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Milestone Anniversaries Celebrated
60 Plus Club
nJoanne and nKen Smith 62nd on August 9
nLenore and nRoss Broughton 64th on October 10
nShirley and nJohn Luke 63rd on November 10
nMyrtle and nDoug Smith 68th on December 27

In Memoriam
nMarie-Jose Maenhaut, æ 92, on July 29
nRuth Chadwick, æ 90, on July 31
Stephen Gordon Kerry, æ 34, on August 20
Paul William Burke, æ 78, on September 10
Herbert Georg Friedrich, æ 76, on September 13
Robert Daniel “Bob” Woolley, æ 73, on September 17
Margaret (Reski) Bergmannshoff, æ 91, on September 29
M. Jean (Burk) May, æ 83, on October 11
Stephen Mark Shaw, æ 63, on October 14
Mary Gloria (Cornell) Sundstrom, æ 71, on October 16
Theresa Anne (Scott) Gallagher, æ 53, on October 31
Leona Margaret Oakes, æ 82, on November 9
Christina Rose Lott, æ 61, on November 10
nIrene (Irish) McKiee, æ 85, on November 11
Garnet Marshall Wilson, æ 73, on November 16
Julia Florence (Currie) Sakatch, æ 92, on November 22
nArnold Vincent Haskett, æ 86, on November 26
nRuth (Gundry) Martin, æ 84, on December 12
Eleanor Gertrude (Cruise) Smith, æ 94, on December 14
Roger Lee Carpenter, æ 54, on December 24
Madeleine Masschaele, æ 85, on December 25

Milestone Birthdays Celebrated
nCliff Whitehead 85 on July 5
nDonna Schram 80 on July 16
nRoger Cruickshank 80 on July 18
nFred Ludwig 75 on July 18
nEleanor Bahula 75 on July 28
nRodney Smith 85 on September 24
nJean Karges 75 on October 5
nJoanne Smith 80 on November 5
Geraldine Shaw 85 on November 24
nFrances Smith 85 on November 25
Richard Assel 75 on November 25
Lois Cronmiller 85 on December 1
nWalter Cole 75 on December 1
nJoan Stewart 85 on December 8
Frances Woolley 95 on December 16
nMarion Sherman 85 on December 20
nNadine Ferris 80 on December 26
nJohn Clayton 80 on December 27
nFrances Voigt 85 on December 29

Milestone Anniversaries Celebrated
nLinda and nJohn Hofgraff 50th on July 11
nFrances and nStan Voigt 65th on July 16
nTwila and nRoger Cruickshank 60th on July 17
nRosemarie and nMonte Smith 50th on August 1
Rhonda and Jack Smith 45th on August 16
nMarie and Irwin Wippel 55th on September 4
Faye and Harold Jarvis 65th on September 10
nSandra and nHerman Kunkel 50th on September 19
Sandra and Nick Van Groningen 55th on October 3
nJackie and nDoug Chadwick 55th on October 10
nCecilia and nLawrence DePoorter 60th on October 23

90 Plus Club
nNorah Moore 94 on August 2
nMarion Lockhart 102 August 4
Irene Hayward 92 on August 27
nGladys Howe 93 on September 9
nViolet Monroe 92 on November 17
nTillie Wright 92 on December 6

V&DF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 5, 2015
AT 7:00 PM AT THE VDCC
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2014 Scholarship Winner - Erika Aelterman
Erika Aelterman receives the
V&DF’s 2014 scholarship

charging stations for electric cars, thus promoting the
eco-friendly switch from gasoline-powered vehicles to
electric. As I observed the city, I began to wonder if
Ontario could even fathom the level of eco-transit that
currently exists in the Netherlands.”
Erika remarks, “before my trip to the Netherlands, I
had been planning on saving up for a used car, but I
have since decided that cycling is really the way to go.
My enlightened outlook on eco-friendly travel has not
only helped me save a few bucks while simultaneously
cutting down my carbon footprint, it has also helped
me think of ways to use my future university degree in
the real world.”
Erika credits her extensive travel experiences with
making her more social, confident, adventurous,
adaptable, less materialistic and ultimately happier.
She notes that she travels to learn and discover that
this has ignited a passion in her that she never saw
coming. Erika quotes Mark Twain, “Twenty years from
now you will be more disappointed by the things that
you didn’t do than by the ones you did do. So throw off
the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbour. Catch
the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream.
Discover.”
The Vittoria and District Foundation Inc. is proud
to be able to recognize Erika’s achievements and
contributions to her school and community thus far.
We wish her every success in her future endeavours.
Congratulations Erika!

Erika Aelterman, a resident of the Vittoria District
and a graduate of Holy Trinity Catholic High School is
this year’s recipient of the Vittoria & District
Foundation’s annual scholarship for $2,500.
This scholarship was initiated in 1997 by the
Heritage Committee of The Vittoria & District
Foundation Inc. to recognize scholastic and
extra-curricular achievement and to provide financial
assistance to students of Vittoria and district in their
pursuit of post-secondary education. The selection
committee, consisting of nRaymond Danley, nDon
Fort and nLinda Vancso, evaluated the applications
submitted.
Chairman of the scholarship committee, Don Fort
noted of the several submissions received for the
award this year, based on the students’ written
application, essay, transcripts, references and
interview, all applicants in the competition were
individually outstanding. These students are to be
commended for having accomplished remarkable goals
and are a credit to their families, schools and
community.
Erika is enrolled in the Honours Environment &
Resource Studies program at the University of
Waterloo this September.
Erika’s Principal, Kathleen Evans of Holy Trinity
Catholic High School notes that Erika is an excellent
student, achieving Academic awards throughout her
four years and an Ontario Scholar Award at
graduation. Ms. Evans stated, “Erika has been
involved in numerous volunteer activities both in our
school and in the community. Her involvement in the
community includes over 100 hours of volunteering for
Relay for Life, RE/MAX Yard Sale for the Cure and
various Service Clubs in the area. She has been a
tremendous assistance on various school committees
and an active member of the Girls Rugby Team”.
In her essay entitled “A Voyage That Never Ends”,
Erika notes that: “I have always been extremely
passionate about the environment and it is my goal to
make a positive difference in the world with my degree.
I would have to say that my strong environmental
inclination ultimately stems from my love of travel.
With each country I visit, I learn about culture, pick
up on the language, and always try to live as the locals
do.
“Observing the world around me has helped me
choose my future goals, put my degree into
perspective, and made an influence on many of my
decisions”. She goes on to say “On a recent trip to
Europe I spent a few days in Rotterdam and was
pleasantly surprised with the prevailing ‘green’ lifestyle
in the city. Electric trams and bicycles are the most
common forms of transport with cyclists accounting
for about 75% of the voyageurs. All streets are lined
with bike paths and many of them are also lined with

