers and Susan
Keburis who own Sew Stylish Wedding Works of Ingersoll.
The business has participated in the bridal showcase for 10
years and their offering of bridal gowns, dresses for
attendants and flower girls, in a variety of fabrics, colours
and lengths, is always a crowd pleaser.
The fashion show, with runway music provided by Klassy
FM, and with nKaren Culver acting as Mistress of
Ceremonies, also was the opportunity for 38 door prizes to
be handed out to the brides in attendance, with the grand
prize being matching wedding bands compliments of Halmo
Jewellers.

Headless Horseman rides into
Port Ryerse
- adapted from an article in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Two horses made their way into Port Ryerse to the
Charlotte Elliott as the Headless Horseman on her horse Shy,
delight of residents on the weekend.
painted to resemble a skeleton. Photo courtesy of Anne Matthews.
For the third consecutive Hallowe’en, The Headless
Horseman has ridden throughout the hamlet of Port Ryerse.
It has become a tradition eagerly awaited by the
community's children ... and many citizens. It began three
years ago when neighbours Lorraine Fletcher and
- adapted from an article in the Port Dover Maple Leaf
Charlotte Elliott, both horse lovers, donned costumes.
Ron and Cindy Mandryk have created an agricultural
Charlotte is The Headless Horseman on her horse Shy.
niche for themselves that keeps them very busy and happy
They ride into the hamlet from their homes, appropriately
with a feeling of self-sufficiency They are vegetable growers
near Spooky Hollow.
on a 50-acre farm at Jericho, northwest of Vittoria. They
This year the duo was joined by another neighbourhood
have a large barn and four greenhouses to give plants an
rider, Karen Smout, with her white horse, Joey. Lorraine is
early March start. The Mandryks sell their bountiful harvests
an accomplished artist and she painted Shy with an outline
to wholesalers at the Toronto Food Terminal.
of a skeleton. The paint used was a white gothic powder
To accomplish that requires two things: (1) Ron has to
paint available at the Tan-Mar Shoppe and is non-toxic. Shy
be ready for the daily 100-plus kilometre truck ride starting at
was very patient while the paint was applied and when the
midnight five days a week, sell the produce throughout the
event was over the paint was simply brushed off. Charlotte
day and return home about mid-afternoon and go to bed; as
says, “you could literally see them (townsfolk) do a double
well (2) Cindy has to manage the farm and the helpers all
take because I had no head.”
day every day. The couple refers to themselves as “a great
Horse Joey simply wore a hat for a costume but rider
team!” and they truly are. That lifestyle goes on from July to
Karen wore a colourful fairy-like costume with wings.
October.
Lorraine explained to The Maple Leaf that her horse is a
The first harvest of the year is potatoes, followed by
thoroughbred and not suitable for that situation ... however,
cabbage, then varieties of peppers and egg plant, then the
Lorraine was very popular with the younger crowd as she
final harvest is digging the late potatoes. Ron began taking
walked alongside the horses handing out candy that had
vegetables to the Toronto Food Terminal over 20 years ago
been donated by Roulston's Port Dover store as arranged
in his pick-up truck. As he became known for quality produce
with Laura Snow.
and a dependable supply the number of customers grew, so
“The Port Ryerse crowd gets bigger every year,” Lorraine
he bought a bigger truck ... now Ron has two trucks to
stated. Port Ryerse residents were out in force to greet the
supply the demand. At the food terminal Ron has helpers to
expected Headless Horseman but this year he was
unload and set the produce up. This business began when
accompanied by a fairy rider and the candy lady. Mrs.
his father, the late Gordon Mandryk, who farmed on the
Fletcher added, “we look forward to this event too”.
Blueline Road a mile west of Port Dover, began taking
The Headless Horseman is a fictional character from the
produce to the food terminal. Ron now has that designated
short story 'The Legend of Sleepy Hollow'. A rider's head
concession plus the two neighbouring concessions. Ron's
was severed in battle by an American cannonball. His ghost
appears once a year.
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Ron and Cindy Mandryk sell
produce in Toronto

Farewell to the Vittoria Community Choir

Flashback - This was the original Vittoria Bicentennial Choir
performing in Vittoria’s Bicentennial year, 1996.

groups while others grew tired of the choir's Sunday
afternoon practices, said Heidi.
Heidi said she enjoyed her time as director but she too
found that she wanted her Sunday afternoons free.
When it was formed to sing the national anthem on a
portable wooden stage in Vittoria's ballpark during the
village's bicentennial celebrations, the choir numbered 33
people. Most of them lived within a two-kilometre radius of
the village.
The group had so much fun it decided to stay together
and hold a Christmas concert later that year, recalled nRay
Danley of Simcoe, who founded the choir and directed it tor
10 years.
Word of mouth brought more members in and “it grew
and grew and grew,” said Ray, 72.
Part of the choir's appeal, he explained, was its mix of
talent: some were highly-skilled and accomplished, others
merely ordinary.
“It was definitely a community choir in this sense – there
was no audition process whatsoever,” said Ray, who grew
up in the village. “We checked people coming through the
door for a pulse, and that's all.”
Ray, who led men's choral groups in Toronto for 31 years
to gold and silver medal finishes at international
competitions, surrounded the weaker singers with the
stronger so they “could listen and match the tones . . . The
result was an incredibly good community choir.”
Rehearsals, he said, were kept light and instruction was
often couched with humour.
“They never saw any anger, stress, or frustration from
me. They only saw joy. My job was to make them laugh, and
I think that's what attracted people.”
People drove in from Brantford and London to join.
The group flourished and had a high-profile show when It
performed at the International Plowing Match held in Selkirk
in 1996.
The final performance on December 5 created a set of
conflicting emotions for past and present choir members,
said Heidi.
“It is mixed. There is sadness and nostalgia. This choir
has spawned so many groups and talents across Norfolk
County, and certainly we'll celebrate that.”
Past choir members, she said, were invited to come up
from the audience “and do one last song.”

Ron Mandryk is standing under the umbrella talking to two
customers at his Toronto Food Terminal concession.

mother, nHelen Colombus, explained to The Maple Leaf
that the Food Terminal “is like a long street with food sellers
along both sides, Ron has the best location because it is
near the refreshment area and the washrooms so they
(buyers) pass by, they cannot miss seeing him.”
A big part of this successful vegetable business is Cindy's
role of getting the vegetables clean, graded and packed so
the presentation is inviting. Wholesalers have come to know
what they see at the top of the basket is what will be right
down to the bottom row, and that is very important to them
when buying large quantities.
Ron is a graduate of Port Dover Composite School. The
couple has a family of two sons and one daughter, and six
grandchildren. Helen Colombus told The Maple Leaf,
“buyers know they are getting good produce from Ron and
Cindy, they have a good name. I am so proud of them”.

Last song for choir
- adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

The Vittoria Choir – which sprang out of the village's 1996
bicentennial celebrations and went on to perform in
countless churches and fundraisers throughout the area – hit
the stage for the last time in December.
The decision to fold came after the hunt for a new director
and accompanist failed, said current director Heidi
Bowman, who took over more than four years ago on a
temporary basis.
“Most of us felt this was the time to end it,” said Heidi.
“We tried to find a new director before, but it was hard.
“We decided it was a good time to end on a high note and
go out with a bang.”
The group's final show was it’s Christmas concert, which
has been held every year since 1996 in the village's
community centre.
The December 5 show marked the end for a group that
had a noted impact on the music and arts scene in Norfolk.
After that first concert, it quickly grew to more than 100
members and is credited with spawning other choirs in the
area. The group has also raised money for numerous local
charities and cultural organizations through its concerts.
At its peak, the choir numbered about 110 and did 12
shows a year. Today, membership is at 35.
Some members have gone on to sing with the spinoff

The alternative to a vacation is to stay home and tip
every third person you see – Anonymous
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Choir Nostalgia and Service Recognition Awards
performances. From count of my music, we learned over 200
different pieces ... some took more than one season to
perfect, and others never did reach the right “plateau”. We
were sorry to have to bid farewell to some of our members
and spouses, and sang at funerals of Ron Kemp, Rene
VanOsch, Ralph Watt, Raymond and Norma Allgood, and
just a few weeks ago for Edith Bradshaw's funeral. Doug
and I were the subject of many of Ray's jokes through the
years, and rather relieved that Heidi is not a joke teller.
It was great to be part of the big Millennium choir in
2000, when we performed at the Norfolk County
Fairgrounds. Cassette tapes and CD's have been produced
through the years and they are a permanent reminder of our
many years together.
When Ray decided to retire as our leader in 2006, we
had a big party July 23rd , and invited all former members
back to enjoy fellowship and a pot luck meal together. Heidi
Bowman volunteered to be our temporary director, and has
been with us ever since.
One of the highlights of our rehearsals has to be break
time, when a buffet of goodies is spread and we all pig out.
nLarry Cable has been our convener through the years and
always sees that coffee is made and juice set out for our
breaks. We also owe a great deal to our talented
accompanists, nPat Tiller, Kelly Goldsmith and Pat
Raaflaub.
Through the years our choir has raised funds for many
good causes. We've sung at a wide variety of churches to
raise needed money for organ funds and even repairing the
roof. In February of 1999, we were part of a concert at the
Aud, to aid the victims of Hurricane Mitch in Central America,
and shared the stage with Don Herron as Charlie
Farquharson. We have raised thousands of dollars for
many community charities, including singing at the
Lighthouse Theatre to help buy the minivan for Norview
Lodge; a concert at Port Dover Composite School to buy
some instruments for their band; and concerts at St. Mary's
Church for the Literacy foundation. How well I remember
our recording session in Delhi United Church in 1999. We
definitely should have used the air-conditioned Vittoria &
District Community Centre, as I ended up fainting that day.
We also learned how to lip sinc that summer, as we did a
recording session for AGI Cablevision. We’ve done many
performances at area nursing homes, and must not forget
the annual choir golfing tournament or those summer picnics
at the Bezzo's.
Our motto has remained “Helping others through the joy
of singing!” Along with nMary Cable and nRose Ludwig,
as the only original members of the 1996 Vittoria choir, we
will miss our Sunday afternoon get-togethers, but I must say
“Thanks for the memories!”

Memories of the Vittoria Choir
- a nostalgic article submitted by Helen Young

My husband, Doug came home from barbershopper
rehearsal one night in late 1995, saying nRay Danley was
forming a choir to sing at Vittoria's Bicentennial the following
summer. Doug thought he'd like to be part of it and so did I.
Back in the early '50's, Ray and I had attended Simcoe High
School, where we had a terrific music teacher, J. Lansing
McDowell.
So, on a Sunday afternoon in January of 1996, we
gathered here in the Vittoria & District Community Centre
with about 33 others, and received our music to sing that
summer. Not only did folks come from Port Dover, but they
travelled from Cayuga, Straffordville and London, and Ray
came weekly from Toronto. We never had any voice tests
and this group was intended to sing at a concert on May
26th, and for the homecoming weekend in Vittoria that July.
Our ages ranged from 9 to 75, and we all had a lot of fun.
In the fall of 1996, as co-chair of the Foods tent at the
International Plowing Match at Fisherville, we needed to find
entertainers to be part of our program. I asked Ray if the
Vittoria choir could perform a 15-minute package. That was
the only time the choir performed wearing rubber boots, and
several members braved the mud and were there as they
had promised. The choir is a very loyal lot!
It didn't take much convincing to persuade Ray to drive
from Toronto for the next few years, and continue to lead the
choir. People joined and dropped out, but more people
came, and soon the stage at the community centre became
pretty small. Young folks came, and that was when they
borrowed some of my rhythm band instruments to
accompany one of our songs. At one point Ray even got the
idea that some of the choir should learn to march and keep
time to “Parade of the Wooden Soldiers”, and that proved to
be quite a challenge for some. We even participated in the
Musical Arts Festival.
Then Ray felt we should have a special outfit to wear
when performing. Somehow Doug volunteered to put an ad
in the United Church Observer, and ask if any churches had
choir gowns they were no longer using, and would donate to
us. What a flood of replies we received from both coasts of
Canada and many places in between! The churches outside
our area mailed their gowns, and Doug and I travelled to
many churches in southern Ontario, from Chatham to
Newmarket, and gathered up gowns in a rainbow of colours.
We did wear them a few times, and I'm sure a few of them
are still hanging in closets of former members.
During the 15 years I've been part of the group, I've
attended nearly all the rehearsals, and sung at nearly all our

Years of life-saving service
- adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

When Bill Brewer was a kid, he'd jump in the family truck
with his flrefighter dad and rush off to a blaze.
At age 13, Bill was helping the Waterford Fire
Department. He rolled up hoses and helped bring them back
to the station to dry,
“You could do that in those days,” Bill, who is now chief of
the Waterford station, recalled last night after receiving his
40-year pin for service (for all the years he volunteered after
age 18).
“It was a little different than today. There weren't as many
rules.”
Bill, 58, was among the firefighters from across the
county who gathered at department headquarters in Simcoe
recently for an annual recognition ceremony.

