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Milestone Anniversaries Celebrated
Sandra and Boyd Toft 45 years on July 27
nRose and Bill Pettit 60 years on August 1
Carrol and Robert Lambert 45 years on August 3
nBarb and nJim Melville 40 years on September 8
nBetty and Donald Egerde 45 years on September 21
nJoan and nKeith Johnstone 55 years on November 8
nMarg and nKen Savory 40 years on November 10

In Memoriam
Allan Charles Thompson æ 91, on July 9
Anton “Tony” Cewe æ 86, on July 13
Nellie “Yvonne” (Fuller) Oakes æ 77, on July 16
Agnes Durie (Christison) Jackson æ 100, on July 19
James Arthur Aitken æ 71, on July 28
Alice Vandriessche æ 95, on July ?
nDorothy (Smith) Inman æ 85, on August 14
Wayne Ryerson, on August 24
Lillian Eliza (Colwell) Moore æ 91, on September 7
Marie Schaeffer, on September 11
nPauline (Smith) Saracuse æ 91, on September 14
nWilly Pollet æ 78, on September 15
nCharles Bruce Monroe æ 91, on September 16
Estella (Jewell) Butler æ 101, on September 23
Audrey Bingleman æ 100, on September 26
Jeanette “Jeane” (Watson) Crandall æ 77, on Sept. 29
M. Patricia “Pat” Shepherd æ 88, on October 2
George B. Watt æ 88, on October 6
nArthur Loughton æ 82, on October 8
Michael Steven Gustin æ 53, on October 16
Bruce Edward Wilson æ 82, on November 25
Hannah Margaret Morris æ 88, on November 26
Robert Milton “Bob” Shaw æ 86, on November 27
George Pudwill æ 71, on December 8
Ross Scarrett æ 87, on December 8
Shirley (Alward) Walker æ 77, on December 20
James Lawson Atkinson æ 84, on December 23

“OVER 60 YEARS MARRIED” CLUB
nStan and nFrances Voigt 64 years on July 16
Lois and Ray Butchart 61 years on August 2
nJoanne and nKenneth Smith 61 years on August 9
Faye and Harold Jarvis 64 years on September 10
Bill and Irene Nicoll 73 years on September 17
Edna and Cliff Frost 64 years on September 17
nLenore and nRoss Broughton 63 years on October 10
Shirley and nJohn Luke 62 years on November 10
nMyrtle and nDouglas Smith 67 years on December 27

Milestone Birthdays Celebrated
nElizabeth Price 80 years on August 29
nEverett Lampman 75 years on September 10
nArmin Kunkel 75 years on September 14
nClair Smith 75 years on September 27
nEleanor Watt 80 years on October 1
nGail Marr 75 years on October 8
nMabel Assel 75 years on October 24
“OVER 90 YEARS YOUNG” CLUB
nNorah (Leece) Moore 93 years on August 2
nMarion Lockhart 101 years on August 4
Erna Tischer 94 years on August 13
Irene Hayward 91 years on August 27
nGladys (Leece) Howe 92 years on September 9
nMarie-Jose Maenhaut 92 years on September 23
nViolet Monroe 91 years on November 17
nTillie Wright 91 years on December 6
Frances Woolley 94 years on December 16

The Vittoria & District Foundation Inc.

Annual General Meeting
will be held at the
Vittoria & District Community Centre
at 7:00 pm on Thursday February 6, 2014
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Awards for Wooden Bear L Winery
Apples and cherries produce
award-winning wines
- adapted from an article by Michael-Allan Marion in the Brantford
Expositor

When nKim Ludwig and Frank DeJonckheere
took over two apple orchards that had been in her
family for decades south of Simcoe, they were inspired
to turn the fruit of wisdom into wine.
The couple sold one orchard and pressed the other
into service for their new company, Wooden Bear L
Winery Inc., and joined the emerging Ontario South
Coast Wineries and Growers Association as a company
offering a difference from those concentrating on
cultivating grape vintages.
“Why fruit wine? It saved planting the grapes,” Kim
said as she stood behind the bar in the wine store on
Norfolk Street South and poured samples of some
Wooden Bear L vintages that lately have won them
several awards across their apple, cherry and cider
products.
The fruits of their labours have yielded a bronze
medal for their cherry wine in the Canadian Wine
Access Awards in 2012. That was followed by a gold in
the All-Canadian Wine Championships, as well as a
bronze for their Gala Crisp and a bronze for their Bear
Claw Hard Cider in the same competition.
It’s an impressive start for a fruit winery that began
production in 2008 and opened a retail store in
September 2010. It was partly intended as a
retirement business for Frank, 64, who is a
long-distance trucker for Simcoe-based Ludwig
Transport.
Kim and Frank have faced the same challenges as
other South Coast winery owners, who are working
together to develop a distinctive wine region in an
already crowded market with established public tastes
and perceptions.
They’ve also had to confront a public skepticism
faced by all Ontario fruit wine makers.
“You run into snobs who can’t believe that fruits,
like apple or cherry, can be wines,” said Kim.
“We have to keep working on that, but the fruit
wine market is gradually growing despite that
challenge. It’s growing along with the entire Ontario
wine industry itself, as more and more people are
looking for something different.
“It’s the main reason why in the fruit sector, cider is
growing the most.”
Getting the public to appreciate fruit wines requires
a bigger education process. Kim says it helps when she
explains that fruit wine production methods are not
much different from those employed in grape wines.
“We press the fruit, use yeast, filter and ferment in
casks the same way, all with much the same
equipment,” she said.
“The one big difference is that we need to add sugar
to bump up the alcohol content. The only fruit that
contains enough sugar to ferment up to 11% or 12%

Kim Ludwig of Wooden Bear L Winery, south of Simcoe,
says that getting the public to appreciate wine made from
fruit other than grapes involves a big education process.
alcohol per volume is the grape.”
Kim and Frank market their wines as products
emulating the quality of Norfolk County, an already
established name in the Ontario fruit sector, which
uses the moniker “Ontario’s Garden.” It signifies that
Norfolk is listed as the number one producer of many
fruits and vegetables in the province.
“Norfolk boasts a sandy loam soil perfect for the
production of these products,” said Kim.
Wooden Bear L makes wines from McIntosh,
Empire, Red Delicious, Golden Delicious, Ida Red and
Spy apple varieties. The Gala Crisp wine is produced
entirely from Honey Crisp apples to achieve a light,
sweeter taste.
They also have a pre-mixed apple wine/vodka
martini.
Some fruit wine producers are beginning to get on
the LCBO shelves. Wooden Bear L is not there yet.
“You have to build up a volume before they will take
anything,” said Kim.
“Until then, we get our name out through shows
and festival events. We try to go to anything in Norfolk
and Niagara.
“We did well at the recent Grandelicious food and
wine festival in Brantford. A few people came down the
next day to buy some wines.”
The Ontario South Coast Wineries and Growers
Association also has been helping Wooden Bear get its
name out, said Kim
Bear Claw Hard Cider is a regular favourite at the
Erie Beach Hotel in Port Dover, which attracts a lot of
tourists.
Fruit wine producers are gaining ground with the
QC (Quality Certified) label, a standards program
introduced by the Fruit Wines of Canada. The program
is much like VQA (Vintners Quality Alliance), which
-2-

Rob Blake rejoins L.A. Kings; and Ride for Mental Health
“The traveling will be very much similar to what it
was when I was a player,” he said.
The Simcoe native played 20 seasons in the NHL,
14 of them with the Kings. Los Angeles drafted Rob
70th overall in 1988. He played his first game with the
club near the end of the 1990-91 season.
“We’re very fortunate to have a person like Rob
Blake available to us,” Dean Lombardi said this week
in a Kings Vision webcast. “I’m so impressed by the
way he dove into his job with the league, not only from
the perspective of staying current with the game but
the amount of work and diligence he was willing to put
into this. It was very impressive.”
Rob had a stellar career as a player. The six-time
all-star was the Kings’ captain for six seasons. He won
a Stanley Cup with the Colorado Avalanche, won the
Norris Trophy as the NHL’s best defenceman in 1998,
and was a member of the Canadian team that won the
gold medal at the 2002 Winter Olympics.
In re-joining the Kings, Rob is re-united with former
teammates who have also made the move to the
executive suite. This includes Nelson Emerson of
Waterford, Kings’ assistant coach John Stevens of
Turkey Point, and the high-scoring Luc Robitaille,
who serves as the Kings’ president of business
operations.
“Every player in the NHL respected Rob Blake,” Luc
Robitaille said in an interview with Kings Vision. “It
has to do with the way he played and what he brought
to the game day in and day out. It was always clean,
and how hard he worked, and the way he treated
people around him. For us to have him in our
organization is an amazing plus. He started as a King
and has always been a King at heart. I know he’s been
following all our games, so he’ll know our roster.”
Rob lives in Manhattan Beach near Los Angeles
with his wife Brandy and their three children. Joining
the Kings’ front office was extra attractive because his
family is already settled in southern California.
Rob is open to the possibility of this move leading to
greater managerial responsibility down the road. Rob
enjoyed his time as a player but says he doesn’t miss
being out there because he knows he can no longer
keep up with the younger players.

has helped Ontario grape wine producers gain
assurance in customers for quality products.
While Wooden Bear L Winery’s owners continue to
cultivate their fruit vintages, they are also branching
out to the grape. They have planted two acres of
grapes. Their first vintage is a Marechal Foch.
“We’re developing grape wines, but fruit wines will
be our biggest business for several years yet,” said
Kim.

Rob Blake joins L.A. Kings’
front office
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

Rob Blake is returning to the Los Angeles Kings as
the club’s assistant general manager.
In accepting the position, Rob, 43, leaves his job as
an executive in the National Hockey League’s player
safety department.
“This opportunity came to me very quickly,” Rob
said Thursday from his home in Los Angeles. “This is
something I always thought I’d like to pursue. I’ll take
it step by step. It’s an excellent chance to learn about
management.”
The Kings recruited Rob to replace former NHL
netminder Ron Hextall. Hextall played goal for the
Philadelphia Flyers and has made a lateral move to
serve as the club’s assistant GM.
The Kings’ current general manager is Dean
Lombardi. Rob will assist Lombardi in all aspects of
the club’s management. This includes contract
negotiations, player personnel and managing the
organization’s top prospects.
The latter means Rob is the de facto general
manager of the Manchester Monarchs of the American
Hockey League. The Kings’ farm team is based in New
Hampshire. Between assisting Lombardi at home and
on the road and overseeing the Monarchs, Rob will
have a lot on his plate.

A fit body for a fit mind
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer
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Jessica VandenBussche, a resident of Turkey
Point, biked from Thunder Bay to Ottawa to raise
awareness that exercise is a means to maintaining
good mental health with a message that exercise may
even help prevent a mental break-down. It is well
known that a fit body can lead to a fit mind and
Jessica helped reinforce that fact.
On her way, Jessica made a triumphant entrance
into Port Dover.
Around 4 p.m., Jessica, 24, completed the first leg
of a cross-Ontario bicycle ride that began June 18.

Strong, Free and Happy; and CSA Farming
Jessica recently completed an honours degree in
kinesiology at the University of Waterloo. She will do
two more years at McMaster University in Hamilton,
beginning in the fall of 2013, en route to becoming an
occupational therapist.
Before then, Jessica intends to complete the second
leg of her journey. She left Port Dover for Brantford on
Sunday and hopes to be in Ottawa by July 12. Along
the way, she will continue to spread the message that
a fit mind and a fit body go hand-in-hand. To date,
she’s raised more than $6,000 for the Canadian
Mental Health Association.

Shopping from a Community
Supported Agriculture model
- adapted from an article by Heather Walters in the Port Dover
Maple Leaf

Jessica VandenBussche (left) and her riding partner, Don
Bonnett, in front of Parliament Hill, Ottawa.

Peggy Atkinson, from Simcoe, weighed out her
“share” of the week’s harvest with the help of co-op
owners Andrew and Amanda McCracken. The week’s
share included salad mix, green onion, radish,
sprouts, kohlrabi, head lettuce, swiss chard, fennel,
bok choy, dill and turnip.
Peggy was excited to learn about Sweet Pea Farms
and is an eager new member. She says she lives in
Norfolk, and works in Brantford, but so far has not
seen this type of share farming anywhere else in the
area. Since she is buying for just two people, she has
bought a half-share option and so collects her
harvested produce every other week. She learned
about the co-op by attending a seminar Sweet Pea
Farms held at Eising’s in early spring.
“I was really intrigued by the whole idea” she said
“and they are such wonderful people, I decided to give
it a try. I’ve not seen anything else like it in this area
and I love to buy local, I love to buy organic, where
possible, so this seemed like a perfect opportunity to
do both. The prices are comparable but the quality of
local grown, same day harvested produce is just
unmatchable.”
The McCracken’s also include a newsletter with
each week’s harvest share that contains valuable
nutritional information, upcoming events, and recipes
relative to the recently harvested crops.
In a greenhouse located just beside Kernal Peanuts
on Fisher’s Glen Road, they grow just about everything
that is green and nutritious, and they do it the old
fashioned way – without chemical fertilizers,
fungicides, insecticides, herbicides or genetically
modified seeds.
They claim they practice farming methods that are
respectful to the land while promoting soil fertility and
a healthy farm ecosystem. They do it by working daily,
side by side, from early morning to late afternoon,
hand planting seed, hoeing, cultivating, watering and
hand harvesting.
A CSA is not a new idea – farming co-ops have been
around for a very long time, but a CSA that provides a

That effort took her from Thunder Bay to Point Pelee,
then east into Port Dover. All told, she had ridden
nearly 2,500 kilometres in a little under three weeks.
“I feel pretty good,” Jessica said at a reception at
the Walker Street beach. “I have a couple of aches and
pains, but I’m pretty good with the recovery. When I’m
on the road and rolling for about an hour, I feel
awesome.”
Jessica has mounted the Strong, Free and Happy
bicycle tour to raise awareness of mental illness and
the contribution physical activity can make to
recovery.
Mental illness will affect an estimated 20% of
Canadians in their lifetime. Jessica says physical
activity is a great way to kick off a treatment program
because it is proven and it is something most everyone
can do right away. She noted that traditional
psychotherapy is unaffordable for most while finding
the right medication can be hit-and-miss.
Physical activity is good for a troubled mind
because it burns off excess energy and helps people
relax. People who exercise regularly sleep better and
have less anxiety and stress.
“It’s nice for people to be able to take a step right
away, whether it be walking or riding or anything that
gets your heart rate up for about 20 minutes,” Jessica
said.
Jessica is the daughter of Ron and Sheila
VandenBussche. It was important for her to be back
in Norfolk this weekend because she wanted to see her
brother – retired NHL’er Ryan VandenBussche –
inducted into the Norfolk Sports Hall of Recognition on
Saturday. Her family was also anxious to get her home
after an odyssey that has seen her rack up nearly 170
kilometres a day.
“I’m just glad she’s home and can sleep in her own
bed tonight,” her mother said. “When she hits the road
again, she will be recharged.”
-4-

CSA Farming; and Vittoria Baptists Disbanding

Amanda and Andrew McCracken, a husband and wife team,
own and operate a community supported agriculture (CSA)
farm that they call Sweet Pea Vegetables.
The congregation at Vittoria Baptist Church voted to disband
recently, leaving the future of the historic building in limbo.
The sanctuary features a huge painting of Jesus Christ done
by Simcoe artist Edgar Cantelon more than 60 years ago.

full season of 22 weeks is not common in Norfolk.
Sweet Pea Farm offers Early season. Mid Season,
Late Season and Winter Season harvests, with a
different combination of greens, herbs, and vegetables
available each “share”. They begin their growing
season inside a greenhouse and have already taken
their first share to market. They are a CSA farm that
provides produce to its members weekly from May 1 to
September 25 for a set fee. Located near Kernal
Peanuts at 387 Fisher’s Glen Road, they welcome new
members anytime.
Community Supported Agriculture is an alternative
food distribution method. Basically, members join the
co-op by paying a pre-determined fee and the
McCrackens grow the produce for its members. They
harvest weekly (about 10 different items) and host a
“share” every Wednesday afternoon in a market style
depot at the Urban Parisian Cafe on Main Street in
Port Dover where the greens and vegetables can be
picked up. They have about 40 members at present,
with room for up to 50.
For anyone interested in learning more about CSA
or membership in Sweet Pea Vegetable Farm, can
contact Sweet Pea Farms at 519-410-3574.