Linda Vancso, left, and Don Fort, right, present
Erika Aelterman with a certificate of achievement
as well as $2500 for being the 2014 winner of
The Vittoria & District Foundation Inc. Scholarship.
John gingerly walked up to the sales lady
in the clothing store.
“I would like to buy my wife a pretty
pink scarf,” he said.
“How cute” exclaimed the sales lady, “sounds
like it’s going to be a great surprise.”
“It sure is” said John “she’s expecting
a new car!”
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Erika’s Essay
A Voyage That Never Ends

me think of ways to use my future university degree in
the real world.
While travel has helped me put my future goals in
perspective, it has also helped me grow immensely as
a person. Wherever I go, I expect to learn about
cultural attitudes, food, history, art, and language, but
I am always surprised at how much I end up learning
about myself. Coming from a small rural county, I
sometimes felt like I would never amount to anything
great. Travel helped me realize that the world is full of
endless possibilities and that I can do anything I put
my mind to. I never believed I could handle staying in
a hostel, but I did just that in the city of Munich,
Germany. Travelling solo used to intimidate me but
now I prefer it because I can spend my time the way I
desire. I was extremely nervous about going through
the Amsterdam airport on my own but it really wasn’t
that bad! As I continue to push the limits of myself, I
find that I am stronger than I previously believed. This
has made me more confident, bold, and independent.
Now I actually enjoy stepping out of my comfort zone
and navigating through foreign lands on my own! If I
had never stepped out of Ontario, I wouldn’t have
known that I was capable of such great things.
My travelling experiences have made me more
social, confident, adventurous, adaptable, less
materialistic, and ultimately, happier. Travel is a big
part of who I am and I hope to continue on such
adventures all throughout my life. The experiences I
have gained while travelling have helped me think
about my education in new ways, aided in deciding on
my future goals, and have influenced many of my
decisions. Some people see travel as a gimmicky
vacation meant for laying out on the beach and staying
in a five star resort with an open bar. While this can be
fun, I prefer to see the world through the eyes of the
locals. I have learned to avoid tourist attractions and
gift shops all together. The lessons I’ve learned and the
memories I’ve made can’t be bought in a gift shop. I
am extremely grateful for these experiences at such a
young age because they have opened my eyes to the
world. Before I consider myself a tourist, I am a
student. I travel to learn and discover and it has
ignited a passion in me that I never saw coming. In the
words of Mark Twain, “Twenty years from now you will
be more disappointed by the things that you didn’t do
than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines.
Sail away from the safe harbour. Catch the trade
winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.”

An Essay submitted by Erika Aelterman

“One’s destination is never a place, but a new way
of seeing things” – Henry Miller.
Starting this September, I will be attending the
University of Waterloo for Environment and Resource
Studies. I have always been extremely passionate
about the environment and it is my goal to make a
positive difference in the world with my degree. I would
have to say that my strong environmental inclination
ultimately stems from my love of travel. By the age of
17, I have travelled to France, the Netherlands,
Germany, Haiti, Mexico, all over the U.S and Canada.
With each country I visit, I learn about culture, pick
up on language, and I always try to live as the locals
do. Observing the world around me has helped me
choose my future goals, put my degree into
perspective, and made an influence on many of my
decisions.
I was bitten by the travel bug during the eighth
grade and it has been an integral part of my life ever
since. It’s interesting to learn about far off places in
the media but it’s a whole different thing when I see
these countries with my own eyes. Everything seems
more beautiful and intense when you’re experiencing it
yourself. Travelling has helped me gain freedom from
bigotry, prejudice, and superstition. Coming from a
small town, it’s easy to get caught up in stereotypes
and prejudice. Travelling has helped me realize that
although cultural identities may separate people, we
are all fundamentally the same. While in Germany, I
had the chance to visit Dachau Concentration Camp
and I found it to be a very humbling experience. I
realized all the things that I take for granted back
home and found a new appreciation for everything in
my life. I once came across a quote that went
something like “I’ve travelled the world just to realize
the beauty of home”. This quote definitely rings true in
my experience. No matter where I go, there is really no
place like home.
On a recent trip to Europe I spent a few days in
Rotterdam and was pleasantly surprised with the
prevailing ‘green’ lifestyle in the city. Electric trams
and bicycles are the most common forms of transport
with cyclists counting for about 75% of city voyageurs.
All streets are lined with bike paths and many of them
are also lined with charging stations for electric cars,
thus promoting the eco-friendly switch from
gasoline-powered vehicles to electric. As I observed the
city, I began to wonder if Ontario could even fathom
the level of eco-transit that currently exists in the
Netherlands. If I were to find a job in city planning, I
would model city transit plans after Rotterdam and
Amsterdam. Before my trip to the Netherlands, I had
been planning on saving up for a used car but I have
since decided that cycling is really the way to go. My
enlightened outlook on eco-friendly travel has not only
helped me save a few bucks while simultaneously,
cutting down my carbon footprint, it has also helped

BATHROOM SUPPLIES
A man has six items in his bathroom:
toothbrush and toothpaste, shaving cream,
razor, a bar of soap, and a towel The average
number of items in the typical woman’s
bathroom is 337. A man would not be able to
identify more than 20 of these items.
-3-

Turkey Point remembers Tom Millar; and Phyllis Buchner
Property Owners Association, Tom was a bulwark in
his community on a host of issues. He also brought
his crime-busting expertise to bear as a long-time
director of the local Crime Stoppers program.
“We wanted to acknowledge his service to Crime
Stoppers and to the community in general,” Neil
Unwin, chair of the local Crime Stoppers chapter, said
at Monday’s event.
During their many years of service in Turkey Point,
Tom and Muriel Millar worked together as a team.
Accompanying Muriel at the dedication was her
daughter Gwen and her husband Alan MacMillan, of
Brantford. Rounding out the event was Crime Stoppers
treasurer Barbara Howden.
After Tom’s passing, Muriel moved to Brantford to
be closer to her family. The Millar property on Old
Club House Road remains for sale.
Muriel stays in shape with exercise classes. She
was surprised and pleased that these classes
re-connected her with a friend from grade school that
she had lost contact with. Marie Gloyn (nee Mitchell)
and Muriel attended S.S. No. 6 in Onondaga Township
and Brantford Collegiate Institute at the same time.
Today, they enjoy many pleasant hours keeping each
other company.

Crime Stoppers of Haldimand, Norfolk & Tillsonburg
dedicated a park bench Monday in memory of Tom Millar,
the “Mayor of Turkey Point” who died last year. On hand
for the event, in back, were Neil Unwin, chair of the local
Crime Stoppers chapter, Crime Stoppers treasurer
Barbara Howden and Millar’s son-in-law Alan MacMillan.
Seated in front are Millar’s daughter Gwen MacMillan, left,
and Millar’s widow and wife of 67 years Muriel.

