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Milestone Anniversaries Celebrated
Katie and Harry Verbakel - 60th on January 30
nGertrude and nClair Smith - 50th on April 21
Millie and Eric Corbett - 60th on May 5
Muriel and nJohn Dennis - 55th on June 2
nMarie and nDonald Ames - 55th on June 2
nPat and nJim Tiller - 50th on June 24
Eunice and Bob Vervaeke - 50th on June 24
nEvelyn and Ernest Shoff - 55th on June 30

In Memoriam
nRuth (Sheppard) Gundry - 73 - on January 17
Charles “Moe” Hamm - 79 - on January 23
Robert Bruce “Bob” McKenzie - 80 - on January 23
Douglas Bethune - 47
Katherine Vermeersch - 51 - on January 30
“John” Leigh Corbett - 79 - on January 30
“John” William Erford Reece - 79 - on February 2
William Paul “Bill” Haskett - 82 - on February 14
Joseph Constant “Guy” Talty - 81 - on February 16
Rev. William Ernest Henderson - 84 - on February 23
Lorenz “Laurie” Binder - 69 - on March 1
Lisa Marie Kerry - 33 - on March 1
Allen Burton Smith - 84 - on March 10
James Beedle - in March
Lulu “Louise” Giffin (Clarke) Anderson - 90 - on March
18
Thelma “Ruth” (Butcher) West - 84 - on March 18
Frances “Fanny” (Long) Smith - 92 - on April 10
Irene Florence Skinner - 84 - on April 12
Mona Doreen (Young) Boughner - 70 - on May 2
Raymond “Ray” DePoorter - 77 - on May 6
Aldwin George Lincoln “Buster” Sinden - 87 - on May 9
Dan M. Findlay - 71 - on May 24
Gerard Van Belle - 65 - on June 8

OTHERS IN THE OVER 60 CLUB
Gloria and Don Dutton - 61st on May 24

Milestone Birthdays Celebrated
Charles Wilks - 90 on January 9
nMarie Ames - 80 on January 20
Ruth Forrest - 85 on January 31
nDoris Dutton - 75 on February 5
Jean May - 80 on February 13
Helen Watt - 80 on February 15
Kathleen Hunter - 90 on March 20
nFrances Pye - 75 on April 8
nBonnie Frank - 80 on May 20
nWilliam Pettit - 80 on April 20
nMyrtle Smith - 85 on April 28
nCecelia DePoorter - 75 on April 29
nJay McKiee - 80 on May 23
nArthur Loughton - 80 on May 25
nEdna Ames - 85 on June 21
nWilma Smith - 85 on June 23

The Vittoria & District Foundation tries to present
all folks who have a “Vittoria Connection” who are
celebrating a Milestone Birthday (75, 80, 85, 90, etc.)
or a Milestone Anniversary (40, 45, 50, etc.) with a
framed congratulatory certificate. No doubt there are
some in this category who we do not know about. If
you know of someone we have missed, please tell
us.
(We define a “Vittoria Connection” rather loosely
as a present resident of the Vittoria district, or a
former resident, or a member of The Vittoria &
District Foundation, or a member of some other
Vittoria district club or organization.)

OTHERS IN THE OVER 90 CLUB
Lorraine Burke - 92 on January 9
nAda Stenclik - 96 on January 10
nLaura Snow - 94 on January 17
nKathleen Lloyd - 97 on April 12
Audrey Bingleman - 98 on April 15
Minnie Cullimore - 93 on April 19
nAda Casselton - 91 on June 15
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Music, Music, Music – Ukulele Resurgence
Tiny instrument has loyal fans

instrument is easily moved around. It's not like a harp where
you need a trolley to move it. I like the convenience of it.”
Other famous ukulele players include Taylor Swift,
George Harrison and Englishman George Formby.
Peter and Dennis welcome inquiries from people who
don't know how to play but are interested in learning. For
more information, contact Dennis or Peter at 519-426-1733.

– adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer, January 19, 2011

The ukulele was a common instrument in many North
American homes in the 1950s and 1960s thanks to the
music of Arthur Godfrey, Tiny Tim and Don Ho.
Two Norfolk men remember the good old days and are
trying to spur a ukulele revival in the local area.
Dennis Murphy of Simcoe and Peter Shebib of Fisher’s
Glen issued a call this week for all ukulele players in the
local area who want to get together, play the instrument and
sing. The idea is to form a club that meets on a regular
basis.
Peter has been playing the ukulele for 10 years. He and
Dennis knew of two others in the local area who are also
fond of the instrument.
“I thought I was the only person around here who played
it,” Peter said. “I would play with friends on the Internet from
all over the world. I was really anxious to find other people
around here to play with. To tell you the truth, I had
practically given up.”
Any number of people can join. Peter regularly sits in on
the Corktown Ukulele Jam that is held at the Dominion
Hotel on Queen Street in Toronto. That event sometimes
draws as many as 100 players.
Peter and Dennis intend to host local members at
Shebib's cottage in Fisher's Glen. Local musician Fred
Eaglesmith of Vittoria has heard about their plans and has
offered them space free of charge at his Hobo Café in Port
Dover should they require it.
Dennis Murphy, 74, has been playing the ukulele since
the early 1960s. He was a guitar player 50 years ago and a
regular on the coffee house folk scene.
Dennis also liked camping, canoeing and strumming an
instrument around the campfire. However, it was a bother
destroying guitars when a canoe tipped. With ukuleles
selling for about $15 apiece at the time, it wasn't such a big
deal when they got soaked.
“With ukuleles, you've got the rhythm, you've got the
harmony and you have the melody,” Dennis said. “And the

Ukulele enthusiasts jamming in
Port Dover
– adapted from an article by Donna McMillan in the Port Dover Maple
Leaf (April 20)

Ukulele enthusiasts are meeting every Tuesday evening in
Port Dover to jam at The Robot Cafe and Hobo Store on Main
Street. The small guitar-like instrument, originating in 19th
century Hawaii, is undergoing a resurgence in popularity
And, there are 15 to 25 area residents proving that to be
true, as they either learn to play or practice playing, within a
social environment. All newcomers are welcome to join in.
Peter Shebib of Fisher's Glen has been playing the
Ukulele for the past 16 years. He has been a regular at the
Corktown Ukulele Jam sessions in Toronto on Wednesday
nights and attended Ukefests in Nova Scotia, Virginia and
other parts of the continent. Dennis Murphy of Simcoe has
been playing the “happy instrument” since 1961. For many
years, he led Ukulele groups as an extra-curricular activity
in schools. Together, the two men decided to start a jam
session locally.
Peter told The Maple Leaf he knew people would come out
if they were offered the opportunity. “The ukulele is a
friendly instrument to learn,” he said. “It is non-threatening,
with no ego or attitude. It brings a smile to your face.”
The group started gathering at the Hobo shop six weeks
ago and attendees range from absolute beginners to people
who know how to play. “We had our first open mic after six
weeks,” Peter said. “Many said they can't sing and wouldn't'
do it. Last week we had a simple one on kids' songs and
most got up and did one. They amazed me. There was so
much excitement to see where they were at after six weeks.”
Everyone learns their own songs. There is no charge for
the sessions and people can purchase a ukulele at The Hobo
for as little as $40. Kay MacPherson of Simcoe saw an ad

Peter Shebib of Fisher’s Glen is organizing a club in the local area
for singers and musicians who want to get together on a regular
basis and celebrate the ukulele.

Peter Shebib and Dan Pearson jamming.
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Music, Music, Music – Fred Eaglesmith
for the jam session and thought she would be interested. A
singer, she is starting to play the ukulele from scratch in
order to be able to accompany herself. She started off with
an old ukulele that she had at home, but has now purchased
a new colourful one from the music store.
Jenny Gedye of Fisher's Glen used to hear her neighbour
Peter play on the hill for years. She taught kindergarten for
years and thought it would be great to be able to play when
she supply teaches or for her grandkids. There is always a
lot of music in her house.
Lynn Post of Simcoe watched her children play piano
and violin as they grew. She's always wanted to play an
instrument herself. When she heard Jenny, her friend. was
coming out she decided to join in. She is hoping to surprise
her daughter at Easter.
Dan Pearson of Simcoe has been playing at parties off
and on for the past 50 years. But, he has been playing
without words. When he heard about these jam sessions
starting up, he decided he should learn how to do it
properly. And, he's really enjoying it.
Peter said the ukulele is good for everything from
children's songs to jazz to country to Hawaiian. He wanted to
emphasize the evening is open to anyone to come out at
anytime. It is just a fun evening and the cafe is a great spot
to jam in.

Fred Eaglesmith, shown with Brit (left) and Tiffani (right) of the
Fabulous Ginn Sisters, shared the stage for three performances at
the Lighthouse Festival Theatre.
Performance Activity Award at the 2010 Nashville Music
Awards held in November. He replies: “Did I? I'm not really
big on awards.”
At 35 minutes to show time, he is asked what the night's
show will include. “I have no idea. I don't know until I get out
there. Careless, for sure.” He'll be backed by a seven-piece
band that includes Port Dover resident Matty Simpson who
plays guitar and keyboards.
He also will share the stage with The Fabulous Ginn
Sisters. “I met them when they were broken down on the
side of the road in Texas. They had an old van. They were
pretty cute girls. Unfortunately they were hooked up with
other men so all we could do was get them to sing with us.”
At 27 minutes before the show, Fred sets his mind to the
task at hand. He excuses himself and soon afterward, music
can be heard coming from another area of the top floor.
At 20 minutes, Selkirk couple Sandy and Marian Hedges
are relaxing at a table in the theatre's lounge. It is their first
time to attend a performance at Lighthouse Festival Theatre.
“I don't know Fred Eaglesmith,” Marian said, “but Sandy
does. Our tickets are a birthday present to Sandy”
Burford couple Lynn and Dave Miles are definitely
Eaglesmith fans. “We really enjoy his shows. It's such a
beautiful mix of his storytelling and his music,” Lynn said,
expressing hope that the night's star would sing “I sure do
miss my Dad” and “Freight Train.” Dave added that he
follows Eaglesmith's career on his website.
Erin Shuell of Hamilton has brought three others with
him to the Lighthouse Festival Theatre. He has seen Fred
perform two or three times. “He is such a diverse artist. It's
fantastic to have him perform and share his soul with us.”
At 8 o'clock, the lights go up on the Fred Eaglesmith
Winter Weekend. His audience are all snuggled in their
seats. They are in the right place for a warmhearted treat on
a cold and snowy night.

Fred Eaglesmith Winter
Weekend delighted hometown
crowds
– adapted from an article by Joan Doyle in the Port Dover
Maple Leaf on December 22, 2010
At 50 minutes before the curtain is to open, the star of
the Fred Eaglesmith Winter Weekend at the Lighthouse
Festival Theatre is quite laid back. He quickly throws on his
signature black knee-length coat and hat, offers empathetic
sounds to a fellow performer who is suffering with the
stomach flu and is agreeable with a videographer who is
taping his every move for a DVD that will be offered for sale
in the future.
At 40 minutes before the sold-out concert, Fred
Eaglesmith reflects on what it's like to give three
performances in one weekend to a hometown crowd. “It's
pretty good here. A lot of people are happy to come to a show
once a year and see what I am doing. My kids are here on
different nights and sometimes my brothers and sisters show
up.”
He estimates he has performed at 250 concerts this year.
“It's work, but it's good work,” he said about his career that
takes him back and forth across the border. After spending
Christmas with his kids here in Port Dover, he will perform
two nights at Hugh's Room in Toronto and Fred will ring in
the New Year by performing in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
Described by a Web source as a Canadian alternative
country singer-songwriter, Fred Eaglesmith uses only
humble terms. “I'm a song and dance man. I go around and
keep people happy I am fortunate to really like what I do.”
The Winter Weekend star say it's impossible to know how
many songs he has written but he estimates that the total is
over a thousand. His first of 18 CDs is simply titled Fred
Eaglesmith. It was done in 1980. His latest CD, Cha Cha
Cha was released earlier this year.
One piece from that CD, titled Careless, is what he
performed on The Late Show with David Letterman. “That
was the peak of 2010,” he said. He also earned an American

WHERE DID THEY GO?
“Humour helps us to think out of the box. The
average child laughs about 400 times per day, the
average adult laughs only 15 times per day.
What happened to the other 385 laughs?”
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Music, Music, Music – Eaglesmith, Barbershoppers, Choir
Veteran musician takes show
to Delhi

Harmony is a true community chorus.
“We're not a highly auditioned choral group,” he said. “It
was taking our own local group to this competition that was
so rewarding. We're not an elite choral group. We welcome
all men.”
The Gentlemen performed two songs – If I Ruled the
World from the musical The Pickwick Papers, and You're
Nobody Until Somebody Loves You, a beloved standard from
the Dean Martin catalogue.
The Gentlemen nailed their material. They received the
highest average score in Collingwood in the group's 54-year
history. As well, they received top marks for presentation.
“The presentation judge gave us top marks for warmth;
for bringing in the audience and selling our song,” said Mike
Downing of Simcoe.
The Gentlemen are peaking at the right moment. They are
scheduled to perform June 19 at Simcoe Composite School
on a bill that includes famed a cappella group The Nylons.
nRay Danley attributes The Gentlemen's success to
their focus on basic singing and performing skills. The
Gentlemen of Harmony rehearse every Tuesday night at Old
Windham United Church in Simcoe. Any man who is
interested in singing choral harmonies is welcome to join.
The competition was sponsored by the Ontario District of
the Barbershop Harmony Society.