Mary Cable, Helen Young and Rose Ludwig are the only three
Vittoria Community Choir members who served the entire 15 years.
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Service Pins and the Return of the Troubadour
Principal Charlie Luke returns
to Doverwood School
- adapted from an article by Penny Gumbert in the Port Dover
Maple Leaf

Music soothes. That must be why every morning
Doverwood Public School on Highway 6 starts with music
appreciation. A classical music selection is accompanied by
a student explaining interesting points. A follow-up quiz
takes place Fridays. That's why, near the PA system,
'Concerto' is spelled out phonetically to help narrators
unfamiliar with Italian! (Con-chair-toe).
Music is one of newly appointed Principal nCharlie
Luke's loves. He has played the saxophone, has his Grade
8 in piano, plays a little keyboard and a shiny guitar hangs
on his office wall. As he takes it down, the man's face lights
up. He strums a few chords and some arpeggios and can't
stop grinning. “If I get a chance to go into the Kindergarten
room and play a little bit of This Old Man, we'll do 'er!!”
Though he has too little time, he says. “I have five guitars
and I play about five minutes a year!” He pauses. “If anybody
wanted to learn some chords at noon hour, that's what we'll
do. I have a beginner guitar at home.”
Charlie Luke is thrilled to be back at Doverwood School.
Earlier in his career he taught grade 7 and 8 for nine years at
the school. “This is Port Dover. It's where I went to high

Harold Stewart (middle), chief of the Vittoria Fire Station,
received a pin for 40 years of service from Rick Finnemore (left)
of the office of the Ontario Fire Marshal and Terry Dicks,
Norfolk County Fire Chief.

Service pins were handed out for 20, 25, 30, 35, and 40
years of service.
It was a time for reflection for long-serving volunteers.
For Harold Stewart of Vittoria, who received a 40-year
pin, his introduction to fighting fires also started in childhood.
Harold, 61, and his family lived above the old Simcoe fire
hall next to the arena starting in the late 1950s. There was
no 911 system, or pagers in those days. His mother
answered the emergency phone line, even in the middle of
the night, and flipped a switch that set off a piercing Second
World War air raid siren that alerted volunteer firefighters to
come to the station.
Later, Harold's family moved to Vittoria, and he joined the
village station as a young man.
He rose to station chief there, a position he still holds,
and at one time was responsible for co-ordinating joint
responses to fires among departments in Haldimand and
Norfolk counties.
Harold helped organize the response to the Hagersville
tire fire more than 20 years ago, a blaze that raged on for
many days.
Both men said the biggest change in firefighting over the
last generation has been the increased emphasis on safety
at a fire.
Today, safety officers use a giant board on scene to keep
track of every firefighter and how much air time they have
left in their tank.
As well, each scene must have a team of firefighters who
are standing by, ready to go inside and rescue a trapped
colleague.
One thing has remained the same, however: the thrill of
firefighting lies in the satisfaction of being able to help
people.
“Whether someone is trapped in a car or sick, you always
help them – that's the instinct,” said Bill.
Harold's memories include the humourous.
One time he was called out in the middle of a blizzard to
Turkey Point to what was supposed to be a fully-engulfed
home only to find a neighbour had been fooled by the snow
and wind playing havoc with an outside bug light.
“I did the cat in the tree,” Harold added. “It was at a
campsite in Port Ryerse. By the time we got there and got
the ladder up, the cat was down from the tree.”

New Doverwood School Principal Charlie Luke is familiar with the
school and the town. Earlier in his career he taught for nine years at
the school and is a graduate of Port Dover Composite School.
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John Stevens is a King
school, It's where I played my hockey, where I started my
family. This is coming home for me. I'm excited. It's a
wonderful community.” Charlie, father of three girls, comes
from a family of six boys. “We were into hockey and ball
players and now we're golfers,” he laughs.
In his 12th year as a principal, Charlie is also a Ward 5
Councillor on Norfolk County Council.
How does he do both? “I can answer that this way. First
of all, I know principals and teachers who are hockey
coaches who spend a lot more time out of the house than I
do because a lot of my work I can do from the office at
home. I keep this job completely separate from the other. If
somebody from the press wants to talk about council then I
will call him back at 4:30. The biggest lesson I've learned to
do both jobs is I have to be very, very organized. For
instance, when I get the Council minutes tonight that is when
I'll start reading them, not in a day or two.” Charlie Luke
says he deals with things immediately. “This business has
kept me a very structured person,” he admits. Structured, but
flexible.
“Surprisingly, in the 25 years I've taught I've been in 14
schools. I've been a Ricky Nelson, a travelling man!”
His last days of summer were very busy with interviewing
candidates for teaching positions, and it took a lot of time, he
says. “You're hiring people – some of them for a career –
and you've got them a long time. So I take a lot of pride in
hiring good people and checking them out carefully.” That
was his first priority, to get people in place for the new school
year. “The new staff has been the big challenge. But, of
course, the Number One focus for me will be getting to know
my 360 students. I need to get to know them really, really
well. I'll be on the playground a lot! I also will get to know and
support my staff. Give them the tools they need to do the
job.”
Another priority for Principal Luke is safety. “I want
everybody on this property to be safe at all times. If my
students aren't safe, the curriculum and the rest of it doesn't
matter. Safe around the buses, safe in the gym, safe on the
playground.”

bulk of the Kings staff will make the transition to the Western
Conference team much easier.
“I worked with Terry Murray for two years. We were
assistant coaches together and then he was my assistant
coach for two years and I know Ron Hextall very well who's
assistant GM and I got to know (GM) Dean Lombardi when
he worked for the Flyers for a couple years,” explained John.
“So just the comfort level with knowing them and having a lot
of the same beliefs, and on top of that seeing the progress
they've made and talented group of players they've put
together, it's exciting.”
John won three Calder Cups in the AHL, and then
coached Philadelphia's affiliate, the Phantoms, to the same
title in 2005. The 44-year-old would eventually succeed Ken
Hitchcock midway through the 2006 season, and help the
team to a NHL record 39-point improvement in 2007-08.
He will likely be charged with running a defensive corps
that includes two of the game's brightest young stars in
Drew Doughty and Jack Johnson.
“I think it's going to be great. I think Drew Doughty is one
of the best young defencemen in the game and after the
year he had last year, he really came into his own with the
Olympic experience and getting his team to a playoff birth,”
said Stevens. “He and Jack Johnson and Rob Scuderi. I
love the way they play. I love the way they get involved and I
think their style of play is very conducive to what I believe.”
In the City of Angels, John Stevens will join Waterford
native Nelson Emerson, who works on the team's player
development staff. The two haven't spoken yet, but John has
talked to Emerson's wife June, who works as a real estate
agent in the area.
“She's going to help us out and look for a place,” he said.
“I've talked to him over the years, and he's going to be
involved in the development camp going on (this) week, so
I'll get a chance to catch up with him then and also try to
catch up with Rob Blake as well. I know he lives out there
and is very familiar with the area.”
The Kings finished sixth in the Western Conference with
a record of 46-27-9 this season, and made the playoffs for
me first time since 2002. The team has never won a Stanley
Cup and hasn't been out of the second round since 1993,
but appears to have the pieces in place to take a run this
spring.
“Obviously with the core of young players they have
there, they've done a great job of adding some veteran
players into that mix,” said John. “They had over 100 points
last year and made the playoffs and it's so competitive out
west. You need to have a great year just to get in and they
did that, so I'm excited to be joining a team that's competitive
and looks like they're ready to take another step - I'm happy
to be a part of it.”

Stevens becomes assistant
coach of the LA Kings
- adapted from an article by Jacob Robinson in the Simcoe
Reformer

It didn't take John Stevens long to find another NHL gig
– then again, with an impressive resume and being known
as one of the brightest young minds in the game, the news
comes as no surprise to many in the hockey world.
After compiling a record of 120-109-34 as head coach of
the Philadelphia Flyers over parts of four seasons, leading
the team to the Eastern Conference Finals and being named
the Hockey News' Coach of the Year in 2008, the Turkey
Point native was let go by the club after a lackluster start last
fall.
He dabbled in broadcasting for the remainder of the year,
but last summer was hired as an assistant with the Los
Angeles Kings.
“I had some interest from other teams, and I think from
the outside looking in you're just excited for the opportunity
to get coaching again because it is such a great profession,
but I think (Kings head coach) Terry Murray is a great coach
and we believe in a lot of the same things and have become
good friends. So it was a pretty easy decision for me
knowing the people you're going to be working with,” said
Stevens.
In addition to his relationship with Murray, the former
Flyer and Hartford Whaler defenceman's familiarity with the

Injured screech owl back in the
hunt
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

An owl injured on Highway 24 south of Simcoe earlier this
year is back in the hunt thanks to a Vittoria couple and the
patience and care of The Owl Foundation.
Wayne and Carol Mortimer of Charlotteville Road 2
were heading home last February when they noticed
something Hopping around on Highway 24 near Port
Ryerse. Wayne Mortimer stopped to check it out. Turns out
it was a red screech owl that had flown into a vehicle.
“I picked it up,” Wayne said. “Fortunately, no other cars
had come along. I drove him home carrying him in my hand.
I laid him down on a woodpile in the garage.”
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Screech Owl and Award-winning Flowers
The next day, the bird
was alert and seemed to
have regained some of its
energy. However, one eye
would not open and one of
its tufts was drooping.
Local veterinarians
could not help. But one
recommended that the
Mortimers contact the Owl
Foundation, a
rehabilitation centre for
owls in Vineland Station.
Several hours later, a
foundation representative
arrived to take charge of the wounded animal.
The story has a happy ending. Friday night, a volunteer
from the Owl Foundation brought the owl to the Mortimer's
home for release. John Carruthers of Niagara Falls
delivered the bird in a small cardboard box.
Kneeling in the Mortimer's backyard, he slowly opened
the top. The owl appeared to be sleeping. The owl sat in the
box with its eyes closed for a few seconds. It then woke up
and, just like that, was gone in a shot.
Screech owls are common in Ontario. However, John
made the drive to Vittoria because the area is home to this
particular specimen.
“You want the animal to feel as secure in its environment
as possible,” he said.
This is not the first owl John has released in Norfolk. Last
year, he returned a rehabilitated great horned owl to Long
Point.
The Owl Foundation is a non-profit organization. It was
established in 1965 by Katherine and Larry McKeever. It
was registered as a charitable organization in 1975.
The 18-acre facility is the permanent home of 120 owls
that have been too badly injured for release. Last year, the
foundation admitted 108 birds, 71 of which were returned to
the wild.
A foundation representative told the Mortimers that the
biggest problem facing Ontario owls are people who throw
out partially-eaten fast food along the highway. This attracts
mice, which in turn encourages owls to hunt in areas of
heavy traffic.
The Owl Foundation offers the following advice to anyone
who happens upon an injured owl:
• When approaching an injured owl, consider throwing a
jacket or towel over it so it has something to grip when you
pick it up.
• Turn the bird over to a licensed wildlife rehabilitator as
soon as possible. This applies to displaced nestlings as well.
Do not try to feed or water.
• Handle the animal as little as possible and have as little
contact with it as possible. Contact is stressful and may
cause psychological harm, making it difficult for the owl to
return to the wild. Maintain quiet in the bird's presence.

Betty Goode won two grand prizes at the annual flower show put on
by the Port Dover and Woodhouse Horticultural Society.

So when it came time to enter something in the 48th
annual flower show put on by the Port Dover and
Woodhouse Horticultural Society, she chose a few plants
and started watering and feeding them intensely.
“If you had seen them two weeks ago, you'd never
believe it,” Betty said Wednesday, pointing to the winners'
table at St. Paul's Anglican Church where her grand-prize
asters and gladioli sat.
What was once bland and wilting is now in beautiful
bloom – and trophy worthy.
Betty's flowers were among the more than 300 entries in
this year's show. The contest included entries from children
– a picture of a sailboat made of twigs, bark, and beans
glued onto a paper, and a pig made out of potatoes with
beans for ears – as well as ferns and vegetables.
Judge Dawn Suter from Hagersville praised the show,
calling it “excellent” and noting it continues to get better
every year.
“These people are invariably very good at exhibition,”
said Dawn, who has been judging for years. “You can't just
stick a bunch of things in a container.”
Entries are marked in part on their “grooming” – whether
or not the container is free of dead leaves and flowers and
whether the soil is clean and even. Dawn pointed to a lily
floating in a bowl and praised the entry for using “pristine”
water.
Sometimes picking a winner is tough, she said.
“There's got to be winners and losers and sometimes
there's not much difference between winners and losers.”
Betty said she is passionate about her hobby. She
learned it from her mother, nMarion Chadwick, who had a
garden on the farm where she grew up in Vittoria. As a child,
she would stare at photos of flowers, then research them.
Later in life, when she and her husband moved to
Montreal, the couple had the clay removed from their
backyard and topsoil put down so she could have flowers.
Her big-city neighbours followed her lead.
Most of Betty's time in the summer is spent in the garden.
“You can get thinking of other things while hoeing and
weeding. You're in your own little world down there with the
flowers,” Betty said.
“Gardening, she said, is good for people. You get
exercise and it works your mind.
“It would be nice if more younger people would get into
flowers. They'd be happier than sitting in front of a TV all the
time.”

Two grand prizes for flowers
- adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

nBetty Goode won two grand prizes at the annual
flower show put on by the Port Dover and Woodhouse
Horticultural Society. She has been gardening most of her
life.
She has been growing flowers since she was a child and
thought this summer she had a disaster on her hands.
Her home garden, just west of Port Dover, missed most
of the rain that has fallen on the county this summer. The
75-year-old calls it a drought.
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2010 Donnybrook and Fred’s Charity Picnic
around and see all the kids smiling and laughing. That's why
we do it.”'
Like other fairs, the Donnybrook has adapted to the
times. It has put an emphasis on it’s demolition derbies,
adding the categories of vans and pickups this year,
“Demolitions have kept all the fairs going and even the
big fairs because it’s local people,” Larry explained.
The organizing committee also places an emphasis on
fundraisIng throughout the year. The Charlotteville
Agricultural Society and the local Kinsmen Club operate a
food booth at Friday the 13th festivities.
Funds allow them to make upgrades to the fairgrounds,
including investing in their own food booth. It has also
purchased equipment that can be used in other
communities.
“We bought a portable stage that all the groups use,”
Larry said. “It's been out 12 times (so far this year).”