Phyllis Buchner President of
National UCW

Crime Stoppers dedicate Park
bench honouring Tom Millar

- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

A Norfolk woman will lead a dialogue on child
poverty now that she has been installed as president of
the National United Church Women.
Phyllis Buchner has served in recent years as a lay
worship leader at St. Andrew’s United Church in
Vittoria and St. James United Church in Simcoe.
The 35,000-member NUCW chose Phyllis as its

Friends and family gathered for a photo at a new
park bench in Turkey Point.
Two people sat on either end while three stood in
back. In the middle was a space for the late nTom
Millar, the “Mayor of Turkey Point” who died last year
at age 86.
In his place was a brass plaque that says “In
memory of Tom Millar for his support of Crime
Stoppers and his commitment to community safety.”
The inscription is signed “Crime Stoppers of
Haldimand, Norfolk & Tillsonburg.”
The bench is located behind the community policing
trailer on Tom Millar Lane. It is the latest accolade for
a man who was arguably the ultimate civilian “crime
stopper” in Norfolk County.
Tom and a handful of like-minded neighbours
introduced the concept of community policing to
Norfolk in the 1980s following a rash of winter-time
break-ins in Turkey Point. They solved the problem
with civilian patrols. In so doing, they laid the
groundwork for the Charlotteville Community Policing
Committee.
“We had a bunch of break-ins and that was when it
started,” Tom’s widow nMuriel said at the recent
dedication. “That’s when they got the night patrols
going. Then the OPP got involved. It made a great
difference.”
As the long-time president of the Turkey Point

Phyllis Buchner will serve the next two years as president of
the 35,000-member United Church Women of Canada.
-4-

Red Kelly Stamp
Red Kelly Postage Stamp

president-elect at its annual general meeting in
Mississauga in 2013. She took over from past
president Beverly Green at the 2014 annual
conference in September, also held in Mississauga. At
the time of her election, Phyllis was president of
NUCW’s Hamilton Conference.
Phyllis takes over at a critical time in NUCW
history. The group has taken on a five-year project to
alleviate child poverty in Canada. The first step is to
raise awareness of the problem. The second is to
devise and implement a concrete plan for addressing
it.
“Canadians need to know that child poverty exists,”
Phyllis said Monday. “It exists within our own
communities, towns and counties. It isn’t just a city
concern. We’d like to raise the fact that it’s a human
rights issue. The issues of affordable housing and food
banks need to be uplifted as well.
“Once the awareness is there, we can put a plan in
place. This is huge, and it takes us out of our comfort
zone.”
The former Phyllis Ball was born in Tillsonburg and
grew up on a farm in Clear Creek. She is a graduate of
Glendale High School in Tillsonburg.
Phyllis worked in insurance and performed clerical
work for industrial companies before taking a
three-year course at the Five Oaks Retreat Centre in
Brantford. This qualified her as a lay worship leader
within the United Church.
Phyllis didn’t set out to assume a leadership role
within the church. Rather, it was a gradual process
that revealed itself over time.
“It was something I was drawn to,” she said. “It was
something I thought I would try. It was a kind of
evolution. One thing led to another. I actually
shouldn’t be doing this. I’m actually a bit of an
introvert.”
Phyllis will discharge most of her responsibilities
through email and video-conferencing. In her role as
president, she plans to attend annual meetings of the
13 conferences across Canada that comprise the
NUCW. In September, she was a guest at the annual
general meeting of the Toronto Conference.
Hazel Andrews of Simcoe, president of the St.
James United Church Women, says it is a feather in
Norfolk’s cap to have a local woman serve as president
of such an important organization. Hazel wishes her
well with her new responsibilities.
“It’s an honour to have one of our local
representatives in that role,” Hazel said. “All across
Canada there are UCW groups and she has been
selected to be the leader of them all for the next two
years. We’re very proud of her.”

- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer

Norfolk County native and hockey legend Red Kelly
has yet another feather in his cap: his image is on a
Canadian postage stamp.
Unveiled at the Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto
recently, the stamp shows Red in a Detroit Red Wing
uniform wearing his Number 4 with stick in hand
hockey card style.
Kelly is part of the Original Six Defencemen series
collectors stamps that was announced at a media
conference at the hall.
Simcoe is immortalized in the series, which
includes something called an Official First Day Cover.
It is an envelope with an image of the old Detroit’s
Olympia Stadium on the front with the Red Kelly
stamp in the corner. The stamp is “cancelled” with a
“Simcoe” post office marking.
“This is a great honour,” Red, 87, told the Reformer
in a telephone interview from his Toronto home before
heading out to the ceremony. “You dream growing up
as a boy of playing in the NHL. You get in the NHL,
you play in the NHL, you end up winning the Stanley
Cup. Fortunately, I had that dream.
“But never in my wildest dreams did I think they
would put me on a postage stamp.”
Actually, it’s not the first time Red has been on a
Canadian postage stamp. In 2002, he was part of an
NHL all-star stamp series and was featured in a
Toronto Maple Leafs jersey.
Red, who played in the NHL in the 1950s and 1960s
with Detroit and then Toronto, is in rarefied company.
The Thursday includes a defenceman from each of the
Original Six NHL teams: Bobby Orr of the Boston
Bruins; Doug Harvey of the Montreal Canadiens; Tim
Horton of the Toronto Maple Leafs; Harry Howell of the
New York Rangers, and Pierre Pilote of the Chicago
Blackhawks.
The stamp is another high water mark on a long
career of achievements for Red that continued long
after he retired from playing hockey.
He is a member of the Hockey Hall of Fame and is
considered to be one of
the best players to have
ever laced up skates.
Red Kelly excelled
first as a defenceman
(winning the first Norris
Trophy in 1952) and
then as a centre with
the Maple Leafs. He won
four Lady Byng trophies
for the league’s most
gentlemanly player and
eight Stanley Cups —
four in Detroit, four in
Toronto.
After retiring as a

Have you noticed? Anyone driving faster than you
is an idiot, and anyone driving slower than you is
a moron – George Carlin
-5-

Jamaica Honours Gary Cooper
player, he coached the Los Angeles Kings, Pittsburgh
Penguins, and the Maple Leafs.
He was a Member of Parliament in the 1960s, had a
career as a successful businessman, and was awarded
the Order of Canada.
Through all this, Red has never forgotten his roots.
He grew up on a farm between Simcoe and Port Dover
and still farms in the area with his brother Joe.
“I worked on the farm in summers the first 10 years
I played” in the NHL, Red noted, adding that ginseng is
now growing where tobacco used to be planted.
Today, his life remains active. “I’m busy taking care
of my affairs,” he said.
At the unveiling, Red took in another honour
surrounded by family and media.

Gary Cooper receives high
honour in Jamaica

Walsh-area berry grower Gary Cooper traveled to Jamaica
recently to receive a civilian honour from that country’s
Governor-General. Gary, centre, displays the letter from
Jamaican Prime Minister Portia Miller notifying him of the
award. At left is employee Joel Wright while at right is
employee Raphael McGibbon, both of Jamaica.

- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

nGary Cooper is possibly the most celebrated
strawberry farmer in the entire Caribbean.
Gary – owner of the Strawberry Tyme berry
operation near Walsh – received the Badge of Honour
for Meritorious Service at a ceremony in Jamaica on
October 20.
The Badge of Honour is the Jamaican equivalent of
the Order of Canada. Jamaican Prime Minister Portia
Simpson Miller nominated Gary for the award for his
“sterling contribution to Jamaica through the
employment of thousands of Jamaicans in the Farm
Work Program in Canada for over three decades.”
“Please accept my warm personal congratulations
on your well-deserved honour,” Prime Minister Miller
said in a letter to Gary in August.
Gary has been a key player in Ontario’s offshore
labourer program from its inception until the present.
An employer of offshore workers since 1974, Gary
served many years on the executive of Foreign
Agricultural Resource Management Services (FARMS).
He was president of FARMS from 1995 to 2006.
During his years on the FARMS executive, Gary
came to know Ms. Miller personally when she was
Jamaica’s minister of labour. He was pleasantly
surprised when word of the honour arrived in the mail.
“This was unexpected,” Gary said. “I’d been retired
from the FARMS board for some time. I’ve been out of
the loop for nine years.”
As president of FARMS, Gary negotiated labour
agreements with the governments of Caribbean
nations and Mexico. He continues to employ a large
contingent of offshore workers on his farm. Strawberry
Tyme Farms produces strawberries, raspberries and
strawberry cultivars on 900 acres. Gary’s workforce
this year came to nearly 150, mostly from Jamaica.
With so many Jamaicans on the payroll, Gary is
now a bit of a celebrity in his own backyard. Long-time
employee Joel Wright, of Trelanny, Jamaica, says it’s

good to know he’s working for one of the best.
“It’s a big deal,” Wright said. “The Badge shows a lot
of respect and honour for the person. This farm has
been in business since 1972 when the program began.
It’s a great place to work and he is a good boss.”
Jamaica was once an English colony. Like Canada,
it follows British protocols when it comes to state
honours.
October 20 was Hero’s Day in Jamaica. The
country’s Governor-General Sir Patrick Allen presided
over Monday’s event, which lasted three hours. There
was an honour guard, a parade of soldiers and a
military band.
Nearly 100 individuals were recognized. Among
them were doctors, artists, and business leaders. Gary
Cooper was one of two non-Jamaicans in the spotlight.
Canada’s offshore labour program is vital to the
economies of participating countries. Many workers
have put their children through college and university
with money earned in southern Ontario. Many
participants learn how to farm in Ontario and then
invest their earnings in small acreages back home.
FARMS is equally important to the economy of the
local communities it serves. Not only do offshore
workers fuel local commerce, they make the
agricultural diversity of places like Norfolk possible.
“If we didn’t have the type of labour we get from this
program – reliable, willing to work and with a positive
attitude – the majority of our fruits and vegetables
would come from somewhere else, namely Mexico,”
Gary said. “If it wasn’t for this program, Norfolk would
be nothing but corn and soybeans. It only takes one
man to run a combine.”
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Burning Kiln wins Award; and Strip Room 2013
Burning Kiln Winery wins 2014
Lieutenant Governor’s Award!
- adapted from a Burning Kiln press release

Burning Kiln Winery is proud to announce that we
are the recipient of the 2014 Lieutenant Governor’s
Award for Excellence in Ontario Wines for our 2012
Cab Frank wine! Cab Frank (which is 100% Cabernet
Franc) was named after our partner and vineyard
manager, Frank Deleebeeck, whose tireless devotion to
health and quality has been a big part of our success.
This win represents a first for Ontario’s South Coast
Wineries and Growers Association of which Burning
Kiln Winery is a proud member.
The Association is striving to become Ontario and
Canada’s next DVA.
The Hon. David C. Onley established the Lieutenant
Governor’s Award for Excellence in Ontario Wines in
2011 which program promotes VQA Ontario wines – all
made from 100% Ontario-grown and processed grapes.
In this unique competition, all wines compete against
each other regardless of vintage or varietal. The
awards are administered by the Office of the
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario in partnership with the
Canadian Food and Wine Institute at Niagara College,
with the support of the Grape Growers of Ontario, the
Wine Council of Ontario, and the Winery and Grower
Alliance of Ontario.
The wines are judged by some of Ontario’s best
adjudicators, sommeliers, and wine experts.
Burning Kiln Winery is thankful for the
commitment of our entire ownership team, staff,
management and particularly our winemaker, Andrzej
Lipinski, and assistant winemaker, Patti Fixter. This
award gives the winery team a great sense of
satisfaction for our ongoing and collective efforts and
commitment to quality wine for our customers near
and far. We are looking forward to sharing our
recognition and successes throughout our summer
with our great collection of wines and hospitality.
Burning Kiln Winery was formally recognized by the
Lieutenant Governor in a ceremony at Queen’s Park on
July 9th. Cab Frank has been granted the privilege of
carrying the official heraldic badge of the award.
Burning Kiln Winery is located at 1709 Front Road,
St. Williams and is open daily at 11 am seven days a
week. All wines, including Cab Frank, can also be
purchased online at www.burningkilnwinery.ca.

Burning Kiln Winery's Strip Room 2013 has been chosen
as the official red wine at Queen's Park for the second year
running. On hand for the announcement were, from left,
Mike McArthur, president of Burning Kiln Winery, winemaker
Patti Fixter; Bill George, chair of the Grape Growers of
Ontario; Debbie Zimmerman, CEO of Grape Growers of
Ontario; and Karen Matthews, director of winery operations
for Burning Kiln.
official functions, including functions hosted by the
premier.
“It’s a very prestigious award,” said Debbie
Zimmerman, CEO of the Grape Growers of Ontario,
which organized the contest.
Winners usually see a significant bump in sales,
said Zimmerman. Orders for the label will come to the
winery to stock up the dining room. MPPs will buy the
wine as gifts or use at their own functions. And a
special label now goes on the Strip Room bottles,
giving it added attraction on store shelves.
Burning Kiln, which is just north of Turkey Point,
opened in 2010. This is the second time in three years
it has won the award.
The Grape Growers of Ontario organize a tasting
session with all MPPs and give them samples from six
wineries offering both red and white labels.
The MPPs then vote by ballot on their favourite red
and white.
“This win is important to us as a boutique winery
and an emerging wine area,” said Karen Matthews,
director of winery operations for Burning Kiln.
“It helps raise the profile of the area. It’s another
talking point to talk about Norfolk County.”
Karen said winery officials went to Queen’s Park for
the tasting session armed with Norfolk County
cookbooks and talked up the richness of Norfolk’s
agricultural sector to MPPs.
The win will increase business for Burning Kiln,
said Karen. “Every time we win an award you can see
the direct impact. People are coming in to buy that
wine. This will hopefully have some impact.”
Wineries in the South Coast region have applied to
the government for a designated viticulture area title,
something that will help boost both wine sales and
tourism.

Burning Kiln Winery’s Strip
Room 2013 chosen as official
red wine at Queen’s Park
- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer, with files from Monte Sonnenberg

SIMCOE - The Burning Kiln Winery has once again
been named as the official red wine for Queen’s Park.
That means its Strip Room 2013 will be served in
the legislature’s dining room and will be offered at
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Mayor Charlie Luke
Having a winery that is named twice as the official
red wine at Queen’s Park will help all wineries in the
area, said Karen.
Burning Kiln was also surprised and pleased to
learn this week that one of its brands – Harvest Party
Red – will be featured at a high-profile cooking
competition Nov. 17 in Ottawa.
The Gold Medal Plates is one of 10 qualifying events
across Canada in the run-up to the National Culinary
Championships in Kelowna, B.C., in February. One of
the competing chefs – Pierre Lortie of La Baccara at
the Casino de Lac-Lemay in Quebec – has specifically
asked to have his cooking paired with Harvest Party
Red.
“We were surprised to receive a call from the wine
co-ordinator for the event informing us that Chef
Lortie had requested our wines to pair with his
culinary creations,” Karen said in a news release. “We
were thrilled that he loved the way the wine paired
beautifully with his trial runs for the event. The entire
team at Burning Kiln Winery wishes Chef Lortie the
best of luck in this prestigious competition.”