– adapted from an article by Barbara Simpson in the Simcoe Reformer

It couldn't be a better time to be Fred Eaglesmith.
The 30-year veteran of the independent music scene is
enjoying the fruits of his labour and a dash of good fortune.
A shift towards indie music, as seen in Arcade Fire's
Grammy win, has garnered him some new fans. His
appearance on the David Letterman Show has also helped
with an uptick in ticket sales. Since Eaglesmith has returned
from touring, he has also been approached for art shows and
a possible movie.
Eaglesmith, however, has a simple strategy for his
musical success – be underwhelming.
“That's what I'm working on is underwhelming,: he
laughed in an interview recently.
He plans to record his new songs on a one-track
reel-to-reel. The sound will be similar to recordings from
early 1960s rock bands.
“I'm just really, really getting tired of technology,” he said.
So too are music fans, he believes. Big-name
commercialized performers, like boy bands and pop
songstresses, are not faring well in light of the tough
economic times. Concert-goers are instead more comfortable
in spending their hard earned cash on “tried and true” acts,
like Eaglesmith.
This is partially why his latest show – the Fred
Eaglesmith Travelling Show Backroads Rock 'n Roll Hayride
– is happening in small venues across southern Ontario. It
swung by Delhi's Backstage Capitol Theatre in April.
“We're trying to start a southern Ontario revival – booking
halls,” Eaglesmith said.
His vision is to hit all the small halls across this region.
While it might be a daunting task for some musicians,
Eaglesmith is a seasoned travelling man. He averages 250
shows every year. So far, he has done 47 concerts alone over
the last two months.
Surprisingly, this doesn't drain him physically or
emotionally.
“It's just getting better every year,” he said.
Eaglesmith knows he is blessed to have made a career
out of music. He has met fans that have wished they could
be fulfilling their own dreams. That's why he never treats his
career lightly.
“I feel really privileged,” he said.

Vittoria Choir Finale
– submitted by Helen Young, January, 2011
A near capacity crowd of 56 people gathered in the old
town hall in Vittoria. They represented members,
ex-members and spouses of the Vittoria & District
Community choir. The main purpose was to have one final
get-together to mark the end of 15 years of singing together.
Several scrapbooks of memorabilia were on display for all the
view.
Director Heidi Bowman had requested that members
pick their favourite songs that had been performed through
the years. Five songs had been selected and songsters were
asked to bring along the music for one final performance.
Pianist Pat Raaflaub accompanied. The pieces chosen were:
“The Snow's Gotta Go!”; :For the Love of Music”; “He Is the
Rock”; “What a Wonderful World” and the most popular
choice “You Raise Me Up”, that came close to raising the roof
of the town hall.
Choir member Gloria Proracki presented gifts to choir
convener, nLarry Cable and to Heidi Bowman and Pat
Raaflaub, from the whole choir, for a job well done.
The remaining funds were discussed, and it was decided
to donate this to the Kelby Balch fund to help Kelby with
her ongoing treatments. Our choir motto through the years
has always been “Helping others through the joy of singing”,
and this seemed very appropriate.
Everyone had brought their favourite food dishes, and a
pot luck supper was enjoyed. A group photo was taken. Heidi
presented each with a rose before the final good-bye.

Barbershoppers score
provincial win
– adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer
The Gentlemen of Harmony are sitting on top of the
world, just singing a song, just singing along.
The 81-member choral group, which is based in Simcoe,
has been in high spirits since it won the Ontario District
Chorus Championship at a competition in Collingwood April
16.
This is the Gentlemen's second win at the provincial
competition in four years. Fifty-five members of the group
were able to make it to Collingwood. They topped eight other
ensembles from across the province in front of an audience
of 900.
nDr. Ray Danley of Simcoe is the group's director. He
says the win is satisfying because The Gentlemen of

(Correction – in Booster 28, we reported that there were three
original charter members of the choir who continued to participate
until it disbanded. There was a fourth, nEleanor Watt, whose
name was inadvertently omitted).

TIME-CONSUMING
“Sometimes I lie awake at night, and ask, 'Where
have I gone wrong?' Then a voice says to me, 'This
is going to take more than one night.'”
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Enduro, and Endurance
Jessie Grummett goes full
throttle

over two days – is no
cakewalk, however. Jessie
is a regular at Iron
Masters Gym, and realizes
the opportunity he's
received doesn't come to
many people his age.
“I'm going and training
and putting my time in
and letting go of a few
things because I know this
summer it's definitely
going to be a lot of work,
he said.
“Being the only one on
the team from Ontario,
you know people are going
to be looking at you, so
you don't want to let them
down, you don't want to let
your family down, you
don't want to let anyone
down. You want to give
110 per cent.”
Win or not, there will
be no disappointment from
the family end of things.
“I can't be more proud
With father/mentor Tom (sitting)
of my son. He was four
rooting from the sidelines, Jessie years old and I was riding
Grummett, 17, will compete in the my bike on the trails in
Canadian Enduro Championships
while living in Alberta this summer. Turkey Point and St.
Williams. Every time we go
riding, it's just me and
him,” said Tom. “I did not expect this to happen. It's like
somebody from Simcoe going to the NHL, you all have the
dream that it could happen, but you've also got a chance of
winning the lottery too.”
Though he'll be sponsored by Corner Grass, Jessie
Grummett and his family are still footing much of the bill to
travel west and compete. He's approached local businesses
about sponsoring his trip.
Both Tom and Jessie understand the amount of money
and risks involved in the venture, but know the positives far
outweigh the negative.
“I'm going to be happy with whatever I get,” said Jessie.
“It's going to be awesome if I get out there and actually
get a winning paycheck, but if I don't, I know I did my best.”

– adapted from an article by Jacob Robinson in the Simcoe Reformer

Tom Grummett had no idea at the time, but letting his
son Jessie ride a dirt bike when he was just four years old
would have major implications on his son's life more than a
decade later.
Now 17, the Simcoe endurance rider has become one of
the hottest up-and-comers in the country, and will travel to
Alberta to join the Corner Grass Racing Team this summer
to compete in the Canadian Enduro Championships.
Since his days riding at his grandfather's property, Jessie
Grummett has taken his game to a whole other level in
recent years, winning three series titles – including the
Youth National Hare Scramble title – and finished in third
spot in the WEC World Enduro Canada Pro Class Fall Series.
Despite all his success, Jessie, a student at Simcoe
Composite School, never thought he would take checkered
flags as frequently as he has.
“Even when I was young, even though I wasn't winning – I
don't know if my dad saw potential or what – he'd say, 'push
through.' He would be out there timing laps,” Jessie
explained. “You win your first race, then you win another
one and you don't ever want to let that go. You just
constantly keep focused and it basically just dominoed,
which was a real surprise to me. I won my first
championship and I was like, this is awesome.”
When Jessie became the WEC Intermediate Cross
Country Champion early in 2010, it was clear he had to
make the move to the pro class. He was fifth in the WEC Fall
Series points. Then the offer from the boys at Corner Grass
came, and it was like December 25 in the Grummett
household.
“It was an amazing offer. It's basically a dream for me
going from basically private to bumping up to a factory
sponsor. I'm getting tons of support – it's just like
Christmas,” Jessie said. “It was a very easy yes.”
The decision to move west to Alberta and ride alongside
the best in Canada was an easy one. Beating the competition
won't be, and Jessie is the first to admit it. What makes it
easier on the member of the Lynn Valley Dirt Riders is that
his dad Tom will be out to watch, and his grandparents
Frank and Beulah will be taking the trip as well. Frank
serves as mechanic, Beulah provides the food and, of course,
Dad takes on the role of mentor.
“It's awesome, you get to spend time with your family and
it brings everybody in the family together,” said Tom
Grummett.
“It gives him that time to relax knowing his whole entire
family is there and we all play a part in what happens and
how he does and it probably makes him feel good to have his
family at the race and behind him. And I like it because I get
to socialize.”
The series will see jessie make stops in Alberta, B.C. and
Ontario. He'll be the only Ontario based rider on the Corner
Grass squad, but as mentioned, won't be far from familiar
faces.
“It just makes it a lot more calming on myself when I
know, my dad's got this, my grandpa's got this, my
grandma's got this,” said Jessie. “It's almost like I ride, they
get everything else – so I can do my best and it just makes
me so much happier. It's basically like a vacation.”
The training that goes into preparing both physically and
mentally for races that can take up to five hours apiece –10

(ed. note – Jessie Grummett is the son of nTracy Haskett, the grandson of
nTom and nJoan Haskett, and great-grandson of nAda Stenclik).

Marathon for Team Diabetes
– adapted from an article by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub, March 29,
2011

A marathon runner is someone who needs goals ...
someone who wants to push their limits ... test their mental
and physical demands. The challenge begins when you
decide you want to commit to train to undertake the
twenty-six mile endurance run.
People from every background train, young, old, big and
small, each having their own reason to cross that finish line
... to say they have run a marathon.
There is something about running that sets you free ... I
met up with Cindy Gekiere and we talked about her
marathon experience and why she did it!
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Cindy’s Honolulu Marathon
First a little background ... Cindy has been in the field of
nursing for over 30 years with intensive care being a major
part ... it was during this time that she realized just how
prevalent diabetes was in a lot of the cases she was caring
for. In 1995 an opportunity arose for a Diabetes Educator at
Norfolk General Hospital ... Cindy got the job and set up the
program for Simcoe, Hagersvllle and Dunnville. The concept
was to educate folks about the disease and encourage people
to make the right choices as far as diet and exercise, to get
their sugars balanced. You can tell Cindy has a passion for
her job and she takes the time to explain what exactly the
cause and effect of diabetes has on the body.
Within Cindy's life, she found herself wondering (around
her 45th birthday) what is it she wanted to do for herself ...
what goals were still left to be obtained? She was looking for
something for her big 50th birthday. It was then while in a
conference in Vancouver she heard about Team Diabetes
from a Diabetes Nurse Educator who had run with the team.
At 48 Cindy took the Can-Fit Pro Instructor program. It
helped her understand the importance of exercise and how
critical it was. It was during this time that Cindy realized she
had to get there herself. Meaning that, by understanding her
own fitness needs, she would be better able to teach others
about their fitness needs ... and how they could get there.
Flash ahead and Cindy is now 49 years old and has
begun to train for the Team Diabetes run in Honolulu.
In September of 2009 training began and Cindy was
amazed at just how out of shape she was. She started out
with a 5k circuit and by November partook in a 5k run at the
World Diabetes conference in Montreal. Five thousand
people showed up for a 5:30 am run in the snow. It was her
TSN turning point ... she ran with a couple of young
dieticians and they all finished at the same time. Cindy
began to believe maybe she could do a marathon. On
December 6, 2009 it was official, Cindy was the first to
register for Team Diabetes for the Honolulu Marathon.
The focus was now on training and fundraising for Team
Diabetes for the Honolulu run. She wanted to raise money
and awareness about Diabetes ... she had seen first hand
the effect diabetes has on people ... over 2 million Canadians
have diabetes and as many as another 7 million have it and
are not aware.
Training continued through the snowy winter, the wet
spring and into the warmth of summer ... reading books on
running ... working on her technique ... all the time focusing
on her goal at the end of 2010, the Marathon.
The sponsor money started to come in. Cindy's husband
Ken Gekiere’s bike group raised $2,500 hosting a ride and
Luau Night at the family's home in Port Ryerse. Her
95-year-old father-in-law and her own father each chipped in
$500 and said “you can do it!”
Flyers went up with Cindy's photo on them. Sponsorship
money continued to pour in ... Cindy kept worklng on raising
awareness of her campaign. One day a lady approached
Cindy recognizing her from the flyers ... she told Cindy that
she was inspired by her and that she also had started
running and had lost 50 pounds. Cindy cried, “This was
truly why I did this ... to help others see they could do more
too.”
May 30th, Cindy turned 50 and celebrated by doing a 10k
run in Ottawa, again with Team Diabetes. She used the race
to stretch out her distance and to get a feel for a marathon –
the temperature was 30ºC ... hot, just like it would be in
Honolulu. It was a great run and Cindy came home confident
as ever. Training and fundraising continued and the

Cindy Gekiere and her Trainer, Mickey
countdown was on towards the Honolulu Marathon. Even on
holidays in Greece, Cindy trained, running in 40ºC heat
passing by the very spot the original Olympics started ... a
long way for a girl who less then a year ago was running on
the bay at St. Williams.
Finally the time arrived, Cindy had raised over $12,000.
There was just one thing left to do, RUN ... it was still all
about helping ... but now the run was personal, just her and
twenty-six miles.
Race day began (December 12th) ... rising at 2:30 am,
Cindy takes the shuttle to the start line for a 5:30 am start
... it is still dark but the undeniable heat is already
beginning ... at the start line Is a sea of human bodies ready
to tackle the course that lies in front of them. Folks of all
ages line up, of all different nationalities, soldiers running in
gear, folks with disabilities, 22,000 strong, fireworks
exploding and suddenly the mass begins to move. All the
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Gold for Celina, the Hall for Amanda
training, done ... her daughter Kate is there to support her.
Cindy sets her pace and begins her journey with the rest of
Team Diabetes. Neatly tucked on her clothing is a list of
everyone who sponsored her. She will carry this throughout
the run to remind herself and to draw from. Things are going
well-but at the 35k mark Cindy feels she is hitting the wall
... the heat is astounding ... her feet feel like they are
swelling from the pounding on the Lava rock roads ... her
feet are dead. The diabetes support team runner, encourages
her to continue on. One last mountain to go and then the
finish line ... her pace has slowed to a walk, at times she
feels a little dizzy ... she keeps her fluids up and keeps
pushing. The finish line is in sight she can hear her
daughter, Kate, cheering her on, “Go Mom Go!” She crosses
the line, wanders to a grassy area and lies down. The
journey is done!
A lot of us in life forget that at any time we can make the
choices to go out and do some good in this crazy world ...
Cindy reminds us, we can do it ... she challenged herself ...
to help raise awareness about diabetes, to strive to educate,
to make her own fitness level higher ... not because she had
to, but because she wanted to ...
Today, Cindy finds running is part of her life and is using
the experiences running taught her, to help others. Today,
when she talks to folks with diabetes about exercise she
knows first hand about the commitment and determination
needed. Cindy, great job! And hey, maybe a triathlon at 55?
Here are some staggering facts from the Canadian
Diabetes Association. Today, there are more than 9 million
Canadians living with diabetes or prediabetes. With more
than 20 people being newly diagnosed with the disease every
hour of every day, chances are that diabetes affects you or
someone you know.
Diabetes is a chronic, often debilitating and sometimes
fatal disease, in which the body either cannot produce
insulin or cannot properly use the insulin it produces. This
leads to high levels of glucose in the blood, which can
damage organs, blood vessels and nerves. The body needs
insulin to use glucose as an energy source.
Research and evidence today clearly demonstrates that if
you are able to eat healthy, get regular exercise and
maintain a healthy weight that the effects of diabetes can be
minimized and you can live a healthy life.