Lamport Street, which has seating for 200.
“We hadn’t held a service there in over a year,” says
Sandy Dickson of Simcoe, the church’s former
clerk-treasurer and a member of Vittoria Baptist since
1962. “We decided we couldn’t continue on this way.”
Some congregants worship today at Walsh Baptist
Church. Others have moved to St. Andrew’s United
Church in Vittoria.
That leaves the question of what to do with the
church, which was built in 1853. It was designated a
historic structure by the former Township of Delhi.
Before they dispersed, the congregants petitioned
the Canadian Baptists of Ontario & Quebec to find
new occupants for it. Ideally, the congregants would
like to see another faith community move in. CBOQ the umbrella group representing Baptists in central
Canada - is expected to make a decision on the
question this fall.
The situation in Vittoria has attracted the attention
of Norfolk’s Heritage Committee. As a piece of
architecture, the church is an impressive structure in
its own right. More importantly however, it is situated
in a part of the village with a high concentration of old,
significant buildings.
“It would be too bad if the place were gutted,” says
heritage chair Ross Bateman, of Langton. “The entire
exterior is designated, as are some aspects of the
interior. It’s a knockout inside – the beauty of it. The
entire block is as important as any in Norfolk from the
perspective of heritage and architectural aesthetics.
It’s one of the richest neighbourhoods from the
attractive side of heritage in Norfolk. If I thought it
would help any, I’d become a Baptist.”
The church is fitted with old, stained-glass
windows. As an added attraction, Simcoe artist Edgar
Cantelon, who died in 1951, painted a huge mural on

Vittoria Baptists vote to
disband
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

The future of a venerable old church in Vittoria
hangs in the balance now that its congregation has
disbanded.
Established in 1803, the congregation at Vittoria
Baptist Church was the most senior among Baptists in
Norfolk. Members voted to go their separate ways at
the end of June.
When the end came, the congregation had dwindled
to 20 active members. Together, they could not afford
the care and upkeep on the huge sanctuary on
-5-

2013 V&DF Scholarship Winner
the wall behind the pulpit. The mural features a
larger-than-life Christ facing the congregation with
out-stretched arms.
Rev. Joanne Landsborough was the last pastor to
serve at the church. Her ministry ended in 2009. The
congregation tried to carry on with guest speakers,
apprentice pastors and retired pastors, but Sandy
Dickson said that didn’t work out.
The disbandment of the congregation creates
complications for the Vittoria Baptist Cemetery Board.
The cemetery – one of the oldest in Norfolk – is located
about half a mile east of the church. The original
church – long since gone – used to sit next to it.
The cemetery remains active. Plans are to hive it off
from the church and put it on a separate deed.
“We are in the process of becoming a separate
entity,” says nMarian Bezzo of Simcoe, a member of
the cemetery board.
“In fact, that’s where the first church was – up on
the hill. We are in the process of getting a severance
and will continue on as we were.”

Vittoria & District Foundation
Announces Winner of 2013
Scholarship

V&DF Scholarship Committee member Linda Vancso and
Chair Don Fort presented a framed certificate and a cheque
for $2,500 to Dan Winter, recipient of The Vittoria & District
Foundation Inc. 2013 Scholarship Award.

- submitted by the Scholarship Committee of The Vittoria & District
Foundation

school community. An excellent athlete he has over
his years at SCS been on a number of teams like
Basketball and Football. This past year Daniel was
named as team captain and finished the year as
Overall MVP for the Football team”.
Mr. Abbey goes on to note that “Daniel has given
back to the greater community over his years of high
school through his coaching younger football players
on our junior team. In grade 9, Daniel shaved his hair
(all 141/2 inches of it) donating it to Wigs for Kids, and
raising $2,508.86 in pledges that were forwarded to
the Juravinski Cancer Centre in the name of the
cause. Daniel has volunteered in the community at
Lynnwood Art Centre, Vittoria Town Hall and Knox
Presbyterian Church in Port Dover accumulating an
impressive 140+ hours of community service.”
Dan’s essay focused on the influences that have led
him to choose a career in welding, noting the twists
and turns in his life that have convinced him that
welding is the pathway for him. After considering
firstly a career in the food industry and then in
healthcare, a defining moment was when he chose a
manufacturing course for grade 11, “just to fill a spot
that I didn’t have a course for.” His teacher Mr.
Swyers saw potential in this young student and
suggested that Daniel pursue a career in the welding
field.
Dan was then able to secure a co-op placement in
grade 12 at Rassaun Steel in Simcoe that he described
as “a real shop, with deadlines and safety rules and
machines that I had never even heard of.” He noted
that “my co-op really changed me as a person and it

Dan Winter, a resident of Vittoria and a graduate of
Simcoe Composite School is this year’s recipient of the
Vittoria & District Foundation’s annual scholarship for
$2500.
This scholarship was initiated in 1997 by the
Heritage Committee of the Vittoria & District
Foundation to recognize scholastic and
extra-curricular achievement and to provide financial
assistance to students of Vittoria and district in their
pursuit of post-secondary education. The applications
submitted were studied by the selection committee,
consisting of nRaymond Danley, nDon Fort and
nLinda Vancso.
Chairman of the scholarship committee, nDon Fort
noted of the several submissions received for the
award this year, based on the students’ written
application, an essay, references and an interview, all
applicants in the competition were individually
outstanding. These students are to be commended for
having accomplished remarkable goals and are a credit
to their families, schools and community.
Dan is enrolled in the Welding Engineering
Technology/Inspection Program at the Cambridge
Campus of Conestoga College this September.
Dan’s Principal, Dave Abbey of Simcoe Composite
School notes, “Daniel is a hard worker and has
maintained high marks in his grade 12 subjects. His
average in year four qualified him for both the school’s
80% club as well as the elite distinction of Ontario
Scholar. Daniel has been actively involved in the
-6-

Twists & Turns
really eased my nerves about college because I know I
am well prepared and that I have a greater
appreciation for the industry because for five months I
lived the life that the men and woman who work in the
industry live every day.”
Dan acknowledges that having the opportunity to
try all of these things has not only left him with great
memories and great passions in life, but it has really
prepared him for the life he is about to begin at
Conestoga College and even more so, it has prepared
him for a long and successful welding and weld
inspection career, wherever it may take him.
The Vittoria & District Foundation is proud to be
able to recognize Dan’s contributions to his school and
community and to support his future educational
endeavours.
Congratulations Dan!

reached fourteen and a half inches I cut it off and
donated it to Wigs for Kids to be made into wigs for
cancer patients. All in all I raised $2,508.86.
As time progressed my grandfather’s health
declined and by April he was hospitalized. He needed a
ileostomy, he was in the hospital for just over a month
but went through the surgery well and returned home
at the end of May. It was after the time I spent in the
hospital that I thought I wanted to go into the
healthcare industry. When he returned home I spent
countless hours at his house helping my Mother and
Grandmother care for him. The nurses who came
several times a week also agreed that I would make a
good nurse or paramedic. It was at that point that I
decided to pursue paramedicine.
I spent my entire grade ten year taking the
necessary classes that would assure my acceptance
into paramedicine courses. During February of that
year I filled out my option sheet for the following year.
This was really the defining moment in my pathway, I
chose a manufacturing course just to really fill a spot
that I didn’t have a course for. When I began the class
next January I didn’t have high hopes for a career to
come from it but my teacher Mr. Swyers really saw
some potential in me. One day he expressed his
interest in me possibly pursuing a career in welding or
weld inspection. He showed me a slideshow from
Conestoga College’s Weld Engineering Technology and
Inspection course which would ultimately become the
course that I’m entering next year. As the semester
went on I really learned a lot from Mr. Swyers and I
even came in at lunch three days a week just to get
extra experience and practise my skills. By the end of
the semester I had become an excellent welder and I
had chosen another manufacturing course and a co-op
for my grade twelve year.
My grade twelve year brought a lot of promise. I
strived in my manufacturing course and I really
enjoyed learning more about the welding industry.
When my co-op at Rassaun Steel began in February I
really was nervous at first because it was a different
atmosphere than the manufacturing class that I was
used to. This was a real shop, there were deadlines
and safety rules and machines I had never even heard
of. I began learning stick welding which I had never
tried until my first day. After I had learned all four
positions (flat, horizontal, vertical, and overhead). I
began working with the employees more on real
projects and I began to come out of my shell. My co-op
really changed me as a person and it really eased my
nerves about college because I know I’m well prepared
and I know that because of my co-op I have a greater
appreciation for the industry because for five months I
lived the life that the men and women who work in the
industry live every day.
Although I’ve had some trouble and I’ve been quite
confused about what career I would like to pursue, I
believe that going through these phases have really
helped me centre in on what I’m truly passionate

Life’s Twists and Turns
-an essay submitted by Dan Winter with his Scholarship application

“Find something you love, then get someone to pay
you to do it,” is a quote by Katherine Whithorn that
most people can relate to. But finding what you’re
born to do is more difficult for some than others.
I’ve had many role models in my life from my family
to my teachers at school. On my particular path I’ve
considered many different pathways from becoming a
chef to a paramedic to what I’ve finally settled on;
welding. Something that I can be passionate about and
something I know I can become successful at.
My first passion in life was cooking, it started at a
very young age. When I was a little boy I used to watch
my mother in the kitchen, “watching is helping” was a
favourite quote of mine during these wonderful times
we spent together. During my grade 9 year I began
working for Ma Razzo’s catering and the chef, Les
really opened my eyes to the life of a chef.
Unfortunately there is a serious lack of family and
personal life involved when you make cooking your
career. All restaurants are busy during the times when
it would be opportune to spend time with your family
and friends. In my grade ten year I also started
working at the Erie Beach in Port Dover and the
experience there has really widened my range of
cooking but it has also really shown me that the
restaurant industry isn’t for me. Although my cooking
career went out the window it is an essential skill that
I’m happy to possess and the memories that I have will
always be with me.
In the fall of my grade 9 year my grandfather was
diagnosed with colon cancer. The doctors weren’t sure
that he would make it through, but there was a
chance that he would. After some further tests it was
revealed that the cancer was too far gone and couldn’t
be stopped. He began treatment at Juravinski
Treatment Center at Henderson Hospital in Hamilton.
As a tribute to him I grew my hair long and raised
money for the Juravinski Center and when my hair
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Vittoria W.I. turns 75; and “Knott Sailing” launched
about. Having the opportunity to try all of these things
has not only left me with great memories and great
passions in life but it has really prepared me for the
life I am about to begin next year at Conestoga College
in Kitchener and even more so, it has prepared me for
a long and successful welding and weld inspection
career wherever it may take me. I thank all of the
inspirations in my life for touching me in the ways
they have because even though I might not be going in
the path they steered me towards – they will always be
a part of me.

Vittoria WI marks 75th
anniversary
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

The Vittoria Women’s Institute was formed just in
time to be of service to the village and Norfolk County
during a time of immense need.
The WI’s inaugural meeting was held November 15,
1938, with 22 members attending. Within five months,
its ranks had risen to 44. Soon after that, members
were actively supporting local soldiers who were
shipped overseas to take on Adolf Hitler and the Third
Reich.
nMarian Bezzo’s mother Belle Johnstone was
among the WI’s first members. Thanks to her mother,
Marian has been attending meetings of the Vittoria WI
since she was two years of age. She and dozens of
others gathered at the Vittoria Community Centre
Wednesday to mark the chapter’s 75th anniversary.
“The Women’s Institute was greatly involved with
the war work,” Marian said. “They sent all kinds of
jams and jellies overseas. They knitted and sent socks
and blankets and care packages. They’ve been greatly
involved in the affairs of the town.”
The Women’s Institute was established in 1897 to
disseminate sound principles of household
management to women in young rural families. The
group’s famous motto is “For Home and Country.”
“If we’ve ever needed organizations like Women’s
Institutes, we need them right now,” local MPP Toby
Barrett said at Wednesday’s celebration. “There is
such a lack of information out there for young families,
whether it be in the area of nutrition, child care or
general family life. We seem to have handed so much
of that over to government. Women’s Institutes were
needed during the Depression and the war. I know
Women’s Institutes are having a decline in
participation, but we need them today more than
ever.”
Vittoria WI was founded by a Mrs. Fee, who served
as president till her death in 1942. The group met 10
times a year and was committed to “personal growth”
and “community action.” An element of this
community action took place November 14, 1940,
when the Vittoria chapter passed a resolution calling
for the closure of “beer parlors”.

Charlotte Donaldson and dozens of others gathered at the
Vittoria Community Centre to celebrate the 75th anniversary
of the Vittoria Women’s Institute. The W.I. was established in
Ontario in 1897. It’s motto is “For Home and Country.”
nJoan Johnstone of Vittoria is the longest serving
member of the Vittoria WI. She has been involved for
48 years. Joan says the group has provided her with a
terrific opportunity to stay connected with friends and
neighbours while performing good works in the
community.
Vittoria WI has 34 members. Delegates from
neighbouring WI’s joined them at Wednesday’s
celebration. Making a cameo appearance was nMayor
Dennis Travale, who presented the group with a
signed scroll congratulating them on their longevity.

Lawrence’s pleasure tug
“Knott Sailing” launched
- adapted from an article in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Friday afternoon was an exciting day for nBill and
nHeather Lawrence of Vittoria as their custom steel
trawler ‘Knott Sailing’ was launched. Cheers went up
from family, friends and well-wishers as the hull was
lowered into the water.
John VanHalteren at Dovercraft Marine on Jaylin
Cresc. was in charge of the power hoist as people
snapped pictures and congratulated the owners.
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Tia’s new CD “Break These Chains”
Tia McGraff releases new CD at
Roots Festival
- adapted from an article in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Tia McGraff and Tommy Parham released a new
CD “Break These Chains” at the 2013 Roots Music
Festival in Port Dover.
The second annual Port Dover Roots Music Festival
was sponsored by Port Dover Lions Club on Saturday,
August 17 and featured international stars, as well as
talented local musicians.
Tia McGraff explained to The Maple Leaf, “this is a
really nice family event and I firmly believe this Roots
Music Festival is great for Port Dover”.
The talented hometown entertainer explained her
initial input in co-operation with the Lions Club in
planning the program with her contacts in show
business. Tia and Tommy Parham were headliners
with their Radical Road Band. She commented that
people who are fans of her music, “came to Port Dover
from El Paso, Texas, flying to Buffalo and then coming
here just for the music”.
Tia said one woman who attended the 2012 festival
told her, “this is a really nice event for local people”.
The 2013 Roots Music Festival program ran
continuously from 3 to 11 p.m. and also featured:
Great Lakes Swimmers; The Sadies; Duane Rutter;
NorFOLK; Birdtown. It took place on the pavilion in
Silver Lake Park.
Tia McGraff used the Roots Music Festival for the
Canadian release of her new CD ‘Break These Chains’.
She sang some of those new songs, as well as
favourites, including the Silver Lake song and The
Fishermen’s song. There are 12 songs on the new CD.
Tia and her husband Tommy have been two years in
preparing the music, it was released on August 12 to
radio stations across Canada and U.S. through
Americana Radio. Music Director Mike Puller of High
Plains Public Radio states online, “Tia McGraff’s
‘Reckonin’ is my new favourite tune! From what I’ve
heard so far, it’s her best production and strongest
batch of songs yet”.