Charlie Luke elected Mayor of
Norfolk County
- adapted from an article by Donna McMillan in the Port Dover
Maple Leaf

Mayor-elect nCharlie Luke began his new role at
the helm of Norfolk County on December 2, the date of
the inaugural meeting of the recently elected Council.
And, he is looking forward to spending his first six
months visiting with all area businesses, making
himself available to the public and working with
Council and staff as a team on the many challenges
that face them in 2015, including everything from
Silver Lake to Port Dover Main Street renewal to
Hastings Drive at Long Point.
After graduating from Walsh Public School, he
started high school at Port Dover Composite School in
1967, attending for five years to the end of grade 13.
“It was a great school with great staff. They were
very welcoming to the Luke brothers as we were
known,” Charlie told the Maple Leaf.
He was one of six boys, growing up on a small farm
where there were lots of outside and inside chores. “My
Mom ensured we could bake, do dishes, set the table
and knit,” he said, noting that he was better at
crocheting because you “could have a loose stitch and
get away with it.”
As soon as Charlie started at PDCS, he was invited
to try out for the Port Dover Junior Sailors, which he
played with for five years. “It was a great organization
and I was very lucky to be a 15-year-old, starting to
play with 20-year-olds,” he said. He then went on to
play five years of Intermediate hockey with the Port
Dover Lakers, which was sponsored by the Erie Beach
Hotel. “We won the All Ontario Championship in
1975,” he added.

Following high school, Charlie spent twelve years
working in industry, starting with Hagersville’s
Livingston Industries, then 18 months in the
Accounting Office at Nanticoke’s Texaco (now Imperial
Oil) and eight years in an Accounting position at Stelco
(Lake Erie Works).
While working full-time, he spent five years hitting
the books to earn his Bachelor of Arts degree
part-time, culminating in his enrollment in Brock
University’s Teacher Education program in 1984. His
first teaching position, as a 31-year-old, was a class of
36 grade six students at Port Rowan Public. He then
went to Doverwood Public in Port Dover for nine years.
He became a Principal in 1999 and worked at a
number of schools, including Doverwood, until his
retirement after 30 years with the Grand Erie School
Board and its local predecessor, the Norfolk Board of
Education. He finished at Waterford Public School. “I
got paid to have fun with kids,” he said. “It was a great
job. I was very fortunate to have the opportunity to
pursue and do what I wanted to do”.
In 1973, four Luke brothers, including Charlie,
opened a sports store in Port Dover. “We did okay, but
we could do better at the (Nanticoke) Industrial Park,”
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Dennis Travale Leaves Politics; Rob Blake in Hall of Fame
he said. “The big money lured us.” They closed the
store in 1977.
Charlie, who has been married to nDiane for 42
years, is the father of three daughters and the
grandfather of five grandchildren ranging in age from
12 down to 6 months. One grandson tragically died at
the age of three. “We love having grandkids,” Charlie
said. “They are good, healthy kids.” He and Diane
spend time with them walking parts of the Lynn Valley
Trail, enjoying the family cottage at Normandale,
watching the kids play hockey, ball and basketball (the
three oldest) and jamming on the guitar.
Charlie took piano to grade 8, but hockey
eventually took precedence. “I like music. I sang in the
church choir. I like to play keyboard and sing. I can
play guitar too,” he said, noting he and two brothers
used to enjoy sitting around the kitchen table to sing
and play Beatles and Mamas and Papas songs.
Nowadays, Charlie likes to play golf a couple of
times a week during the season. “I’m not a good golfer,
but I enjoy the exercise and the social. I’m a 6 a.m.
golfer. You won’t see me out there at two in the
afternoon,” he added.
Charlie has served as a Simcoe and Norfolk County
Councillor for 34 years.
Thank you from the V&DF for your years of service,
Charlie, and the respectful and gentlemanly way you
conducted your campaign!
Dennis and his wife nBarbara want to relax a bit
before checking out new and exciting opportunities.
The V&DF thanks you for your years of service,
Dennis, and the respectful and gentlemanly way you
too conducted your campaign!

Dennis Travale considering
new opportunities
nDennis Travale served as Mayor of Norfolk County
for 8 years, from 2006 to 2014. He feels his legacy as
mayor will be one of responsible leadership.
A former member of the RCAF, Dennis was
decorated three times by Canada for military and
community service. He has been a member of the
Royal Canadian Legion for more than 25 years.
After leaving the military, he was employed by the
Federal government, as an executive in numerous key
departments. He co-authored the first comprehensive
government security policy.
He is a successful, private local business owner and
management/security consultant.
As a Community volunteer, he served on the Town
of Simcoe’s Economic Development Advisory
Committee, the Simcoe & District Chamber of
Commerce; the Haldimand-Norfolk Housing
Corporation and Kinvilla Housing Corporation.
He has also served on the Norfolk General Hospital
Board of Directors; Norfolk Police Services Board; Long
Point Region Conservation Authority; Norfolk Power;
the Sand Plains Community Development Fund; and
the South Central Ontario Region (SCOR).
As a member of the Simcoe Kinsmen Club, Dennis
was instrumental in the building of the Dave Russell
Memorial Play Park and the accessible Kinsmen
Splash Pad.

Hockey Hall of Fame welcomes
Rob Blake
-adapted from an article in the Official Site of the Hockey Hall of
Fame

Pat Quinn, Chairman of the Hockey Hall of Fame
and John Davidson, Chairman of the Hockey Hall of
Fame’s Selection Committee, announced in June that
four individuals have been elected to the Hockey Hall
of Fame in the Player Category. In addition one
individual was elected in the Builder Category and one
in the Referee or Linesman category. The vote took
place at the annual meeting of the Selection
Committee in Toronto.
“The Hockey Hall of Fame is proud to welcome these
six hockey legends as Honoured Members,” said John
Davidson. “Their contributions to the game of hockey
are well documented and their election to the Hockey
Hall of Fame is richly deserved.”
Born December 10, 1969 in Simcoe, Ontario, Rob
Blake was starring in his freshman year at Bowling
Green State University in the Central Collegiate
Hockey Association (CCHA) when he was drafted 70th
overall by the Los Angeles Kings in the 1988 NHL
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Rob Blake’s Jersey to be Retired by L.A. Kings
spend his final two seasons with the Sharks and went
on to wear the ‘C’ there, too. Rob Blake also
participated in significant international action. He was
a member of Team Canada in three consecutive Winter
Olympics (1998, 2002 and 2006), winning Olympic
gold in 2002 and earning top defenceman honours in
1998. He represented Canada at the World
Championship on five occasions, taking home the gold
medal in 1994 and 1997, and silver in 1991. He also
added a silver medal at the World Cup tournament of
1996.
By virtue of winning the Stanley Cup championship
and gold medals at the World Championship and
Olympic Winter Games, Rob Blake became the
eleventh member of the prestigious Triple Gold Club.
On June 18, 2010, Rob Blake announced his
retirement. Through nineteen NHL seasons, Rob
played 1,270 regular season contests, scoring 240
goals and 537 assists for 777 points, adding 1,679
penalty minutes. In 146 playoff games, he added 26
goals and 47 assists for 73 points. He also served 166
minutes in penalties.