Celina DeCarolis won gold in the junior girls long jump at the
OFSSA West Track & Field Championships.

Amanda Van Paassen-Bolen
named to Norfolk County
Sports Hall of Recognition

Celina DeCarolis wins gold
-adapted from an article by Jeff Dertinger in the Simcoe Reformer

Holy Trinity's Celina DeCarolis, from Walsh, is Norfolk
County's lone gold medalist from this year's OFSAA West
Track and Field Championships held at the University of
Western Ontario.
Celina heads a list of seven Norfolk athletes – five from
Holy Trinity and one each from Simcoe and Delhi – who
placed in the Top 4 to qualify for the OFSAA Championships
in Sudbury.
Celina placed first in the junior girls long jump event with
a leap of 5.33m, a full 31cm ahead of the second-place
finisher. Ironically, she did not win a gold medal one week
earlier at the CWOSSA Championships in Kitchener, despite
qualifying for the West Regionals in three events. In
Kitchener she was second in the long jump.
Celina did not start in the 100m dash, but did place fifth
in the high jump (1.55m), just one spot shy of a second berth
at the provincial finals.
Celina is also part of the Holy Trinity junior girls relay
team that finished third overall with a time of 51.39s.

– adapted from an article by Jacob Robinson in the Simcoe Reformer of
January 19, 2011

Amanda Van Paassen-Bolen owns the distinction of
being the first Norfolk County resident to play in the
National Women's Hockey League. The 29-year-old suited up
for the Oakville Ice, and serves as an idol for female hockey
players across Norfolk.
“I think it'll be pretty incredible,” said the Wilfrid Laurier
University graduate.
“To be up on that wall, its so exciting, it's an honour and
a thrill. I can bring my kids there and show them.”
“I hope it inspires girls and players in Norfolk County –
especially the girls. Norfolk gave me a great foundation as far
as both sports and volunteering.”
Now a dedicated coach in the Orillia area, Amanda said
she wasn't able to reflect on her accomplishments until years
after her playing career was complete. Honours like being
included in the Norfolk Sports Hall of Recognition put things
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Rob Blake joins NHL Operations Department
Exactly where he wants to be

into perspective.
“My family was always
my biggest supporters and
they were the ones that
talked me up ... I just went
out and played, it was just
something that I wanted to
do and I was very
fortunate to have the
opportunities that I was
given – not that I didn't
work for them – but it all
paid off in the end,” she
said.
“You don't really realize
the magnitude of what you
did until people come up
to you later and say, 'Wow,
you did that?'”
Amanda was able to
sum up each entrant's
feeling about the induction in a few words.
“I'm pretty thrilled. It's one of those things where you
walk through and look at the names and think, 'Man it
would be cool to be up there with people like Rob Blake,'”
she noted. “It's a dream come true.”

– adapted from an article by Jacob Robinson, Simcoe Reformer

For the past 20 seasons, Rob Blake has been one of the
NHL's movers and shakers on the ice. Now he's doing the
same thing behind the scenes, working side by side with
some of the league's most powerful people.
Following his retirement last spring, the Simcoe native
and winner of a Stanley Cup, Olympic gold medal and Norris
Trophy waited just a few months before announcing his new
gig – becoming a member of the NHL's hockey operations
department.
“It presented a great opportunity to turn to the next
chapter in hockey. To be fresh out of retirement and get the
opportunity to work alongside the people at the NHL and
learn and understand the game at a different level - when
that presented itself, it was an opportunity I couldn't say no
to,” Rob told the Reformer in a phone interview from his
home in California.
“I always thought that I wanted to stay in hockey and I
didn't know what kind of avenue or how the opportunity
would present itself. When this came along, I knew I could
learn a lot of different things.”
Rob worked with fellow retired star Brendan Shanahan
on putting together this year's NHL All Star Game in Raleigh
North Carolina, one that included the first ever player
fantasy draft. The seven-time all star noted more changes
are in the works for the event.
“The changes are ongoing and they want to do some
things to change it and spice it up a little,” said Rob.
“Shanahan put a tremendous amount of work into it and
I thought the draft went over real well. The players really
bought into it and really responded to it. I think they enjoyed
having a piece of it – they could pick their own players or
teams and they could decide on the different types of skills
they want to perform.”
In addition to Shanahan, Rob will also work closely with
Tillsonburg's Colin Campbell, the NHL's senior
vice-president of hockey operations. The two will meet every
two to three weeks at NHL offices in both New York and
Toronto to discuss the direction both the league, and the
game are headed.
“It's ongoing -the job description. I will be involved a lot in
the hockey operations side of things ... the next project will
be the research and development camp this summer where
they'll try out different rules and things and also the
competition committee meetings,” Rob, 41, explained.
“Colin Campbell has been great at introducing me to all
the people and getting me informed on what's going on.”
Rob said his 20 years of experience in the game, and still
being close with many of those that compete on a nightly
basis, can be of great value to the league. He hinted the job
also helps him keep open any doors that might lead to a
management or coaching position down the road.
“I think this will allow those options to be there. I think I
can use the 20 years I played and being in pretty good touch
with the players of the present day and I can help influence
that with the NHL,” he said. “But again, it's a learning
process for me and what better way for me to learn than the
guys that are in change of it all.”
Since he's hung up his skates, Rob said he's enjoyed the
time spent with his family. The new position won't hinder his
quality time at home, and is much less stressful than being
behind the bench or on the ice.
“I think I was fortunate to be able to leave when I felt like
it was the right thing to do,” Rob said.

Rob Blake gets NHL position
It didn't take Rob Blake long to find work following his
retirement from NHL competition.
Rob had stated publicly after ending his stellar 20-year
career that he would someday like to work in some capacity
with the NHL, and yesterday, the Simcoe product and the
league made it official.
The Stanley Cup Champion and Olympic gold medal
winner will join the NHL hockey operations department as a
manager, working alongside Tillsonburg's Colin Campbell,
the league has announced.
“I am delighted to be joining the NHL's Hockey Operations
department and at having this opportunity to continue to
have an impact upon the game that has been such a major
part of my life,” Rob said in an official release. “The chance
to continue to enhance an already great on-ice product at
the league level is especially intriguing after so many years
spent focusing upon individual team success. And I am
excited to be working with Colin Campbell, Mike Murphy,
Brendan Shanahan and the entire hockey ops team.”
“Rob Blake wasn't just one of the greatest defensemen
ever to play in the NHL, he was one of the game's most
thoughtful players”, Campbell, the NHL's senior executive
vice president of hockey operations, said in the release. “We
are fortunate to be able to add someone with his long list of
on-ice accomplishments and varied talents to the league's
hockey operations department. We plan to rely heavily upon
his two decades of playing experience – particularly his
unique understanding of the game as it is being played
today.”
A seven-time all star, Rob will continue to work with the
NHL on research and development, and will be a part of the
league's competition committee.
Rob finished his career with 777 points (240 goals, 537
assists) in 1,270 games playing for the San Jose Sharks, Los
Angeles Kings and Colorado Avalanche. He ranks 18th
all-time among NHL defensemen in points and his 136 power
play goals put him third on the all time list for rearguards.

-9-

Beverly – Just For You, & Dr. Marshall Award Winner
“I've had no regrets from that standpoint. Obviously I had
a lot of family time and the thing I did miss a lot was just
being around hockey. This allows me to get back into it – I
attend a lot of games, watch a lot of games – and get back
into that routine without getting too beat up.”
Luck, or a derivative of the word, is something that Rob
often uses when speaking about both his new position and
his former one. At no point was that more evident to Rob
than during his retirement press conference last year.
“Some of my best friends there in Tony Granato, Nelson
Emerson and Glen Murray ... they're sitting out there
wanting to play one more game in the NHL,” explained Rob.
“They all had to leave because of an injury and to be sitting
up there I realized, or understood a little firmer, how
fortunate I had been to be able to go out that way.”

Painting a second life
adapted from an article by Barbara Simpson, Simcoe Reformer

Lying on a surgery table, nBeverly Smith-Walker's
heart stopped. She wasn't surprised.
Her specialist had warned the then 73-year-old Simcoe
woman that replacing a valve in her heart would be tricky.
However, Beverly isn't one to shy away from hardships; she
had already survived becoming deaf, losing two husbands
and caring for her mother with Alzheimer's disease. What
more could she lose in an 11-hour surgery?
Doctors were able to bring Beverly back to life that day.
As she recovered in her London hospital room, she struggled
to figure out why she had come back from the dead. Her
nurses suggested she might have some unfinished business.
“Lying in that room, I made some promises to myself,”
Beverly recalls from her Simcoe apartment. “I thought, 'Life
is so short and when I get home, I'm going to paint and have
a new show,' because it was time to for me to do what I had
promised that little girl years ago.”
Four years later, that little Walsingham girl – almost 77
years young now – is finally fulfilling her childhood dream.
She has devoted herself to her art, producing 45 paintings of
country landscapes, people and flowers for her first show in
15 years.
Her art exhibit is called Just For You, but it really isn't
only for you. This show is as much for her – a bit of
selfishness she says she is applying in her old age.
Growing up on a Walsingham tobacco farm, Beverly had
to leave high school early to help with the operation. Her
passion lay in art, but her father wasn't supportive.
“He considered it a waste of time,” she recalled, “and he
said, 'You'll never do anything with it.'"
At 19, Beverly was struck another blow. She suddenly
lost her hearing.
“I had a newborn baby and I woke up one morning and I
couldn't hear the baby cry,” she recalled.
She adapted to her new life with hearing aids and
eventually a cochlear implant later in life. She went on to
have three more children and became a young widow. Her
dream of being an artist rested on the backburner.
“It never left me,” she added. “Everything else did in my
life. It was just a constant thought.”
When Beverly was in her 50s, she found love again with
Bill Walker, a retired merchant marine. However, she was
reluctant to enter into another marriage.
“I said, 'You don't want to marry me. I have a bad heart. I
could die,'” she recalled. “He said, 'I would marry you if you
only had two weeks left.'”
Bill Walker encouraged her to fulfill her artistic dream.

Simcoe artist nBeverly Smith-Walker staged her first exhibit in 25
years in March. The 75-year-old deaf artist has faced numerous
hardships in her life.
She took community and correspondence art courses,
learning the basics of oil painting. In the fall of 1990, Beverly
prepared some paintings for entry into the Norfolk County
Fair & Horse Show. Her husband was confident she would
win.
Before he could see it, Beverly discovered him dead on
the roof of their LaSalette home. He died of a heart attack.
Two weeks later, one of her paintings won first place at the
fair.
“I was so proud but sad my late husband couldn't live to
see it,” she said, tearing up at the memory.
Beverly found comfort in her art. She held her first solo
show at Spruce Row Museum. She also painted family
homes for clients.
Fate stepped in once again in the late '90s. This time, her
mother, Mildred Dalton was diagnosed with Alzheimer's
disease. Beverly provided around the clock care for four
years before her mother went to live in Norview Lodge. She
died three years ago at 98.
The timing is now right for her solo show, Beverly
believes. She is understandably nervous, but she knows this
is an item on her bucket list she just has to do.
While nBeverly Smith-Walker has suffered several
losses in her life, she always had something to pull her
through – her love of art.
“My grandmother always said, 'When God takes
something away, He leaves you with something,'” Beverly
smiled.

Kim Stanley wins Award
– adapted from an article in the Simcoe Reformer January 18

Norfolk General Hospital (NGH) and The Norfolk Hospital
Nursing Home (NHNH) have announced two exemplary
employees who have made significant contributions over
anumber of years.
The 2010, Dr. George Marshall Award recipient is NGH
payroll analyst nKim Stanley. Kim is acknowledged as an
employee always willing to lend a hand. The care and
compassion that she displays truly exemplifies the corporate
values of the Norfolk General Hospital.
For the past eighteen years, Kim has been employed with
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Kim, Tom & Shana
NGH in a variety of roles and has coped with many
transitions in the workplace including the implementation of
many changes in information technology. Her dedication and
commitment to our organization is acknowledged by all her
co-workers.
For the past several years, Kim has participated in several
staff public relations events and played a key role in the
creation of the NGH Golf League. She is a community
volunteer for countless fundraising events, coaching baseball
and actively participating in Parent Teachers Association
events.
On the international front, Kim has raised funds to
sponsor children in an orphanage in the Ukraine. In 2009,
she spent 10 days at this orphanage bonding with the
children and taking them on excursions. This year, she and
a colleague are champions for the “Coats for Kids” campaign
on behalf of this orphanage.
Norfolk General Hospital is very privileged to have such
employees as a part of their health care team. Their hard
work, dedication and commitment are truly applauded.
Congratulations to nKim Stanley on this achievement.

Payroll analyst nKim Stanley is presented the Dr. George Marshall
Award by NGH President and CEO Bill Lewis

LPRCA's first chairman
upon amalgamation of the
Big Creek Region and
Otter Creek Conservation
Authorities in 1971.
Grant was one of the
individuals named to help
oversee operations at the
Lee Brown Marsh. He
acted as chair when its
management committee
was formed in 1975 and
do so for 35 years until his
passing this past
September.
Grant's experience as a
sportsman and farmer
combined with a keen
interest in conservation
contributed to his influential role in the LPRCA's history and
assistance in laying the foundation of many programs that
operate today within the watershed.
“Grant has left a legacy with this authority,” said Tom,
who stepped up to assume the chair in December, following
his friend's passing.
Grant's legacy will be a living one, in the sense his son
Barry, a similar thinker was recommended as a director on
the five-member committee.
“That has been accepted and those notices have gone
out,” Grant said.
The new chair also touched on issues facing the
344-hectare (850-acre) – 254 hectares (628 acres) of marsh
with the balance wooded uplands – property west of Port
Rowan. The potential effects of the recent oil spill in the Gulf
of Mexico is one such issue. The Lee Brown Marsh is on the
flyway for waterfowl whose reproduction may have been
affected by the spill, and there is concern it may affect
populations.
“This year and for years after,” nTom Haskett said.
Tom also outlined concerns with phragmites, an invasive
plant species which has been detected within the marsh. An
assessment of the area as well as a control measure have
been undertaken, said Tom.
“We're hoping to get approval for the use of Roundup
which we can apply via aircraft and control this species.”