Generations enjoy Donnybrook
Fair
- adapted from an article by Barbara Simpson in the Simcoe
Reformer

Over its lengthy history, the Donnybrook Fair has held
several positions – a fixer-upper of the Walsh fairgrounds, a
supporter of local children and, most of all, a tie that binds
generations of the community together.
Grandmother Teresa Terryberry, of Delhi, recalls coming
to the fair as a child with her own mother. She was spotted
with her mother again on Saturday, but this time, she had
her own two granddaughters – Chloe, 5, and Brooklyn, 3 – at
her feet. The three generations of Terryberrys took in the
arts and crafts exhibition filled with sponge painting creations
and cut and paste pictures from local schoolchildren.
“You can spoil them rotten,” she laughed, watching Chloe
and Brooklyn race around with balloons.
This promise of highly coveted family time keeps patrons
coming through the gates of the hometown fair every year.
Families have a chance to ride the midway and see their
children’s handiwork featured in the school exhibition. Many
of these children win cash prizes and trophies.
A sampling of past trophies Is also available in the
Fairground office of the Charlotteville Agricultural Society.
Children are often curious to find their parents' names
etched onto the ornate trophies.
“People still come in to see their dad's name,” said Larry
Partridge, Treasurer/Secretary with the society that
organizes the fair.
Larry himself also has deep ties to the county fair circuit.
In addition to dedicating more than 30 years to the
Donnybrook Fair, he also spent eight years with the Norfolk
County Fair & Horse Show. He worked with his sister
Dianne Persall, a former organizer with the county fair.
Their mother was also heavily involved in it as well.
Seeing the delight of the local children is the payoff for all
the hard work, he added.
“The thing we’ve always told the directors is, 'Have fun,'
and they ask, 'What do mean’” he said. We say, “take a look

Fred Eaglesmith's 16th annual
charity picnic
- adapted from an article by Jeffrey Carter in OUTHeRe magazine

Even the pouring rain could not stop Fred Eaglesmith's
Charity Picnic at the Springwater Conservation Area outside
Aylmer in Elgin County on August 20, 21 and 22.
Fred began hosting the annual event as a gathering of
friends 16 years ago. This year, there were two dozen acts,
including a substantial contingent of artists with rural roots of
which The SunParlour Players figured prominently.
Andrew Penner, 32, performed with bandmates Dennis
Van Dine from Northern Ontario and Michael “Rosie”
Rosenthal from Toronto.
Among the other highlights were Dale Jett and Hello
Stranger. Jett, a third-generation member of the legendary
Carter Family, carries on his grandfather's tradition of
preserving and interpreting traditional music of Appalachia.
Dale Jett also has an appreciation for legends being set
in our own time.
“Fred Eaglesmith is as talented as Bruce Springsteen,
Kris Kristofferson ... The world doesn't know it yet. But they
will.”
Fred, who performed Friday and Saturday nights and
Sunday afternoon, was the main draw for his Fredhead fans.
Raised as Fred Elgersma on a clay farm near Caistor
Centre in Niagara Region, Fred left home early but wasn't up
to the task of severing his rural roots. In fact, the further he
traveled, the closer he got.
Farming, small towns, trucking, tractors, old dogs, dead
dogs, fast cars, whiskey, lost love and 'ordinary' folks are
among the inspirations for the 53-year-old independent
artist. He keeps up a 200-show-a-year schedule from a
home base at Port Dover. He purchased the old Masonic
Lodge Hall in Vittoria and set up a studio there.
Fred Eaglesmith and his band members, Kori Hepner,
Luke Stackhouse and Matty Simpson are touring and
playing with Tiff and Britt Ginn of The Fabulous Ginn
Sisters. They appeared earlier this year on the Late Show
with David Letterman.
Proceeds from this year's charity picnic went to the Long
Point Basin Land Trust.
On Hallowe’en, a number of small children went
Trick-or-Treating at Audrey Bingleman’s home.
One wee girl said. “How old are you?”
“I'm almost ninety-eight,” Audrey replied proudly.
Clearly impressed, the child's eyes grew wide with wonder.
“Did you start at one?”

Dotsy the Clown (Shelley Summers) of St. Thomas, entertained
children at the Donnybrook Fair. “I really like small town fairs
because the people are more personal and down-home country,”
she said.
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In Praise of Caregivers
in their expectations, I realized it was just a mask, and I
knew it was for my own good to try to achieve the goals they
set. They, too were really loving, gentle, caring, concerned
and, above all, always professional. Thanks, ladies.
The positive comments, positive encouragement and
enthusiasm displayed by all of my professional Caregivers
was heartening. In my opinion, the Rehab Unit at Norfolk
General Hospital is essential to help keep our health care
system viable by assisting in preparing chronic patients to
live at home.
After spending a couple of months in the two hospitals,
my mobility and physical functioning finally was deemed to
have progressed well enough for me to be discharged, and
so I came back to our home, sweet home.
But that was not to be the end of my contact with
professional Caregivers. At home, I was visited by a
Registered Nurse every day for 8 months plus). This team of
five delightful CarePartners nurses (Catie, Dale, Jackie,
Karen and Vicki) worked diligently to make it possible for
me to live at home. They kept my intravenous antibiotic
medication flowing, changed my dressings and tubing and
the batteries in my Diffusing Pump. They provided
compassion, encouragement, and occasionally a little
sympathy when I’d be having a bad day. They too are
always loving, gentle, caring, concerned and professional.

Caregivers make our health
care system work
- contributed by Roger Cruickshank as printed in the Norfolk Hub

This is not an article
about me. Rather it is
about how my recent
experiences in and out of
hospitals have impacted
on the way I now perceive
Caregivers. The
introductory paragraph of
this article is simply
intended to give you a little
personal background, to
put the rest of the story
into proper perspective.
For the past several
months, I have been
suffering from a
mysterious spinal infection
which has often been
accompanied by
excruciating back pain.
The infection eventually
spread to my kidneys,
causing them to fail
temporarily. Luckily, just two dialysis treatments were
required to kick-start the kidney function, and my kidneys
have continued to work as they should for the past six
months. My back seems to be healing, although very, very
slowly, thank you, so the spinal infection appears to be
gradually coming under control as the antibiotics do their job,
making the pain [usually] reasonably bearable.
I decided to write this article to recognize the wonderful
contributions of, and pay tribute to all Caregivers in general,
and to my Caregivers in particular.
In praise of Caregivers
There are professional Caregivers, and there are
‘amateur’ volunteer home Caregivers. The visible
professionals we see include the doctors, nurses,
physiotherapists, pharmacists and others. Less visible are
the dieticians, lab technicians and other staff who have been
professionally trained to care for patients who need their
expertise. All are essential to the comfort and [hopefully] the
recovery of their patients. In this article I shall concentrate
my first comments on the visible Caretakers ... the ones who
have direct contact with the patient.
My professional caregivers include my family doctor, Dr.
William Thorogood and his medical teammates Dr. Anna
and Dr. Graham; my Internist, Dr. David Kennedy; and my
Infectious Disease Specialist at St. Joseph’s Hospital in
Hamilton, Dr. Christine Lee. I thank each of them for their
expertise and compassion in caring for me.
My professional Caregivers also included numerous
Registered Nurses, both at Norfolk General Hospital and St.
Joseph’s. Altogether, I suppose there must have been about
fifty RNs who cared for me at some point. With only a single
exception (one nurse in Hamilton), every one was loving,
gentle, caring, concerned, sympathetic, encouraging and,
above all, always professional. I’d love to be able to name
them all, but there were so many, and my memory ‘ain’t what
she used to be’, and I’m sure I would miss several wonderful
nurses if I tried to name them all, but I do thank them all.
I also had a number of physiotherapists on the 3rd and
4th floors at NGH who helped with my rehabilitation.
Although at the time I perceived them to be quite demanding
-11-

Forgotten Angels or Superheroes?
Most amateur volunteer home Caregivers are not trained
for their new role. They are thrust into it by circumstances
beyond their control, when a loved one or close friend is
stricken with an ailment that restricts his or her mobility,
strength, activities and ability to look after himself or herself.
Truly sick patients lose their independence, as well as their
dignity. Sometimes even the simplest activities require
assistance, and that is where the volunteer home Caregiver
comes in.
I recall vividly an enlightening conversation with one of
my professional Caregivers (unfortunately I don’t remember
which one, or I certainly would name her), when I was about
to be discharged from NGH. The main gist of that
conversation dealt with the need for the patient, and others
to love, understand, reinforce and encourage the home
Caregiver, whether it be spouse, parent, offspring, friend or
neighbour. She commented that, while the poor health of the
patient is traumatic to him or her, it is also traumatic to the
oft-forgotten volunteer home Caregiver. The patient
unwittingly sometimes acts impatient and demanding, not
realizing how hard the illness is impacting his or her loved
one.
In my case it was nTwila, my loving wife of 56 years who
accepted the role of lead home Caregiver. Her sister nJune
Miller, my brother nDoug and his wife nMaebelle and our
own children and their families as well as a number of close
friends also were involved and extremely helpful.
Twila was worn down, fatigued, nearly overwhelmed and
traumatized before I even came home. She had visited me in
Hospital every day, whether in Simcoe (35 trips) or Hamilton
(21 trips). She had looked after all of our business affairs,
and helped the several organizations we both volunteer for
gain access to data on my computer which was needed by
those organizations. She had tried to satisfy my daily
requests for information about our family and life in our
hometown. She had supervised the installation of a stairlift, a
ramp, bathroom upgrades and a hospital bed at home before
my arrival. She did research on various walkers and other
assistive devices, and engineered their purchase, and she
looked after me to the very best of her ability. She was a
tower of strength, but she always has been, although never
before so fully tested.

Heroes in the Home and Taking off for Oshkosh
When I got home, I realized how important the advice
given to me before I was discharged was. Even though I had
been forewarned and I think I tried hard, I’m afraid I was still
less than a perfect patient, expecting too much of my
Caregiver ... but she always did her best to deliver.
I am aware of several good friends and neighbours, who
have also required husbands, wives, in-laws, children,
grandchildren and friends and neighbours to become
volunteer home Caregivers, sometimes for many months,
even years. Sometimes their patients are on the road to
recovery, other times the disease is chronic, long-term or
even terminal. Thank you Don, Gerald, Cec, Marlene,
Frances, Anne, Daniel, Jackie, Doug, Margaret and Willy for
everything you have done for your beloved patients. And
thank you to all the other volunteer home Caregivers who
have been through one or more of these experiences. I
respect and appreciate you all, and have a much better
understanding of the vital role that each of you and every
other Caregiver plays.
So, if you know someone who is sick at home with family
members, friends or neighbours who are being home
Caregivers, please make an extra effort to share a few kind
words, and ask how they (the Caregivers) are making out,
offer whatever support you can, and generally appreciate,
compliment and encourage them. And yes, even though
they are volunteers and amateurs, every one of them is
loving, gentle, caring, concerned and personally involved.
Forgotten Angels ... or Superheroes? In my opinion, all of
these Caregivers are both.

who volunteer with the disabled and the dying.
With an aging population, more and more Canadians will
find themselves in the position of the people who gathered at
a local hotel for the ceremony with friends and relatives who
need hands-on assistance if they are to stay out of an
institution.
“We want to foster that sense of community,” explained
Ms. Busing.
Jodi and Lynn Livingstone teamed up to keep their
mother-in-law, Geraldine Livingstone, in her Simcoe home
while she was in the last stages of cancer.
Both women had to take time off from their jobs or book
off work using vacation time - Jodi drove in from Brampton and took turns living with Geraldine for two or three days at a
time. They provided meals, administered medications, and
helped her with her oxygen masks.
In an interview, Lynn, 53, said they couldn't have cared
for Geraldine without the help of “wonderful” neighbours,
who brought them food or took over for a couple of hours to
spell the women off.
“It gave us time to say things you wouldn't have had the
time to say,” added Jodi, 45. “It was a chance to hold her
hand and be with her. It created a strong bond with
everyone.”
Jodi's father, Don MacEwan, was also honoured at the
ceremony, for taking care of his wheelchair bound wife, Ann,
who has had Huntington’s Disease for the past 12 years.
A retired high school teacher, Don, 77, said he doesn't
see what he does as a sacrifice. “It's sort of what you do,” he
said.
Keith and Elaine Shay were named for their work as
volunteer drivers, taking the elderly to appointments and
cancer patients to out-of-town hospitals. Sometimes Keith, a
retired insurance salesman, drives five days a week.
“We don't know if what we do is anything special,” said
Elaine, a retired nurse. “The caregivers at home make a
bigger sacrifice. We're just on the road a lot.”
But from the CCAC's point of view, all the volunteers are
crucial, said Ms. Busing.
Without them, the CCAC would be unable to make up the
difference in care and the patients would end up in hospital
or long-term care facility sooner than needed or “end up
isolated at home,” she said.

p.s. - and thank you, Twila, for being there and just being
you when I really needed you – I guess you really meant it
when you said that stuff about “for better or worse, for richer
or poorer, in sickness and in health” more than 56 years ago!
I love you, Twila!