Heather and Bill Lawrence celebrate the launch of their tug
“Knott Sailing” at Dovercraft Marine on Black Creek.
nBill Lawrence bought the hull from Nadro Marine
in Port Dover and it had been out of the water for
seven years prior to Friday’s launching.
He explained to The Maple Leaf he has been a
sailboat enthusiast for many years, enjoying the
scheduled Port Dover sailing races every Wednesday
night ... but it was time for a change. Thus he thought
of the name for his power boat – “Knott Sailing”.
This pleasure tug is 46-feet long and over the years
has been retrofitted to create a comfortable,
custom-built pleasure tug. It is powered by the same
diesel engine that was in the boat.
Bill gives a lot of credit to Wray Brown Boats of St.
Williams who had designed and built the new
superstructure replacing the work tug design.
Wray Brown told The Maple Leaf at the launching
the biggest problem he encountered was to determine
where the cabin should be placed so the lower hull
would ride properly in the water.
As “Knott Sailing” floated beautifully in the water of
Black Creek, Wray declared his task was completed.
The cabin and wheel-house interiors are bare, it will
be the Lawrences’ task now to design the interior and
have that work undertaken.
nBill and nHeather Lawrence have no plans to
travel afar with Bill saying they will use the tug “just to
explore the Great Lakes”.
He explained the boat was originally built by Erieau
Shipbuilding & Drydock Co. in 1958, known as
Ronnie-D. She was built for the Omstead family of
Wheatley, being originally rigged for trap-netting, and
possibly gill-netting. She was fully rigged for
gill-netting by the early 1960s. By the early 1970s the
boat was fishing on Lake Ontario, and spent some
time at Picton, Ontario. Ronnie-D was later owned by
the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, and based
in Port Dover. The MNR had the tug until 1997. After
this, she was used for diving in Long Point Bay. Nadro
Marine Services then acquired the Ronnie-D before
selling the tug to Heather and Bill.
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Historic plaque at St. John’s; and Jim Simmons wins again!
Tia explained the CD ‘Break These Chains’ “is about
breaking free from expectations and limitations”. She
has captured a unique and moving experience in each
song that is perfectly matched to Tommy’s melodies as
this CD flows from ballads like ‘Between the Bed and
The Door’ to a lively ‘Whiskey Ship’ tale of rum
running on Lake Erie.
A CBC Music press release noted, “Tia McGraff
unabashedly peeled back all the layers in Break These
Chains. The rootsy melodies and honest-to-heart lyrics
have been produced with such integrity that one feels
they are listening to something hauntingly familiar and
yet refreshingly real.”

Masons founder honoured on
200th anniversary of birth

Donald Campbell (left), Grand Master of the Ontario
Masons, unveiled a plaque honouring William Mercer
Wilson, the founding member of the organization, at a
ceremony at the St. John's Anglican Church south of Simcoe
on Sunday. Campbell was helped by (left to right): Melanie
Hare, a member of the board of directors of the Ontario
Heritage Trust; Haldimand-Norfolk MP Diane Finley; and
Norfolk County Deputy Mayor Jim Oliver.

- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer

William Mercer Wilson, who lived in Norfolk
County in the mid-1800s, has long been celebrated for
his contribution to history: he was essentially the
founder of the Masons in Ontario.
Now the rest of the province will have a better
chance of finding out about him.
A special plaque was unveiled at St. John’s
Anglican Church south of Simcoe. It sits next to the
fence out front and notes William Mercer Wilson is
buried in the church graveyard there.
For years, Masons have been making an annual
pilgrimage to the cemetery to pay their respects to the
father of their organization.
But now other people, including tourists who
specifically look for new historical and cultural spots
to visit, will be directed to the site.
The plaque – it was put up by the Ontario Heritage
Trust, which has erected 1,240 plaques provincewide –
was the brainchild of Rob Foote, a Mason from
Mississauga.
This year marks the 200th anniversary of Wilson’s
birth, Rob Foote explained in an interview following
Sunday’s ceremony.
“It’s important Masons recognize their past,” he
said. “Many people have been Masons. Hockey players,
lieutenant-governors, premiers.”
Current Ontario Grand Master Donald Campbell of
Toronto spoke at the ceremony and afterwards said his
organization was “pleased and honoured” Wilson was
now being recognized by the Ontario government.
About 200 Masons who drove in from as far away
as Kingston and Windsor took part in the unveiling.
Wearing their regalia, they were marched to the
plaque from the church by two bagpipers.
Alexander Cook of Brant County said the moment
was a particularly proud one for him. Alexander, a
Mason, is originally from Scotland and so was Wilson.
“Scots are prolific people,” said Mr. Cook, who was
wearing his William Mercer Wilson Medal, which is
given for service to the community and is essentially

the highest award a Mason in Ontario can get.
William Mercer Wilson’s contribution to local
history is immense as well. He came to Norfolk from
Scotland about 1832 and worked as a legal clerk,
lawyer, Crown Attorney, and judge.
He brought the first printing press to the area and
published The Norfolk Observer newspaper for two
years.
During the Rebellion of 1837, Wilson commanded
the Norfolk Cavalry, which helped capture a ship in
Niagara.
In 1840, he became a Mason in Simcoe and worked
his way up the ranks, eventually leading the entire
organization to break away from the Masons in
England and then helped with the re-unification a few
years later.

Jim Simmons Provincial Golf
Champion
- adapted from an article by Eddie Chau in the Simcoe Reformer

They curl together and golf together.
And in both instances championships are the end
result.
Simcoe resident nJim Simmons is fond of curling.
When the season starts in about a month there won’t
be a day that goes by where he can’t be found
practicing on the sheets at the Simcoe Curling Club.
As a curler, Jim is a champion as part of the town’s
vision-impaired curling team - one that has won
provincial and national titles.
Outside the club, Jim hits the links with his fellow
curlers during the off season.
Jim participates in several events throughout the
summer as a blind golfer. When he participated in the
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Amanda a Laurier Hall of Famer
and it definitely worked for us.”
Jim only plays golf once every few weeks or so. His
next challenge will be at the next OVIG tournament at
the Woodside Greens Golf Club in Simcoe.
After that Jim will pack up his golf clubs for
another year and dust off his trusty broom.
And it’ll be off to the sheets again.

Amanda Van Paassen-Bolen
inducted into Laurier Hall of
Fame
- adapted from an article by Eddie Chau in the Simcoe Reformer

It was a homecoming of sorts for Norfolk’s Amanda
Van Paassen-Bolen.
It has been more than a decade since Amanda has
been called a Golden Hawk. She last wore the the
purple and gold in 2002 as a member of the Wilfrid
Laurier Golden Hawks women’s hockey team.
Amanda recently returned to her alma mater not for
a diploma but for a higher honour. She along with her
teammates from the 2001-02 Golden Hawks hockey
team were inducted into the Golden Hawk Hall of
Fame.
“I really didn’t know what to expect,” said Amanda
from her home in Orillia. “It was such a prestigious
honour. To be in the same category as so many other
athletes is great. I was reunited with half my team.”
The hockey team entered the hall of fame with the
honour of being the first Laurier women’s hockey team
to medal at the Canadian Interuniversity Sport (CIS)
championship. Finishing that year with a 19-0-1
record, the Golden Hawks women’s hockey team
crushed Queen’s University in the Ontario University
Athletics (OUA) semifinals before dethroning the
University of Toronto Varsity Blues to capture the OUA
title.
That same calendar year the team won both of their
round-robin pool games over St. Francis Xavier and
the Regina Cougars to earn a berth in the gold medal
game at the CIS championship tournament in Regina,
Saskatchewan. Laurier received the silver medal after
losing to Alberta Pandas in the finals.
“That was a pretty eventful year,” said Amanda, 32.
“It was a challenging year but in terms of hockey
experience it was probably the most memorable.”
To think Amanda almost didn’t play hockey as a
youngster. As a child Amanda grew up watching her
father, Willy, play hockey and was hooked. Begging
her parents to enroll her in minor hockey, Amanda
was told by her mother, Nancy, to take up figure
skating instead.
After winning gold and bronze medals after two
years of figure skating Amanda’s persistence convinced
her parents to enroll her in minor hockey in Port
Dover.
At the age of 29, Amanda became the first Norfolk
County resident to play in the National Women’s

Jim Simmons (right) of Simcoe won his third consecutive
Ontario Visually Impaired Golf provincial championship this
year at the Chippewa Creek Golf Course in Mount Hope.
On the left is Jim’s guide and coach John Lotus.
Ontario Visually Impaired Golfers Championship at
the Chippewa Creek Golf Course in Mount Hope this
past weekend, Jim only practiced a round of golf the
day prior. However he’d end up leaving Mount Hope
with the provincial championship – an accolade he’s
achieved for three consecutive years.
“Of course I’d trade it all for another national
(curling) championship,” joked Jim. “I’ve been here for
three years and won for three years. It’s all good to
me.”
While he’s always dabbled in golf, Jim admits that
he’s not much of a golfer. He said he participates in
the sport because everyone on the curling team
decided to give it a try.
“We all head up to the golf course and decided to
give it a try,” Jim said.
Jim said because of his limited vision if he played
on his own he would end up “hitting the ball where
ever” which is where coach John Lotus comes in.
While Jim sets up the ball on the tee, John is there to
guide him along the way to get the perfect shot.
“He’s super at hitting ... he just doesn’t admit it,”
John said. “He’s really good. I mean if this is his third
time winning the trophy it has to mean something,
right?”
John said Jim blew him away the first time they hit
the course. With a three wood club, John said Jim hits
it further than any other golfer using an iron.
“He puts the ball down. I help him line it up and he
hits it,” John said of his strategy. “Jim ends up hitting
it wherever it really needs to be.”
Not all days are perfect on the golf course Jim
joked.
“On practice day (before provincials) I lost eight
balls,” Jim said. “On the championship day I found
nine balls. We did a few different things (for strategy)
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Watermelons on the vine
fresh, they are mouth watering juicy and delicious.
Ron’s parents, Joe and Irene Tchorek, bought the
original 140 acre tobacco farm in the mid-1950's. Ron
and Patty now grow 65 acres of watermelons along
with other rotating crops.
The switch in 2004 to melons was partly made
possible due to the sandy loam soil so conducive to
vegetable and fruit farming in Norfolk County
Growing watermelons is a labour intensive
operation, Patty told the Maple Leaf. They hire 12
off-shore workers, most of whom have been with them
for a number of years, and three to four locals during
the busy growing and harvesting season.
There is much to be done throughout the farm year.
After the fall harvest, Robert Tchorek, a McMaster
University student, told the Maple Leaf “the fields are
put to sleep”. If a field is being rotated out, it may be
disced and planted with rye that will be disked down
in the spring for fertilization purposes, Patty added.
After the field work is done in the early spring,
mounds are formed in rows, drip lines are installed for
irrigation and mulch plastic is laid down, Robert
explained.
The Tchoreks have a contract with a greenhouse
operation to buy the small male and female plants that
are planted in holes punched into the plastic about
mid to end of May
They also contract with local beekeepers to bring
hives for pollination purposes after the plants flower in
June. They stay into August.
Ron explained that the plastic mulch mat which is
placed on their raised soil beds holds moisture,
suppresses weeds and warms the seedlings.
“It cuts our water consumption 50 to 60%, a
tremendous savings”. He mentioned they plant a
variety of melons, with markets looking for seedless
mid-size and mid-size seeded. Seeded watermelons are
most popular with the very large Toronto Asian
market, he said.
When ready for harvesting, cutting crews cut the
melons from the vine and they are loaded onto a
harvester machine.
Melons are graded in a grading barn and are boxed
according to size, for example boxes will hold 60
smaller melons or 45 mid-size.
Due to the nature of the product, it is very much a
“just-in-time delivery system”, Ron said.
There is strict criteria for melon quality They are
checked for size and sweetness. Food safety is
extremely important on the farm. “We are audited by
an independent audit body”, Ron added. “We are ever
vigilant to disease. Prevention is important”.
The heatwave in July and our mid-August hot days
and warm nights are perfect for watermelon growing,
Ron said. “The cool nights we had for a bit this
summer were horrible for the watermelons”.
Watermelons, which are considered a vegetable, are
members of the cucurbitaceae family with cucumber,
squash and pumpkins. Robert remembered doing a

Norfolk native Amanda Van Paassen-Bolen was a member
of the Wilfrid Laurier University women's hockey team during
the 2001-02 season. The team was recently inducted into
the Golden Hawks Sports Hall of Fame.
Sharks, a Sr. A women’s hockey team in Barrie,
Ontario.
Life priorities — raising a family — has changed
Amanda’s focus and has prevented her from regular
competition but it doesn’t mean hockey is completely
out of her system.
She plays pick-up hockey with friends two to three
times a week and coaches the hockey team with her
husband at Orillia Park Street Collegiate.
“The fire never really leaves you,” she said. “I love
hockey.”
Wilfrid Laurier University inducted seven new
members as part of its 2013 hall of fame class. Five
athletes, one team and one builder were inducted.
The Golden Hawks hall of fame isn’t the only
distinction for Amanda. In 2011 Amanda was
honoured by the Norfolk County Sports Hall of
Recognition for her hockey career.