Harbour Museum honours
volunteer Shana Greatrix

Haskett takes up the torch as
committee chair

– adapted from an article by Donna McMillan in the Port Dover Maple
Leaf

Volunteer Coordinator Shana Greatrix was recognized for
her extraordinary contribution to the Port Dover Harbour
Museum at a spring soiree to honour donors and volunteers.
In making the Decent Docent Award presentation, Curator
Ian Bell thanked Shana for her seven years of dedication to
the Port institution. He also gave kudos to the many
volunteers present who help keep the Museum open seven
days a week and assist with numerous special events
organized for the community and local schools.
At the event it was stated Shana also sought help for the
upcoming Marine Heritage Festival planned for June 17, 18
and 19.
Guest Speaker Melissa Collver from the Waterford
Heritage and Agricultural Museum shared with the group

– adapted from an article by Jeff Tribe, QMI Agency

nTom Haskett gave the eulogy at Grant Smith's
funeral.
And now he is embracing the challenge of stepping up
and filling his considerable shoes as chair of the Lee Brown
Marsh Management Committee.
“It's a perpetuation of the management style that was
already established,” Tom said following the Long Point
Region Conservation Authority Annual General Meeting held
recently in Tillsonburg.
Grant Smith was appointed to the Big Creek Valley
Conservation Authority in 1953, five years after its formation
as Ontario's eighth conservation authority. He served as
chair for 14 of 23 years on the board and became the
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Volunteers – The Heart of Our Commuity

Double Award-winner nHelen Colombus lines up behind her
colleagues nBetty Bosma and nLarry Cable to receive her
awards. All three were recognized for their volunteer service on
behalf of the Vittoria Lamport Club Seniors.

Curator lan Bell presented Museum Volunteer Coordinator
Shana Greatrix of Port Ryerse with a plaque in recognition of
her volunteer service to the Harbour Museum.

Highlights of the ceremony included one recipient of a
50-year award (Jim Hoover of Port Dover); two dual-award
winners (nHelen Colombus of Vittoria and Marilyn
Smelser of Cayuga); five Youth Volunteers (Nikki
Buckborough of Simcoe, Lucas Crandall of Vittoria, Colin
DeCloet of Langton, Alisha Looper of Waterford, and Beth
Varady of Langton); plus a number of husband-and-wife
combos.
Nine levels of services are awarded – for 5, 10, 15, 20, 25,
30+, 40+, 50+ and 60+ years of continuous service. Youth
nominees must be under 24 years old and have volunteered
with one group for at least two consecutive years. Adult
nominees must have volunteered with one group for at least
five consecutive years.
Volunteers play a very important role in our quality of life.
They help to build safe, caring and vital communities, and
donate their time to help others. In fact, Ontarians donate
more than five million hours of their time each year to
organizations and communities across the province.
The volunteers honoured at Wednesday’s program have
amassed an amazing combined total of more than 2,000
years of service – that’s awesome!
Stephen and Carol Goff of Waterford were introduced as
recipients of the June Callwood Outstanding Achievement
Award for Voluntarism, which was presented in April, in
Toronto. The Goffs are committed to raising awareness about
aphasia, and the people who suffer from this disorder.They
were instrumental in setting up the first Aphasia Camp in
Canada, the only one of its kind in North America, which
offers recreational and social activities for people with
aphasia and their families.
June Callwood Outstanding Achievement Award for
Voluntarism recipients are typically individuals or groups
who have made an exceptional contribution to voluntarism
in Ontario. Whether by volunteering their time, efforts,
knowledge or resources, recipients from across Ontario are
making valuable contributions to the quality of life in their
communities and the province. They also serve to inspire
others by the positive examples they provide. Up to 20
individuals and/or groups in Ontario receive the June
Callwood award each year.
Volunteers truly are the heart of our communities.

the transformation the “Spruce Row Museum” has been
experiencing as a result of community donations totaling
$100,000 and 2000 hours of volunteer time. A major new
Agricultural Gallery has been created in the facility in
addition to other upgrades.
Anyone in Port Dover and area interested in volunteering
at the Museum is invited to visit the Harbour Street location.

Volunteers – the heart of our
community
On Wednesday, June 1, the Ontario Ministry of
Citizenship and Immigration distributed 141 Ontario
Volunteer Service Awards to deserving recipients in a
ceremony at the Vittoria & District Community Centre.
The Volunteer Service Award is a stylized Trillium, the
official flower of Ontario. 2011 marks the 25th Anniversary
of the Ontario Volunteer Service awards.
Recipients are nominated by the organization they serve.
The Ministry tries to make surethe information
organizations send in about nominees is accurate, and that
the nominees are eligible for an award. It then sends a letter
to confirm that the nomination has been reviewed and
accepted.
Haldimand-Norfolk MPP Toby Barrett brought greetings
on behalf of the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, the
Honourable Eric Hoskins. Mr. Barrett cited several
landmark facilities, programs and institutions that were the
product of very active and dedicated voluntarism in
Haldimand and Norfolk. He challenged the audience to think
about what our world would be like with no volunteers.
As guest speaker nTwila Cruickshank said in her
keynote address, “Choosing to volunteer is a personal
decision. Anyone can be a volunteer – no matter your age, or
your gender, or your income, or what religious or cultural
background you belong to – being a volunteer is a wonderful
opportunity that is open to us all.
“And, in my experience, the greatest volunteers also make
great friends and neighbours, and invariably, they go on to
perform many random acts of kindness, As a volunteer you
do make a difference!”
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2011 Ontario Volunteer Service Awards
The following volunteers with a Vittoria connection were
award recipients at the June 1 ceremony:
• Recognized for their years of Volunteering for The
Vittoria & District Foundation were
nHelen Colombus – 10 years
nGeorge Davidson – 10 years
nSusan Davidson – 10 years
nRegina Lambert – 10 years
nClair Smith – 10 years
nGertrude Smith – 10 years
• Recognized for their years of Volunteering for the
Thompson Memorial Park Committee were
nBrian Hodgson – 25 years
Glen Hodgson – 25 years
nFred Ludwig – 30 years
Doug Oakes – 10 years
Carol Smith – 10 years
Doug T. Smith – 30 years
• Recognized for their years of Volunteering for the
Vittoria Lioness were
nEleanor Cole – 30 years
Debbie Exelby – 15 years
Faye Jarvis – 30 years
Irene Quibell – 20 years
nGinger Stanley – 30 years
nKim Stanley – 15 years
• Recognized for their years of Volunteering for the
Vittoria Lamport Club were
nBetty Bosma – 20 years
nLarry Cable – 5 years
nHelen Colombus – 15 years
nMary Smith – 30 years
• Recognized for their years of Volunteering for the
Woodhouse United Cemetery Board were
Russ Cullimore – 10 years
nWillie Moore – 40 years
Bill Simpson – 5 years
nJim Tiller – 40 years
nPat Tiller – 20 years
Robert Woolley – 10 years
• Recognized for their years of Volunteering for the
Norfolk Historical Society were
nJack Beamer – 25 years
nKaren Culver – 25 years
Ruth Loughton – 25 years
• Recognized for their years of Volunteering for the
Lakeshore Women’s Institute were
Mavis Cates – 15 years
nMaebelle Cruickshank – 10 years
• Recognized for his years of Volunteering for the
Port Dover & Woodhouse Horticultural Sociey was
nJames Cruise – 25 years
• Recognized for his years of Volunteering for
Norview Lodge was Ron Logel – 5 years
• Recognized for his years of Volunteering for the
Simcoe Christma Panorama was Lucas Crandall –
Youth Award

donating the decadent squares.
Thank you also to the V&DF members who assisted with
the OVS Awards ceremony. They included: nJackie
Chadwick, nEleanor Cole, nWalter Cole, nRoger
Cruickshank, nTwila Cruickshank, nJohn Donaldson,
nVirginia Drayson, nJim Melville, nMarion Sherman,
nGertrude Smith, nNancy Racz, nGinger Stanley,
nKim Stanley, nLarry Stanley, and nLinda Vancso.
Surplus food was donated to Holmes House.

Keynote address by Twila Cruickshank
at the Ontario Volunteer Service Awards
Welcome to Vittoria!
On April the 1st I was asked to be a speaker at tonight’s
Awards ceremony. At first, I thought it must be an April
Fool’s joke! Thank you, Eva, for offering me an opportunity
to share my thoughts tonight. It was truly an honour to have
been asked, and a privilege to be here.
Tonight we honour more than one hundred and forty
volunteers, and celebrate their generosity in giving, to
enhance and promote a better quality of life for all of us. We
offer our utmost gratitude and respect to all of you.
Recently, StatsCan reported that more than 12 Million
Canadians volunteer each year, and gave the value of their
efforts at more than 14 Billion Dollars. You are a part of
that. All volunteers have a meaningful, positive impact on
our communities.
The Ontario Volunteer Service awards are given to
deserving folks – special people like you who have been
nominated by the organizations you serve – folks who give
time and talent and energy of their own free will – who
render aid, or perform a service – who do charitable or
helpful work, without pay.
Someone has taken the time and effort to complete your
nomination, has provided details of your volunteer acts, then
certified that you meet the requirements for the Award and
that you deserve to receive it.
The Ministry then ensures that you are, in fact, eligible
and confirms that your service has been reviewed and
accepted.
Choosing to volunteer is a personal decision You see a
need and you work to fix it – maybe alone, – maybe working
together with others, – but for the benefit of us all. The
reward is making things easier, or more appealing, or more
accessible.
You volunteers help, whether in sports and recreation,
social services, community enhancement, education and
research, health, arts and culture, or other good works.
There are so many satisfying and rewarding opportunities to
volunteer. Your organizations always welcome dedicated
volunteers!
Anyone can be a volunteer – no matter your age, or your
gender, or your income, or what religious or cultural
background you belong to – being a volunteer is a wonderful
opportunity that is open to us all.
And, in my experience ... the greatest volunteers also
make great friends and neighbours and invariably, they go
on to perform many random acts of kindness. As a volunteer
you do make a difference. And you will, without doubt, be
rewarded with many precious memories.
Volunteering is the perfect way to develop and sharpen
your own personal skills. It builds self-confidence and makes
you feel valued. You enjoy the satisfaction of making a
difference.
Research shows there are valuable health benefits to

Following the ceremony, The Vittoria & District
Foundation members hosted a light stand-up reception for
the volunteers and their nominators and other guests.
Thank you to Sobey’s Inc. for donating fruit and
vegetable trays, and thank you to nM&M Meat Shops for
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Norfolk W.I., Fighting Crohn’s & Colitits, & Bridal Show
Charity BBQ raises $16,400

volunteering. For example, an improved sense of well-being
and higher self-esteem – and it may also lower health risks
related to anxiety and depression. A bonus is the positive
social interaction and camaraderie that blossoms when
working with people who become friends. Perhaps the most
important of all reasons to volunteer, is to experience the
sense of achievement and personal fulfillment that
volunteering can bring.
To all of you volunteers here tonight – for your time and
your talent and your energy, for your kindness and your
generosity, for giving freely of your skills – we pay tribute to
you and thank you for putting others before yourself!
Congratulations!!

– adapted from an article by Jacob Robinson in the Simcoe Reformer

It's not often Simcoe can take the national stage, but
when it comes time for the annual M&M Meat Shops
Charity BBQ Day benefiting the Crohn's and Colitis
Foundation of Canada, the Norfolk County town does just
that.
For the past three years, the local franchise has placed
first in funds raised for the diseases, which have no known
cause or cure.
Though the event centres around nM&M Meat Shops,
it's far from a singular effort, said local franchisee nJoe
Keller, minutes before kicking things off Saturday.
“The key is the amazing small community that we have,”
he said. “Our volunteers that are loyal come back to us year
after year and with the Scotiabank's help, and the fire
department that come out with their aerial ladder truck,
we've got the OPP out here, so everybody's pulling together.”
nJoe and nStella Keller, their staff and several
volunteers were among hundreds of people at nM&M Meat
Shops across the country grilling hamburgers and hot dogs
in search of the organization's fundraising goal of $1.6
million. Year in and year out – even in the harshest of
weather, Simcoe has remained on top.
“I was praying for the great weather. Last year, we almost
got blown away a few times, but it looks like our praying
helped out here today,” laughed Joe.
Crohn's and colitis are similar conditions that can also be
referred to as inflammatory bowel disease (IBD).
“It wasn't a disease that was spoken about before, now it
seems to be coming out more and the more it comes out and
people talk about it, there's more of a chance doctors will
find a cause and a cure for it as well.”
Therein lies the motivation for Joe and his staff to keep
pushing forward and gaining more funds for the cure.
“It's a great feeling, it really is,” Joe said.
“I think that Crohn's and colitis sufferers are very happy
that we give them the opportunity to raise awareness and
this amount of funds for them.
“I think they're really happy, even just to confide in us
saying that, 'I've got that disease' ... we're giving them that
venue to contribute or help out.”
The final total raised at this year's Simcoe event was
$16,400.

2011 Norfolk Women's Institute
Annual meeting
– adapted from an article submitted by nMadaline Wilson, Public
Relations Co-ordinator of the Norfolk Women’s Institute

Women's Institute is divided by Province (Ontario), Area
(Hamilton), District (Norfolk) and then Branch (local area
such as Vittoria). Information travels down and up the
ranks.
For instance, the advocacy issues (such as the
importance of saving and allowing small abattoirs, the issue
of unpasturized milk, etc.) come from a local branch. Norfolk
has only 9 branches left – a number have folded due to
aging and to lack of membership of younger women.
This was Norfolk's annual Meeting, held in St. Williams
this year, to give and receive reports, install a new slate of
officers, discuss pertinent issues i.e. the Erland Lee Home
and Museum has been closed and is of great concern for us
as it was our founder's home ... a fund raising initiative has
begun to meet the repairs needed for public access.
Our members make the bears and lap-robes for agencies
who can use them – Children's Aid, Nursing homes,
Women's Services. They also volunteer at various places –
nursing homes, hospitals, schools, food banks, sewing for
Canada Comforts for third world projects.
As Public Relations Co-ordinator, I counted 18,444 hours
of volunteer work in Norfolk by our W.I. members, worth
$200,000 to our communities! No small feat for mostly 70-90
year olds!
There are about 5,000 members in Ontario and The
organization is found around the world. We collect 'Pennies
for Friendship', $1,400 this year. It is sent to ACWW
(Associated Country Women of the World) whose projects are
funded entirely from W.I. and donations. Their projects
involve water, food, training, farming, leadership ... for
women in third world countries.
Norfolk gives a leadership award annually to a student
going on to higher education. We honour a woman of
Excellence in Agriculture annually at the Fair for which she
was involved. One of our members serves on the Norfolk
Federation of Agriculture to keep us infomed. As well, we
support the Norfolk 4-H programmes.
One of the most important jobs we do is keep a
Tweedsmuir history of our community. The importance of
these records has caught the attention of the Ontario
Genealogy Society and a plan to work together with these
records is in the works.
Some outstanding members have worked for decades on
these history books and we need to have everything digitized
for storage. We have 3 BIG scrapbooks on tobacco in our
area and we want to give them to the Delhi Tobacco Museum
& Heritage Centre.