[Editor’s note: In September, nTwila Cruickshank was
nominated by Sandy Jenkins (my CCAC Case Manager) and
presented with a “Heroes in the Home” Caregiver
Recognition Award by the Hamilton Niagara Brant CCAC
(Community Care Access Centre).]

Heroes in the home
- adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

75th Anniversary of Douglas
DC3 Dakota Aircraft

Some of them have spent years caring for a spouse or an
elderly parent, putting their lives on hold in order to keep
loved ones out of a nursing home or hospital.
One woman has looked after her son, who has Down
Syndrome, for more than 30 years. She doesn't drive and
must walk with him wherever he needs to go.
Another woman, upon hearing the news that a friend was
dying of cancer, organized around-the clock shifts among
their friends so the woman could die, as she wished, at
home.
The agency responsible for organizing homecare for the
sick and elderly call these people “Heroes in the Home.”
They are the ones who make sacrifices to add dignity to
the lives of others.
They include people who volunteer in the community, but
more than 90% of the lime, the caregivers are family
members, said Barbara Busing, Senior Director of Client
services for Community Care Access Centre services in the
region.
“It's amazing what some people do - privately and
quietly,” Barbara said before a ceremony in Simcoe to
honour 38 volunteer caregivers in the Haldimand-NorfoIk
area.
This year, the area CCAC has started recognizing people

- contributed by John Donaldson

Douglas Aircraft Company built the first DC3 civil
transport aircraft in 1935. It seated 21 passengers and
became the plane that led to world wide transport before
WW2.
During the war 10,000 were used by military all over the
world and remained the primary transport for years. They
were nicknamed “Gooney Birds”. CWH's DC3 Dakota was
built in 1939 and has flown over 82,000 hours of air time and
12 million miles. It was donated to the museum in 1981 and
was completely rebuilt by them.
In 1990 over 3500 were still flying. Several hundred are
still flying today. I am a member of the Canadian Warplane
Heritage Museum in Mount Hope, best known for flying one
of the two remaining flying Lancaster Bombers. They have
many flying WW2 Canadian warplanes. One is a DC3
Dakota named “Canucks Unlimited” that has 12 seats and is
used to fly members and go to airshows. It is painted as an
RCAF plane who had 2 squadrons 435 and 436 of wartime
DC3's in the far east from India, Burma and China for the
whole war but this is not well known in Canada.
-12-

A Trip to Remember

View out the window with 28 DC3's flying together to EAA Air
Venture Convention at Oshkosh Wisconsin

Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum DC3 Dakota at
Rock Falls, Illinois

For the past 4 years the Museum have flown crew and 12
members to the Experimental Aircraft Association
Convention known as Air Venture in the DC3. This
convention is the largest aircraft fly-in in the world at
Oshkosh Wisconsin, the last week of July. 10,000 aircraft,
which is 10% of all the general aviation in North America and
560,000 people go to EAA yearly. Daily there is huge
airshow and almost all aviation companies are in
attendance. Yearly they have several special shows. This
year it was the 75th anniversary of the DC3 and the Boeing
B-17 bomber. Owners were invited to fly in as many as
possible. They hoped for 25 DC3's. During the week 50
showed up, more in one place at one time than anywhere in
the world since WW2. For those who have watched “Ice
Pilots” on TV, about Buffalo Airways who fly DC3's daily in
the Northwest Territories, they brought one of their DC3's
and our plane were the two from Canada.
We flew from Hamilton to Rock Falls Illinois who also had
a fly-in 2 days before EAA started. There were 28 DC3's and
large crowds. All planes were open and everyone could go
inside and look around. We all took turns talking to the
people. Amazingly, all planes except for paint looked similar
from the outside but almost every one was different inside,
some were the same as the original 21 passenger liners,
many were set up for flying company personnel and CEO's,
many were WW2 set up for paratroopers and moving
supplies. All were in very good condition as the owners
obviously like the museum spent many dollars keeping them
in such good shape. We were all treated like VIP's at both
locations. It was my 8th trip to this convention and when the
planes flew all together to Oshkosh, and 28 landed one right
after the other, it was a magnificent day that will never
happen again. At one time while in the air I could look out
the window and see 12 planes. There were other planes on
the ground after we had landed and more flew in later in the
week. It certainly was different than my previous trips to
Oshkosh, it was a lot of fun and we were treated so well. A
number flew in one airshow. All were supposed to fly but due
to previous very heavy rain they could not line up all those
planes and get them flying together as the grass was too
sloppy to move the heavy planes around. There was a
special dinner for all DC3 people who flew in and we sat with
the Buffalo Airways crew and met 6 people who were on the
“Ice Pilots” TV program.
That was great experience. The museum did a wonderful

job for the passengers. We basically showed up with our
passports and they took care of everything else, meals,
rooms, vans for travel as well as the lovely flights in the very
nice old aircraft and the crew was fabulous. It is almost
impossible to describe the EAA Convention, you have to go
there to see almost every type of plane in the world, they
have a fantastic museum that have 2 flying models of
Charles Lindbergh's “Spirit of St. Louis” airplane, the first
solo flight across the Atlantic and a full model of the Wright
Flyer which was the first airplane to ever fly plus hundreds of
older planes, air force planes from WW1 to now with many
WW2, huge airshows 4 hours long every day with each day
being different, huge camping areas for those who drive in or
fly in and camp. There are thousands of homebuilts and
general aviation regular aircraft and all kinds of airforce
planes. The place is so big that there are dozens of tractorpulled trailers and school buses to move people around.
No other place in the world ever has 10,000 planes on
the ground in a week and American Air Traffic Controllers
consider being accepted to work for free at the convention is
the same as being selected as an umpire in the World
Series!! They only work a half hour at a time before being
relieved. There are often 9 planes landing on 3 large
runways every 2 minutes, 3 on each runway, one at the start
of the runway, one over top landing a third of the way down
on a large painted dot and a third over top of both landing on
another dot two thirds of the way down the runway and all
exit onto the grass as soon as possible. I have landed there
3 times in years past in a 4-place C172 and the experience
is like cars on the QEW going to work but they have it so
down pat it is very safe but it is not done anywhere else in
the world!! Quite an experience for normal pilots that never
fly close to other planes.
If you are ever in Mount Hope at the airport, the Museum
is right there and open 7 days a week. Go for a visit.
Volunteers will take you around and it is a fascinating tour in
a lovely building and beautiful WW2 RCAF aircraft plus
many others.
“The lodge meeting had to be postponed last night,”
nTom Drayson told his wife nVirginia.
“The Supreme Exalted Invincible Unlimited Sixty-ninth
Degree Potentate's wife just wouldn't let him come!”
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Rotary District Governor and V&DF Scholarship
Cause.
She also hopes to put a dent in membership across the
district. She has set an ambitious goal of a 2% membership
increase.
This could be accomplished with the start of the district's
first electronic club. It will allow the Rotary commitment to
become more manageable for some members.
“We're doing that because some Rotarians can't make
the face-to-face meeting,” she explained.
While Karen has a mountain of work ahead of her, she
credits the support of all the clubs – on both sides of the
border – throughout the district.
“We're the best of friends and we're privileged to have
that,” she added.

Delhi Rotarian is first Canadian
woman to oversee district
- adapted from an article by Barbara Simpson in the SImcoe
Reformer

Retirement is often a
time to slow down from the
pace of the working world.
Instead it has offered a
whirlwind of opportunity for
a recently retired banker.
Karen Oakes, who
resides near Vittoria, has
marked the start of her
retirement by becoming
the first Canadian woman
to oversee Rotary District
7090. The Best of Friends
territory sweeps across
southern Ontario and into
Western New York. This
has meant a whirlwind
start for the newly minted
district governor. She and
her husband Wolfgang
Lindemann have a
whopping 73 Rotary clubs
to visit.
Of course, there is also the task of hosting the district
conference this year. She is bringing the three-day
celebration into the county. More than 300 Rotarians and
spouses are expected to attend the conference from Sept,
24 to 26.
“It was a dream,” she said. “I would never have done it if I
didn't know I had the full support of the three (Norfolk) clubs.”
Karen, however, has been preparing for this new level of
commitment for the last two and a half years. She and Wolf
underwent extensive training in San Diego, learning the way
of the Rotarian like the palms of their hands. Karen was
schooled in how to build membership, how to be comfortable
speaking in public and how to handle conflicts.
“There's a great process* she said.
Karen has quickly ascended up the Rotarian ranks. She
first became a member of the Rotary Club of Delhi in the fall
of 1995. She quickly “fell in love with It,* seeing firsthand
personal growth from the experience. It Instilled in her how
to be a better employee, she added.
When the dream of becoming district governor
blossomed into a reality, Karen realized that she would have
to retire from her job at the Bank of Montreal to devote her
energy to the district. She has been slowly transitioning into
the position; first as choice, then district governor designate
for six months, followed by district governor nominee for a
year and later district governor elect.
Now as district governor, Karen’s first 10 weeks have
been a whirlwind of Rotary clubs and their projects. Some of
the smaller clubs have proven amazing in their commitment
to their work.
“They do a lot of interesting things,” Wolf said. “You think
it would be cookie cutter, but they're doing all the unique
things for their community.”
Rotarians don't only touch their home country. They also
touch the lives of citizens of Impoverished nations. Rotarians
have fundraised to drill wells and ship over “cargo loads of
books and soccer balls,” Karen added.
The eradication of polio is a cause close to Karen’s – and
all Rotarians' – hearts. She realizes It may not happen
during her reign, hut she hopes to put a great dent in the

V&DF Scholarship winner
juggles sports, academics and
volunteering
- adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

For Katie Wever, who lives in the countryside, taking
high school classes at home wasn't as easy as it first
sounded.
Learning is done over the Internet, and the Silver Hill
resident spent the first three years of her studies on dial-up.
“That was insane,” said Katie, 20, who has won the
Vittoria & District Foundation's $2,500 annual scholarship. “It
was very, very slow and at times very frustrating.”
Things got easier for Katie after high-speed arrived in her
part of the county.
She finished her studies and achieved good marks while
volunteering at the food bank in Port Rowan and the
women's shelter in Simcoe.
She's also a member of the Evelyn Franklin Weavers
Guild at Backus Conservation Area and helped do weaving
presentations to area Grade 5 and 6 classes.
When awarding the scholarship, the Vittoria Foundation
looks for students who combine academic achievement and
community volunteering and of course who also live in the
Vittoria area.
The student must fill out a formal application, supply
references, submit a 1,000-word essay, and be interviewed
by members of the foundation's scholarship committee.
“Often, they are involved in sports and volunteerism,” said
nLinda Vancso, a member of the foundation's scholarship
committee. “They do good works for the community ... It's a
difficult choice always.
“We feel young people are a good investment.”
The foundation started the scholarship in 1997 as a way
“to give back to the community” and to recognize the
achievements of young people in the area, said nDon Fort,
chair of the foundation's scholarship committee.
In September, Katie, whose older sister Cassie won the
same scholarship in 2006, will head to the University of
Guelph to take child, youth, and family studies.
She said she expects to get into some type of social work
and is interested in working with young offenders.
Katie, who works summers in the tourist information
booth in Port Rowan, is also getting a $3,000 entry
scholarship from the university.
She said she chose to be home schooled because she
“didn't like the atmosphere” of high school “at all.”
Katie said she found it “too distracting” after visiting a
local high school.
“I wasn't going to learn a thing,” she said.
The foundation was formed in the wake of the historic
village's bicentennial celebrations. It raises money and helps
-14-

In Support of Katie and Katie’s Essay
support projects in the community through such things as
donations to Norfolk General Hospital and improvements to
the village's historic town hall.

of my own and my sister's home schooling experience we
were encouraged to learn what we wanted when we wanted
to. We were not pushed into learning anything when we
were not ready to learn it. Personally, I did not begin to read
until I was around 10 years old. I struggled with reading quite
a bit, and because of that I only had the confidence to read
picture books. Home schooling gave me the freedom to read
only those books until 10 years old when I picked up my very
first novel. To this day I remember the title of that novel and
how I came about owning it. My Dad is a science teacher
and we were at the Science Teacher's Conference in
Toronto that year. My sister and I would explore the booths
alone or together, but most of the time our parents would
have to run around after us because we would get so excited
to see the booths with snakes, microscopes, bugs, or rocks.
I was drawn to a booth with posters of the universe when my
Mom caught up with me. Eventually I got bored with them
when something caught my eye. The blue cover of The
Castle Key intrigued me and I asked the booth owner if I
could look at it. Before either my Mom or myself realized, I
was sitting on the ground already a few chapters in. The love
of reading captured me in the middle of a Science Teacher's
Conference because that was when the love of reading was
meant to capture me.
When I reached high school age my parents encouraged
me (as well as my sister a few years before me) to decide if I
wanted to continue home schooling or try attending a
traditional school. My sister went to a local high school, but I
did not feet that was most beneficial for me. I searched out
AMDEC, Avon Maitland Distance E-Learning Centre, a
completely online high school based out of Stratford, and
started to do high school through them. I had to register at a
local school, then the local school would register me with
AMDEC. That was the best choice I could have made. It was
through AMDEC that my love of learning could continue to
grow and I could encourage others to learn. I soon became a
Peer Mentor, helping students adjust to the online learning
environment, as well as a Student Representative for the
School Advisory Council (SAC), where I held office hour
chats once a week to talk to students about AMDEC and
take their comments, questions, and concerns to the SAC. It
also was not long before I was involved in almost every club
available from the EarthLinks Environmental Club, to the
Have Your Say Debate Club, to a Busy Beez Craft Club It
was my goal to involve myself in every possible area of high
school and I accomplished that.
During the last part of my home school era and the first
part of my time at AMDEC, my Mom and 1 helped each
other look after a group of children who were also being
home schooled. They would come to our house, normally
around 5 or 6 at a time, and we would plan activities and
crafts for them. I would help them bake bread, assisting the
older ones to figure out the measurements and getting the
younger ones to “play” with the dough and form the loaves. It
was an amazing feeling to be able to see when the light
came on in the child's head and discover the moment when
we have totally captivated their mind with interest. It was at
that moment that I would think to myself, “I just taught this
child something they will remember for the rest of their lives.”
Considering the time-period and era when my parents
started home schooling me it was a fairly radical thing to do.
It was untraditional. Now, home schooling families are
appearing everywhere and resources are becoming much
more available to help them. I owe many things to home
schooling and the situations and events home schooling
exposed me too. It was through home schooling that my love
of learning, and helping to pass on that love of learning,
grew. I got excited when the children would come, and I
could watch them develop and change, learn and grow. If I