Local watermelons shipped
across Ontario
- adapted from an article by Donna McMillan in the Port Dover
Maple Leaf

Fifty to sixty transport truck-loads, carrying a few
hundred thousand watermelons, leave the Port Dover
area farm of Ron and Patty Tchorek from the end of
July to mid-September delivering melons to Toronto
and such stores throughout Ontario as the Loblaws
chain and Costco.
They can also be found at local market stands or
the Tchorek’s Highway 6 property, located near the
Halfway, just east of Highway 24. When they are this
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Annaleise WOWSA Woman of the Year; and Hidden Valley
project on watermelons in elementary school where
classmates found it difficult to think of it as something
other than a fruit.
Watermelons are considered a high lycopene food,
which is especially important for cardiovascular and
bone health. They also provide anti-inflammatory and
antioxidant support. Some pickle the rind, some like
the seeds (particularly important in the Asian market)
and most like to eat the fleshy fruit fresh, in juice or in
a salad.
For the Tchoreks, the harvest season is busy and
very much a family operation. Son Robert, with
Lynden Robinson of Jamaica, are foremen of the
yard.
And with tongue in cheek, Ron said the trucking
operation is coordinated by their transportation
department, IT by the IT department, repair work by
the repair department. All of which falls to Ron, Patty
was quick to point out.
Visitors to the farm are invited to use a self-serve
system to purchase melons on display outside in the
yard.

about 9°C, said Annaleise and the water wasn’t much
warmer.
However it was a welcomed increase from her swim
a few days earlier when the temperature outside was a
mere 2°C.
“The worst part was getting out of the water,” she
said.
While Annaleise broke a record for her freshwater
swim across Lake Ontario, swimming in the ocean is a
completely different experience.
She got her first taste of saltwater swimming during
a trip to Miami earlier this year.
“There is a huge difference,” she said. “I find it way
harder to swim in the ocean because it’s not what I’m
used to.”
The 15-year-old was able to pick up a few tips
during the conference where swimmers from around
the world gathered to recognize accomplishments and
share their experiences during seminars on topics
such as jellyfish and saltwater swimming.
“It was great meeting all of the people,” said
Annaleise. “All of them have done really amazing
things.”
Annaleise also used the opportunity as a
networking event.
“We have a lot of connections for other swims,” she
said. “We have connections all over the world now.”
Thanks to the event, Annaleise will be the guest
speaker and swimmer at the Extreme North Dakota
Watersports Endurance Test in Grand Forks, North
Dakota in June 2014, which is a 36-mile swim down
the Red River.
Several other opportunities have been presented to
her however her main focus right now is her 2014
swim across Lake Erie.
“We have my crew all set up and boats and
everything,” said Annaleise, who noted they are much
further in their planning than during the same
timeframe for her Lake Ontario swim. “We are doing
good.”
Amid all the public appearances, speeches and
planning Annaleise is attempting to have a normal
teen life.
“Grade 10 is harder work-wise but it is easier
socially,” she said.

High honour for Annaleise Carr
- adapted from an article by Sarah Doktor in the Simcoe Reformer

Annaleise Carr was joined by an unusual
swimming companion when she jumped into the water
last week – a seal.
Annaleise participated in an open water swim in
Sandycove, Ireland when she visited that country to
accept her World Open Water Swimming Association’s
2012 Woman of the Year Award at the 2013 Global
Open Water Swimming Conference held in Cork,
Ireland.
“It was really nice but it was freezing,” said
Annaleise of the open water swim.
About 60 swimmers took part in the ocean swim
during the conference. The temperature outside was

Hidden Valley resort to expand
- adapted from an article by David Judd in the Port Dover Maple
Leaf

Long distance swimmer Annaleise Carr visited the Cliffs of
Moher on a recent trip to Ireland. Carr was in the country to
accept her World Open Water Swimming Association's 2012
Woman of the Year Award at the 2013 Global Open Water
Swimming Conference.
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A vacation park situated in an environmentally
sensitive area west of Normandale has county
permission to add 65 campsites.
Hidden Valley RV and tent and trailer park plans to
expand to 311 campsites, up from the 246 sites it has
now.
Norfolk County is taking an unusual step to ensure
a rare tallgrass prairie is managed and protected for
10 years.
The county is demanding a $50,000 letter of credit

Hidden Vally expansion; and Gentlemen of Harmony
There have been no complaints about noise, he
said.
“This campground probably has been studied more
than any campground in the county,” Councillor
Columbus said.
But Simcoe Councillor Peter Black said more
campsites would permit 900 to 1,200 campers at
Hidden Valley
That’s the same population as Courtland or Port
Rowan.
“I can’t imagine plunking Courtland or Port Rowan
into such an environmentally sensitive area,”
Councillor Black said.
Port Dover’s John Wells supported changing the
county’s official plan and zoning to accommodate the
additional campsites.
Councillor Wells has camped at Hidden Valley
although not since new owners took over three years
ago.
“I have heard nothing but good things about the
new owners,” he said.
“They are concerned about the environment as
well as their customers.”

from Hidden Valley.
It’s the first time that the county has required a
letter of credit to enforce an environmental plan.
The park’s owner must show it has carried out the
management plan for the tallgrass prairie.
In return, the county will gradually reduce the
amount owed in the letter of credit.
The park’s development will boost tourism without
significantly affecting the sensitive environment, a
report to council stated.
Concerns by the Ministry of Natural Resources have
been satisfied.
And county council believes the park’s owners will
protect and enhance key natural features.
Hidden Valley is near provincially significant
woodlands and a wetland, Young’s Creek and the
Normandale fish culture station.
Nearby are Turkey Point Provincial Park as well as
land owned by the Long Point Region Conservation
Authority and the Hamilton Naturalists Club.
In addition to the tallgrass prairie, an
environmental study found Hidden Valley is home to
monarch and Southern Cloudywing butterflies,
badgers, Eastern flowering dogwood, hooded warblers,
whip-poor-wills and butternut and pignut hickory
trees.
The park hosts campers from spring to October.
At 311 campsites, Hidden Valley will have no more
room to develop, consultant Ruth Victor of Oakville
told councillors,
Plans call for replacement of much of the park’s
aging sewage septic system.
Supporting Hidden Valley’s development, Brenda
Bennett of Normandale Century Inn said more
campsites would help build the local economy and give
visitors more places to stay
Simcoe Councillor nCharlie Luke agreed.
He said the park’s owners understand the
importance of environmental issues and that planning
controls will address issues.
“Many people in Norfolk County don’t know where
Hidden Valley is,” Councillor Luke said. “I call it
Shangri-La. It’s that beautiful.”
Delhi Councillor Mike Columbus also expressed
support for more campsites.
He recalled there was more opposition when the
former Boy Scout camp was converted to Hidden
Valley campground with 75 sites in 1989.

Gentlemen of Harmony present
best of barbershop
- adapted from an article by Glen Silverthorn in the Simcoe
Reformer

I returned to some roots recently when I attended
an exciting rehearsal of the Gentlemen Of Harmony at
Old Windham United Church in my hometown,
Simcoe.
It brought back childhood memories of going to
Sunday school at Old Windham’s former location.
This ever-growing group of men led by nRay
Danley were rehearsing for their annual spectacular
Harmony Showcase to be held at Simcoe Composite
School auditorium. There will be two performances.
These Gentlemen were Ontario district chorus
champions in 2007 and 2011.
When I first arrived, I thought I had missed a
concert as the guys were all dressed up in tuxedos but
they had just finished a photo session.
It wasn’t long before we were in our chairs refining
a Christmas song, “Believe,” from the film Polar
Express. When I sang with Simcoe Chapter’s Golden
Garden Chorus a few decades ago I was a baritone, so
I struggled to sing some right notes on this beautiful
arrangement.
Ray, whom I’ve known since Simcoe high school
days, took over the chorus from original director Lou
Gibson. Ray led the group until leaving in 1967 to
spend the next 31 years in Toronto where he spent
many years in music at Toronto Teachers’ College.
While there he led the Scarborough Dukes Of
Harmony to a number of gold medals at the North
American Championships. The Simcoe chapter kept
active over the next decades with other leaders
-14-

TP Marina Bass Tournament; and Lynn Valley Trail
Bass Tournament Aids
Children’s Health Foundation
- by Brad Thomson

Our 13th annual fundraising season ended with
our Children’s Health Foundation Bass Tournament
that was held on Sunday, September 8th. I would like
to thank all of our sponsors, competitors, volunteers
and marina supporters who helped raise $7,150 this
year for the London Children’s Health Foundation.
Over the past 13 years we have raised $80,892 in
total.
More than 1,100 children from Norfolk and Oxford
visit this hospital each year of a total 80,000 who visit
province-wide. I would like to thank everyone who has
been involved over the past 13 years and I look
forward to working with everyone again in the future.

Members of The Gentlemen of Harmony singing the national
anthem at the start of a meeting of Norfolk council. In the
photo are tenor John Deacon (left) of Simcoe, lead Ken
Sheppard of Simcoe, bass Brian Boag of Port Ryerse, and
baritone Ray Danley of Simcoe.
including nCliff Whitehead of Delhi.
After moving back to Simcoe in 1998, Ray took over
the current chorus in 2001. He has an exacting
command of his chorus with precise conducting and
clear explanation of what he demands of his singers.
He made it definite that he won’t tolerate singers who
sing notes that don’t make sense.
But he tempers all this with a good deal of humour
and camaraderie and rehearsals turn out to be a fun
evening. This is why Gentlemen Of Harmony continues
to grow. The group meets Tuesday nights at 8 o’clock
at Old Windham Church.
If you love singing and are interested, they’d love to
have you drop by and enjoy some great fellowship, a
grand night of singing and possibly becoming a
member.
When the chorus rehearsed later on the risers Ray’s
dynamic leadership took control of these ordinary guys
making extraordinary music producing amazing
four-part a capella rich harmonious chords.
The opening set will present a variety of up-tempo
songs and ballads, including “Who Will Buy,” “I’m
Gonna Live ‘til I Die,” “Song For The Mira,” and others
including visual presentations.
While working on Leonard Cohen’s Hallelujah, Ray
called for a more focused and intense energy from the
core of each singer with less fuzz and mush on the
lyrics. The result was simply amazing from a listening
standpoint.
The final set will include Toyland and a wonderful
arrangement of “Veni Veni, Emmanuel” and two more.
This concert will also feature Harmony Squared, the
Brantford Collegiate Institute chorus directed by
Shawn Oakes, and six Simcoe chapter quartets
performing an “Old Songs Medley.”
The highlight of the evening will be 2010
International Quartet Champions, “Storm Front” (and
they’re funny, too).

Presentation of a cheque to the London Children’s Health
Foundation took place on October 1st in Turkey Point. On
hand for the presentation were, from left to right, Volunteer
Iris Loder, Norfolk County Councillor Jim Oliver, Jennifer
Baxter of the London Children's Health Foundation, Brad
Thomson, General Manager of MacDonald Turkey Point
Marina Inc., Danny MacDonald, President of MacDonald
Marine and Norfolk County Mayor Dennis Travale.

Lynn Valley Trail repairs
completed
- adapted from an article by David Judd in the Port Dover Maple
Leaf

Thanks to total donations of approximately
$170,000 from dozens of individuals, corporations,
and service organizations, the Lynn Valley Trail is once
again in tip-top shape. At an event on Sunday at the
Port Dover head of the trail in Silver Lake Park, donors
were thanked for their contributions to the project and
a sign acknowledging these donations was unveiled.
“Thank you to the many wonderful people who have
donated to this major project,” Lynn Valley Trail
Association (LVTA) President nPaul Beischlag said.
“This event is the culmination of the project and we
are able to say ‘We are done!’ We raised a lot of money
for this project and then used people from the local
communities to do the job. While today we are
recognizing those donors who contributed $1,000 or
more, there were many donations of from $10 to $999
that didn’t make this list or the sign. However, we
thank all of you. In addition, we estimate that more
than 2,000 hours of volunteer work were contributed
in the last year to complete the project.”
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Lynn Valley Trail upgrade; and Walsh cleans up
“Farmers were leery of vandalism and the meeting did
not go well. However, hope was there and it was the
beginning of a vision for the trail. The leadership for
the project was there for many years before the
possibilities presented themselves when the railway
right-of-way became available. The trail is the fruition
of more than 40 years of planning and is a role model
for so many other projects in the area.”
Helen Wagenaar, a local representative of the
Ontario Trillium Foundation was also on hand to
celebrate the new and improved trail. “This project
provides safe recreational opportunities for a large
number of people,” she said.
Norfolk County nMayor Dennis Travale said the
County is always amenable to joint efforts, but that
“we need to know how much ‘skin’ do you have in the
game and by ‘skin’ I mean how many people are willing
to volunteer and step up to make these things a
reality.”
Peter Hellyer from the Hellyer Foundation echoed
Mayor Travale’s words by saying, “We do not take for
granted all the dedicated volunteers who made this
project happen or the volunteers who keep the trail
beautiful for all of us. The Lynn Valley Trail is world
class and is a piece of environmental art with the
water in the Lynn River rushing under the bridges, the
leaves rustling overhead, and the cattle in the nearby
fields.”
After the official ceremony was completed, a sign
located near the Freedom Fountain at the start of the
trail in Port Dover naming all donors of $1,000 or more
was unveiled. Names on the sign include: The Trillium
Foundation, Norfolk County, Tim Horton’s, Simcoe
Lions Club, The Hellyer Foundation, Ontario Power
Generation, the Fredericks Family, the Burt Family,
Michael and Keitha Davis, nJay and nIrene
McKiee, Malcolm Meller, Charlie and Juta Upshall,
Maria Welyhorskyj, Mark and Jeff Gamble and
Families, Bachmann Law, Meridian Credit Union, Port
Dover Lions Club, Rassaun Steel, Royal Bank of
Canada, Simcoe Rotary Club, The Vittoria & District
Foundation Inc., and Vallee Consulting Engineers.

Michael Davis, Secretary of the LVTA provided a
brief history of the trail. “The Lynn Valley Trail runs
along the route of the former Lake Huron and Port
Dover Railway which established the route in the
1870s. Between Simcoe and Port Dover, the route
crosses the Lynn River four times using four wooden
railway bridges. In 1988 the railway line was
abandoned and acquired by Norfolk County. In 1993
the trail was opened and the maintenance of the
bridges was handed over to the LVTA, which then
installed railings and decking on the bridges to make
the trail safe for hikers and cyclists.
“Ten years ago extensive work was needed on two of
the bridges to repair the in-water supports. Last year,
we had an inspection conducted again, and there were
signs of deterioration on the in-water supports of the
Burt and Robinson bridges. The repairs needed to be
completed immediately or the trail would have to close
in 2014. The project to repair the bridges and the start
of a major fund-raising campaign were announced in
December of 2012 and in August and September of
this year the repairs were completed. These repairs will
extend the life of the bridges for many years into the
future.”
The repairs would not have been possible without
the support of a number of large donations including
$78,000 from a Trillium Foundation grant, funding
from Norfolk County, and numerous donations from
businesses and service clubs including four $10,000
donations from the Hellyer Foundation, the Simcoe
Lions Club, the four Simcoe and Port Dover Tim
Horton’s franchises, and Ontario Power Generation.
In a written message, MP Diane Finley said that
the Lynn Valley Trail is another gem in Norfolk
County. “Growing up in Port Dover, I’m grateful to the
people who stepped up and put their support behind
the trail. It’s a tremendous resource for visitors and
residents of the area.”
MPP Toby Barrett brought greetings from the
Ontario government and said he remembered a
meeting in the early 1970s at which the idea of a trail
linking Port Dover and Simcoe was proposed. “There
was no money and a lot of opposition,” he said.