Paige Schoffro, 11, of Simcoe, Tanner Meulemeester, 10, of
Vittoria and Kevin Keller, 10, also of Vittoria were working hard to
provide people with refreshments at the 23rd Annual M&M Meat
Shops Charity BBQ day in Simcoe.
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Bridal Show, & South Coast Treasures
Fairy Tale gowns highlighted
for brides
– adapted from an article by Joan Doyle in the Port Dover Maple Leaf of
February 16

The 90 Brides attending the Simcoe/Norfolk Welcome
Wagon Spring Bridal Showcase on January 25 got a
firsthand glimpse at a new collection of wedding gowns that
are designed “for today's modern princesses”.
Sew Stylish Wedding Works of Ingersoll, which presented
the evening's fashion show, introduced the large crowd at
the Vittoria & District Community Centre to the Disney Fairy
Tale wedding dresses by the Alfred Angelo company of
Pennsylvania. The Disney collection includes seven gowns
that are named in Honour of the leading female characters in
movies that have been delighting young and old audiences
for years. For instance, the Belle dress is named after
Princess Belle in Beauty and the Beast, while the Ariel gown
is from The Little Mermaid and the Jasmine gown is from the
movie Aladdin. The collection also includes the Tiana gown
from The Princess and the Frog, the Sleeping Beauty gown,
the Cinderella gown and the Snow White gown.
As Klassy FM music played in the background, glamorous
looking models took turns showing the Alfred Angelo gowns
along with other brand name designs. Some modelled
dresses suitable for bridal attendants and mothers of the
bride. Occasionally, they were accompanied on the runway
by handsome looking grooms and their attendants dressed
in tuxedos from Carter's Men's Wear in Simcoe.
Bride-to-be Melissa Maxwell had a front row seat to the
fashion show. That's because she still needs a gown for her
special day, when she weds Aaron Fussee on September 10
at the Walsh Church. Melissa said that she has tried on five
gowns so far but she is still looking for that perfect one.
Accompanied by her mother Susan and her future
mother-in-law Rhonda, the trio had spent the earlier part of
the evening visiting the bridal showcase's 32 exhibitors who
specialize in event planning, catering, invitations, cakes,
photography, floral arrangements, weight loss, skin care and
honeymoons.
There are two new exhibitors at the spring showcase, said
Welcome Wagon hostess nVirginia Drayson who
coordinated the evening with Melanie MacConnell. She was
referring to wedding planner Emy Brubacher of Happening
Events and to Nancy Lulay with the Lia Sophia Jewellery
exhibit.
Virginia added that after missing a few bridal showcases,
the Memorial Plus and the St. Williams Nursery & Ecological
Centre exhibits were again part of the evening.
Bride-to-be Megan Pruess of Simcoe will marry Trevor
Allen on June 11 in a ceremony that will take place in her
dad's back yard. The pair met on a blind date, she said.
“I've done quite a bit of the planning but there are a few
things that I am not quite sure about,” Megan said.
Consequently, she had spent considerable time looking at
the beautifully decorated cakes at the display by Amanda's
Celebration Cakes and Confections, and at the floral
arrangements at the Unique Designs exhibit.
Port Dover resident Heather Whitford has also chosen a
June date for her big day. The Ministry of Natural Resources
fisheries technician will marry Jim Harrison on the 18th of
June at Cranberry Creek Gardens in Lynedoch.
“I am here tonight because I am looking for a
photographer and I also went to the County Corks exhibit
about making our own wine.”
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Things have definitely
changed, commented
Heather's sister-in-law,
Jackie Kellar, who has
been married for 37 years.
“I didn't do much planning
when I got married. I
think, with all the different
ideas out there now, it
would be much more fun
to plan a wedding.”
Bride-to-be Cassandra
Kett from Nanticoke is
marrying Matthew
Charman on June 25. The
couple got engaged last
October. “I have found
planning a wedding to be a
little overwhelming,” she
commented, “so a show
such as this is very
helpful.”
She had been to the
County Corks display, the
Unique Designs exhibit
and the Carter's Men's
Wear display. Her gown
has already been
Nichole Darmanin modelled
purchased, she added.
this stunning bridal gown
Port Rowan resident
during Welcome Wagon’s
Jillian Bouck and Justin
spring Bridal Showcase.
Reddekopp, who got
engaged last May, are
thinking ahead for their exchange of nuptials on October 20,
2012. The Welcome Wagon bridal showcase was the first
wedding planning event for the couple to attend.
“I'm here to give her support,” said the future groom who
was among only a handful of men at the event. “I actually
dragged him along,” said the future bride.
We don’t have a budget yet but it is nice to know all our
options,” Jillian commented as she looked around the
community centre, adding with a smile, “and, it's fun.”
Many door prizes were presented during the evening. The
grand door prize, provided by Final Touch Hair & Body Care
Inc, and valued at $700, includes a massage, spa manicure
and pedicures, light lunch, tanning sessions and body care
products. It was won by Chantal Gagnon of Brantford.

Lake Erie renaissance – Fresh
food finds and retro digs await
in Lake Erie.
– adapted from an article by Christine Picheca in Canadian Living
magazine

The secret is out: South-western Ontarians and
motorcycle enthusiasts have known for years that Port Dover
and the Erie beaches are fantastic vacation destinations. A
mere hour and a half from Toronto and an easy day trip
brings families and travelers to wide sandy beaches and, a
Mecca of fresh food finds and nostalgic retro digs.
Suddenly Port Dover is on the tip of everyone’s tongue
and with good reason. It’s not just Port Dover but the whole
stretch of sandy beaches along Lake Erie’s north shore that
has reinvented itself while maintaining the nostalgic cache of
its historied past.

Norfolk Tourist Attractions
Heading as far west as Long Point, Long Point Bay’s
shallow marshy waters are a perfect environment for the
Bass fisherman who flock here every July for opening day.
Cottage rentals are economical and campsites and trailer
parks are numerous and well maintained. Adventure
outfitters supply vacationers and sport enthusiasts with
hunting, fishing, and outdoor excursions of every kind. At
Play Adventures offers accommodations, house keeping
cottages and custom guided excursions from fishing and
sight keeping charters to horseback riding to team building
experiences. Chef Kendal at the Causeway Restaurant is
cooking up gourmet farm fresh breakfasts. Raised on a farm
in a local community, she has an in with the surrounding
farmers where she fills her daily shopping list. The Causeway
will also cook up your very own catch of the day after a
satisfying fishing excursion. Although Long Point is a dry
municipality, the LCBO is located close by in Port Rowan
and you’re welcome to enjoy libations within the walls of
your cottage.
Driving east from Long Point, the tobacco kilns that dot
the landscape speak to the areas history as a major tobacco
growing area, until that industry collapsed. Recent years
have seen farmers reinventing themselves in all manners,
and the results are paying off in imaginative – and often
delicious – ways.
nErnie and nNancy Racz turned to peanut farming in
the ’80’s and started Kernal Peanuts, now recognizable by
the giant circus elephants out front. Ernie grows Valencia
peanuts, the sweetest of the four types of peanuts, and he
prides himself on his quality crop producing red and unique
black-skinned varieties. Nancy gilds the lily turning a great
peanut into a myriad of candies, snacks and gifts. You’ll find
all-natural peanut butter, brittle and fudge, and all manner
of peanuts enrobed in dark, milk and white chocolate.
Head down the street and around the corner from
Kernal’s to Cider Keg Cidery for a refreshing apple cider
slushy. Famous in the area for their pressed and sparkling
cider, they also have an excellent farmers market stand
featuring local produce and every type of preserve, all made
from passed down family recipes.
Just a 10-minute drive north up highway 24 leads you to
the outskirts of the picturesque town of Simcoe, where
Jensen’s cheese has been selling and distributing cheese
since 1940. Master Danish cheesemaker, and patriarch of
the Jensen family, Arne Munck Jensen started out making
cheddar cheese in Canada in 1925. His sons expanded the
business and began making their cheeses in Odessa, Ont.
Three generations later, Jensen’s distributes across Canada.
Jensen’s is famous for their aged cheddars and cheese
curds, a great snack to pick up in the way to the beach.
Visit Sharon Judd at Meadow Lynn Farms, where
strawberry varieties abound. You’ll find over fourteen
different types of strawberries, ranging in flavour from
candyfloss sweetness, to peach hints and even melon.
Meadow Lynn is open seasonally for pick-your-own or for
picking up pints at the roadside stand. Sharon also holds
strawberry tasting events right in the fields.
Going back south on highway 24 (keeping a watch for
blueberry, lavender and Saskatoon-berry farms along the
way), follow the signs to Turkey Point until you arrive at
Long Point Eco Adventures. Along with zip lining, mountain
biking and star gazing in observatory, this new venture the
company is currently working on is a vineyard. This will be
the newest of three wineries in Norfolk County, Ontario’s
up-and-coming wine region. Andre Lipinski, wine maker for

Niagara-based Megalomaniac and Organized Crime wineries,
is consulting in the venture. Specifically, Lipinski wants to
give these wines a unique regional twist by using the old
tobacco kilns to dry grapes, creating an amarone style wine.
The first vintage will be available this fall.
Nearby Turkey Point has two miles of groomed sandy
beach offering safe shallow-water swimming for all ages.
Fishing, hiking, water sports and golfing are also readily
available in the area. Annual events in Turkey Point include
Pottahawk, a large-scale adult party held in the waters
adjacent to Pottahawk Island, and family-oriented Turkey
Point Summer Fest in August.
Continue east across the shore through Normandale and
Port Ryerse and arrive in the jewel of the Erie Beach
communities, Port Dover. Long a haunt of motorcycle
enthusiasts who converge here every Friday the 13th, Port
Dover has something for everyone.
Beach goers have been heading to the Arbour since 1919
for their footlong hotdogs, orange glows and hand cut French
fries. Stroll to the end of the pier or join the anglers looking
for a bite under the lighthouse. Wander the strip for art,
novelties, and nostalgic paraphernalia or drop in at
Imaginations Fine Foods run by Chef Anthony, resident chef
at Florence Winery and pick up a picnic lunch.
For an iconic meal, head to Erie Beach Hotel for a perch
dinner. The upstairs Terrace Room has a more casual
atmosphere where you can enjoy platters of perch with a cool
pitcher of beer after a hot day on the beach. Downstairs in
the Cove Room enjoy old-fashioned cocktails served by
skilled servers who shuttle trolleys of fresh salads that
include sour cream smothered thick-cut cucumbers,
coleslaw, horseradish jellies and pickle trays of beets, apple
rings and pumpkin cubes included with your entree.
Although the Erie Beach offers a full menu, the reason
customers have been coming here for decades is for the
platters of perch and pickerel; lightly coated pan-fried fillets
curled into neat rows served with fresh lemon wedges,
house-made tartar sauce and cubes of oven hot
butter-slathered celery bread.
The Port Dover museum is well worth the stop even
without the free admission. See remnants of the many
shipwrecks, done in by Lake Erie’s treacherous waters. Lake
Erie is rich with history from tales of Al Capone’s Rum
Runners, to the private hunting camp known as “The
Cottages” which once housed well-heeled families such as
the Kennedys, Eatons and Rockefellers. The Cottages still
exists, plunked right in the middle of provincially protected
land and only accessible by boat. For more fascinating
folklore and stunning vistas, take a pleasure cruise aboard
the Kayloe, which offers great views from the lake and a
chance to be regaled with a witty history of fishing,
shipwrecks and rum runners. When you come ashore, pop
into the fritter shop across from the dock for apple fritters,
peeled and cooked fresh while you wait, sprinkled with
cinnamon sugar or topped with a scoop of vanilla ice cream
and maple syrup – a decadent treat! If you’re lucky, next
door you’ll find fresh perch for sale from the morning’s catch,
but don’t look for store hours, this fisherman only stays
open until the catch runs out.
nHelen Colombus was pulled over and asked by a young
police officer "Do you know you were speeding?”
85-year-old Helen talked herself out of a ticket
by answering, "Yes, but I had to get there
before I forgot where I was going."
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Norfolk County Tourism & Economic Development
Norfolk County staff attract
tourism & business
– adapted from an article by Lyn Tremblay in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Norfolk County's Planning and Economic Development
Services Department is headed by General Manager Chris
Baird. The key functions of the department as a whole
include Building & By-law Administration, Community
Planning Services, Heritage & Culture, and Tourism &
Economic Development.
The duties of the latter, and the focus of this article, are
carried out under the guidance of Manager nClark Hoskin,
whose staff includes Promotions Coordinator Cindy
Vanderstar, Economic Development Coordinator Linda
D'Hondt-Crandon, Marketing Assistant Lorraine
DeSerrano, Graphic Designer nTracy Haskett, and
Business Development Coordinator Ted Willey.
In recent years, summer students have been hired as
ambassadors working in Information Booths, and with the
Boards of Trade and Chambers of Commerce across the
county, in what is known as the Tourism Services Program.
In an interview with The Maple Leaf, Manager Hoskin noted
that this is an expensive program and is trending
downwards around the world due to the social media
network.
“We've done a cost analysis and it came to about $30 per
enquiry, which is not really a proper use of taxpayers'
money” he stated. “It's being reviewed and we'll be looking to
identify, for example, if there is a need in Port Dover that is
business-oriented and we'll focus on that.”
Manager Hoskin says the key focus of the department is
attracting dollars from outside the county, whether it be
through new businesses who invest or through tourists who
spend their money here.
If a company is interested in locating or developing in
Norfolk County Linda D'Hondt-Crandon is the first person
they'll speak to. She helps them cut through the red tape
associated with site selection, business set-up, municipal
policies and procedures, etc.
“We do a lot of networking with other associations and
groups and developers,” states Manager Hoskin. “We have to
be careful not to leak information if interest is expressed. It's
the quiet part of our office that we can't talk about. Our
thanks comes from seeing the company grow and people
employed. That's the exciting part of the job.”
Attracting tourists to the area falls on the shoulders of
Cindy Vanderstar, who holds the department's only
contract position as Promotions Coordinator.
Manager Hoskin explained that staff, working as a team,
are constantly evaluating and changing their approaches to
the different facets of the department.
As an example, he notes that in 2002 motor coaches were
a big part of attracting tourists to the area. They’ve noticed a
decline in interest, partially because the destination itself
needs a lot of resources to attract this mode of
transportation and the county does not have enough venues.
Ms. Vanderstar has achieved success in attracting
visitors by fostering a relationship with travel and food
writers, and as a liaison witg the Travel Media Association of
Canada, Norfolk County’s Culinary Tourism Sub-Committee
and the Ontario Culinary Tourism Alliance.
The works created by Graphic Designer nTracy Haskett
carry the word about Norfolk County's attributes, and its
photographic images beyond our borders. Her artistic talents
in the design of the annual Experience Guide maps,