Entry Draft. Rob played
three seasons with
Bowling Green, earning
CCHA and NCAA West
First All-Star Team
honours in 1990 as well
as the award for Best
Offensive Defenceman
in the CCHA.
Rob played in three
Olympic Winter Games
for Canada, where he
was named Best
Defenceman in 1998
and won gold in 2002.
He turned
professional with the
Kings late in the
1989-90 season, joining
an L.A. team that
featured Wayne
Gretzky. An offensive
defenceman who was equally adept in his own end,
Rob cherished the opportunity to join the rush when
Gretzky had the puck, and in his first year he had 12
goals and 46 points from the back end. In his rookie
season in 1990-91, Rob was named to the NHL’s
All-Rookie Team.
In his third season (1992-93), Rob played a key role
in helping lead Los Angeles to the Stanley Cup final,
although they were defeated by the Montreal
Canadiens. The following season, he enjoyed a
career-best 48 assists and 68 points. In 1995-96, Rob
suffered an injury that restricted him to but six games.
That same season, team captain Wayne Gretzky was
traded to the St. Louis Blues, and Rob Blake was
named captain; the Kings’ eleventh in franchise
history. Rob served as captain from 1996-97 to
2000-01. In 1997-98, he was awarded the Norris
Trophy as the NHL’s top defenceman. After eleven
seasons in L.A., the Kings traded Rob to the Colorado
Avalanche in February 2001.
Rob was a member of Stanley Cup championship
team with the Colorado Avalanche in 2001. In his first
season in Colorado, Rob helped lead the Avalanche to
the Stanley Cup championship; the first in team
history. In 23 post-season games, Rob recorded an
impressive 19 points, while providing a stable and
physical defensive presence.
Rob appeared in the NHL All-Star game on seven
occasions: 1994, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003 and
2004.
His stay in Colorado lasted four seasons. During
the summer of 2006, he re-joined the Los Angeles
Kings as a free agent. He was once again named
captain prior to the start of the 2007-08 season. His
second tenure in Los Angeles would be short-lived,
however. In summer of 2008, once again a free agent,
Rob signed on to join the San Jose Sharks. Rob would

Kings To Retire Rob Blake’s
No. 4 Jersey
-adapted from an article in the Official Site of the Los Angeles Kings

Former Los Angeles Kings captain/defenceman and
current club executive Rob Blake will have his No. 4
jersey retired by the Kings as part of a special pregame
ceremony at STAPLES Center on Saturday, January
17, prior to the Kings-Ducks game, the club
announced.
Rob – who was also inducted into the Hockey Hall
of Fame in November – will become the sixth Kings
player to be so honoured by the organization, joining
Luc Robitaille (#20 in 2007), Wayne Gretzky (#99 in
2002), Dave Taylor (#18 in 1995), Marcel Dionne (#16
in 1990) and Rogie Vachon (#30 in 1985).
Rob’s white jersey from the “silver and black era”
will hang from the STAPLES Center rafters.
“It is an honor to be included with the former great
LA King players who have their Jersey’s retired. I have
always felt LA was a special place to play and it was
and is a tremendous privilege to put on an LA Kings
jersey,” said Rob.
Rob is the all-time leader in games played, goals,
assists and points by a Kings defenceman. He played
14 of his 20 NHL seasons with the Kings (1990-01 and
2006-08). He served as the Kings captain from
1996-01 and again from 2007-08 (six total seasons).
He helped lead the Kings to the Stanley Cup Final in
1993; won the franchise’s first Norris Trophy in 1998;
captured a gold medal at the 2002 Olympics; and
made seven trips to the NHL All-Star Game, including
four representing the Kings.
Rob was originally selected by the Kings in the
fourth round (70th overall) of the 1988 NHL Entry
Draft. A native of Simcoe, Ontario, Blake played
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Rob Blake’s NHL Legacy
Defenceman Award (1990-91, 1991-92, 1992-93,
1993-94, 1997-98 and 1999-00)
• Winner of the Most Popular Player Award
(1997-98)
• Winner of the Most Inspirational “Ace Bailey
Memorial Award” (1997-98)
• Three-time winner of the Kings Community
Service Award (1995-96, 1998-99 and 1900-00)
• Named to NHL All-Rookie Team in 1991
• Norris Trophy Winner in 1998
• Named to NHL First All-Star Team in 1998
• Named to NHL Second All-Star Team in 2000 and
2001 (2002 with Colorado)
• Four-time NHL All-Star with the Kings (seven
total)
KINGS PLAYOFFS ACCOMPLISHMENTS
• 6th all-time in games played among defencemen
(57)
• 4th all-time among defencemen in goals (8)
• T-4th all-time among defencemen in assists (16)
• 4th all-time among defencemen in points (24)
• 3rd all-time among defencemen in penalty
minutes (98)
• T-3rd all-time among defencemen in power play
goals (3)
• One of only two Kings defencemen to score a
short-handed goal
• Member of the 1993 Kings team that reached the
Stanley Cup Final
ADDITIONAL NHL REGULAR SEASON
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
• 21st all-time among defencemen in games played
(1,270)
• 11th all-time among defencemen in goals (240)
• 24th all-time among defencemen in assists (537)
• 19th all-time among defencemen in points (777)
• 3rd all-time among defencemen in power play
goals (136)
• 6th all-time among defencemen in game-winning
goals (41)
• 4th all-time among defencemen in shots (3,896)

college hockey at Bowling Green State University. He
made his NHL debut with the Kings during the
1989-90 season, and his final game came in the 2010
postseason with the San Jose Sharks.
Rob Blake’s NHL career included stints with the
Sharks (2008-10) and the Colorado Avalanche
(2001-06), where he won a Stanley Cup in 2001. He
recorded 777 points (240-537=777) in 1,270 regular
season games while in 146 playoff games, he
registered 73 points (26-47=73).
Rob, currently serving as Vice President/Assistant
General Manager for the 2014 Stanley Cup Champion
Kings, will join players Peter Forsberg, Dominik Hasek
and Mike Modano as part of the 2014 Hockey Hall of
Fame selection class with induction ceremonies set for
November 17 in Toronto. Also selected as new
members of the Hall of Fame were Pat Burns in the
Builder Category; and Bill McCreary in the Referee and
Linesman Category.
Below is a comprehensive look at Blake’s playing
career.
KINGS REGULAR SEASON ACCOMPLISHMENTS
• 1st all-time among defencemen in games played
(805), 4th overall
• 1st all-time among defencemen in goals (161),
13th overall
• 1st all-time among defencemen in assists (333),
8th overall
• 1st all-time among defencemen in points (494),
8th overall
• 1st all-time among defencemen in power play
goals (92), 5th overall
• 1st all-time among defencemen in game-winning
goals (29), 4th overall
• 1st all-time among defencemen in shots (2,468),
3rd overall
• 3rd all-time among defencemen in penalty
minutes (1,231), 4th overall
• Led all defencemen in scoring six times (1992-93,
1993-94, 1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99 and 1999-00)
• Recorded 12 power-play goals in 1999-00, the
most-ever scored in one season by a defenceman
• Recorded six game-winning goals in 1993-94, the
most-ever scored in one season by a defenceman
• Attempted 327 shots on goal in 1999-00, the
most-ever attempted in one season by a defenceman
• His 23 goals in 1997-98 rank 2nd all-time among
defencemen
• His 68 points (20-48=68) in 1993-94 rank 3rd
all-time among defencemen
• Scored a career-high five points (3-2=5) and
notched his only career hat trick vs. the New York
Rangers on December 14, 2000
• Served as the Kings captain from 1996-01 and
again from 2007-08 (six seasons)
• Two-time winner of the Kings Most Valuable
Player “Bill Libby Memorial Award” (1997-98 and
1999-00)
• Six-time winner of the Kings Outstanding
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Locks of Love; and Superhero at Sweet Sixteen
ADDITIONAL NHL PLAYOFF ACCOMPLISHMENTS
• Stanley Cup Champion with Colorado in 2001
• T-13th all-time among defencemen in goals (26)
• 25th all-time among defencemen in points (73)
INTERNATIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS
• Represented Canada at three Winter Olympic
Games: 1998 (named top defenceman of tournament),
2002 (gold medal) and 2006
• Represented Canada at the World Championships
five times: 1991 (silver medal), 1994 (gold medal),
1997 (gold medal, named best defencemen of
tournament), 1998 and 1999
• Represented Canada at the World Cup of Hockey
in 1996 and 2004 (DNP due to injury)
Rob, as of January 17, will also officially become a
member of the Kings Hall of Fame.