Walsh Public cleans up Turkey
Point Beach Litter
- adapted from an article by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub

Grade 6, 7 and 8 students from Walsh Public
School spent some time on a Wednesday morning at
the beach in Turkey Point. Oh, they were having fun …
in a positive community way. You see they were busy
picking up garbage as part of the national Great
Canadian Shoreline Cleanup.
I chatted with grade eight student, Zach Peck, who
headed up the media relations for school council. Zach
explained that Walsh had done this before and that it
was important to keep our beaches clean. The
students would start at one end of the beach and work
their way down. With clipboard in hand, Zach went off
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TP Beach cleanup; and Puma sighting
my mind swirled that perhaps it was a cougar (puma).
When I returned home that evening I did a little
research on what it was I saw.
I checked out the Ontario Puma Foundation and
found out that lo and behold, there have been many
sightings all over the province and near the lakeshore.
I asked a few of my close friends if they had ever heard
of pumas in the area. One, who is an excellent
outdoorsman, told me he had and believed my story.
Winter came and went and the thought of a big cat in
our neck of the woods seemed crazy, I chalked it up to
my imagination.
In the past we have watched brazen coyotes walk
down the lane in front of our car … watched fox pups
play on our front lawn … enjoyed the deer in the fields
beside our home … found newborn rabbits living
under the deck and a raccoon that was asleep on our
deck … oh and the occasional snake sunning itself. It
is part of living where we do and we feel comfortable in
the environment, with the lake so close it seems we are
a mecca for critters.
As the summer was nearing an end, my son and I
decided to sleep down by the lake. We had spent the
afternoon biking trails out at Normandale and by the
time we set up the tent and went for a walk on the
beach in Ryerse it was dark. We decided to pass on
having a fire and choose to get some shuteye instead
(we almost always have a fire). Sure enough just after
we settled in, the odour of a skunk came wafting by …
oh great ... oh well, I rolled over and went to sleep.
I awoke to hear something jump down onto the
kayaks beside our tent at about 11:30 pm. I figured it
was most likely a raccoon, but then I heard it go by the
tent. It did not sound like a raccoon. It sounded much
bigger. I looked over at Lirum, who was sound asleep. I
was fully awake now. I lay perfectly still.
Whatever it was, it was too close for my liking.
Thirty minutes went by and then all hell broke loose.
Whatever it was, it had caught its prey and it was
close. I woke Lirum up and we both recognized that
the cat-like growl sound was that of a puma or bobcat.

to help keep track of what all was picked up.
Here is a little history about the Great Canadian
Shoreline cleanup according to their website,
www.shorelinecleanup.ca.
In 1994, a small team of employees and volunteers
at the Vancouver Aquarium decided to clean up a local
beach in Stanley Park to help protect the city’s
shorelines. They submitted the data collected during
this event to the International Coastal Cleanup, a
global program managed by the Ocean Conservancy.
By 1997, 400 volunteers were participating in 20 sites
across British Columbia as part of the Great BC Beach
Cleanup. In 2002, the Great Canadian Shoreline
Cleanup emerged as a national program, providing all
Canadians the opportunity to make a difference in
their local communities. Cleanups started appearing in
every province and territory, and by 2003, more than
20,000 volunteers were taking part. Over the following
years, the program continued to expand its reach and
influence, aided by the support of sponsors, donors,
and partners (such as WWF Canada, who became a
full partner of the Shoreline Cleanup in 2010).
Public support and interest in the program also
grew as Canadians gradually became more aware of
the harmful effects of shoreline litter on both fragile
aquatic ecosystems and people. In 2012, the Shoreline
Cleanup celebrated its 19th anniversary with more
than 57,000 volunteers, and expanded the spring
cleanup to include school groups in Ontario and
British Columbia. Today, it is recognized as one of the
largest direct action conservation programs, as well as
the most significant contributor to the International
Coastal Cleanup in Canada.
Zach reported that the beach cleanup by the Walsh
Public School collected 2,678 cigarette butts, 225
bottle caps, 180 packaging materials (such as food
wrappers, foam packaging, etc.)… all in all there was
over 3,900 pieces of garbage collected!
Way to go Walsh Public – Thanks for taking the
time to help the environment!

Puma Sighting at Port Ryerse
- adapted from an article by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub

My wife and I were enjoying a walk down our lane
out in Port Ryerse one early evening last fall, when
ahead in the distance I caught sight of an animal
slinking over a tree and going into the bush. At first I
thought it was a fox, but the more I looked, the more it
became evident it was too big to be a fox. It was then
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Puma at Port Ryerse; and V&DF boosts NGH Radiothon
• Do not approach a puma. Pumas want to avoid
humans so leave space for them to make their escape.
• Educate your children about pumas and other
wildlife and supervise your children if they are outside
at dawn and dusk.
• Backpack, hike and camp with a companion in
remote areas.
• Never run away from or past a puma. This may
trigger the instinct to chase.
• Never bend down or crouch. This emulates a
four-legged prey and exposes your back and neck to a
puma.
It is important to remember that the puma plays an
important role in our ecosystem. As a top predator, the
puma maintains a check on its main food source, the
white-tailed deer. We would stress again that your
chances of encountering a puma are extremely remote
– being attacked by one is exceptionally rare.
Since that August evening things have been quiet,
but a few folks I have told the story to have informed
me of others who may have seen the big cats in the
area.
We are not trying to alarm folks, but increase
awareness that these animals are around and we do
need to be cautious.

Oh, there was no mistaking it!
We both lay silently, waiting for the big cat to drag
away its prey. The snarling we heard was downright
vicious and menacing. I do not remember ever being so
afraid.
My 13 year old was amazingly cool headed and
calm, but admitted later that he was scared to death.
We decided to head for the lake and make our way to
the road. We were definitely not going to take the
beach stairs, since that is where we believed the puma
to be.
We waited another ten minutes, before cautiously
leaving the tent and heading down the beach, to the
road for 2 km walk home. Our headlamps were on full
power as we constantly checked behind us … the
adrenaline was pumping. We both knew what we
heard and decided that first thing in the morning we
would go look for paw prints in the sand. It was nice to
finally reach home and crawl into bed.
Sure enough, the next morning we headed for the
beach and found paw prints less than four feet from
our tent … the size of the prints implied puma rather
than bobcat.
We went to the Ontario Puma Foundation website
and listened to the vocal recognition recording, and
sure enough that was what we heard. There was no
doubt in my mind after what I saw last fall, what I
heard the evening before and the prints we found that
Port Ryerse was part of a puma’s territory … we filed a
report and sent off photos of the prints. We have yet to
hear back.
Here are some interesting facts about the puma
taken from the Ontario Puma Foundation site,
www.ontariopuma.ca.
Currently there is an estimated 550 North American
pumas in the province and their numbers are
increasing steadily to a sustainable population.
The puma is an extremely elusive animal and the
chances of encountering one is very slim.
However, puma sightings in Ontario have increased
dramatically over the past ten years and the Ontario
Puma Foundation feels it is necessary to educate the
public on living with pumas.
Here are some suggestions to increase your safety
in puma country.
• Be aware of your surroundings – conduct yourself
and attend to children accordingly.
• Don’t feed wildlife: attracting deer will also attract
their predator – the puma.
• If you have a garden that attracts deer, fence it off
and remove cover vegetation immediately around the
garden if living in remote areas where pumas have
been sighted.
• Keep pets secure, preferably in a kennel with an
enclosed roof. Keep pets inside at dawn and dusk and
do not leave food outside that will attract prey animals.
Roaming pets become easy prey for a puma.
• Secure livestock in enclosed barns or sheds at
night.

V&DF Makes Donation at NGH
Radiothon
- adapted from an article by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub

I was listening to 98.9 myFM last Wednesday
morning, when I heard a couple of familiar voices
chatting on the radio. It was the annual Radiothon for
Norfolk General Hospital (NGH) and the two men
making a donation were nTom Haskett and nGary
Cooper on behalf of the Vittoria & District Foundation.
They were presenting a cheque for $5,000. I quickly
headed for the hospital to grab a photo of them for the
paper.
As I drove up, I wondered how long the Vittoria &
District Foundation had been helping out the hospital.
It seems every year they show up and make a sizable
donation.
I caught up with Tom and Gary just as they were
getting ready to leave and found out that they have
been making a donation every year, for the past
seventeen years. They have donated well over
$125,000! The Foundation realizes the importance of
the hospital in our community. Tom and Gary made it
very clear that they will continue to support NGH.
Well I figured I best grab a photo of the two of them
with Julie Powell (Director of Development for the
Norfolk General Hospital Foundation). Of course folks
walking by were commenting about the rose between
two thorns. Tom and Gary took it all in stride having
some fun as well.
You know the Vittoria & District Foundation sets a
great example in our community. They may not be the
biggest foundation, but what they do have, is a sense
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V&DF benefits NGH and Port Dover Library
village’s rich history as a former commercial hub in
this part of Ontario and also as a former judicial
capital of the London District of Upper Canada. The
bicentennial, held in 1996, was so successful that the
unused monetary funds were the basis for the
formation of the Vittoria Foundation.
The Foundation, under the current leadership of
chairman nGary Cooper, has 292 members who pay
$20 annually and receive a community newsletter
twice each year. Membership includes those currently
living in Vittoria as well as folks who have moved away
but still want to keep in touch.
Among other things, the Foundation keenly
supports Vittoria’s own community centre and town
hall, as well as Norfolk General Hospital, the theatre
arts, Crime Stoppers, and also makes an annual
scholarship available to a worthy local student
pursuing further education.
The annual meeting is held in February, and a
major fundraiser in the form of a spaghetti dinner and
auction, is held the third weekend in March.

From left: Tom Haskett, Julie Powell, and Gary Cooper at
this year's Norfolk General Hospital Radiothon.
of who they are, how they got there, and how they can
help. Whenever Tom and Gary show up, you can
always count on a little fun and a helping hand!
Here are some of the goals and objectives of the
Vittoria & District Foundation courtesy of their web
site, www.vittoria.on.ca.
“To assist with the provision of public amenities to
benefit the community, including community halls and
parks, picnic areas and playgrounds.”
“To foster in the area, a sense of community pride
and civic satisfaction by enhancing the quality of life
and by supporting and promoting activities
undertaken by other service organizations.”
“To promote the advancement of education by
providing annually a bursary for academic and
extracurricular excellence.”
“To assist with the continuation and expansion of a
heritage program of research, compilation, cataloguing
and archiving of local history resources, which will be
available to area schools and the public.”
“To provide assistance, support and encouragement
to facilities and activities which benefit the
community, such as arts projects, cultural activities,
heritage programs, senior programs, youth programs,
and environmental and social programs.”
Kudos to all the members of the Vittoria & District
Foundation, especially nRoger Cruickshank for
keeping them all in line! Thank You!
Congratulations to the Norfolk General Hospital
Foundation for raising over $157,000 at this year’s
Radiothon!

A donation in the amount of $7,500, to be contributed as
a three-year pledge, has been made to the new Port Dover
Library campaign by the Vittoria & District Foundation Inc. A
cheque was presented by Foundation treasurer Twila
Cruickshank and secretary Roger Cruickshank. It was
received by John Wells, chairperson of the fundraising
committee.

V&DF donates $7,500 to
“Fishing For Funds” campaign

School’s Out!

- adapted from an article by Joan Doyle in the Port Dover Maple
Leaf

- adapted from an article by Lirum Scott in the Norfolk Hub

For those of you who have not realized it yet, I am
in elementary school (Elgin Avenue Public School),
which means that June 27 was my last day of school
(for this year)! Sadly there are a lot of people from
Elgin who will not be coming back next year and one is
Mrs. Backus (our French teacher). She has been at
Elgin for about 36 years and has done a magnificent
job of educating many students in speaking French
over those years. From all of the stories that I have
heard and from the experiences that I, myself have
been fortunate enough to have, I know that she is an
organized yet fun teacher.

The Vittoria & District Foundation Inc. has made a
three-year pledge in the total amount of $7,500 to the
fundraising campaign for the new Port Dover branch of
Norfolk County Public Libraries. The donation comes
from a generous community organization, that since
its inception, has contributed over $500,000 to
projects in its hometown as well as to projects across
Norfolk County.
nRoger Cruickshank, who is secretary of the
group, said the Foundation was created in 1997. Local
organizers had actually started a few years earlier to
plan for Vittoria’s bicentennial to commemorate the
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Summer Holidays; and NYCA Camp
It does seem that I have the worst luck, not only will
we lose our great teacher, but with her not here, my
class may not be able to go to Québec … and on top of
that, our first day of freedom and it rained all day …
but at least I was lucky enough to have Mrs. Backus
for seven great years.
Without school, I can sleep in, and stay up late, I
won’t have to study for tests and quizzes and I have
more time to type articles. There is only one downside
to being out of school, which is the fact that it is much
easier for your parents to assign you chores. Which is
why I like to go outside and walk the dogs or climb a
tree, or go down to my room after breakfast and stay
there a while, where I can surf the web in peace … and
it’s things like this that sure beats doing chores.
I find the best part of summer is the sports … or the
beach … or both, yep my favourite part of summer is
kayaking. It is also a choice sport for many others
including Mrs. Backus, my mom, my dad … there is a
pretty long list of people and a lot of these people have
been taught by my dad. He can do rolls and flips and
go on rapids, there is only one group of people that I
know of who can kayak better than my dad and that is
the inventors of the kayak themselves … the Inuit. Not
only can they do rolls and flips and go on rapids but
they can do most of this with their hands tied … but I
will just stick to the basics this summer, my goal for
the summer is to learn to do a roll in a kayak, which is
where you would be flipped in a kayak and you would
have to un-flip yourself. Also kayaking is a good thing
to look into if you want to try something new because
it is for everyone, and I don’t mean that in a one size
fits all kind of way, I mean it in a, there’s many
different ways of kayaking … rapids, paddleboarding,
open water, doubles, race boats ... there’s even
inflatable kayaks … or maybe your thing is canoeing,
biking or even skimboarding but there is no rush – you
have all summer to figure out what you think is the
best part of summer.

Lirum Scott kayaking in 2010.
“Treat each day as your last; one day you will be right!”

Because ...
- adapted from an article by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub

The easiest process of the mind is to forget … or
perhaps choose to forget. In the adult world we tend to
forget a lot of experiences we had as children … good
and bad … it seems when we do remember, it feels like
a lifetime ago.
For myself camp has never really gone away ... over
the years I have had the opportunity to volunteer at
the NYCA camp in Port Ryerse, teaching kids to kayak.
Getting out on the water is a whole new world to these
kids … it lets them discover more about who they are.
Over the years I bet I have taken over 1000 kids out
for a paddle, and every time it is a new adventure.
The NYCA camp isn’t the biggest, but I like to
believe that when kids come out for the day they will
have an adventure and enjoy the great outdoors.
Monica and I just keep going back year after year …
our kids have spent their summers helping … it is a
piece of us; it has become ingrained in who we are.
Kids that attend the camp have a variety of
backgrounds and over the years we have supported
children going through some tough times; may it be
health or personal issues. The whole goal of the day is
to help them to forget about their problems and enjoy
themselves … to add a little sunshine to their lives.
Years ago I remember being out on the water, using
our small sailboat. The sky was crystal clear and the
water was flat and a deep blue. Kids were laughing …
all but one a little girl … she just turned and looked
me straight in the eye and said, “my daddy beats up
my mommy” … at that moment I realized why we do
what we do to help children … it was seared into my
memory.
The situation the child was in at the time had
already been dealt with, the family was at the shelter.
It just kills you to think that this young girl’s mind
had to cope with such a heavy problem instead of
being carefree as you should be at that age. It took
some time, but by the end of the week she was smiling
and enjoying her time on the water.
I guess that is why the NYCA does what it does …
there have been many stories over the years similar to
that one and each time it puts me back in check …
realizing what we do is important.
The cost to run a camp isn’t cheap and I wanted to
take a moment to say thanks to our biggest supporter
over the years … Scotiabank Simcoe. Truly if it was
not for the folks there, I do not know how many years
camp could have run … Deb especially goes above and
beyond … every year she will say, “How can we help?”
So to Scotiabank and all our supporters … Thank
You for believing in and keeping camp memories alive
… Thank You for holding out your hand to help
children see a brighter future.
“Crowded elevators smell different to midgets!”
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NYCA Camp; and Touring by Zodiac
NYCA Camp ...