Members of the Norfolk County Tourism & Economic
Development Department: Pictured at back (left to right), Ted
Willey, nClark Hoskin, Lorraine DeSerrano, Cindy Vanderstar.
Community Profile Recipe Book and other publications have
won the county accolades through provincial and national
awards.
Of course, producing professional materials and
promoting the county comes with a price tag and much of
the revenue is gained through the county's Marketing
Partner Program. One of the duties of Business Development
Co-ordinator Ted Willey is to co-ordinate the program which
brings in over $100,000 annually. Business partners pay a
fee to be promoted through county promotional materials
such as the Experience Guide.
Often, the first voice or face associated with the
department is through Marketing Assistant Lorraine
DeSerrano who mans the phones, greets walk-in traffic, and
assists with the department's various programs and
activities.
Manager Hoskin's duties relate to management,
department finances, council reporting, etc. He is the liaison
to the Tourism & Economic Development Advisory Board,
South-west Ontario Tourism Corp., and the South Central
Ontario Region Economic Development Corp. “We get to be
the cheerleaders for the community and we are lucky to get
to do that because we have such a cool county. It has so
much going for it,” he states.
The department is hands-on when it comes to activities
relating to the Tourism & Economic Advisory Board,
Agriculture Advisory Board and the new Culinary Tourism
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French Immersion at Walsh, and Wind Turbines at Ryerse
Sub-Committee. Strategies in Agri-Tourism, Market
Development, Motorcycle Tourism, Port, Coastal and
Riverfront Development, Region Birding Initiative &
Assessment, Regional Culinary Guide and Regional
Recreational Experience and Assessment are all being
developed under the new provincially-designated Region #1
umbrella. Norfolk County is included in the region which
geographically covers all of south-western Ontario. Two
part-time people have been hired as part of a Southwest
Ontario (Tourism Region 1) Transition Network Team and are
located in offices within in the Norfolk County Tourism
Building.

thought was parents were waiting to see whether it worked
or not.”
Walsh was chosen because it is at the geographical centre
of the county and is a school bus hub. Students, including
high school students, come in from all directions to transfer
to other buses at the rural school west of Simcoe.
It also has the space. Seven years ago, the school had
more than 500 students. Today, enrolment sits at just over
300.
If interest in the program grows, Walsh could become
what's called a “dual-track” school with French and English
sides.
There's enough room at the school for expansion, noted
principal Dirk Matthys.
“It has the space, we have the will, we are looking to
expand our base of students. All these things have aligned
for us,” Principal Matthys said.
Simcoe already has a French school, École Ste. Marie. It
is part of the French Catholic board that covers the area,
Conseil Scholaire de District Catholique Centre-Sud. Board
spokesperson Sébastien Lacroix said the immersion school
won't affect enrolment at École Ste. Marie because that
school is already limited to children of French-Canadian
descent.
Educators say French immersion is a great opportunity
for students. They become fluent in the country's second
official language while learning French actually strengthens
their English skills.
Jeremy and Holly Cottingham of Pinegrove are sending
their three-year-old daughter Sadie to the French
kindergarten at Walsh in September.
“We just thought it might open up opportunities for her
later in life,” Jeremy said.
“It'll be a learning experience for us,” he added. “We'll get
a second chance at learning French ourselves. That will be
exciting for us, to learn a little bit more French.”
Any parent in Norfolk County interested in sending their
child to French immersion should contact Walsh Public
School at 519-426-3716.

French immersion looks
promising: board
– adapted from an article by Daniel Pearce, Times-Reformer

French immersion classes are coming to Norfolk County
for what is believed to be the first time.
Starting in September, Walsh Public School will host a
full class of junior and senior kindergarten students.
The hope is the students will move up to Grade 1 next
year and another kindergarten class will come in behind
them, eventually forming a K-8 French school.
Past attempts to bring French immersion, in which
English speaking students study almost completely in
French, to Norfolk schools failed due to a lack of interest
from parents.
The Grand Erie District School Board decided this time to
take the bold step of choosing a site and announcing the
start of a French immersion stream rather than trying to
gauge interest through surveys first, said board chair Carol
Ann Sloat of Brantford.
The approach worked. Parents responded to an open
house and a call for registrations. Twenty-seven students
have been signed up for French kindergarten at Walsh.
The board has also announced sites in Haldimand
County, at Centennial school in Caledonia, and in rural
Brant County in Burford. Both those schools will also have
full kindergarten classes in September.
“We're hopeful to start and we'll see where it goes,” said
Carol Ann. “It looks very promising.”
“Expanding French Immersion for the Board of Trustees
is about delivering our programs equitably for all students
while utilizing space we have in our existing facilities,” said
Carol Ann, chair of the Grand Erie District School Board, in
a statement. “We're able to bring the love of French learning
closer to home thanks to parents who through their voice
expressed an interest in their children receiving this
program.”
French immersion has been a success in Brantford where
classes have existed for 30 years.
The city has two standalone French K-8 schools with a
combined enrolment of more than 750 students while
Brantford Collegiate Institute runs a French stream at the
secondary level.
Those schools are in theory open to children from Norfolk
and Haldimand counties – provided they can find their own
transportation there.
In Brantford, some students have gone through the entire
system in French and have returned to their home schools to
teach, said Carol Ann.
Longtime Norfolk trustee Don Werden of Port Ryerse said
he has tried for years to bring French immersion to the area
but was repeatedly told “the interest is not there ... My

Wind turbines slated for Port
Ryerse
– adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg, Simcoe Reformer

Wind turbines will be coming to the Port Ryerse area in
the near future.
The Ontario Power Authority announced the approval of
40 new green energy projects representing 872 megawatts of
clean power.
This is enough to serve the electricity needs of 200,000
homes – a community the size of Burlington.
Details on the Port Ryerse project are sketchy. Sponsor of
the project is UDI Renewables Corporation. UDI has received
permission to feed 10,000 kilowatts of wind power into the
provincial grid. Beyond that, the OPA is not releasing further
information.
“Anything that is not available on our website is not
available under privacy laws,” OPA spokesperson Amanda
Flude said Thursday. “Part of the Privacy Act is that I can't
give out contact information either.”
Ten thousand kilowatts of generating power is roughly
equivalent to the output of 10 turbines of the kind in the
Erie Shores wind power project near Port Rowan.
Port Ryerse is shaping up to be a green energy hub in
Norfolk. Last year, SkyPower and SkyEdison turned the sod
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Wind Turbines for Port Ryerse, and Learning to Save Lives
on a large solar farm operation on Port Ryerse Road north of
Highway 6.
Planner Shirley Cater, Norfolk County's point person on
wind farm projects, only learned about the UDI proposal
yesterday. Cater gave assurances that there will be open
houses related to the development and a discussion around
the Norfolk council table before the project proceeds.
“This is really odd because normally all of these
companies will have consulted with me by now,” Shirley
said. “I'm sure they are aware of the procedure under the
(Renewable Energy Act). We will likely get an application and
they will have to hold several public meetings through the
process.”
Dr. Scott Petrie, executive director of Long Point
Waterfowl in Turkey Point, says it is difficult to assess the
project without knowing what kind of turbines will be used
and where they will be located.
“This certainly takes me by surprise,” Scott said
yesterday.
“I'd be concerned by how close they are to the lakeshore.
I'm not worried about impacts on wetlands because there
aren't that many in the Port Ryerse area. But there is
certainly significant bushland habitat down there.”
The Ministry of the Environment setback for wind
turbines from residential dwellings is 550 metres while the
setback from provincially significant woodlots is 120 metres.
“That is completely inadequate,” says Scott, who is
hearing anecdotal evidence that giant turbines drive away
wildlife wherever they are situated. “That means they can
basically place them anywhere. If I lived in the Port Ryerse
area, I'd be very worried about my health, my property
values and my electricity bills.”
The OPA's announcement yesterday means wind turbines
in Port Ryerse will move forward. Two years ago, in response
to mounting local opposition, the McGuinty government
stripped municipalities of their approval authority for
renewable energy projects.

Debbie Solymar, of Port Ryerse, practiced CPR at the Vittoria &
District Community Centre. Norfolk EMS has been offering first aid
and defibrillator training sessions in rural communities.
was surprised by the simplicity of these public handheld
units that deliver an electric jolt to the heart.
“It was really easy,” she said. “You just need to learn how
to be calm and assess the situation.”
Bus driver Janice Pearson, of Port Burwell, also used a
defibrillator for the first time.
“It was a lot easier than I thought,” she agreed, pointing
out oral instructions are spit out from the machine itself.
As more public spaces are equipped with defibrillators,
training on how to operate a unit is becoming more
important, Darwin Rouse noted. Currently, defibrillators are
available at Norfolk County community halls, arenas and
high schools.
Once people practice with a unit, they become more
comfortable in picking one up in a medical emergency.
“They (defibrillators) are very easy to use and they're very
people-friendly,” Darwin said, “and they walk and talk you
through the whole process and we're finding people are
finding it very, very easy to use.”
Last night's training session gave plenty of peace to
participants.
“Driving bus you never know what can happen,” Janice
said. “I want to be able to know I can do something.”
Norfolk paramedics have volunteered their time for
training sessions in Fairground, Teeterville, Vittoria and
Boston.

Rural lifesavers
– adapted from an article by Barbara Simpson, Simcoe Reformer

VITTORIA – Knowing how to perform CPR and use a
defibrillator are lifesaving tools. They become even more
valuable in rural centres.
Residents in hamlets such as Vittoria and Teeterville
often have a longer wait for emergency personnel. However,
time doesn't stand still for a person in medical distress.
That's why Norfolk paramedics have recently been
offering free CPR and defibrillator training sessions in rural
communities. Residents have a chance to work with CPR
dolls and touch a defibrillator unit for the first time.
“The reason we're coming out to communities, like
Vittoria, is because of the lack of ambulance coverage in this
area,” said Darwin Rouse, director of Norfolk EMS last
night. “We can't put an ambulance in every community, so
we want to try to promote CPR and teach people how to use
defibrillators.”
A handful of residents from all walks of life turned out for
a training session at the Vittoria & District Community
Centre last night. Some had previous CPR training, others
lacked it, but all were eager to practice the lifesaving tool.
Educational assistant Debbie Solymar came from Port
Ryerse for the training.
“I work with kids and I have children of my own, so I
thought it was something I needed to figure out,” she said.
Last night was her first time touching a defibrillator. She

ELVIS HAS LEFT THE BUILDING
"If life were fair, Elvis would be alive and
all the Elvis impersonators would be dead."
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Oooops!, and Raising the Bell
Beach cluttered with timber
– adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg, Simcoe Reformer

NORMANDALE – Managers of Ryerson Camp are
discussing their options following the collapse of a large pile
of scrap lumber onto the beach in Normandale.
Since the collapse several weeks ago, the beach east of
the pile has become cluttered with large blocks of firewood,
trunk sections, tree tops and limbs. The affected area is
several hundred yards long.
The affected zone is nearly impassable for people walking
on the beach. Of greater concern is the hazard the wood
poses to boaters, water skiiers, jet skiiers and anyone else on
Long Point Bay.
“It is going to become a big disaster because, when the
wind comes, it's going to get carried out into the bay, said
Normandale resident Sandra Halcovitch. “Someone is going
to get killed.”
Ryerson Camp is operated by the United Church of
Canada. The private Christian retreat operates from late
June through Labour Day. The camp has been a presence in
Normandale for decades.
“We hope to give you a statement by the end of the week,”
camp director Cam Fraser said Thursday. “We're piecing
things together from what volunteers have reported. We
certainly want to do what we can to rectify what may have
happened down there.”
Bob and Evanne Ketchabaw of Ingersoll have owned a
cottage in Normandale for 25 years. They were stunned this
week to see what has happened to the beach near their
property. Bob Ketchabaw described the large blocks of wood
in the mix as “leg breakers” for water skiiers and the like.
“This is not normally what the beach in Normandale looks
like,” Evanne Ketchabaw added. “This kind of debris is
going to be a real safety hazard. Certainly, this will be
awkward for swimmers, but more importantly for people that
are boating or jet-skiing or anything like that. This is so
popular here in the summer that it's going to be a real safety
hazard. It needs to be cleaned up.”
Acting on a complaint, the Ministry of Natural Resources
has advised Ryerson Camp that tossing limbs, scrap wood
and other timber over the bluff is contrary to the province's
Public Lands Act. Ryerson Camp has acted on these
instructions.
“The volunteers have been told that they need to find a
new location for brush,” Cam Fraser said.
The MNR takes an interest in navigation hazards on Long
Point Bay. Ice fishermen, for example, are fined if they don't
have their huts removed by March 15. However, the MNR
has no plans to clean up the debris in Normandale.
“We do not typically assist in any debris removal, which is
frequent along the shoreline and a natural occurrence for
many private residents,” spokesperson Jolanta Kowalski
said.