- adapted from a Reference Letter for Katie Wever from
nMadaline Wilson
July 9, 2010
To whom it may concern,
This letter is sent to nominate Katie Wever for the 2010
Vittoria & District Scholarship Award. Katie is well qualified to
receive this. In June, she graduated with honours grade 12
from AMDEC. This secondary school programme is offered
online from Stratford. At her recent graduation there, she
was the recipient of the Ontario Principals' Award for student
leadership.
For many years, Katie has played soccer and this year
she is a member of the Tillsonburg Women's Rec Team
where she is a valued player.
Katie has been a member of the Evelyn Franklin Weavers
and Spinners Guild for a decade. She is an accomplished
spinner and knitter and often demonstrates at public
functions throughout the county. She is a jewellery maker
with wire and beads. Look for her work at the Norfolk County
Fair!
She is our newsletter publisher and prints a very polished
paper. She has offered to help my committee produce a
power point show for the Ontario Hand Weavers and
Spinners 2011 Provincial Conference in Woodstock.
About the community in other roles, you can find Katie
helping at the food bank in St.Williams or early evenings
may find her at Women's Services in Simcoe working with
residents’ children who adore her kind, gentle manner.
This is the third summer Katie has worked for Norfolk
County as Port Rowan's Visitor's Centre Assistant. As you
can easily see, she is a winner here also. Visitors and her
team of volunteers find her very helpful, polite and
respectful. Katie has held information meetings with her
volunteers and she always brings cookies she has baked
and cards of thanks to show her appreciation. Last summer
Katie's booth recorded the most visitors in the county! As
well, she is making a promo CD for South Coast Bed and
Breakfast Association.
As you can see, we HATE to see her leave us for
university but she has dreams to fulfill. This young woman
from Silver Hill has already made her mark on her
community. It has been my pleasure to be part of Katie's life,
to enjoy her fun nature, to appreciate her skill and talents
and to work with her in many capacities. Katie would be a
worthy recipient of your scholarship award.

Katie’s Essay
Katie Wever’s essay topic was “Relate a component of your life
(individual, hobby, personal experience) with has influenced your
decisions and choice of future goals.” Here is Katie’s essay.

Many events and situations have influenced my decisions
and choice of future goals. In the fall of 2010 I will be
attending the University of Guelph for the Child, Youth, and
Family Co-op program. Taking this program will open up
numerous options including teaching, work in psychology or
social work, or an avenue involving criminal justice. Although
many events and situations have influenced my decisions
and choice of future goals, home schooling and the
situations I was exposed to due to home schooling probably
influenced me the most.
When my older sister was around 5 years old, my parents
had to decide if they were going to send her to school or
home school her. They settled on home schooling and they
continued with that tradition for me. Throughout the course
-15-

The Kunkels

Katie Wever, 20, of Silver Hill is the 2010 winner of The Vittoria &
District Foundation’s annual scholarship worth $2,500. Presenting
her with a plaque are Don Fort, chair of the Foundation’s
Scholarship committee, and committee member Linda Vancso.

had attended a regular school, I would have never been
exposed to those 6 children. I would have never watched
Sylvie light up when she learned something about horses,
and I would have never been impressed when Zoe brought
me her knitting to show me, or when River discovered a frog
and would go about finding out what type it was with Grace's
help. Home schooling influenced me to get involved with
children, by volunteering at the Food Bank to help families in
need, volunteering at the local Women's Shelter as a Parent
Relief Worker, and now, going into the Child, Youth, and
Family program. In May 2009, I traveled to Costa Rica to
help an underprivileged school there. I personally raised
money that would help the school get clean, fresh water,
school supplies, and bathroom facilities. Although it is hard
to pin point just one event that influenced my choices later in
life, I can say with complete confidence that home schooling
helped shape me into a person capable of and willing to help
others, and intensely interested in helping to create positive
environments in which children can learn and grow. No
matter where I go from here my decisions and goals will
always reflect this, including my community-minded
volunteer choices as well as my choice of post-secondary
programs.

Herman and Sandy Kunkel - Photo by Roselestudio.ca

said, “Never be less than what you are!” Herman never
forgot those words ... 1978 saw the opening of Central
Refrigeration and by 1986 the business had moved to the
Park Road location. In 1995 Herman and Sandy sold Central
Refrigeration and went sailing down along the eastern
seaboard and to the Bahamas. It wasn't long before Herman
had the itch and started Access Mechanical in 2000. In 2002
his son and daughter-in-law, Mike and Cheryl, joined In and
purchased the service portion.
Which brings us to ALLPARTS Heating and Cooling
Supplies, Mike has moved ACCESS across the parking lot
(to 40 Park Road) while Sandy and Herman opened
ALL-PARTS, which is as advertised ... “They have all your
heating and cooling needs”.
Sandy and Herman contribute their success to hard work
(lots of hours), good family support and believing in what
they are doing. Herman still loves the challenge of the daily
business and continues to learn everyday. The systems
today are a lot more complex than those early days ... so
keeping up with the latest and greatest Is important to
Herman. Customers keep coming in with questions about
their systems, and to pick up filters. All seemed to know
Herman and respected his opinion. Like he said, they may
come in as a customer, but they leave as a friend. His
business caters to the general public as well as many local
contractors.
At 68 years, Herman seems like he will never stop, he
really does enjoy his customers and the work he does. He
has spent the last 40 years working on everything
imaginable so if you have a question about, well anything,
heating or cooling even appliance-related, stop in to 56 Park
Road Simcoe and ask ... I bet Herman will have an answer!
One more thing, Sandy and Herman are also very
involved in our community, with their church, The Simcoe
Gospel Chapel, and help with House of Hope in Haiti. Very
Cool! Great work Herman and Sandy!

Herman and Sandy Kunkel
- adapted from an article by by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub

There aren't a lot of fellows around who have seen as
much as nHerman Kunkel has in his heating and cooling
business. Over the years Herman has seen it all – and fixed
it!
The guy started out In 1960 as an electronic tech working
at Westbrook's Electric and in 1965 took a course in
commercial refrigeration and stayed with Westbrook's until
1968 when he ventured out on his own (Herman Kunkel
Appliance Service) which he ran out of his home. Those
were tough days starting out – he and nSandy had already
been married 4 years, had one child and another on the way.
Herman says, “I remember picking up the phone to see if it
was working – no one was calling.” Word soon spread and
over the years Herman and Sandy built their business.
Herman remembers the best business advice he received in
those early days, from a very successful businessman who
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Pottahawk, Stargazing and Running the Marathon
2nd Annual Pottahawk Swim &
Turkey Point Run
- adapted from an article by by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub

Well, the Second Annual Pottahawk to Turkey Point swim
picked up where it left off last year and by that I mean at six
am last Sunday there was a strong east wind with waves
a-crashing and awesome swells rolling into Turkey Point as
we prepared to leave by boat for the ride out to Pottahawk. I
looked over at Scot Brockbank – organizer, swimmer, and
owner of Runner's Den in Port Dover (great store by the
way). And we both shook our heads and kinda laughed ...
Identical weather from a year earlier ... which meant a tough
swim for the swimmers and a fun paddle for the kayakers!
If you are wondering why we kayakers tag along, well the
swimmers tend to spread out and each swimmer has a
paddler with him or her to add support, carry food and water
and keep the swimmer safe – in case of emergency. We
have a lead pontoon boat (Scot's dad's boat) and Mike
Margetan brings his 50 footer as the back up safety boat
that brings up the rear.
Just after 7 am with the sky in a cold grey mood and
water churning around at its best at 60-degree temperature
our swimmers hit the water. Fran Payne, Scot Brockbank,
John Rolfe, Steve Tomajko, Wayne Boswell, Pat Kunkel,
Danny Plonka and Chris Peters began their swim. The
water relentlessly pounded against their bodies as the group
set their pace and relaxed into their front crawl, methodically
making the long 10K swim to the shore of Turkey Point.
Slowly the swimmers separated from each other, each
finding strength to push on with every stroke ... I marvelled at
their sheer determination as Mother Nature tossed them
around at her own free will ... but no one stopped – they
carried on. They carried on because each was thinking
about someone they had lost or someone they knew who
was battling cancer. They were swimming for them ... raising
money to help at NGH. Each swimmer has their own story ...
and they let their swim speak for that story. The first
swimmer hit the beach In Turkey Point in around 2 hours
and 83 minutes (Chris Peters ... The guy Is a machine in
the water). The rest would reach land here and there in the 2
hours afterwards. All eight finished what they started ... cold,
tired and jubilant and thinking of those whom they had swum
for.
The human spirit never dies. It lives in each and everyone
of us. It conquers. It defies logic. It takes the Impossible and
makes it possible. It gives us hope ... someday ... someday
... cancer will be beaten. Why? Because of the human spirit!
Want to do it again next year?
These folks that swam completed a year-long training
process under the guidance of Scot Brockbank and if you
are interested in getting involved give Scot a call. Training
starts In October. Call 519-583-3100 Runners Den. Scot
wanted to thank all the folks that helped with this event!
Great job!

The telescope at Eco-Adventures Observatory has been a popular
attraction this past summer

viewing as well, using laser pointers trained at the heavens
to describe what can be seen with the naked eye. “Coming
in August, is the Perseus meteor shower which will fall into
the Earth's atmosphere” at an estimated rate of 60 meteors
per hour. “It will put on quite a show” explained Bob. “Bring
your lawn-chair and watch it.”
“We have a core team that could be working year-round”
noted Bob. “The Observatory will be great during the winter
months because there will be no heat haze in the winter.”
Overall, the Eco-Adventures facility is “getting the
numbers” they hoped for, said Bob. “Often someone who
calls can't get in the same day because it's fully booked. You
have to book in advance to be sure.” Customers are drawn
from Toronto, the GTA London, Kitchener, “all over” said
Bob, “and most reserve through the internet.”
For information call: 586-9300 or visit the website:
www.lpfun.ca

Cindy Gekiere completes
Honolulu Marathon
- adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer

Cindy Gekiere wanted you to help her get to Hawaii.
The Port Ryerse woman was not looking for a free
vacation with sun, sand and surf; she wanted to run in a 40
km marathon in Honolulu.
All pledges she took with her went to the Canadian
Diabetes Association.
But first Cindy, a registered nurse who co-ordinates
diabetes education in Haldimand and Norfolk counties, had
to raise a minimum of $6,100 to qualify for Team Diabetes, a
group of runners who travel the country and the world taking
part in marathons.
Members of the team seek pledges and then join a
marathon somewhere, such as the annual runs held in
Toronto and Calgary. Sometimes they end up in far-flung
places like Rio de Janeiro or Hawaii.
Team Diabetes is a fundraising program for the CDA that
has brought in $22.5 million over the past 10 years.
Cindy counsels people living with diabetes every day and
knows the value of the CDA's work educating the public and
funding research - and how important exercise is in
controlling their condition.
The 49-year-old took up running in September 2009 after
years of imploring diabetics to get active.
“I was tired of telling people what to do and I wasn’t doing
it myself,” she explained.
Cindy started running every week and completed a

Eco-Adventures for Stargazers
Long Point Eco-Adventures guides Steve Martin,
Payden Shrubb and Adam VanPaassen are teaching a
sold-out crowd of stargazers how to find the rings of Saturn,
the moons of Jupiter and even the orbiting Space Station at
Eco-Adventure's new Observatory According to general
manager Bob Foster, “This summer is going awesome. The
Observatory is full every Friday and Saturday night” for their
90 minute presentation, which includes an introductory video
and viewing the heavens through the hi-tech telescopes.
The guides “take 20 people each time” on an outdoor
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Marathon in Honolulu an Cody’s Return
five-kilometre run in
Montreal in October, 2009.
She said she feels the
difference since she
started running. “It's
working out. It feels good.”
For diabetics, exercise is a
must. It helps control blood
sugar levels, cholesterol
and blood pressure.
Modern devices such
as riding lawnmowers and
snowblowers have taken
exercise out of our
everyday lives, she said.
“In our world, exercise
is a choice,” said Cindy. “It
used to be mandatory.
You had to, to survive.
Now you have a choice.
People are not making
good choices.
“We're made to do
physical activity.”
Team Diabetes has more than 1,000 team members,
about two-thirds of which are living with the disease, said the
team's director, Fred DeFina.
DeFina said he expects to have 250 runners participate in
the Honolulu run this December.
When it enters a marathon, the team's goal is to simply
finish the run, he said.
“It's an accomplishment,” Fred DeFina said. “If you have
diabetes and you finish a 26-mile run, it's quite an
accomplishment for someone like that.”
[Editor’s note: I spoke briefly with Cindy in early January. She
had successfully completed her 40 km marathon on December 12.
She was one of 22,000 runners who participated and called it an
“amazing, incredible, and inspirational experience”. She had raised
pledges totalling $12,750 for the Canadian Diabetes Association.
Splendid work, Cindy!]