Reid have partnered to launch an exciting new
adventure called “Trip to the Tip” – a four hour
excursion to the end of Long Point and back in a
24-foot Zodiac.
Tours will leave from Pier 67 Restaurant in Turkey
Point for the 27 km ride showcasing the natural
beauty of the inner bay. Cruising past Bait Island,
Ryerson’s Island, Pottahawk Point and out beyond
Bluff Bar, passengers will be treated to a close up view
of the world’s largest freshwater sand-spit known as
Long Point.
Along the way, Captain Garrett will tell you about
the lore and legends of the area, about wildlife and
waterfowl, and the history of the Long Point Company.
In between, he’ll stop at strategic spots to let his
passengers photograph and appreciate what is most
definitely one of the most magnificent areas in
Southern Ontario.
Garrett’s background in wildlife and fisheries and
his life-long love of nature make him ... well ... a
natural for this job. He is fully licensed and registered
with Transport Canada as a small vessel captain and
has all the certification and training needed to provide
a safe and enjoyable boating experience. With his
ready smile and welcoming personality, this new
business venture is bound to be a success.
The Zodiac itself is an interesting vessel. Garrett
found it in a small Nova Scotian town on the Bay of
Fundy and trailered it here in March of this year.
Previously, it served as a search and rescue boat on
the North Atlantic, and with its twin 150 horsepower
motors, it can reach a top speed of 80 km per hour at
full throttle. He can carry as many as 12 passengers at
a time, including himself and one crew member, and
the ride is comfortable and smooth.
In addition to his “Trip to the Tip”, Garrett also
delivers a package that offers a birding tour in
conjunction with the Long Point Bird Observatory Tip
Research Station at the very end of the point.
Other packages are in the planning stages as well,

- adapted from an article by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub

Another year has come and gone at camp and of
course a week of fun was made to order with great
weather.
Calm waters and cool crafts were just part of the
fun. Out on the water the kids had the opportunity to
explore the old sunken pier off of Port Ryerse and take
a nice little meandering paddle up Young’s Creek. Of
course there was the usual array of swimming time
and just good old fashioned beach sand play. It was
great to see kids just being kids and playing, with no
electronic gadgets to be found. I guess we forget
sometimes that a creative mind sitting on the beach
with friends and sand toys can go a long way to help a
child learn the simple things in life … like face-to-face
communication, sharing, playing together and just
having fun.
Every year we do camp, I remind myself how lucky
we are to be able to do it, to just let kids play and
develop skills that sometimes I think are slipping
away. You just see them come alive when they climb
into the kayak; them in the bow, me in the stern as we
ride the waves.
The excitement of being on the water and of course
the shouts of joy as we return to camp and they jump
from the kayak to swim to shore.
All the while having fun and learning a water safety
skill they may use some day.
All in all it was a great camp and thanks to
supporters for keeping the camp going. See you next
year!

Zoomin’ in a Zodiac
- adapted from an article by Jean Mottashed in the Norfolk Hub

Ever wonder what it would be like to zoom across
Long Point Bay in a Zodiac? Well, now’s your chance to
find out!
Long Point Eco Adventures and Captain Garrett

Captain Garrett Reid, right, and crew member
Alyssa Cousineau are ready for Zodiac boat tours
to the tip of Long Point.
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Cornstock donates drums; and Guided Bike Tours
he says.
Of paramount importance to him and his partners
at Long Point Eco- Adventures is their determination
to treat this sensitive natural area with the utmost
respect. “We want to leave as little a footprint as
possible with no exploiting of Long Point,” Garrett said.
Garrett’s skill in handling the Zodiac coupled with
Long Point’s spectacular vistas are a winning
combination. Tours can be booked by calling
1-877-743-8687 or on-line at lpfun.ca.
Best of luck, Garrett – see you on the bay!

see that the group were enjoying the music they were
making! Then all too soon the hour was over and
everyone enjoyed an ice cream treat before it was time
to take the residents back indoors and the students
and their teacher walked back to school in time to
catch the bus.
The 9th annual Cornstock will be held on Saturday
and Sunday September 7th and 8th rain or shine, as
local musicians come together once again to help raise
money to benefit Children’s Arts Initiatives in the area.
Please plan to attend.
For more information join the Cornstock group page
on facebook.

St. Cecilia’s Intergenerational
Drum Circle at Dover Cliffs

Guided Bike Tours

- adapted from an article by Julie Swainston in the Port Dover
Maple Leaf

- adapted from an article by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub

Birdtown Jamboree, sponsor of Cornstock Music
Festival held at Wagon Wheel Produce, northeast of
Walsh, raises money to support various music arts
programs for youth in the community. This year they
were contacted, and generously donated a variety of
percussion instruments to Mr. Clark’s class at St.
Cecilia’s in Port Dover.
An end of year drum circle was held for the
Intergenerational Program between Dover Cliffs Long
Term Care, and St. Cecilia’s grade 6/7 class on June
20th. In preparation for this event, an introductory
Drum Circle session was arranged for Mr. Clark’s
class, led by local certified Drum Circle facilitator,
Wilma Montgomery, who spoke to the class on the
benefits of drum circle participation during her
presentation.
This class visits monthly throughout the year, and
for their last visit in June, Dover Cliffs Program
Manager Susan Helka, considered this event as it
would be a wonderful experience for the residents and
their class buddies to share.
When the big day arrived Mr. Clark and his
students walked over to Dover Cliffs and helped bring
the residents outside and arranged them in a circle on
the lawn under the shade of the trees. Residents and
students were provided with a variety of percussion
instruments – shakers, tambourines, drums and soon
the air was filled with the sound of music as they
followed the rhythms as Wilma led the group with
various beats. With a show of her hand, old and young
alike, knew when to begin and when to stop. It truly
was amazing to watch and listen and see the smiles as
they all enjoyed this experience with their buddies!
Wilma ended the session by starting with a certain
beat and as they all got the beat she switched to
another beat and then said “there is no wrong way of
doing this if you like a certain beat or rhythm then do
it”. She slowly walked around the circle switching the
beats and listening to what the residents and students
were doing and you could easily see by the look on her
face she liked what she was hearing!
When you looked around the circle you could also
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John Fulton loves to ride his bike. In fact, he
enjoys it so much that a few years back, he and his
wife went to France to take in the Tour de France. His
passion for bikes goes all the way back to being a
young boy growing up in Ottawa, riding his bike,
delivering papers. He remembers back with fond
memories of he and his brother working hard, saving
money … for John, the money was for a bike, of
course. When he finally saved enough, he purchased
that special bike, as John tells it the bike was his
pride and joy, ‘that bike could fly.’ Unfortunately,
someone stole the bike and when it was eventually
returned it was never the same. The culprit had
damaged the bike, stealing the uniqueness it once
held!
John always had a bike after that, continuing to
ride as the years went by, racking up kilometres here,
there and everywhere.
John always hoped to someday do something in the
bike field and it was during his visit to France while
doing a self guided tour that he realized that perhaps
doing a self guided tour just might be something folks
could come and enjoy in Norfolk. A self guided tour is
one where you, the customer, gets in touch with John
and tells him where you would like to ride, for how
many days, and what kind of accommodation you
would like. John sets the ball in motion, planning
everything for you from where to eat, what to see,
accommodations, and itinerary … he even moves your
belongings to each location for you. All you do is enjoy
the ride. You can even get John to join you if that is
what you like.
The France experience was one John will never
forget and he understands that although Norfolk is no
France, we have so much to offer; that cycling here is a
hidden gem that John wants to share from Long Point
to Port Dover, to the trails to Waterford or Delhi there
is so many different routes to offer. The tours John will
provide will fit the personality of the riders from easy
routes to rides with more intensity, you the rider
decide what is right for you and your group.
Here is what John has to say about his new
business ...

Touring by Bicycle; and Touring by Bickle
rentals etc. My brochure will give more details and these
tours will be offered on specific dates this summer and fall.
Self Guided Tours will also be fully supported, though the
clients will guide themselves based on maps and information
provided by my company. I will provide support to riders for
any problems they may have on route and will transport
luggage or non-riders between overnight locations. This type
of touring has great potential since it can be offered to
groups as small as 2, families or larger groups. Tour length
can also vary from 2 days to longer tours from Niagara to
Point Pelee. It also provides enormous flexibility for cyclists.
Tours can be completely customized to suit the cyclists
needs, desires and budgets. For example, routes can be
planned based on distance and time the cyclists desire to
travel. Additional longer routes can be added for avid cyclists
that may want to log more mileage than other group
members. Accommodation can be arranged, from bed and
breakfast, to hotels, or camping, based on budget and type
of lodging preferred.
Off bike activities such as zip lining, wine tours, golfing,
bird watching, kayaking and canoeing can be incorporated
into the tour. The costs for this type of tour will vary greatly
depending on length, accommodations and other activities.
This type of touring is highly recommended since it allows
complete flexibility and choice of all elements of your bike
tour, including tour participants, dates of departure and
return.
You can experience the best thing about bicycle touring:
riding your bike.

As you are well aware, the tourism opportunities for this
area are extremely optimistic. With this in mind I have
started a bicycle rental, repair and touring company that
would take advantage of, and contribute to, the great tourism
developments occurring in Norfolk. As an avid cyclist and
trained bike mechanic, who has lived in the area for the last
25 years, I see a great opportunity to develop cyclo-tourism
in this area. I have done extensive bike touring from Port
Dover to Point Pelee, in addition to European bike touring,
and greatly appreciate the scenic, relatively quiet roads in
the county that are ideal for cyclo-tourism. The Waterfront
Trail designation will greatly help to promote this area as an
ideal destination for bicycle riding.
My business is located on the Waterfront Trail on Front
Rd. in Port Ryerse (3141 Front Rd. RR1 Vittoria, N0E 1W0).
I have a large shop that I use to repair, sell and store
bicycles and equipment for my company. I am currently
building up my inventory of bicycles that I will use in my
rental and touring business. I will rent on an hourly, 1/2 day,
daily or weekly basis. I will also offer tandem bicycles and
trail-a-bikes for children so that couples and families can
cycle together. In addition, I will offer standard road and
hybrid bicycles for use on local excellent roads and mountain
bikes for off-road use on rail trails and great single track
trails in the Turkey Point area. Future offerings may include
touring equipment (touring bikes outfitted with panniers,
trailers etc.) for self sufficient touring and other recreational
equipment such as kayaks and canoes.
A large cargo trailer allows me to deliver equipment to
clients that are staying anywhere in the county. The touring
aspect of my business will utilize scenic routes and various
accommodations available in the area. I offer two types of
fully supported bicycle tours: Self Guided and Guided Tours.
Guided Tours will be fully supported and will feature
myself or an employee that will ride with and guide clients
along a specific route. These tours will be on certain dates
and will accommodate larger groups. Accommodations will
be in larger hotels and facilities, such as Long Point Eco
Adventures, and will require a larger minimum number of
riders. Prices for these tours will depend on duration, type of
accommodation and other factors such as meals, equipment

Bickle-ride for OBA Champs
- adapted from an article by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub

How often does the Bickle (Vittoria Fire Truck) get
to make four trips around town carrying four different
Ontario Baseball Association (OBA) Championship
teams in one season? Well, never before last Sunday
afternoon, when all four Simcoe Giants teams took
their turns riding around Simcoe to celebrate winning
their Ontario Baseball Championships. First up was
the Pee Wee Major/Minor team, which clinched their
‘B’ title in London. Coach Bob Defreyne said the Pee
Wee team did not make it easy, losing their first game
3-2 and being down 8-0 in their next game before
stepping up and chipping away at the lead to win the
game in an extra inning 9-8. It was a real magic
moment for the team. From there the Pee Wee team
continued winning making it to the finals and
defeating Kawartha 7-3 in the final (the team that beat
them the first game).
Next up on the fire truck was the Major Bantams
who headed to Woodstock for their OBA tournament.
Coach Chris Takacs said the team had an up and
down first half of the season and slowly started to gel.
The second half of the season the team played good
clean baseball. They defeated Wyoming in the final to
win their OBA ‘B’ title.
The Mosquito team (10 and 11 years old) headed
out for Chatham and brought back the ‘B’ title. Coach
Jeremy Shortt said the team peaked at the right time
and used nine different pitchers over the weekend…
the secret to their success!
Coach Shortt played all his players in all different
-23-

Memories from Vic
that we fail to look beyond… so I decided perhaps we
should print Vic’s story and give you a little backdrop
into the life of one of our long time artists.
Take it away Vic!
I started painting Christmas cards for my grandmother,
whom I called Granny. She was the president of a ladies
group and she let me sell them for 10 cents. That was my
candy money at the age of 10 years old.
When my mother moved up to Ontario in 1948, my
brother, Dick, and I went to Simcoe High School. After a few
years in school, I got bored and wanted to make some
money being a commercial artist so I enrolled in the Famous
Artist Course, which cost $220. To pay for the course I took

situations during the regular season and feels that
when the OBA Championship came the kids were
prepared for anything.
There was a ton of excitement as these youngsters
climbed aboard the fire truck, and you could see they
were going to enjoy their ride around town.
Last but not least, were the Simcoe Minor Bantams,
team which captured the ‘AA’ title right here at home
in Simcoe under the coaching of Jay MacDonald. They
too had to take the long way to the finals, losing early
in the tournament to Thornhill before bouncing back
and out-scoring their opponents 40-3 in their last four
games. It was redemption for a lot of the players on the
team after losing in the finals last year.
This was an incredible year for Giants baseball,
capturing four OBA titles! President Cory Moulton
says that when he looked to see if any other centres
had captured four titles in one year … he couldn’t find
any that matched Simcoe’s achievement!
Talking with all the coaches and Cory it was easy to
see that ball is alive and well in Simcoe with over 330
kids taking part this summer in all the Simcoe leagues
… and with the commitment of the coaches, families
and volunteers like Cory, I think we may see the Bickle
making a few more rounds in the coming years.

jobs as a surveyor.
It was at that time that I started to play hockey and ball
and that is where I met the Pond boys and met George
Pond’s mom, Bell. Bell and Harold Pond were heads at the
Norfolk County Fair. I knew there was art at the fair so I
showed Bell my drawings … Bell said, “Young man, I think
you should enter the Art Division … you may not win so don’t
get discouraged.”
After two years with no ribbons, I said to myself “enough
of this”, so I buckled down on my art course studies and
picked up some new ideas and started doing some pen and
ink works on hard board and BINGO, I started to get some
ribbons. That made Bell a very happy lady. Next up were oil
paintings … another hit.
The year was 1952 and I had met my wife, Lenore, whom
I married in 1954. She has been by my side every step of the
way, always supportive and the love of my life.
I began work as a Hydro Lineman (for 20 years) and in
the meantime I tried my luck in Toronto with my art, joining
the group of 100 Artists and that started my life in the Art
World.
An art promoter, named John Gilbert, hand picked
artists who went and did shows all over Ontario. That way I
- adapted from an article by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub
met a lot of folks that took an interest in my body of work. I
I received a call last week from nVic Gibbons,
was doing one-man shows when my big break occurred, an
saying he had jotted down a few thoughts and he
invitation to the Buckhorn Wildlife Festival, which I did for 20
wanted to share them with me … so I stopped by and
years.
he handed me his paper to read. It was, in a nutshell,
Meanwhile in 1981, I opened The Old Towne Gallery in
the background to how his life as an artist began.
Simcoe and did that again for over 20 years.
Now 80 years old and still going strong, I want to invite all
You know we kinda forget that artists have stories
the folks to stop by and see my exhibit at the Eva Brook
too. We get so caught up in the beauty of their work
-24-Donly Museum from September 28th till October 19th

Memories from Vic

Discovering Birds of Norfolk with George and Vic
food. Palm Warblers winter in southeastern United
States and during the winter months they are
abundant and easy to find in places like Florida.