Friends on a mission for Port
Ryerse Church
– adapted from an article by Jacob Robinson in the Simcoe
Reformer of March 28

PORT RYERSE – Though one of the smaller structures in
Port Ryerse, the town's Memorial Church stands as a bridge
from the past to the present and everywhere in between.
The historic white church has played host to many events
over the years, and now serves as the only official public
building in the town.
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The “Friends of the Port Ryerse Church” are planning to rebuild the
bell tower and “Raise the Bell” in the church – which also serves as
a community hall – the only official public building in the little port
village. Plans also include improving accessibility with a lift and
accessible washrooms.
A few years ago, the church's tower lost its bell because it
could no longer bear the weight of the object that was used
to signal weddings and other occasions.
Now the “Friends of the Port Ryerse Church” are on a
mission, not just to get the bell back in the tower, but also to
make the facility accessible to everyone.
“Years ago, when we were ringing the bell, we noticed
there was some movement (in the tower),” Port Ryerse
resident and member of the fundraising committee Jack
Addison explained. “It weighs about 5,600 pounds. We got
an engineer to come and look at it and he said, 'The best
thing you can do is take that out of there.' So that's what we
did.”
The group is looking to raise about $80,000 rebuild the
tower and put the bell back in its rightful place, and another
$90,000 to add amenities that are wheelchair accessible.
When rebuilt, the tower will look the same as it does now.
The group has applied for funding, and has raised about
$30,000 on their own, but there is still plenty to be done. On
Saturday, the friends of the church held an information
session, laying out their plans and how they will go about
accumulating the funds. Jack Addison deemed the meeting
a success.
“I would say from the turnout today, it went really well.
There's more people here than I expected and I've seen a lot
of people that I haven't seen before so that's good,” he
explained.
The town's namesake, Samuel Ryerse, is buried behind
the church, as are soldiers that fought in the War of 1812.
Historical facts and pictures like those were accumulated in
the 1994 publishing of the Port Ryerse history book. One of
the fundraising efforts will be to produce an updated copy of
the project and reprint 1,000 copies to be sold. The release
date is slated for the coming weeks.
“This is a huge source of history,” Jack said while holding
a copy. “If this stuff wasn't put in this, it wouldn't be around
because it's laying here and there. It's an amazing thing,
really.”
In an effort to accommodate everyone, an elevator will be
added to the building and one of the two downstairs

Linda’s Back, and Relay For Life
bathrooms will be converted to be wheelchair accessible.
“We're getting people that are older and it's something
you want to be able to do to accommodate people,” Jack
explained.
“It's a reality and in some ways it's a moral obligation. We
don't have to do this, but morally you would like to think
everyone's included – that's our goal.”
The fundraising efforts will also include a “Port Ryerse
Night” at the Lighthouse Festival Theatre in Port Dover, and
a “Raising Bell” party in Port Ryerse.
Those looking to get involved can contact Jack Addison
at 519-428-1611, Barb Cleland at 519-426-5864 or any
other member of the fundraising committee.

in Norfolk for their practice and lifestyle,” said Linda.
One of the key strategies to accomplishing this goal will
be to create a website that will help get our message out to
the world electronically. The site will focus on options for
practice, areas of care in the hospital including the
Emergency Department and Obstetrics, highlight specialists
available to support what physicians do, speak to the
diversity of our community, emphasize youth in our
community. “We have a lot of options we want to
communicate tophysicians and other health and social
services professionals interested in coming to work here. Our
geographic location in proximity to the GTA is very appealing
as well as our excellent schools, arts, local sports. We need
to focus on other appealing attributes besides attractive
financial packages, money may bring health and social
services professionals here, but it won’t keep them here.”
Linda has hit the ground running and is delighted to be
back working on this exciting opportunity. For now, her
retirement is on hold with full intentions to ‘ramp up’
recruitment efforts. While she’ll work through the Health and
Social Service Professionals Committee putting ideas into
motion, she really looks forward to collecting ideas, contacts
and suggestions from our health and social service providers
and those in the community. As Linda points out, “It’s a
whole community that recruits.” Contact Linda, 4th Floor
Ext. 4821

Linda Vancso Leads the
Search for Health & Social
Service Professionals
– adapted from an article in Hospital Happenings, newsletter of Norfolk
General Hospital

She’s back, in a jointly
funded project to help
recruit and retain health
and social service
professionals to Norfolk
County.
As a knowledgeable,
well-connected
experienced health care
professional herself,
nLinda Vancso has
devoted most of her life to
her hospital and
community. “She is an
obvious choice to fill the
role of Health and Social
Service Professionals
Retention and Recruitment
Coordinator,” said Bill
Lewis, NGH President and
CEO.
Working with Norfolk General Hospital and Norfolk
County, Linda’s primary focus will be to attract new
physicians to our area and investigate their needs.
Currently, Norfolk County is short thirteen physicians. “It’s
to everyone’s advantage that we do this, potential employers
would be reluctant to move to a community that doesn’t
have adequate health care physicians to serve their workers
and boomers seeking to retire in our community want to be
assured they will have a family doctor when they relocate.”
With her office located at NGH, Linda is in excellent
proximity to the very people she hopes will act as
recruitment and retention champions. “A lot of physicians
have been great over the years with students and residents
by mentoring, coaching and teaching them.
“We’ve recruited several physicians in the past through
these positive experiences,” said Linda. “We must maintain
our efforts to prepare for retirements on the horizon and
changes to the dynamics of our population.”
‘It’s a whole community that recruits’ and part of Linda’s
role is to engage locals, make positive connections, follow up
on leads and expressions of interest, gain suggestions and
help organize recruitment related events that may attract
potential candidates to our area. “Let’s have them come to
us, and experience first hand what great opportunities exist

Hope, memories kept alive
– adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg, Simcoe Reformer

nJoan Robinson was
unable to make it to the
sixth annual Relay For Life
in Port Dover Friday night.
Joan died two years ago
from cancer. She was 63.
A past participant in the
life-affirming event, Joan
was unable to make it to
the Todd Eaton Memorial
Track.
Her butter tarts,
however, were there in her
place.
Friends and relatives of
Joan participated in this year's relay under the Butter Tarts
banner. While others walked laps, they sold hundreds of
tarts beside the track based on Joan's famous recipe. All
proceeds were devoted to cancer research and programs
managed by the Brant-Norfolk branch of the Canadian
Cancer Society.
“She always brought butter tarts to any family gathering
we had,” said Sherry Roberts of Port Dover, captain of the
Butter Tarts team. “So it was my daughter-in-law who came
up with the idea that we should bring her butter tarts to any
family event we had; tarts using her recipe.”
Remembering loved ones who are no longer here because
of cancer is a big theme of the Relay For Life. The track at
Port Dover Composite School was lined with more than
1,000 candle luminaries, most of which bore the name of
someone who had succumbed to the disease, is fighting
cancer or has beaten it. The 12-hour relay, which began at 7
p.m. and ended 7 a.m. Saturday, stopped at sunset Friday
for a lighting of the candles.
While the hundreds in attendance reflected on the
massive toll cancer takes in this and other communities, a
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Relay For Life, Artworks Wanted, and Auction 2011
bagpiper played the mournful strains of Amazing Grace.
“That's always the biggest and most emotional event of
the night,” said Bethany Borody, the Canadian Cancer
Society's fundraising co-ordinator in Brant- Norfolk. “A lot of
people will attend just for that.”
Relay For Life is a hugely important fundraiser for cancer
programs in Norfolk County. Forty teams with five to 10
members each did laps all night. Last year's relay raised
$172,000. Friday's goal was $180,000.
“We look like we're on our way to making it,” Bethany
said.
The battle against cancer is serious business, one which
has attracted thousands of happy warriors. While the stakes
are high, relay participants take pains to bring along their
sense of humour. Many attended Friday's event in costume.
Team names included the Super B's, the Cupcake Cuties,
and Lil' Raise of Sunshine. A gang of hippies sporting
tie-dyed tees called themselves Declaring Cancer Out of
Style.
“My sister-in-law battled cancer twice – ovarian and
kidney – and beat it,” said retired NHLer Ryan
Vandenbussche of Port Ryerse, a member of the Proud
Canadians team. “We're here celebrating that and also
remembering those who have been taken down by this
terrible disease. It's a great opportunity to reflect on the past
and where we are going.”
The Brant-Norfolk branch awarded a special prize to the

team that submitted the most money before the relay.
Sheila's Beautiful Beach Babes of Port Dover were treated to
manicures, pedicures, massages and catered meals from
Barrel Pizza and Serafina in Simcoe for submitting $4,500 at
the get-go.

Local Art wanted for the Delhi
Community Health Centre
The Delhi Community Health Centre is a
community-owned, non profit organization dedicated to
providing quality health care to Delhi and surrounding
areas.
DCHC opened on July 2, 2003. It is a state-of-the-art
medical clinic offering flexible practiceopportunitiesto
physicians.
Sixfamily physicians and a Pediatrician are currently
working at the Delhi Community Health Centre. Their staff
complement includes nurse practitioners, nursing, social
work, mental health, pharmacy, laboratory, clerical and
administrative.
They have an active volunteer base and partner with local
education facilities to provide co-op placements for
secondary school students and Medical Office assistants.
Medical students also work there, learning about rural
family medicinealongside their family physicians.
Services offered at Delhi Community Health Centre are:
• Delhi Family Health Team
• Family Health Group physician offices
• CMLHealthcare Inc.
• Pharmasave
• SeniorSupport Services
Our personal doctor, Dr. William Thorogood suggested
that we might be able to spread the word among our
numerous contacts about a project he is personally
interested in. Dr. Bill and the DCHC are interested in
displaying some artwork by local artists in their Board Room
which also serves as a meeting room and classroom. They
invite anyone who is willing to donate or lend one or more
pieces of art (preferably by Norfolk artists), to please
contacttheir Executive Director, Linda VanLondersele, by
phone: 519-582-2323 Ext 239 or email: info@dchc.ca.
We offered to report this need in our newsletter in hopes
that enough Vittoria Foundation members and other donors
will contact Linda. We already have three or four members
committed. Thanks to all.

Auction 2011
On page 2 of this Vittoria Booster, we thanked our more
than 100 contributors and 65 volunteers who helped out
with the very successful 2011 Spaghetti Dinner & Auction,
our 15th Annual fundraiser.
In case you missed the Auction, we had a total of 81
items for sale in the Live Auction, and 108 items in the
Silent Auction. The chances of any person winning a prize in
our Raffle, Toonie Draw or Door Prize were better than one in
three, with a total of 124 prizes up for grabs.
In addition to these 313 items donated, cash donations
totalling $575 were sent in by members in lieu of auction or
raffle items, to help with the evening’s expenses.
There was a wonderful variety of unique contributions
including antiques, artwork, collectibles, entertainment
packages, food, furniture, gift certificates, homecrafted
items, quilting, sculptures, toys and much, much more.

Kaitlyn and Spencer Van Dyk of Vittoria did their part during
Norfolk’s 6th annual Relay For Life, a twelve-hour walkathon which
was held at the Todd Eaton Memorial Track in Port Dover. Kaitlyn
and Spencer were proud members of the team Proud Canadians.
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Tidbits of Trivia
Many positive comments were received about the meal
catered by Linda Ball and her associates, including the
desserts which were described as “to die for”.
Convenors for the various parts of the event were:
Tickets & Registration – nGinger Stanley and nJoan
Norman
Contributions & catalogue – nRoger Cruickshank
Hall Setup & Bar – nJim Melville
Door & Bid Card distribution – nJohn Donaldson
Serving Meal – nGinger Stanley
Live Auction and Event Chairman – nTom Haskett
Silent Auction – nJoan Norman
Raffle & Toonie ticket sales – nGary Cooper
Raffle, Toonie & Door Prize draws - nJohn Donaldson
Cashiers & Banking – nBrenda Assel
Each convenor recruited enough volunteers to assist
them as needed.

ATTENTION ALL OLDER MEN!
A 'heads up' for those men who may be regular
customers at Lowe's, Home Depot, Costco, or even
WalMart. This one caught me totally by surprise.
Over the last month I became a victim of a clever scam
while out shopping. Simply going out to get supplies has
turned out to be quite traumatic.
Don't be naive enough to think it couldn't happen to
you or your friends. Here's how the scam works:
Two nice-looking, college-aged girls will come over to
your car or truck as you are packing your purchases into
your vehicle. They both start wiping your windshield with
a rag and Windex, with their cleavage almost falling out of
their skimpy T-shirts. (It's impossible not to look).
When you thank them and offer them a tip, they say
'No' but instead ask for a ride to McDonald's.
You agree and they climb into the vehicle. On the way,
they start undressing. Then one of them starts crawling all
over you, while the other one steals your wallet.
I had my wallet stolen May 4th, 9th, 10th, twice on the
15th, 17th, 20th, 24th, and 29th. Also June 1st & 4th, twice
on the 8th, 16th, 23rd, 26th & 27th, and very likely again
this upcoming weekend.
So tell your friends to be careful. What a horrible way
to take advantage of us older men. Please warn your
friends to be vigilant.

Tidbits of Trivia
Letter to the Editor of the Norfolk Hub
We would like to let you know that our nM&M Meat
Shops Simcoe store came in Number 1 again this year!
This is four years in a row now that we have raised the
most money for the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of Canada
from over 460 M&M Meat Shops stores across Canada!
We raised over $16,000 this year with our barbecue and
“Stars Program”.
Across Canada, the total amount raised was $1,550,000.
This brings our 23-year fundraising total to $21,560,000!
We are so proud of our great volunteers and fantastic
community support!
Way to go Simcoe! Way to go Norfolk County!
– nJoe and nStella Kellar, Franchisees nM&M Meat Shops

On the first day of April this year, I received the
clipping below in an e-Mail from Journalist Marg Werden
of Port Ryerse.