Cody LeCompte, 19, is seen with Debbie Laevens of Bridge Yachts
in Port Dover where he had a part-time job while attending high
school. moments after his safe arrival home from Cuba.

insist it was not Cody's fault.
The St. John's Road family is said to have spent about
$30,000 since the late April accident. Following a meeting
last Wednesday (July 28) between Canadian and Cuban
officials it was agreed that Cody could return to Canada in
exchange for the promise to appear at a future trial – if that
occurs. Cody's family posted a $2,000 bail. The Canadian
government is said to have pointed out that the continuation
of this case could have a negative impact on Canadian
tourists visiting Cuba.
A neighbour of the LeCompte family Sherri Flynn who is
Cody's aunt, explained to The Maple Leaf on Monday, “at
this point they (Cuban officials) have not yet signed off as
they were expected to do on Friday.”
She added everyone is hoping, and expecting, to get the
government's release today (Monday) enabling Cody, his
mother Danette and an uncle to leave the island country on
a Tuesday flight and be in Toronto by Tuesday afternoon.
The family's holiday in Cuba was arranged through Sunwing
Vacations of Toronto (a Canadian owned tour operator).
That company has assured the family they will have airline
seats for them for that Tuesday flight back to Canada.
If all goes as planned for Tuesday, the neighbours have
organized a 'welcome home Cody' greeting at the family
home 983 St. Johns Road west for an unspecified time but
probably in the late afternoon or early evening. Sherri Flynn
hopes to have people lining the street for the arrival home
and a big cake to celebrate their safe return. It is known the
Toronto media will be at the airport to speak with Cody and
his mother about their Cuban crisis. For all those reasons

Cody LeCompte expected
home from Cuban crisis
- adapted from two articles in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

A St. John's Road family has had to endure their own
Cuban crisis. After 13 weeks of detention in that island
country, Cody LeCompte, age 19, was expected to be back
in Canada yesterday (Tuesday) – after The Maple Leaf's
press deadline.
Late Monday afternoon, the Hamilton television station
broadcast an interview indicating that final paperwork
allowing Cody to leave Cuba had not yet been fully
processed. The Canadian government intervened in the
situation last week and it is expected that all necessary
documents and clearances will be provided by the Cubans to
allow Cody to return to Canada on Tuesday
Cody has been employed at Bridge Yachts in Port Dover
during his high school years and was originally expected to
work there this summer.
He was driving a rental car accompanied by his mother
Danette LeCompte, her cousin and a friend. In late April the
vehicle they were in was hit broadside by a dump truck.
Cuban law dictates that accidents be treated as a crime
when a tourist is driving and a local person is seriously
injured. As a result, Cody LeCompte has been detained in
what has been described as a Cuban “resort” since. Those
in the rented LeCompte vehicle at the time of the accident
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Finally, Cody comes Home and Summerfest
the arrival time is guessed to be about 6:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Debbie Laevens at Bridge Yachts told The Maple Leaf
that “our Cody” has been a part-time employee for five years
during his student years at Holy Trinity High School. Since
graduation this spring he has been accepted at Sault
College in its aviation program, saying “he was really
pleased about that because he wants to be a pilot.” Debbie
Laevens said there was a donation box at Bridge Yachts to
support Cody but now an account has been established at
TD Canada Trust in Simcoe and anyone wishing to help with
the family's expenses should make their deposit there. While
working at Bridge Yachts Mrs. Laevens stated Cody was a
good worker, some of his duties included assisting
customers in the retail store, stocking shelves, as well as
polishing boats and other tasks.

been rained out, so it's been a quagmire,” said Al Reid,
president of the Turkey Point Summerfest Company.
Yesterday's lack of midday rain made all the difference in
participation. Summerfest's traditional breakfast in the park
attracted 713 hungry people in the morning. It was followed
by a sizable crowd for the karaoke contest and the Show &
Shine Car Show. In fact, 105 vintage cars were entered into
Sunday's car show.
Al Reid credits this influx of attendance all to Mother
Nature.
“One, we've had the weather on our side,” Al said.
“Participation in all the events is way up.”
This year, Summerfest organizers added the Turkey Trot
to its slate of activities. The five-kilometre run, jog or walk,
depending on your athletic abilities – drew close to 100
participants yesterday. Saturday's bed race also proved
popular with 13 teams signing on for the challenge.
Organizers attempt to keep festivities affordable, so all
families can participate in the weekend, Al added. His
continuing vision for the event comes from his childhood.
Growing up in Lynedoch, his family would head over to
Otterville to enjoy a summer gathering with the rest of the
community.
“We tailor our events to the old community picnic,” he
said.
But it wasn't only the Turkey Point Park humming with
activity. There was plenty of sand, surf and schooling at the
beach over the weekend.
County aquatics staff, accompanied by Buckles the
Lifejacket, were schooling local families on water safety.
Parents eagerly signed their children up for the Swim to
Survive challenge, an initiative of the Lifesaving Society.
“We have a boat and we only live five minutes down the
road, so we're always here,” said Nicole Matzig of Turkey
Point who signed up her two children Eve, 7, and Blake, 6,
tor the challenge.
The brother and sister were taken out by a lifeguard into
Lake Erie. They had to perform a few tasks in order to prove
their swimming abilities and earn certificates.
“We take them out, roll them into deep water, (they) tread
water for a minute and then swim 50 metres,” explained
Alexandra Macovik, the county's water safety awareness
promoter.
Being prepared to swim to safety in case of an accident is
important for children, Alexandra explained. The water safety
awareness promoter has spent some of her summer
charting the alarming number of drownings in Canada this
year.
“There was a week where we had 10 drownings in a row,”
she said.
This is eerie news for Nicole Matzig. She is already
planning to enroll both her children in swimming lessons next
spring.
“It's scary,” Nicole said. “It means you think people aren't
doing quite enough to monitor their children”
There was also plenty of clowning around among friends
on the beach.
Jeremy Romanowski, 18 and Jacob Goonoo, 18, both
of Brampton, buried their friend David Kuncik, 18, of
Oakville, in the sand yesterday. Jacob Goonoo comes to
Turkey Point every summer.
“We camp and rent cottages,” he explained.
One of the attractions for these young men is, of course
the ladies.
“There are girls everywhere,” Jeremy Romanowski said.
When asked what is his favourite thing about Turkey
Point, David Kuncik, with his body and head covered in
mounds of sand, didn't miss a heat.
“The stars are beautiful,” he quipped.

Cody LeCompte is safely back home.
He arrived at his family's Walsh home at 11 p.m. to a
front yard filled with about 100 cheering friends, neighbours
and family members. A large lighted sign in front of the
house illuminating the front yard and road declared 'Family &
Friends Welcome You Home Cody'.
Cheers went up when the black limo turned into the
driveway Family and friends rushed to it when it stopped and
the rear door opened. Hugs and handshakes followed. One
woman asked, “when are you coming back to work Cody?”
as she gave the 19-year-old hero a big hug. It was Debbie
Laevens, wife of Bridge Yachts co-owner Steve Laevens.
Cody has been a part-time employee there during his years
at Holy Trinity High School. His reply was drowned out by
laughter and more “welcome home!” greetings.
What was to be a one-week vacation in Cuba ended
abruptly on April 29 when the rental car he was driving with
his mother, a cousin and the cousin's fiancee (a local
woman) as passengers was struck broadside by a dump
truck. All four suffered injuries. Cody has insisted that he
was not to blame for the accident. Under Cuban law, any
accident involving a tourist when a Cuban national is injured
is treated as a criminal matter. As a result, Cody was
prevented from leaving the country until the investigation
was completed and authorities signed his release. That
all-important signature was withheld until Thursday.
His mother, Danette LeCompte stayed in Cuba much of
the time that Cody was being held there by authorities. It has
proven to be a drain on personal finances.
After being detained for three months the Canadians flew
out of Cuba on Friday, August 6, arriving in Toronto at about
7:30 p.m. Cody told the crowd at his welcome home
reception that the first thing he did on arrival was to kiss the
Canadian soil.
Someone in the crowd Friday evening called out, asking
Cody if he will ever go back to Cuba. His reply was he will go
back if ordered for a court hearing, “but I’ll never go back to
Cuba for a holiday, never.

Summerfest success
- adapted from an article by Barbara Simpson in the Simcoe
Reformer

Mother Nature didn't cry herself a river this weekend, so
neither did organizers of this year's Turkey Point
Summerfest.
Instead of a repeat performance of previous rainy
week-ends, organizers of the Turkey Point staple were
beside themselves with the size of the crowd due to the
sunny weather. Even on an overcast Sunday, the local
community and tourists were milling around Turkey Point
Park and the neighbouring beach.
“The last two Sundays (over the last two years) we've
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New Winery and Old Barns
Opening of Wooden Bear L
Winery
- adapted from the Norfolk Hub (Courtesy of South Coast Wines)

A new winery has opened its doors In the south central
Ontario region. Wooden Bear L is the newest facility to
commercialize in the Simcoe, Ontario area and have located
their facility at 801 Norfolk Street South. The winery
specializes in wines produced from fruit (other than grapes)
produced on the glacial sand plain deposits from the last ice
age, which adds a distinctive flavour to the wine.
nKim Ludwig, CEO of Wooden Bear L, is very pleased
with the development of wine production capacity within the
region. Kim indicated that “we have opened our doors
because we see a wonderful opportunity to produce high
quality wines locally”. This local flavour is apparent in all of
their wines. “Wooden Bear L is producing high quality wines
using family-grown apples and locally produced cherries”.
Kim is confident in the success of the winery in the region,
and looks forward to continued development of the business.
Wooden Bear L is a founding member of the Ontario
South Coast Wineries and Growers Association (OSCWGA).
The OSCWGA Is committed to developing a vibrant and
distinctive wine industry in Ontario's South Coast that Is a
part of a community that is committed to diverse, active and
healthy lifestyles.
Mike McArthur, Chair of the Board of Directors of the
OSCWGA is thrilled with the announcement. “Wooden Bear
L adds another important wine producing facility in the
region, and the OSCWGA Is very supportive of their
endeavours” says Mike. “And the timing of the opening of a
new winery, especially after such a great growing season,
coincides with the first-ever grape harvest to start In
approximately a week at another new grape winery, Burning
Kiln Winery.”
Dr. John Kelly, vice president of Erie Innovation and
Commercialization applauds the developments. “Not only do
these ventures enrich the economic activity within the region,
they show others the value of diversifying our agricultural
activity and supports the entrepreneurial culture” said Dr.
Kelly.
Wooden Bear L Winery will operate on a schedule
directed at weekend traffic. Hours of operation are 3-7 pm on
Friday, 10-6 pm on Saturday and Noon to 6 pm on Sunday.
For more information on Wooden Bear L, please contact Kim
Ludwig at 1-519-426-1100.
Burning Kiln Winery's vineyard is located at 1725 Front
Road, St. Williams, Ontario. The winery retail operation and
sales will open in May 2011.
The OSCWGA is leading the development of the grape
and fruit wine sector in the region, and has the objective of
creating a unique designated viticulture area in the province.

This one still serves some purpose. Square hay bales
and straw bedding are stored for bred-heifers wintered in the
east barnyard. The dim cow byre has various gates and
pens to temporarily accommodate bulls with sore feet or new
cow/calf twosomes which need watching.
There is also space for assorted fowl, a pet pig, and
generations of biblical proportion of barn cats. However, the
black-and-white world of insurance forms and bottom lines is
not the only way to assess this edifice. One can pay heed to
the past and appreciate this old barn's pleasing decay.
In little more than a generation, the empty barns that
scatter the countryside will all be gone.
This is a bank barn, a popular style a century ago in
Norfolk County. Accessibility to two levels from the exterior
was achieved by building either into a hillside or, as in this
case, a ramp leading to upper-level doors was created from
fill.
Usually the lower-level walls were made of fieldstone,
cordwood, or cement, while the upper-level walls were of
durable cedar. The functional design positioned livestock
below and their fodder and bedding above.
Whereas a modern barn is a monument of
mechanization, this bank barn is a memorial of human
hands. Barn framers shaped the massive beams with
broadaxes, turned augers to make holes for pins, pounded
wooden mauls against mortise axes and splitting-wedges,
and chopped and hewed and cleaved with framing hatchets.
The brawn of these men is fossilized in the skeleton of
the barn.
The hands of past generations grabbed the ladders which
stretch to the rafters and cupolas. They pulled the ropes,
thick as fire hoses, which dangle from pulleys just under the
ridge pole and whittled the door handles, bar latches, and
pegs in spare moments. And naturally, they milked the cows
that once stood in the stanchions in the byre and harnessed
and curried the workhorses.
Now the twitter of barn swallows perched on lofty beams,
their pointless chatter filling the air along with dust particles,
never seeming to settle, as if perpetually in outer space.
Though autumn, winter, and spring pass by outside, summer
always lingers here in the mow in the meadowy smell of hay.
But this detail registers on an adult; to really see the
wonder of an old barn you have to come here with children.
The hay mow is a thrilling place where youngsters can
climb pyramids, jump across crevasses, and balance on
broad beams. The treacherous gaps between bales are
booby-traps for stubby legs. Adults know that the holes are
shallow, but children think they are bottomless.
The four hay chutes in the floor are trapdoors to another
world. Although children may have just been on the lower

Ontario's historic farm
buildings
- adapted from an article by Patricia Desjardins - in OUT HeRe
magazine

Long ago this barn was somebody's pride and joy.
Passersby saw it dominating the farmstead and thought,
“successful farm.” Nowadays its status has changed from
asset to liability, at least on paper, due to outmoded wiring,
crumbling foundation, and breaches of building code.
Nearly every agricultural advance diminished the
usefulness of these old barns. The advent of tractors, the
evolution to large dairy and swine herds, and beef producers'
preference for round hay bales necessitated different
buildings.
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“Roli the Goalie” now with Tampa Bay Lightning
level, by going outside and entering the mow, they lose all
sense of direction. They peer down apprehensively as
fearsome things surely lurk in the shadows.
This generation, which has only gotten eggs from
refrigerators, finds the warmth of eggs retrieved from under
chickens nesting in mangers or on ledges about the barn,
delightful.
Our countryside lacks castles or a coliseum but it does
still have a few old barns, for awhile anyway. To repair them,
or tear them down, takes time and money - two items always
in short supply. They are decaying slowly so spend time in
one while you can.
Better yet, take some children with you.