(Tuesdays to Saturdays). Come take a walk down memory
lane with my works ranging back from 1952 to the present …
Thank you and I hope to see you at the show!
Vic

Birds of Norfolk

Scarlet Tanager

- adapted from articles by George Pond in the Norfolk Hub

Palm Warbler

It was an early May morning and I had been hoping
to get some good photos of migrating birds in the Long
Point Provincial Park. However birding was very slow.
As there had been little or no migration during the
night, I decided to look for ducks and other water birds
in the marsh west of the causeway. I was standing on
the dyke, slightly higher than a Palm Warbler that was
hawking for insects in the still brown cattails of winter
past. The bird seemed unaware of my presence and I
got many good shots as it moved from one cattail to
another in search of food.
nVic Gibbons chose this interesting pose to paint. I
would probably have chosen a different pose but when
I look at the finished canvas, I have to agree with his
decision. Rather than cattails he has placed my bird in
a stand of Pussy Willows with the early morning sun
just starting to clear away the low-hanging fog.
The original of this painting, which I like very much,
hangs on our Family Room wall. Palm Warblers do not
nest in Norfolk but much further north in the
coniferous forests and boreal bogs. They are a common
early migrant passing through Norfolk in late April and
early May. Long Point is a good place to look for them
at that time.
They continually wag their tail as they forage for
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Over the years I have had the pleasure of leading
several one day birding trips to various hotspots in
Norfolk County. The participants have generally been a
mixture of both novice and knowledgeable birders. I
remember one such trip. We had found a Louisiana
Waterthrush, a small brownish warbler that is very
handsome but to some quite nondescript. These are
southern birds and this is their northern limit with a
few pairs nesting in Norfolk. It is a very difficult bird to
see. It was really the best bird of the day and we all
had terrific views of the bird.
Later that day we found a male Scarlet Tanager
sitting fairly low in a maple tree. Scarlet Tanagers are
relatively common breeding birds in Norfolk. They can
be found in most large woodlots, especially in the
western part of the county; Backus Woods and St.
Williams forest are two that come to mind. Their
metallic Robin-like song can be heard drifting through
the upper canopy of the trees long before the bird can
be seen.
When we found that Scarlet Tanager I knew that
our outing had been a huge success. The Louisiana
Waterthrush was completely forgotten by most of the
group for here was one of the most stunning, even
though common, of Norfolk’s birds. This brilliant red
bird with jet black wings and tail is unbelievingly
beautiful. It never ceases to amaze me though how

Discovering Birds of Norfolk with George and Vic
difficult it is to find in the tree tops once the leaves
have leafed out.
During migration Scarlet Tanagers will often forage
for food low in trees and bushes and sometimes even
on the ground. I remember one day at Rondeau
Provincial Park, Shirley and I were able to approach
within a few feet of one as it hunted in the weeds less
than a foot off the ground. We both got some great
photos that day. Even this year when out with my
favourite group from the Norfolk Field Naturalists on
their annual Baillie Birdathon. We found a low Scarlet
Tanager in a bush. That was a highlight and several of
the group thanked me for pointing it out.
nVic Gibbons using a photograph from my friend
Robert McCaw has placed the bird close to its
breeding habitat here in Norfolk. They like a large
mature deciduous forest. The tanagers are usually in
the upper canopy of the trees. Females by the way are
green in colour and will often confuse new birders with
identification.
Vic has wisely left out his signature Birch tree
limbs, although I think that would work for a Bruce
Peninsula setting. I like the background sky in this
painting.

Marsh Wren
The cattail marshes on both sides of the Long Point
causeway, or walking along the dykes near the viewing
stand that you can see on the west side of the
causeway is probably the best place in Norfolk to see
and hear Marsh Wrens.
At one time Marsh Wrens were called Long-billed
Marsh Wrens to differentiate them from Shortbilled
Marsh Wrens. The names of both birds were changed
to Marsh Wren and Sedge Wren, which better
describes the habitat in which the two different birds
are usually found.
The Marsh Wren is more often heard than seen.
Their song, which sounds like a sewing machine, is
easy to pick out from the other sounds of the marsh.
They usually nest in the cattails, building football
shaped nests just above the waterline. Often they will
build dummy or fake nests, probably to confuse would
be predators.
Marsh Wrens are communal in their nesting habits
and there will usually be many nesting pairs quite
close to one another. They often sing hidden from view
but occasionally pop up and sing from the top of a
cattail or other exposed perch.
Before I had my hearing device I couldn’t hear the
Marsh Wrens and when we were doing our annual
Baillie Birdathon my friends would become quite
frustrated with me as I would have to wait until one of
the birds flew up so I could see it. Today I know why
they were so upset as usually there are abundant
nesting birds and the sewing machine songs are
almost deafening.
Early mornings and evenings are the best times to
hear or see the Marsh Wrens at Long Point. In fact I

highly recommend that some quiet June evening,
about 7:30 or 8 pm you go to Long Point and either
walk along the dykes or simply stand for an hour on
the viewing stand. It can be an incredible experience
listening to and watching the many birds and other
critters that inhabit the marsh. You could easily see or
hear twenty different creatures of Nature’s unending
store.
One early June morning I went to Long Point
hoping to get some good nature photographs. I had
nothing in particular in mind but decided to walk the
dykes for a possible turtle or bullfrog shot. Marsh
Wrens were singing so I stood silently for several
minutes. Suddenly one popped onto a cattail just in
front of me and I was able to get several fairly good
photos.
nVic Gibbons liked this pose. I love the setting that
Vic has placed my bird in particularly the warm early
morning background light. Shirley and I sometimes
bird and photograph on the Bruce Peninsula. The
cattails left from the winter past, the green reeds and
especially the broken Birch branch remind me of the
many small marshes that we like to visit there. Many
of them are alive with Marsh Wrens.

Golden-winged Warbler
Birding during the breeding season in late May and
throughout the month of June is reasonably
predictable. When the birder is familiar with the area
he/she will have learned over time just what birds are
breeding in the various habitats being visited. For
example if I’m walking through Backus woods in June,
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Birds of Norfolk; and Port Dover Library Fundraiser
I know that Hooded and Cerulean Warblers, Northern
and Louisiana Waterthrush, Scarlet Tanagers,
Red-eyed and Yellow-throated Vireos, Pileated, Hairy,
Red-bellied and Downy Woodpeckers as well as several
other species nest there. I might not find them but at
least I can be on the lookout for them.
Birding during migration on the other hand is much
more unpredictable. Because of weather conditions I
might feel that a good migration has taken place the
previous night but I will have only a little idea as to
what species of birds may have migrated. That is why I
usually start my birding day at the Old Cut banding
station at Long Point. First of all Long Point is a
magnet for migrating birds and secondly the banders
can give me a pretty good idea of what has migrated,
how big was the fallout and if any rarities have been
spotted.
The banding area is a few acres in size. On Old Cut
Boulevard volunteers at the Visitor Centre welcome
visitors who can watch the banders as they band and
record vital statistics of each bird caught. Behind this
area are the mist nets that trap migrating birds and
visitors are welcome to walk and bird along the net
trails, provided they don’t touch birds that are trapped
in the nets.
I was in this area one May morning, standing along
side a board fence when suddenly a beautiful
Golden-winged Warbler landed on a Sumac tree just a
few feet in front of me. It seemed oblivious of my
presence and began hunting tiny insects along the
thin trunk of the tree and the cluster of seeds left from
the previous fall. I always carry my camera and began
shooting pictures.
Several turned out quite well including this one that
nVic Gibbons has painted.
Golden-winged Warblers are quite rare in Norfolk. I
used to know of several breeding territories but
unfortunately these birds often mate with Blue-winged
Warblers, a related but stronger species. There are still
populations of Golden-winged Warblers in eastern
Ontario and I expect there are still a few breeding pairs
in this area. Many birders consider the Goldenwinged
Warbler as the most beautiful of all the North
American Wood Warblers and I’m sure when you look
at Vic’s painting you will know why.

I was excited to finally get a good photo of such an
elusive bird and was very pleased that nVic Gibbons
liked it enough to leave the bird in basically the same
setting. He has added just enough to really accentuate
the Golden-winged Warbler in all its beauty. Vic seems
to have a knack for knowing just what to add, leave
out or change completely in the background in order
to make my bird photos true works of art.

PD Library Fundraising
Auction
- adapted from an article by Julie Swainston in the Port Dover
Maple Leaf

Two aerial adventures over Norfolk County were up
for grabs at the dinner and auction which benefited
the campaign for the new Port Dover Library.
With 42 years of flying under his belt, Jim Mattice
offered to take one person as his co-pilot for a
30-minute flight in his 1952 Harvard Mark 4 aircraft.
The plane was used as a World War II trainer. This
type of plane, he said, flew out of places like Jarvis
and Hamilton. The lucky bidder getting to view Port
Dover and surrounding countryside from 1,000 feet.
nRoger Cruickshank Jr. of the St. Williams area
started flying in 1975. He donated a one hour jaunt for
two or three people aboard a 172 Cessna, single
propeller plane. He and his passengers will reach 70
miles per hour on the runway at Rattlesnake Harbour
before lifting off and cruising at about 110 mph. Most
of the sightseeing trip will be done at 2,000 or 3,000
feet, he said.
The high-flying adventures are just two of the items
that have been donated by local individuals and
businesses who have gotten behind the fundraising
campaign that now stands at a little over $40,000. The
ultimate goal in this community is $200,000 for an
expanded, one-level facility currently under
construction at Lakewood School.

Thircul Church carved and donated this Redhead Drake to
the Fundraising Auction for the Port Dover Library.
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Champion Chinook; and Status Quo for Vittoria Town Hall
Vittoria native Thircul Church of Chapman St.
East, spent eight or nine hours carving a Redhead
Drake out of basswood with finishing in acrylic paint.
Although it’s actually a hunting decoy, Thircul expects
it might sit on someone’s shelf as a decorative item,
once it’s bid on at the upcoming library fundraiser.
Golfing packages were donated by Lynn Meadows,
Pine Valley and Turkey Point courses. Then, after a
tough day on the greens, someone can relax in a
rocking chair donated by Stoney’s Hardware.

manages the downriggers. I watch the rods and shout
‘Fish On’ when we get a bite. We alternate turns to
fight the fish. It just happened that I won the game of
rock-paper-scissors on the way to the marina that
morning,” Mark explained.
They were in 100 feet of water trolling along the
picturesque shoreline of Georgian Bay near Lion’s
Head when the fish bit on a big silver and green spoon
that they were using as bait. Mark said at first the fish
didn’t put up much of a fight but that soon changed as
it jumped several times and went on a couple of long
runs. “It put on a big show,” Mark recalled. “The thrill
is in the fight as much as the catch.”
Mark said he and Jason are typically “catch and
release” fishermen who tend to “shy away from the
heavy down rigging rods and reels that most people
use for salmon fishing. Instead, we use gear that
mimics the action of river fishing for steelhead with
light tackle, long rods and centre pin reels. The
downside of using this gear is that we do lose a few
fish in the process, but the upside is that we get to feel
every head shake and movement the fish makes
during the fight.”
After about 10 minutes the fish began to tire.
“We knew we had a good fish on during the fight,
but it wasn’t until we lifted it out of the net and got an
appreciation for its full size that we realized we had a
contender,” Mark said.
Both men are seasoned anglers who gained a
passion for fishing at an early age from their fathers.
Mark says, “It’s a great way to spend time with family,
and even now in our thirties we both still spend time
fishing with our dads. We are incredibly fortunate to
live in this area with so many opportunities for great
fishing.”
Congratulations, Mark and Jason! And thanks for
one of the best fishing stories this year!

Champion Chinook
- adapted from articles by Jean Mottashed in the Norfolk Hub

Every fisherman dreams of catching “The Big One”.
For two local men, that dream came true in spades.
When Mark Addison, of Port Dover, and Jason
Cecchin, of Vittoria, entered the Chantry Chinook
Classic Salmon Derby on Lake Huron and Georgian
Bay in late July, the odds of winning the derby were
one in a thousand. After all, over 1,300 fisherman
were entered and the derby spanned a period of 16
days, ending on August 11th. This was the pair’s
second year in the annual contest that boasts a grand
prize of $14,000 for the biggest fish.
It was Jason, Mark said, who insisted that this was
the year they were going to win. “We planned our
summer holidays around the derby, fished each day
from before sunrise until after sunset, and ultimately
we were rewarded with the fish of a lifetime,” Mark
said in an e-mail.
And that’s no fish tale. This champion Chinook
salmon weighed in at a whopping 21.48 pounds and
measured 34.5 inches long. Ironically, Mark and Jason
caught it on the very first day of competition, and
spent the next two weeks in nervous suspense as they
watched the leader board, wondering if their catch
would take the prize.
Although Mark is listed as the official derby winner,
he emphasizes that he and Jason put in a team effort
to bag this beauty. “Jason captains the boat and

“Status Quo” for Vittoria Town
Hall
- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer

Two of Norfolk’s most historic community halls —
South Walsingham and Vittoria — avoided the axe
after elected officials voted to keep them going.
The municipality has put its 14 community halls,
which cost the treasury more than $300,000 a year to
operate, under the microscope in an effort to save
money.
It is asking the community groups that take care of
the buildings to step up and find ways to generate
more income from them or potentially face closure.
Representatives from the Walsingham Women’s
Institute and the Vittoria & District Foundation said
they will be hard pressed to find more income from
rentals but don’t want to lose the 19th Century
buildings that are central to the identities of their
villages.

Jason Cecchin (left) and Mark Addison with
prize winning Chinook salmon.
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Cider Keg Local Holiday Market; and “Heart Strings”
Cider Keg Local Holiday
Market!
The dignitaries stopped by, the ribbon was cut, the
cider was poured, and the Gourmet Grilled Cheese
with Apple Pie in a Jar was served … and the store
looked absolutely amazing as the Cider Keg opened
their Holiday Store in the Simcoe Town Centre Mall
last week.
nCheryl Peck (Director of Operations for the Cider
Keg) is delighted with the success of the location so
far. The store is unique in that eight different
locally-owned businesses help make up the store’s
product line.
Led by the Cider Keg there are Kernal Peanuts,
Chambers Maple Syrup, Barrie’s Asparagus, Purple
Daze Lavender, Hunts’ Honey, Ontario Popping Corn
and Pristine Gourmet. As you can see by the list there
is a little something for everyone.
Don’t take my word for it ... stop by the Simcoe
Town Centre and check out the Cider Keg Local
Holiday Market ... this cool store is uniquely Norfolk
and has something for everyone on your Christmas
List!