Butter Tarts for Cancer Research and Programs
According to captain Sherry Roberts of the Butter Tart
Relay for Life Team, the proceeds from the sale of nJoan
Robinson’s Recipe Butter Tarts at a yard sale and the Relay
For Life walkathon, amounted to close to $700, and counting
their pledges and sponsorships, the Butter Tarts team raised
a total of $4,700 for the Canadian Cancer Society. Awesome!
Where in the World is Vittoria, Ontario?
I was looking over the list of places where the Ontario
Volunteer Service Awards ceremonies are being held. I found
it intriguing that almost all were in cities or fairly significant
towns (Stratford, Scarborough, Richmond Hill, Mississauga,
Brantford, London, etc.). Aylmer, with a population of a little
over 7,000 was the smallest town I saw. And then there is
Vittoria, (population 500 nice people ... and one old grouch!)
It occurred to me that we truly are blessed to be selected
to host this first-class, high-profile event. Kudos to The
Vittoria & District Foundation for presenting a down-home,
country-style welcome to our visitors and friends from the
Ministry as well as a large number of dedicated volunteers.
Another first for Vittoria
According to representatives of the Honours and Awards
Branch of the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship & Immigration,
sponsors of the Ontario Volunteer Service Awards, when
nTwila Cruickshank delivered her keynote address on June
1st, she created a little history. To the best of their
knowledge, this marked the first time in the 25-year history
of the awards that two spouses had each been invited to be
keynote speakers for the event (Roger spoke in 2009).

(continued on top of page 24)
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Burning Kiln Winery
smaller and smaller and financially they may be having a
tough time. Churches still hold a lot of a community's fabric
and many moons ago they acted like today's community
centres and meeting halls ... they were the gathering place.
It seems we have kinda' forgotten about that ... in our
area the kids grow up, go off to school and end up not
returning till much later in life ... perhaps this plays a part
in a church's slow decline.
We should understand these churches better ... if not
because of the religious meaning but perhaps of the
historical importance ... because of the people who attended
the marriages and the funerals ... lives were lived in these
buildings, families grew up there and when it is all said and
done, lets embrace the people who made our churches
strong.
Saint John's Church sits proudly at the corner of St.
John's Road and Highway 84. It has been there since 1821
... it has burned three times and been rebuilt three times.
The first two were wooden structures and the third was
brick.
Over the years, the church has been home to many local
families ... consisting of mainly farmers who lived in the
area. The Walkers were one of those families.
Sheila Hastie (her mother's maiden name was Walker)
remembers attending the church as a young child. She
thinks back to her grandparents who attended as well ... the
Union Jack that hangs in the church is the one that her
grandparents (Quanbury) donated to the church in memory
of their two sons who were lost in WWI ... If you walked into
that church today ... you might think, boy, they sure could
use a new flag. But the history behind the flag represents a
local family ... their heritage ... their faith ... their story. This
is the sense of community that a church has the power to
hold within its walls. Whether or not we attend church
much, we need to open our eyes to the history that
surrounds us in these grand buildings and take the time to
celebrate their importance.
An event that displayed some of the history of St. John's
took place on Sunday June 26th ... a Wedding Bells Service
celebrating 190 years of unions ... all the folks who have
been married at the church were invited to bring their
wedding photos, enjoy the service with special guest Bishop
Terry Dance, Bishop of Norfolk, stay for the lunch afterwards
... and share the memories of their special day at St. John's
Anglican Church.
I think this was a really cool idea ... and it gave folks the
opportunity to reconnect with the church and all it has to
offer!

Happy April Fool’s Day from the Vittoria Millpond Swans!

Burning Kiln Winery
– adapted from an article by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub

Burning Kiln Winery just became one of the newest
destination points in Ontario. With its location out on Front
Road across from Long Point Eco-Adventures ... it will only
be a matter of time before folks begin flocking to the location
to take in the ambience of this beautiful facility.
My wife, Monica and I were invited out for the grand
opening recently and were impressed with the staff, the
building and the wine!
The ownership group led by Mike McArthur and Dave
Pond thanked all of the folks who had helped make this
eight year dream a reality. It was not long before all of the
owners, Frank DeLeebeeck, Scott Fixter, Dave Pond,
Mike McArthur, Steve Malo, Gord Malo and Todd
Saunders gathered and made the opening official with a
ribbon-cutting ceremony.
The facility, which used to be an old pack barn has been
revitalized, retaining some of its traditional charm, while
housing the latest in wine making technology.
The ownership group spared no expense. The front lobby
that is used for sales overlooks the glassed-in winery. The
outside patio adds another positive to an already great
experience. These guys have done their homework and have
created a strong connection to the community. Burning Kiln
is a place we can all be proud of.
As for the wine ... well, all of the varieties have their own
denning taste ... but within each. is that taste of Norfolk and
its people ... humble ... smooth ... inviting ... with a little
kick of tradition ... our group of seven have done us proud...
Burning Kiln Winery is now open, so make sure you stop out
for a tour and wine sampling.

St. John’s Anglican Church–
adapted from an article by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub

A lot of us in this day and age do not attend church on a
regular basis. Oh, we go maybe for special occasions ...
weddings and funerals or perhaps at Christmas or Easter,
out for many, it has become less a part of life.
Most of us can think back as children when Sunday
school was part of our weekend. You got dressed up ... sang
in the choir ... hung out with some friends ... as you grew,
you found ways to slowly excuse yourself from attending.
For a lot of churches ... their congregations are growing
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Auction Candids, and Potpourri

Renowned local sculptor Alec Godden explains to the throng the
intricacies of his latest contribution to The Vittoria & District
Foundation’s 15th Annual Auction – a garden Sundial.

Youth Volunteer Mason Cooper helped his Grandad Gary peddle
R-A-F-F-L-E Tickets, then assisted the Auctioneer on the stage by
helping display items as they came up for sale.

Another sold-out full-house crowd enjoyed the antics of Auctioneer
Lyle Smith and his side-kick Tom Haskett, as he auctioned off
more than 80 donated items in the Live Auction.

Norfolk County employee nRoger Cruickshank cut the ice from
around the Simcoe Panorama angel so it could be removed from
the water as the takedown of the annual show’s displays continues.
(Photo by Daniel Pearce in the Simcoe Reformer)

UNDERCOVER POLICE DOG
Marion Sherman thought that $4 was a very reasonable
price for a thoroughbred police dog, so she clipped out
the ad in the Simcoe Reformer newspaper that proclaimed
this extraordinary bargain, wrote out a check, and ordered
the dog to be shipped to her residence.
A few days later the expressman deposited on her
doorstep the mangiest-looking mongrel she had ever
seen. In a rage she telephoned the man who had inserted
the ad, and said, "What do you mean by calling that mutt a
thoroughbred police dog?"
"He is just that," was the solemn reply. "Don't be deceived
by his looks. He's in the Secret Service."

nJohn Donaldson, convenor of the Raffle, Toonie and Door Prize
Draws, listens attentively as V&DF Chair nGary Cooper
addresses the gathering.
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More Auction Candids

Auctioneer Lyle Smith, appearing for his 14th time at the V&DF
Auction, kept the bidders on their toes as he moved briskly and
efficiently through the many outstanding donated items on display.

Many of the bidders enjoy recording the often remarkable prices
paid for each Live Auction article.

The desserts at the Spaghetti Dinner were “to die for”, especially
the decadent butter tarts baked up by caterer Linda Ball and staff.

nMichael Haskett and Mason Cooper hold up the M.A.F.I.A.
Box of Treasures while nGary Cooper informs the audience
about the impressive list of articles contained by the box.

“OH, MY GOD!”
A plane was taking off from the John C. Munro
Hamilton International Airport. After it reached
comfortable cruising altitude, the captain made an
announcement over the intercom, "Ladies and
gentlemen, this is your captain speaking. Welcome to
Flight Number 293, nonstop from Mount Hope to
Los Angeles. The weather ahead is good and,
therefore, we should have a smooth and uneventful
flight. Now sit back and relax ... OH, MY GOD!"
Silence followed, and after a few minutes, the captain
came back on the intercom and said, "Ladies and
Gentlemen, I am so sorry if I scared you earlier.
While I was talking to you, the flight attendant
accidentally spilled a cup of hot coffee in my lap.
You should see the front of my pants!"
nGary Cooper who was flying in Coach yelled back,
"That's nothing. You should see the back of mine!”

As usual, an Alec Godden sculpture – a stainless steel garden
sundial – was the focal point of the Auction, and brought a
handsome sum. Alec also donated two songbird sculptures.
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OVSA Candids, and Potpourri

nHelen Colombus, nBetty Bosma and nLarry Cable all received
OVSA awards for their years of volunteer service to the Vittoria
Lamport Club Seniors. Helen received a second award fo her
service on behalf of The Vittoria & District Foundation.

One of several husband and wife couples, nGeorge and nSusan
Davidson receive congratulations from MPP Toby Barrett.

Guest speaker nTwila Cruickshank delivered the keynote address
at the 25th Anniversary Ontario Volunteer Service Awards
-27ceremony

Wrapping it up, and a little Tomfoolery
A.A.A.D.D. – KNOW THE SYMPTOMS!

Wrapping it up!

Thank goodness there's a name for this disorder. Age
Activated Attention Deficit Disorder. This is how it
manifests:
I decide to water my garden. As I turn on the hose in
the driveway, I look over at my car and decide it needs
washing.
As I start toward the garage, I notice mail on the porch
table that I brought up from the mail box earlier. I decide to
go through the mail before I wash the car.
I lay my car keys on the table, put the junk mail in the
garbage can under the table, and notice that the can is full.
So, I decide to put the bills back on the table and take
out the garbage first.
But then I think, since I'm going to be near the mailbox
when I take out the garbage anyway, I may as well pay the
bills first.
I take my cheque book off the table, and see that there
is only one cheque left. My extra cheques are in my desk
in the study, so I go inside the house to my desk where I
find the can of Pepsi I'd been drinking.
I'm going to look for my cheques, but first I need to
push the Pepsi aside so that I don't accidentally knock it
over.
The Pepsi is getting warm, and I decide to put it in the
refrigerator to keep it cold.
As I head toward the kitchen with the Pepsi, a vase of
flowers on the counter catches my eye – they need water.
I put the Pepsi on the counter and discover my reading
glasses that I've been searching for all morning. I decide I
had better put them back on my desk, but first I'm going to
water the flowers.
I set the glasses back down on the counter, fill a
container with water and suddenly spot the TV remote.
Someone left it on the kitchen table.
I realize that tonight when we go to watch TV, I'll be
looking for the remote, but I won't remember that it's on
the kitchen table, so I decide to put it back in the den
where it belongs, but first I'll water the flowers.
I pour some water in the flowers, but quite a bit of it
spills on the floor.
So, I set the remote back on the table, get some towels
and wipe up the spill.
Then, I head down the hall trying to remember what I
was planning to do.
At the end of the day: the car isn't washed, the bills
aren't paid, there is a warm can of Pepsi sitting on the
counter, the flowers don't have enough water, there is still
only one cheque in my cheque book, I can't find the
remote, I can't find my glasses, and I don't remember what
I did with the car keys.
Then, when I try to figure out why nothing got done
today, I'm really baffled because I know I was busy all day,
and I'm really tired.
I realize this is a serious problem, and I'll try to get
some help for it, but first I'll cheque my e-mail ...
Do me a favour. Don't laugh – if this isn't you yet, your
day is coming!!

We have been known to occasionally make mistakes. As
time goes by, we seem to do that more and more often. We
apologize for all errors and omissions.
Items in this newsletter are often excerpted or adapted from
the local newspapers (Simcoe Reformer, Norfolk Hub, Port
Dover Maple Leaf, Times-Reformer) and other publications,
and we thank them and their writers.
Thank you to all contributors of photos, articles and other
materials – Jeff Dertinger, nJohn Donaldson, Joan Doyle,
Donna McMillan, Daniel Pearce, Christine Picheca, Jacob
Robinson, Dave Scott, Monica Scott, Barbara Simpson,
Monte Sonnenberg, Lyn Tremblay, Jeff Tribe, nMadaline
Wilson, nFrances Winter, Helen Young; The Port Dover
Maple Leaf, The Norfolk Hub, The Times-Reformer, The
Simcoe Reformer, Canadian Living magazine, Hospital
Happenings Newsletter, and the worldwide web.
Thank you to nJohn and nCharlotte Donaldson for
stuffing and labelling the envelopes containing the newsletters,
and for distributing a number of them. Thanks also to
Sheelagh McFarlane and nMary Rutherford for stamping
and mailing the Vittoria Booster envelopes.
Anyone who wishes to contribute an article for the next
Vittoria Booster, please contact Roger. All contributed items
welcome, even Letters to the Editor!
The Vittoria & District Foundation
P.O. Box 45 Vittoria, Ontario N0E 1W0
519-426-0234
godfather@kwic.com

Important Message From
The V&DF Executive
The Executive members of The Vittoria & District
Foundation are all unpaid volunteers, including
Chairman – nGary Cooper
Treasurer – nTwila Cruickshank
Assistant Treasurer – nBrenda Assel
Secretary – nRoger Cruickshank
Recording Secretary – nLinda Vancso
Chair of the Boosters Committee – nTom Haskett
Chair of the Heritage Committee – nDon Fort
Chair of the Membership Committee – nJohn Donaldson
Website Co-ordinator – nMelynda Norman Lee
Conveners of the Spaghetti Dinner & Auction – listed on
page 23 of this newsletter.
Their workloads vary, but some work hundreds of hours
each year to keep the Foundation moving forward.
We have three simple requests that all members can help
with, to simplify the work for these volunteers.
1. One way is to fill out and return your own membership
application forms, including whether or not an Income
Tax receipt is needed. This has to be done for the
‘paper trail’ required. Thankfully, a great many members
already do this. Receipts for membership will be
provided only if requested.

TOMFOOLERY
Tom sez, “A real woman is a man's best friend.
“She will never stand him up and never let him down.
“She will reassure him when he feels insecure and
comfort him after a bad day.
“She will inspire him to do things he never thought he
could do; to live without fear and regret.
“She will enable him to express his deepest emotions and
give in to his most intimate desires.
“She will make sure he always feels as though he's the
most handsome man in the world and will enable him to be
the most confident, sexy, seductive and invincible ...
“No, wait. Sorry. I'm thinking of whiskey. It's whiskey that
does all that stuff. Never mind.”

2. The Auditors have also suggested that we ask all
members to renew by cheque, or by credit or debit card,
rather than cash, if possible. This too, will provide that
easy-to-follow ‘paper trail’ the Auditors need.
3. When contributing one or more items to the Auction,
please complete the Auction Contribution form giving a
realistic estimated value for each item and tell us
whether or not you need a receipt, and whose name
and address goes on it. Many contributors did that this
year and it was really very helpful.
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