have lost their hair because of a medical condition.
The organization says that receiving a wig helps
young cancer patients restore their self-esteem and
confidence, which helps them to face the world and
their peers.
That makes the whole experience worth it to Keely,
a 12-year-old Grade 8 student.
“I was already going to cut my hair, and when
Tierney said she’d cut hers, I thought it would be a fun
thing to do with her,” Keely said.
“It’s great to be able to help out.”
Keely, who had her last haircut three years ago,
donated 10 inches, while her younger sister donated
16.
Though Melanie was almost as nervous as her
youngest child about Tierney chopping her long locks,
the tears in her eyes also beamed with pride.
“She’s so attached to her hair,” Melanie said. “We
couldn’t be happier that they’re doing it.”
With the Walsh sisters giving their hair to Locks of
Love, their school also got involved, making the
monumental haircuts part of Walsh Public’s Terry Fox
Day, which also included teachers taking the ALS ice
bucket challenge and another teacher joining the
sisters in getting her hair cut.
Bill Walsh is happy that the community has jumped
on board in support of his daughters.
“So far we’ve got donations from the Vittoria fire
department, as well as some people from work and the
community,” he said.
The family hoped to raise $400 or $500, but at last
count some $800 in donations had come in.
“It’s great be able to send along that money with the
hair,” Bill said.
“We’re really proud of them. It’s great that our
community has really stepped up and helped donate.”

Walsh sisters donate their hair
to Locks of Love
- adapted from an article by Darryl Smart in the Norfolk News

You can’t blame Tierney Walsh for having some
mixed emotions about getting her long blonde hair cut
last fall.
“I’m a little nervous,” the five-year-old Grade 1
Walsh Public School student said. “I thought it would
be nice to help someone. I think a girl sitting beside
me without hair would look good with my hair.”
When asked about her hair, Tierney’s bright eyes
suddenly filled with tears, because she’s doing
something she’s never done before.
“This is her first haircut,” said mother Melanie.
“We’re really proud of her.”
And for good reason.
On September 25 at Walsh Public school, Tierney
and her older sister Keely donated a total of 26 inches
of their hair to Locks of Love, a non-profit organization
that uses donated hair to make wigs for children who

16-year-old Superhero
Annaleise Carr
Why Annaleise swims for Camp Trillium
By Annaleise Carr / www.annaleisecarr.com

In 2011, I visited Camp Trillium’s Rainbow Lake
with the North Shore Runners and Swimmers.
It was a day that changed my life.
Camp Trillium is a camp near Waterford for
children with cancer and their families.
Within the first few minutes of my tour I knew I
wanted to help out at this special camp but at
13-years-old I was told I was too young to volunteer. I
needed to be 18.
Later that summer I participated in a 10km swim
with the North Shore Runners and Swimmers that
raised $15,000 for the camp but my mind was on
something bigger.
In August 2012, I became the youngest person to
swim across Lake Ontario, following the traditional
Marilyn Bell Route from Niagara-on-the-Lake to
Toronto.

Sisters Tierney and Keely Walsh donated a combined 26
inches of hair to Locks of Love, which makes wigs
for young cancer patients.
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Superhero at Sweet Sixteen – Annaleise Carr
I was 14-years-old. My goal was to raise $30,000 for
Camp Trillium but we ended up raising more than
$250,000. I was blown away by the support. I didn’t
even think I would reach my original goal. I’m
16-years-old now but still too young to volunteer at
Camp Trillium. That is why I am swimming across
Lake Erie, from Erie, Pennsylvania to the beach in Port
Dover – right here in my home county of Norfolk.
The children at Camp Trillium go through so much
during their battle with cancer – they are my
inspiration in the water. They are what keep my legs
kicking even through painful cramps and push me to
take the next stroke.
When they are sick they struggle every day – all I
have to do is get to the other side.
I’ve been working really hard to prepare for my
swim with my crew. They are awesome. We have some
really experienced Lake Erie boaters and some great
pacers. We’ve been training everyday, sometimes twice
a day. There are also a ton of people helping to
organize everything else.
I hope I can raise a lot of money for Camp Trillium
again to help make a difference in those children’s
lives.
I want to thank everyone who has supported me
along the way. There are too many people to list but
you’ve all made a difference and I am extremely
grateful.

record to be the youngest swimmer to swim
continuously in open water for more than 24 hours (24
Hour Club). Annaleise’s swim from
Niagara-On-The-Lake to Toronto’s Marilyn Bell Park
when calculated through GPS showed she swam close
to 70 km due to being pushed off course due to
currents and waves of approximately 6 feet high
pushing back toward Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Swim across Lake Erie, Part One – 2014
Annaleise further challenged herself along with her
admiration and love of the kids at Camp Trillium; she
decided once again to raise funds for Camp Trillium
(Cancer Camp for Children and their families). She
along with her Team and supportive parents and
siblings prepared the logistics for the first person to
cross central Lake Erie, departing from Erie, PA to Port
Dover, Ontario a swimming distance of approximately
75 km. Annaleise tirelessly dedicated her spare time in
the months leading up to her swim promoting her
swim and her book (see below) at various venues she
was invited to as a guest.
On July 25, 2014 Annaleise departed Erie, PA with
her water crew swimming towards her destination,
Port Dover, Ontario. At approximately 5:30 am due to
high winds, waves and strong Lake Erie currents
coming off Long Point, Annaleise touched ground on
the tip of Long Point making it her second successful
lake crossing. She had swam 221/2 hours and a
distance of 42.2 km.
Annaleise was determined to complete her initial
goal to swim to Port, Dover Ontario and sticking to her
motto “NEVER GIVE UP” she continued her remaining
swim on September 1, 2014 from where she left off at
Long Point to Port Dover, a distance of 30 km and a
time of 12 hour 12 minutes. She was welcomed and
cheered by the thousands that attended along with the
media that was covering her story.
During her swims across Lake Erie, Annaleise
raised approximately $230,000 for Camp Trillium; her
combined total of her two swims is just under half a
million dollars and growing; as she voluntarily attends
many functions, engagements and requests to attend
various venues as a special guest.