The buildings, the meeting heard, have hosted
everything from Christmas parties to polling stations
at election time to receptions for soldiers returning
from war.
They are used frequently and are part of their
community’s history, they said.
Although each of these halls cost Norfolk about
$8,000 a year to run, the groups also give back to the
community through their fundraising efforts, the
meeting was reminded.
“They are contributing far more to the community
than the cost of keeping the facilities open,” noted
Houghton Councillor Betty Chanyi.
The halls are what rural communities “want and
need” and at least some of their operating costs will
have to be covered by the taxpayer, said Courtland
Councillor Roger Geysens.
Town hall, he said, will never get the groups “to
cover all the costs. It’s not going to happen. No one
has complained to me.”
Simcoe Councillor nCharlie Luke said keeping the
halls open is the answer.
“What is it that we are telling people if we’re
boarding up and selling off historical buildings that
are viable community centres?” he asked.
nTom Haskett of the Vittoria & District
Foundation said his group has put $103,000 into the
hall in the past 16 years and is “committed” to
continue keeping it up.
But “some things have to be supported by the tax
base,” he added.
County staff will continue to talk to the groups that
run four other community halls — one in Walsh, the
Delhi Friendship Centre, the Port Dover Kinsmen Hut,
and the Teeterville Women’s Institute Hall — and come
back to council with a report.
Next year, the remaining eight halls will be studied
and recommendations on their future will come before
council.

Among many celebrating the grand opening of the Cider
Keg Local Holiday Market were (from left); Tom Haskett,
Brian Reichheld, Peter Black, and Mayor Dennis Travale.

Heart Strings - The Best of
Duncan Walsh
Do you remember when Vittoria’s Duncan Walsh,
went to Bridgewater, Nova Scotia as a contestant in
the “Sounds Like Hank” Contest?
The “Sounds Like Hank” contest is a “People’s
Choice” contest in which each member of the audience
votes by completing a ballot indicating his or her
choice. Each contestant sings one Hank Snow song, of
his own choice. Dunc chose “I Don’t Hurt Any More”.
It came as no surprise that Duncan fared very well
in this contest, being awarded a Certificate for his
second-place finish. Many of his local fans and
supporters have observed that they think Dunc
sounded more like Hank, than Hank did himself.
As you know, we lost Duncan last spring. But Dunc
had recorded “I Don’t Hurt Any More” plus 10 other
songs on a CD entitled “Heart Strings”. And there are
still a limited number of those great CDs still available,

“Artificial intelligence is no match for natural stupidity!”
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A Good Samaritan from Vittoria
someone in a wheelchair,” William said Monday. “It’s
not that big a journey. It’s from one side of Simcoe to
the other. Christmas is an important time of year. It’s
important for families to be together.”
Evon Corbould found the outpouring of support for
her plight overwhelming.
“It was wonderful,” she said Monday. “People have
been so kind. I had myself a little cry afterward. I
didn’t realize how stressful this was.”
In an interview last week, Bill Nolan, general
manager of Norview, said using the home’s shuttle to
accommodate social visits could prove problematic. If
everyone at Norview insisted on the same
consideration, Bill said the shuttle could be traveling
around Norfolk non-stop.
With Norview no longer willing to help, Evon looked
elsewhere for a lift. She was surprised no local taxi
companies are equipped for this purpose. As well, no
social service agencies were willing to help. The Ride
Norfolk shuttle was an option but Brian had to be
guaranteed snow-free conditions over the Christmas
break to commit to it.
at $10 each. It’s the sort of music we enjoy playing
over and over ... it never gets too old. They make a
great gift for anyone who loved Dunc’s music.
You may arrange to purchase one or more of Dunc’s
CDs, by contacting Sharon Walsh at 519-426-5638.

A Good Samaritan from Vittoria
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

An aunt and her nephew who were looking at a
Christmas apart this year will get together after all.
More than a dozen people stepped forward to help
after reading in The Simcoe Reformer Friday about the
plight of Evon Corbould, of Simcoe, and her nephew
Brian Kallies, 49, who is a resident of Norview Lodge.
Evon and Brian don’t have family in the Norfolk
area. They just have each other. They’ve grown
accustomed to sharing each other’s company on
Christmas in recent years.
Brian has been confined to a wheelchair since a
medical condition damaged his spinal cord several
years ago.
Previous administrators at Norview arranged to
have Brian transported to his aunt’s home for
Christmas but that is no longer possible. New policies
are in place governing the use of the home’s shuttle
bus. These policies make no allowances for social
visits.
Enter William Francis of Vittoria. William has a
van equipped for the handicapped because his
eight-year-old son is also in a wheelchair. He will
deliver Brian to Evon’s home on Beckett Boulevard
Christmas Eve and return him to Norview December
27.
“I understand how difficult it is to transport

Quadriplegic Brian Kallies will get to spend Christmas with
his aunt Evon Corbould in Simcoe now that transportation
will be provided thanks to the generosity of William Francis,
a Vittoria resident.
“Life isn't about waiting for the storm to pass ...
it's about learning to dance in the rain!”
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Burning
VDCC 25th
Kiln Anniversary
Winery wins Flashbacks
more Awards
Burning Hot At The Intervin
Wine Awards!

bigger parts.
What ingredients are mothers made of?
1. God makes mothers out of clouds and angel hair and everything
nice in the world and one dab of mean.
2. They had to get their start from men's bones. Then they mostly
use string, I think.
Why did God give you your mother and not some other mom?
1. We're related.
2. God knew she likes me a lot more than other people's moms like
me.
What kind of a little girl was your mom?
1. My mom has always been my mom and none of that other stuff.
2. I don't know because I wasn't there, but my guess would be
pretty bossy.
3. They say she used to be nice.
What did mom need to know about dad before she married
him?
1. His last name.
2. She had to know his background. Like is he a crook? Does he
get drunk on beer?
3. Does he make at least $800 a year? Did he say NO to drugs and
YES to chores?
Why did your mom marry your dad?
1. My dad makes the best spaghetti in the world. And my mom eats
a lot.
2. She got too old to do anything else with him.
3. My grandma says that mom didn't have her thinking cap on.
Who's the boss at your house?
1. Mom doesn't want to be boss, but she has to because dad's
such a goofball.
2. Mom. You can tell by room inspection. She sees the stuff under
the bed.
3. I guess mom is, but only because she has a lot more to do than
dad.
What's the difference between moms and dads?
1. Moms work at work and work at home and dads just go to work
at work.
2. Moms know how to talk to teachers without scaring them.
3. Dads are taller and stronger, but moms have all the real power
'cause that's who you got to ask if you want to sleep over at your
friends.
4. Moms have magic, they make you feel better without medicine.
What does your mom do in her spare time?
1. Mothers don't do spare time.
2. To hear her tell it, she pays bills all day long.
What would it take to make your mom perfect?
1. On the inside she's already perfect. Outside, I think some kind of
plastic surgery.
2. Diet. You know, her hair. I'd diet, maybe blue.
If you could change one thing about your mom, what would it
be?
1. She has this weird thing about me keeping my room clean. I'd
get rid of that.
2. I'd make my mom smarter. Then she would know it was my sister
who did it not me.
3. I would like for her to get rid of those invisible eyes on the back
of her head.

Norfolk County’s award-winning Burning Kiln
Winery and its 2012 Winemaker of the Year, Andrzej
Lipinski, won 1 Gold, 3 Silvers and special recognition
for 5 other wines.
The 2012 Sweet Leaf Riesling took home the gold
medal in its respective category. "We knew when we
tasted the tank samples back in February that we had
something special here," said Mike McArthur,
President and Partner. "Andrzej felt the 2012 vintage
was of such grandeur that it would be interesting to
release two rieslings of different styles."
The Sweet Leaf edition is off-dry with zesty acidity,
citrus, peach and green apple tones from that
exceptional vintage, and was released in June of this
year. It reminds Andrzej Lipinski of a German
Kabinett.
The winery also scored Silver medals for its 2011
Cureman's Chard, 2012 Broken Needle Rose and its
newly released 2012 Harvest Party Red.
Rounding out its impressive list of wines that won
recognition was the 2012 Cab Frank, 2012 Horse &
Boat Riesling, the 2012 Strip Room, the 2012 Stick
Shaker Savagnin and the 2012 Harvest Party White.
"That's 9 awards out of 10 wines submitted,"
beamed Mike McArthur. "We are quite happy with
that batting average!"
The winery has won more than 45 medals in its
short three year existence and has caught the eye of
many wine enthusiasts for its uplifting story of
transformation from its tobacco roots into vineyards,
grapes and wine.
The Burning Kiln story is certainly unique as is the
history of Ontario's newest emerging VQA wine region.
But its ability to consistently deliver wines of
noteworthy quality is a testament to the boutique
company's determination to ensure the wines
themselves tell their story going forward.

WHY GOD MADE MOMS
Answers given by 2nd grade school children to the following
questions:
Why did God make mothers?
1. She's the only one who knows where the scotch tape is.
2. Mostly to clean the house.
3. To help us out of there when we were getting born.
How did God make mothers?
1. He used dirt, just like for the rest of us.
2. Magic plus super powers and a lot of stirring.
3. God made my mom just the same like he made me. He just used

SOME CONSOLATION!

I complained to my wife, “When I look in the mirror
at my reflection, “I see a fat, ugly, bald, toothless,
decrepit old geezer staring back at me. It’s so
depressing. I need a few kind words to cheer me up.”
“Well,” she replied, “at least your eyesight is perfect!”
-31-

Wrapping it up, and Coming Events
Wrapping it up!

COMING EVENTS

We have been known to occasionally make mistakes. As
time goes by, we seem to do that more and more often. We
apologize for all errors and omissions.
Items in this newsletter are often excerpted or adapted from
the local newspapers (Simcoe Reformer, Norfolk Hub, Port
Dover Maple Leaf, Times-Reformer) and other publications,
and we thank them and their writers.
Thank you to all contributors of photos, articles and other
materials, as well as proofreading services – Eddie Chau,
nTwila Cruickshank, Sarah Doktor, nJohn Donaldson,
Joan Doyle, nDon Fort, nVic Gibbons, David Judd,
Michael Allan Marion, Mike McArthur, Donna McMillan,
Jean Mottashed, Daniel R. Pearce, George Pond, Dave
Scott, Lirum Scott, Glen Silverthorn, Monte Sonnenberg,
Julie Swainston, Brad Thompson, nLinda Vancso,
Heather Walters, Dan Winter, nFrances Winter; The
Brantford Espositor, The Norfolk Hub, The Port Dover Maple
Leaf, The Simcoe Reformer, Sports Norfolk, The
Times-Reformer, the QMI Agency, and the worldwide web.
Thank you to nJohn and nCharlotte Donaldson for
stuffing and labelling the envelopes containing the newsletters,
and for distributing a number of them. Thanks also to
Sheelagh McFarlane for stamping and mailing the Vittoria
Booster envelopes.
Anyone who wishes to contribute an article for the next
Vittoria Booster, please contact Roger. All contributed
items welcome, including Letters to the Editor!

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL EVENTS ARE AT THE
VDCC (VITTORIA & DISTRICT COMMUNITY CENTRE)
35 OAKES BLVD.
Thurs. Feb. 6 VITTORIA & DISTRICT FOUNDATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ~ 7:00 pm.
Contact Roger at 519-426-0234.
Sat. Mar. 15 VITTORIA & DISTRICT FOUNDATION
ANNUAL Spaghetti Dinner & Auction. $25
per person. Advance Tickets only. Contact
Ginger at 519-426-0849.
Sat. Apr. 12 VITTORIA LAMPORT SENIORS CLUB BAKE
SALE at the Town Hall ~ Tea Room. 11 am –
1:30 pm. Contact John at 519-426-8583.
Sat. Apr. 19 VITTORIA LIONS CLUB WING DING
(Chicken Wing Dinner & Dance) ~ Contact
Jim at 519-428-0783.
Sun. June 8 VITTORIA BAPTIST CHURCH CEMETERY
DECORATION DAY ~ 3:00 PM. Old Brock
St., Vittoria. Contact Marian at
519-426-0505.
Sun. June 8 CHRIST CHURCH ANGLICAN SPRING
SERVICE ~ 3:00 PM. Lamport Street,
Vittoria, Ontario. Refreshments to follow at
the Town Hall. Contact James at
519-429-9511.
Sat. June 14 GREAT VITTORIA-WIDE YARD SALE ~ All
Around The Village, Starts at 8:00 am. Bake
Sales, Book & Plant Sales, Refreshments
available, Oldtimers Ball Tournament, etc.
Wed. June 18 VITTORIA LIONS CHICKEN BBQ ~ Doors
Open At 5:00 pm. Dinner 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm.
Contact Jim at 519-428-0783.
REGULAR MONTHLY ACTIVITIES
(Some organizations cancel summer and December
meetings. Please check with the Organization)
LAMPORT CLUB EXECUTIVE
2ND THURSDAY – 2 pm (in Town Hall)
LAMPORT CLUB POTLUCK
4TH THURSDAY – 6:30 pm (in Town Hall)
LIONESS CLUB
2ND WEDNESDAY – 7 pm (in VDCC)
LIONS CLUB
1ST and 3RD WEDNESDAYS – 7 pm (in VDCC)
UNITED CHURCH WOMEN
1ST TUESDAY – 7:30 pm (in Sunday School room)
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
2ND WEDNESDAY – 1 pm (in Town Hall)
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
The Vittoria & District Foundation always welcomes new
members. Membership dues are $20 per person per year.
Members do not have to attend any meetings, but they
may, if they wish, volunteer to help out at our fundraising
events (one or two a year). The V&DF is a registered
charity created to provide facilities and programs to
improve the quality of life for residents
in and around Vittoria.
Since it’s inception in 1997, the V&DF and its partners in
the “Magnificent Seven” have raised and contributed
more than $500,000 to a variety of worthwhile
community projects within a 5-mile radius of the village.
To become a member, please contact
nJohn Donaldson at 519-426-8583.

The Vittoria & District Foundation
P.O. Box 45 Vittoria, Ontario N0E 1W0
519-426-0234
godfather@kwic.com

Important Message From
The V&DF Executive
The Executive members of The Vittoria & District
Foundation are all unpaid volunteers, including
Chairman – nGary Cooper
Treasurer – nTwila Cruickshank
Secretary – nRoger Cruickshank
Chair of the Boosters Committee – nTom Haskett
Chair of the Heritage Committee – nDon Fort
Chair of the Membership Committee – nJohn Donaldson
Website Co-ordinator – nMelynda Norman Lee
Conveners and helpers at the Spaghetti Dinner & Auction
are also unpaid volunteers, as are those who assist at the
Ontario Volunteer Service Awards ceremonies.
Their workloads vary, but some work hundreds of hours
each year to keep the Foundation moving forward.
We have three simple requests that all members can help
with, to simplify the work for these volunteers.
1.

One way is to fill out and return your own membership
application forms, including whether or not an Income Tax
receipt is needed. This has to be done for the ‘paper trail’
required. Thankfully, a great many members already do
this. Receipts for membership will be provided only if
requested.

2.

The Auditors have also suggested that we ask all
members to renew by cheque, rather than cash, if
possible. This too, will provide that easy-to-follow ‘paper
trail’ the Auditors need.

3.

When contributing one or more items to our Auction,
please complete the Auction Contribution form giving a
realistic estimated value for each item and tell us whether
or not you need a receipt, and whose name and address
goes on it. Many contributors did that last year and it was
really very helpful.
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