Ohlund said. “Whether he’s played on good teams or teams
like the Islanders who struggled this year, he’s performed
well. He gives us another veteran presence and I’m sure it’s
going to help our team.”
Roloson’s route to Tampa has been a long road with
many ups and down. When asked if there was a turning
point in his career, he said there have been many. He has
previously played for the Calgary Flames, Buffalo Sabres,
Minnesota Wild, Edmonton Oilers, and New York Islanders
during his professional career. He is often affectionately
referred to by his fans as “Roli”, which is on his mask,
Dwayne “The Rock” or even “Roli, the Goalie”.

Roli savouring new start

Roloson traded to Tampa Bay

- adapted from an article by Jacob Robinson in the Simcoe
Reformer

In the span of a day, Dwayne Roloson went from the
backup on the league’s second-worst team to the starter on
one of the league’s best teams.
The Tampa Bay Lightning have acquired goaltender
Dwayne Roloson from the New York Islanders in exchange
for defenceman Ty Wishart, Vice President and General
Manager Steve Yzerman announced.
“In this trade we give up a promising, former first-round
pick. We wish him luck in the Islanders organization,”
Yzerman said. “In Roloson we have acquired a proven,
veteran goaltender who will provide stability in net.”
Roloson, 6-foot-1, 170 pounds, has played in 20 games
with the Islanders this season, posting a 6-13-1 record, a
.916 save percentage and a 2.64 goals-against average. He
leads all New York goaltenders each category as well as
games played.
A native of Simcoe, Ontario, Roloson has played in 532
career NHL games, posting a career 2.66 goals-against
average and a .910 save percentage. He was named to the
2004 NHL All-Star Game. Roloson has played in 33 career
Stanley Cup Playoff games, posting an 18-12 record with a
.915 save percentage and a 2.56 goals-against average.
Roloson was originally signed as an undrafted free agent
by the Calgary Flames on July 4, 1994.
It’s not difficult to figure out why Dwayne Roloson may
just be playing his best hockey in his 40s. You only have to
watch him do his job in net.
Roloson, acquired by the Lightning from the Islanders
January 1, spent tireless hours transforming his style in the
middle of his career and has left everything on the ice each
night since.
“He’s a battler,” Lightning coach Guy Boucher said. “I saw
it in his attitude and his drive. When you play teams like that
and you see the goaltender going after every little shot, you
know that these guys are hard to beat. It’s like Tim Thomas
in Boston. You think you have him beat. You’ve got him
beat. It’s an open net. Then his glove or his stick comes out
of nowhere. Those guys are hard to beat and it wears you
down. You keep knocking on the door, knocking on the door.
That’s why I find he’s at a level where you could say he’s
30-years old.”
If the Lightning players didn’t know enough about the
41-year-old Roloson, they got a really good look at him
December 22 in Long Island. Roloson stopped 34 of 35
shots, sending Lightning players back to the bench shaking
their heads and then back to the bus with a loss. He made
saves that looked easy because he was in great position and
others on shots that looked like sure goals.
Just short of two weeks later, Roloson did the same in his
first Lightning start by shutting out the Capitals with 34 saves
in a stirring, 1-0, overtime victory.
“He’s proven himself to be a very good goaltender in this
league for a lot of years,” Lightning defenceman Mattias

Simcoe’s Dwayne Roloson is hoping he can muster some
of that 2006 playoff magic after being traded mid-season for
the second time in his career.
The now 41-year-old took a struggling Edmonton Oilers
team all the way to the Stanley Cup final after being traded
there from the Minnesota Wild at the trade deadline a few
seasons ago. Now he’ll be shouldering the load in Tampa
Bay after being shipped from the New York Islanders in
exchange for prospect Ty Wishart.
“I’m pretty excited obviously, going from where I was on
the Island to a team that’s in first place in their division. It’s a
big change and it’s a change that I’m excited (about) and
looking forward to,” Roloson told QMI Agency in a phone
interview Friday.
In his first game with his new team — still wearing an
Islanders paint job on his mask — Roloson stole the show
against the high-powered Washington Capitals, registering a
34 save shutout as the Lightning scored a 1-0 overtime
victory.
“In the locker room it was really exciting, everyone was
really excited about the win,” said Roloson. “They had some
tough games against them a couple times, they didn’t play
their best hockey prior to me getting there.”
The following night in Pittsburgh didn’t go quite as
smoothly, as Roloson was chased from the net after giving
up four first period goals. He would return, but the Lightning
ended up on the wrong end of an 8-1 score.
“The team was really excited about the way the
Washington game went and unfortunately we left a lot of
emotions on the ice and the next game we didn’t play as well

Roli the Goalie makes another big save for his new team,
the Tampa Bay Lightning.
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as we should’ve,” he said.
The loss was a small bump on what’s been an otherwise
turnaround season for the Lightning. The organization had
found itself at the bottom of the standings and in the midst of
an ownership power struggle in recent years. Since then, a
new owner has emerged, the team lured hall of famer Steve
Yzerman out of Detroit to serve as general manager and
2008 top pick Steven Stamkos has become an elite level
talent.
On Saturday, Roloson was already back in winning form,
leading the Lightning to a 2-1 victory over the Ottawa
Senators. Roloson made 31 saves.
“Emotions are great, everyone’s excited for playoff time,
which is what you want from your team,” said Roloson. “You
want to be excited, you want to be looking forward to playing
in the playoffs. Everybody is right now, and that’s the best
part about this time of year, having an opportunity to play in
the playoffs. You look forward to it and everyone wants to
excel.”
Even on one of the worst teams in the league, Roloson
still managed three wins in as many games to earn the
NHL’s player of the week honours in late December with
New York.
Roloson’s new squad is the only team in the entire
Eastern Conference to have a top eight position but a minus
goal differential. Lightning coach Guy Boucher and the rest
of the team are looking to improve that with their new
netminder. Having done this once before, Roloson said
getting traded is never easy and staying focused is key.
“It is tough on the family, tough on you, but at the same
time, it’s a business,” he said. “It’s a side of the business that
not a lot of people get to see first-hand. It’s the ugly side of
our sport, but you deal with it and that’s all there is to it.
You’ve just got to go with the flow and be ready to play when
you get the opportunity to play.”
Roloson has a mark of 8-14-1, which primarily came
playing behind the lowly Islanders. He still boasts a very
respectable .918 save percentage and 2.61 goals against
average, numbers that are likely to improve in the season’s
second half with Tampa Bay.
“There’s a lot of differences but at the same time
(between New York and Tampa Bay), both organizations are
great organizations and it’s a great honour to play for the
Islanders and it’s just another chapter behind me,” he said.
“So I just have to go and do my job here with a new team
and hopefully we have success in the playoffs.”

THE GREEN SHEET
The green sheet is new this year, and deals only with
contributions to the Annual Spaghetti Dinner and Auction.
including information about tax receipts for items donated to
be auctioned or given as prizes. Anyone can donate.
If you are planning to contribute one or more items to the
2011 Auction, please complete the green sheet, sign it, and
return it to your usual contact or mail it to P.O. Box 45,
Vittoria, ON, N0E 1W0. Or you may contact Roger
Cruickshank (519) 426-0234 (e-mail godfather@kwic.com).
A detailed description of your donated items will help us
place them in the appropriate category. (Please make sure
you indicate whether you want a receipt or not). Thank you
to all contributors!

AUCTION SURVEY 2010
Those of you who attended our 2010 Auction had the
opportunity to complete a survey, critiquing our meal and
Auction presentation. 148 surveys were turned in. They were
thoroughly assessed by a skilled independent consultant. As
we expected, most people were very happy with our event.
Based on your responses, nearly every category was
evaluated at over 90% satisfaction, with the lowest category
approval rating being in the upper 80% range.
We know that our presentation is not perfect. Still, the
survey results were most gratifying, and provided the
motivation, incentive and opportunity to tweak and finesse
some of our procedures. We thank everyone who took time
to complete the survey.

LESS ‘PRE-RESERVED’ SEATING
One suggestion we took to heart was the issue of too
many seats being ‘pre-reserved’ (before 4:00 pm). This has
been a perennial problem, and we have finally decided to
limit the pre-reserved reserving to a very limited number.
We hope that the first person in when the doors open at
4:00 pm will find approximately 300 unreserved seats.
Happy Hunting!

TICKET DISTRIBUTION
The tickets for the Auction will be handled by distributors
as in the past, with only minor changes. Please remember
that your ticket not only gains you access to the event, but
also provides us with your necessary Auction Bidder
Registration information.
Since some tickets were being sold and stubs returned
with very little of the necessary information, it was decided
that each previous ticket seller will receive their list
accompanied by information sheets for each patron on their
list. The distributor will be given 2 weeks to contact the
names on their list, fill in the information, collect $20 per
ticket and return information sheets and money to those in
charge of ticket sales. At that time, tickets will be issued with
appropriate names on them.
At the end of the 2-week period, any tickets not sold will
be offered to people on the waiting list. This 2-week period
is January 15-30, 2011. By the time you receive this
newsletter, your ticket distributor should already have
contacted you. If you have not been contacted by your ticket
distributor before the deadline, please make sure you
contact him or her, if you want tickets.
People on the waiting list are contacted on a first-come,
first-served basis as tickets become available. To get one or
more names added to the waiting list, please contact
nGinger Stanley (519) 426-0849 (e-mail
plantationbb@kwic.com), or nJoan Norman (519) 587-4153
(e-mail blindlineacres@bell.net).

Important announcements
from the V&DF - please read!
With this issue of the Vittoria Booster, you should have
received two loose sheets, one mauve (light purple) and one
green.

THE MAUVE SHEET
The mauve sheet is your application for membership in
the V&DF for 2011 and should be familiar to all members.
Please complete the application and return it with your
payment of $20 per member. Our Auditors prefer that we
get payment by cheque or with a credit card, rather than
cash. so they have a ‘paper trail’ they can follow.
In 2010, we set a new record for membership with a
grand total of 307 members joining.The proceeds from
membership dues help pay for the printing and postage for
the Vittoria Booster newsletter, as well as other
administrative supplies and expenses. Congratulations and
thanks to Membership Chair John Donaldson for his
remarkable achievement in 2010.
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Volunteers needed and 2011 Spaghetti Dinner & Auction
VOLUNTEERS WELCOMED
Many of our volunteers have been faithfully on-the-job for
all 14 Spaghetti Dinner & Auction events. Some of us are no
longer able to do as much as we used to, having been
slowed down by age and/or health issues.
Every year it takes close to 80 volunteers to put on a
successful Dinner/Auction. We are always eager to welcome
new volunteers, and we are extending an invitation to
everyone interested to please let us know you are available
and would like to help.
We begin setting up tables and chairs on Friday Morning
(March 18 this year) about 9:00 am, then set up the displays
of contributed items starting before or after lunch and
continuing until finished (usually mid- to late-afternoon).
There is preparation work to be done for the meal Friday
morning, Friday afternoon, Saturday morning, Saturday
afternoon, and the event itself on Saturday evening.
There is also cleanup at the end of the meal, before the
Auction starts, and at the end of the evening before we can
go home. We would be pleased to add your name to our list
of Volunteers. Please contact nRoger Cruickshank at
(519) 426-0234 (e-mail godfather@kwic.com)
We may also need some volunteers to assist at the
Ontario Volunteer Service Awards night reception on
Wednesday June 1, when a significant number of area
volunteers will be recognized for their work on behalf of
numerous organizations. Compared to the Dinner/Auction,
this project is a very easy presentation, but it enhances the
profile of both Vittoria and The Vittoria & District Foundation.

Spaghetti Dinner & Auction
This year’s Spaghetti Dinner and Auction will take place
on Saturday, March 19. A few high-profile contributions have
already been committed – Alec Godden is contributing a
yard and garden Sundial – an item that has proven very
popular in previous Auctions. nTom Haskett and nGary
Cooper are offering their much-in-demand “Cabin Fever
Breakaway” item again. Another copy of the Vittoria
Bicentennial coffee-table book “200 Years of Memories” has
surfaced and will be auctioned. We are sure, although not
yet officially confirmed, that most of our other regular
contributors will be onside. We anticipate another very
successful fundraising event which will allow the V&DF to

This outstanding yard and garden sundial was donated by artist
Alec Godden to our 2003 Auction. Alec is once again creating and
donating a sundial for our 2011 Auction.

continue its important projects and contributions in Vittoria
and the surrounding district.
Each year, we receive incredible support for our Auction
from a large number of individuals and businesses that
support the charitable projects and good works of the
Foundation. Local and area businesses and individuals have
supported the Auction magnificently in the past by donating
time, talent and treasured items for the Live Auction, the
Silent Auction and the Raffle and Door prizes, and now,
eBay too. 2010 was no exception. THANKS are not enough
to show our heart-felt appreciation to those who donated
items, to the 300+ in attendance and to the nearly 80
volunteers who keep this event successful year after year.
Over the years, our Spaghetti Dinner & Auction has been
a significant and consistent source of funds, which has
allowed us to improve and enhance the quality of life for
residents of Vittoria and the surrounding district. The annual
Spaghetti Dinner and Auction is the major fundraising activity
of The Vittoria & District Foundation.
Anyone can contribute ... even you! Everyone can donate
something. Each year so far we have been blessed to
receive many unique and interesting items, often
one-of-a-kind, which have helped us raise money for all of
the worthy community projects we have undertaken or
supported. We are always delighted to receive any of the
following items:
Antiques, Art, Carvings, Clothing (new only, please),
Collectibles, Food, Gift Certificates, Handicrafts, Historical

A toast to the good times as the group celebrates at the
“Cabin Fever Breakaway” of 2008.
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Wrapping it up and Potpourri
Memorabilia, Household items, Metalworks, Services,
Special Interests. Sports, Woodcrafts, and Miscellaneous
other items of interest – no yard sale items, please!
All items should be new (except antiques, collectibles,
and historic memorabilia).
Handcrafted items are always popular.
The auction committee decides where in the Auction to
place the donated articles (Live Auction, Silent Auction,
Raffle or Door Prize or eBay).
If a tax receipt is requested, contributors of items sold by
auction receive a receipt for the selling price. Contributors of
items given as prizes in raffles or draws receive a tax receipt
for the estimated retail value of their donations.

When nGary Cooper, nTom Haskett and nJim Melville were
little boys, they were concerned because they couldn't get
anyone to play with them. They decided it was because they
had not been baptized and didn't go to Sunday school.
So they went to the nearest church. But,
only Ken Smith, the janitor, was there.
Gary said, "We need to be baptized because no one
will come out and play with us. Will you baptize us?"
Sure," said Ken.
He took them into the bathroom and dunked their
little heads in the toilet bowl, one at a time.
Then he said, "You are now baptized!"
When they got outside, one of them asked,
"What religion do you think we are?"
Gary, the oldest one said, "We're not Kathlick,
because they pour the water on you."
"We're not Babtis, because they dunk all of you in the
water," said Tom "and we're not Methdiss, because
they just sprinkle water on you."
Jim, the littlest one said, "Didn't you smell that water?"
Gary and Tom joined in asking,
“Yeah! What do you think that means?”
"I think it means we're Pisskopailians!"

Wrapping it up!
We have been known to occasionally make
mistakes. As time goes by, we seem to do that more
and more often. We apologize for all errors and
omissions.
Items in this newsletter are often excerpted or
adapted from the local newspapers (Simcoe
Reformer, Norfolk Hub, Port Dover Maple Leaf,
Times-Reformer) and other publications, and we
thank them and their writers.

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS
People are illogical, unreasonable, and self-centered.
I WILL LOVE THEM ANYWAY.
If you do good, people will accuse you of
selfish, ulterior motives.
I WILL DO GOOD ANYWAY.
If you are successful, you win false friends
and true enemies.
I WILL SUCCEED ANYWAY.
The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow.
I WILL DO GOOD ANYWAY.
Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable.
I WILL BE HONEST AND FRANK ANYWAY.
The biggest men and women with the biggest ideas
can be shot down by the smallest men and women
with the smallest minds.
I WILL THINK BIG ANYWAY.
People favor underdogs but follow only top dogs.
I WILL FIGHT FOR A FEW UNDERDOGS ANYWAY.
What you spend years building may be
destroyed overnight.
I WILL BUILD ANYWAY.
People really need help but may attack you
if you do help them.
I WILL HELP PEOPLE ANYWAY.
Give the world the best you have and
you'll get kicked in the teeth.
I WILL GIVE THE WORLD THE BEST I HAVE ANYWAY.

Thank you to all contributors of photos, articles
and other materials – Jeffrey Carter, nHelen
Colombus, Michele Crandall, Patricia Desjardins,
nJohn Donaldson, Joan Doyle, Penny Gumbert,
Daniel Pearce, Jacob Robinson, Dave Scott,
Monica Scott, Barbara Simpson, nGertrude
Smith, Monte Sonnenberg, Katie Wever,
nMadaline Wilson, nFrances Winter, Helen
Young; The Port Dover Maple Leaf, The Norfolk
Hub, The Times-Reformer, The Simcoe Reformer,
OUTHeRe magazine, and the worldwide web.
Thank you to nJohn and nCharlotte
Donaldson for stuffing and labelling the
envelopes containing the newsletters, and for
distributing a number of them. Thanks also to
Sheelagh McFarlane and nMary Rutherford for
stamping and mailing the Vittoria Booster
envelopes.

Farmer nDoug Gundry was visited by a friend from
the city, who was walking around the pig pen
when he heard a pig talking.
Amazed, he asked Doug,
"How long have you had this pig?"
“Two years."
"How long has the pig been talking?"
"Two years."
"Great heavens man, why have you
never told anyone about this?"
"Well, I thought he'd outgrow it."

Anyone who wishes to contribute an article
for the next Vittoria Booster, please
contact Roger. All contributed items welcome,
even Letters to the Editor!
The Vittoria & District Foundation
P.O. Box 45 Vittoria, Ontario N0E 1W0
519-426-0234
godfather@kwic.com
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Potpourri

In the summer of 2010, work was started and completed on the
reconstruction of Fireman’s Lane. Here the workers are trowelling
the new curb and gutter.

Santa was taking Christmas orders from youngsters Audrey
Bingleman and Mary Smith at the Women’s Institute’s annual
Christmas luncheon for Vittoria and district seniors at the Vittoria
Town Hall in December.

Also in the summer of 2010, work was started and completed on a
facelift for the Thompson Memorial Park, with particular emphasis
on replacing or upgrading the fencing on both diamonds.

In November, the 26th annual Art & Woodcraft show at the VDCC
seemed less hectic than previous years. Adam Hamill checks out
these unique woodturnings by Ron Bezzo.
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Auction Candids

View of EAA Convention at Oshkosh Wisconsin from the air
as 28 DC3's prepare to land.

Special signage was unveiled in Normandale identifying the hamlet
as one of Norfolk’s Heritage Villages. Among those on hand for the
occasion were, from the left, Norfolk Heritage Committee members
Margaret Zavaros of Delhi, Joyce Miklovich of Wyecombe and
Ross Bateman of Langton and Norfolk Mayor Dennis Travale and
Charlotteville/Windham area Councillor Jim Oliver.
- photo by Monte Sonnenberg

The Vittoria Community Choir survivors assembled for a happy-sad
occasion on December 5, 2010 – their final Christmas Concert.

Friends of Jim and James lovingly remove Jim’s casket from
the horse-drawn hearse and prepare to carry it into
Christ Church for the funeral service.

An overflow crowd of mourners attended the funeral service for Jim
Wies at Christ Church Anglican in Vittoria’s Village Square.
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Potpourri

Ryan Beagle built and drives this #84 stock car in the Esso Mini
Stocks Series at the Ohsweken Raceway. His Dad, Kevin
occasionally takes her out for a spin in the Mechanics Race.

The volunteer potluck party took place both inside the Town Hall
and outside in Lamport Memorial Park

The Vittoria & District Foundation’s Chairman, Ernie Racz visited
with Foundation volunteers Ray and Barb Waldick at the Volunteer
Recognition Potluck dinner at the Vittoria Town Hall.

Sue Small carried photos of her mother Catherine “Kay” Church
and her father Gordon “Jimmie” Church in the Remembrance Day
ceremony at the Waterford Cenotaph.
- photo by Kim Novak in the Simcoe Reformer

nJohn Clayton pulled into Cherwaty’s service station,
walked over to the pop machine, and stared at
the sign, which said $5.00.
“Five dollars for a pop,” he said. “That's incredible.”
“Well, it ain't really five dollars,” said nDon Wittig, the
friendly service station operator. The machine's broke.
I put up an ‘out-of-order’ sign, but people kept putting
their money in anyway, and I had to get it out for them
again, so I put that sign up and I’ve had no trouble since”.

The Vittoria & District Foundation’s party planners Larry Cable,
Helen Colombus, Tom Haskett, Nancy Brinker and Gary Cooper
organized the potluck dinner at the Vittoria Town Hall
in honour of the many Foundation volunteers.

Leisure time is when your wife can't find you.
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Coming
Events ... Message
from the V&DF
COMMUNITY
EVENTS CALENDAR
Courtesy of the

VITTORIA & DISTRICT FOUNDATION & THE VITTORIA BOOSTERS
http://www.vittoria.on.ca e-mail: godfather@kwic.com

VDCC = VITTORIA & DISTRICT COMMUNITY CENTRE
COMING EVENTS
Sat. Apr. 9
Sat. Apr. 16
Sun. June 12
Sun. June 12
Wed. June 15
Sat. June 18
Sun. Aug. 14
Sun. Aug. 14
Sun. Sep. 25

VITTORIA LAMPORT CLUB SENIORS BAKE SALE at the Town Hall ~ Tea Room. 11 am – 2 pm. Contact larry at
519-456-5923
VITTORIA LIONS CLUB WING DING (Chicken Wing Dinner & Dance) at the VDCC ~ Details to follow. Contact
Jim at 519-428-0783.
CHRIST CHURCH ANGLICAN SPRING SERVICE ~ 2:30 PM. Lamport Street, Vittoria, Ontario Refreshments to
follow at the Town Hall
VITTORIA BAPTIST CHURCH CEMETERY DECORATION DAY ~ 2:30 PM. Old Brock St., Vittoria, Ontario
VITTORIA LIONS CHICKEN BBQ at the VDCC ~ Music by DJ. Doors Open At 5:00 pm. Dinner 6:00 pm - 7:30
pm. Tickets $20. Contact Jim at 519-428-0783.
GREAT VITTORIA-WIDE YARD SALE ~ All Around The Village, Bake Sales, Book & Plant Sales, Refreshments
available, Oldtimers Ball Tournament, etc.
WOODHOUSE UNITED CHURCH CEMETERY DECORATION DAY ~ Service at 9:30 am
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH CEMETERY DECORATION DAY ~ Service at 11:00 am
CHRIST CHURCH ANGLICAN FALL SERVICE ~ 2:30 PM. Refreshments to follow at the Town Hall

REGULAR MONTHLY ACTIVITIES
(Some organizations cancel summer and December meetings. Please check with the Organization)
BAPTIST W.A. – 4TH WEDNESDAY – 2 PM (in lower church auditorium)
LAMPORT CLUB EXECUTIVE - SECOND THURSDAY – 2 PM (in Town Hall)
LAMPORT CLUB POTLUCK – 4TH THURSDAY – 6:30 PM (in Town Hall)
LIONESS CLUB – 2ND WEDNESDAY – 7 PM (in VDCC)
LIONS CLUB – 1ST and 3RD WEDNESDAYS – 7 PM (in VDCC)
UNITED CHURCH WOMEN – 1ST TUESDAY – 7:30 PM (in Sunday School room)
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE – 2ND WEDNESDAY – 1 PM (in Town Hall)

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE V&DF EXECUTIVE
The Executive members of The Vittoria & District Foundation, including Chairman; Treasurer; Assistant
Treasurer; Secretary; Recording Secretary; Chairs of the Boosters Committee, Events Committee, Heritage
Committee, Membership Committee and Website; as well as Conveners of the Spaghetti Dinner and Auction,
and online Auction; are all unpaid volunteers. We have no paid employees.
Their workloads vary, but some work hundreds of hours each year to keep the Foundation moving
forward.
We have two simple requests that all members can do, to simplify the work for these volunteers.
1. One way is to fill out and return your own membership application forms, including whether or not
an Income Tax receipt is needed. This has to be done for the ‘paper trail’ required. Thankfully, a
great many members already do this. Receipts for membership will be provided only if requested.
2. The Auditors have also suggested that we ask all members to renew by cheque, or by credit or debit
card, if possible. This too, will provide that easy-to-follow ‘paper trail’ the Auditors need.
Just before little Raymond Danley entered ‘Peanut’ Schram’s’s barbershop, the barber
told his customer, Tom Pope, "This is the dumbest kid in the world. Watch."
Peanut then placed a dollar in one open palm and two quarters in the other and asked Raymond,
"Which do you want?"
Raymond took the two quarters and left.
"See?" said Peanut, laughing.
Later, Tom Pope passed Raymond, who was standing outside a candy store.
"Why did you take the quarters and not the dollar?" he asked.
“Because”, Raymond replied, “The day I take the dollar, the game’s over.”
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