Swim across Lake Ontario – 2012
- this and the following four short articles are adapted from
information on the Wikipedia website

Annaleise Carr of Walsh became the youngest
person to swim across Lake Ontario on Sunday,
August 19 2012 at the age of 14. Marilyn Bell had
been the first swimmer to do it in 1954, when she was
16.
Annaleise had to qualify for this swim which was
overseen by the regulated body and supervision of Solo
Swims of Ontario. After qualifying and filing the 70
pages of paperwork a date was set for August 18,
2012. With her coach Lisa Anderson, her parents,
grandparents, great-grandparents and crew she set
out with a huge flurry of media watching her leave as
well as being on the water with her.
Annaleise began her swim from
Niagara-on-the-Lake at 6:17:10 pm. She arrived at
Marilyn Bell Park in Toronto after swimming for almost
27 hours, touching land at 8:58 pm on August 19.
During her attempt, spectators received updates via
live blogs, Twitter, and GPS live tracking.
One of Annaleise’s goals was to raise $30,000 for a
summer camp for children with cancer. During her
swim Annaleise’s fundraising increased to $60,000,
$80,000 and after the swim to over $100,000. To date
Annaleise has raised over $250,000 for the Children
and families at Camp Trillium. At the time of her swim
Annaleise was the youngest person to cross Lake
Ontario at 14 years 158 days and set an international

Annaleise Carr’s Traverse Across Lake Erie,
Part Two – 2014
- adapted from an article Courtesy of WOWSA (World Open Water
Swimming Association), Huntington Beach, California.

Annaleise Carr started July 25th on her attempted
75 km Lake Erie swim from the American shores at
Erie’s Presquile Point in the state of Pennsylvania.
Eventually, she cut her unprecedented swim short,
finishing the first 42.2 km around midnight at Long
Point in Ontario, Canada 22 hours 20 minutes later.
But her swim was not over. The audacious Canadian
teenager wanted to swim across Lake Erie as she
always intended. So on August 31st, she set off on the
second half of her swim.
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Superhero at Sweet Sixteen – Annaleise Carr
it was not terrible as one of her pace swimmers
jumped in to swim alongside her.
She swam through the sunrise as her stomach
improved and was able to consume 40 ml of iced tea,
yogurt and a strawberry as her pace swimmers
rotated. By 7:30 am, she drank 70 ml of iced tea and
joked, “Maybe I should slow down so my mom will let
me miss the first day of school?”
At 8:00 am, things were back to normal as
Annaleise was laughing and joking with her support
crew and was able to down 100 ml of iced tea, Greek
yogurt, a strawberry, a blueberry, and a Skor bar.
Over the next 3 scheduled feedings, she stopped for 50
ml of iced tea, 200 ml of Boost, and 150 ml of iced tea
as her spirits remained positive.
She reverted to a taste of fruit - a raspberry - on her
next stop along with 100 ml of iced tea. With 2
kilometers left, she saw the shoreline and was
confident that the swim would be seen to completion.
She celebrated a bit with some cherry candy with
chocolate.
“After Annaleise’s first Lake Erie swim and her
previous Lake Ontario Crossing, she has become a
very strong marathon swimmer,” commented Kent.
“Her physical endurance is exceptional, as is her
mental stamina and attitude. She is able to stay
positive for extended periods of time and she finished
in Port Dover in Ontario after 12 hours 12 minutes.”

Photo by Mark Ghesquiere.
Over that second half of the crossing, her coach
Paula Jongerden followed her closely as Great Lakes
Crossing Organization Swim Masters Rob Kent and
Miguel Vadillo documented what happened in an
Observer’s log.
As midnight approached, the ambiance on Long
Point was excited. Carr had a 30 km traverse to
complete her Radical Crossing 2.0 as the swim was
dubbed.
Like the previous first section of her swim, the
water temperature held steady at a comfortable 23ºC
(73ºF). Annaleise was geared and greased up to go
after a pre-race dinner of pasta and chicken. She shot
off from the shore at 70 strokes per minute and
increased her stroke rate to 73 over the first 90
minutes.
At 1:30 am, she briefly stopped for water, 200 ml
water, 2 bites of pancakes, and green yogurt mix in the
1-foot swells at night. At her next few feeding stops,
she had grape juice, some greek yogurt, strawberries
and a pancake. At 2:30 am, she tried a chocolate
protein mix that she said “tasted gross” with 2
watermelon slices. By 3 am, the water temperature
dropped slightly to 21.6ºC as she munched on a half
muffin, 2 ounces of iced tea, and a peanut butter and
Nutella sandwich. “She looked good and was good
spirit, swimming along at 67 strokes per minute,”
recalls Rob Kent.
Nearly 4 hours into the swim, Annaleise drank 210
ml of iced tea and was back up to her starting pace of
70 strokes per minute. On the next stop, she downed a
peanut butter and Nutella sandwich, 2 strawberries
and 150 ml of iced tea. She only briefly stopped for a
drink of Boost, a small drink of ice tea with
strawberries, and 180 ml of fruit punch on the next 3
stops as she was feeling good.
At 6:30 am, she asked for strawberries and went on
her way after completing 18 km in 7 hours. Her pace
over the 18th kilometer was 25:50 as she chugged
along at 64 strokes per minute. When she felt an upset
stomach coming along, she had an urge to vomit. But

Annaleise Carr completes Radical Crossing 2.0
- adapted from an article by Katie Starr in the Norfolk News

Norfolk’s own hometown hero Annaleise Carr
finished her 30-kilometer swim from Long Point to Port
Dover in 12 hours, 12 minutes. She landed on the
beach around noon September 1, completing the final
leg of her second Great Lake crossing and raising over
$193,000 for Camp Trillium.
The sun peeked out from behind the clouds just as
Annaleise Carr stepped out of the water and onto the
Walker Street beach after a 30 kilometre swim from
Long Point to Port Dover September 1.
Carr successfully completed the crossing in 12
hours and 12 minutes, finishing around noon on
Monday, swim master and Lake Ontario Crossing
Organization official Rob Kent announced as the
16-year-old made land to cheers and applause for a
hometown hero from the gathered crowd of supporters.
“This means more than you can ever know,”
Annaleise said after being wrapped in blankets by EMS
personnel and escorted to a podium on the beach. “I’d
like to thank everyone for all your support the last
couple of years. I’m feeling really good right now, I
guess.”
The swim marks the final leg of Carr’s Radical
Crossing 2.0, her second Great Lake crossing to raise
money for Camp Trillium, a Waterford-area camp for
children with cancer.
In July, Annaleise swam 42 kilometers across Lake
Erie from Erie, Pennsylvania to Long Point. Rough
-14-

Superhero at Sweet Sixteen – Annaleise Carr
Tower in Ottawa Monday would be sent to Annaleise.
To date, Annaleise has raised over $193,000 for
Camp Trillium with this summer’s two marathon
swims.

water conditions and inadequate nutrition forced the
Walsh native to end the swim at Long Point, 33
kilometers short of her goal to finish in Port Dover.
This time around, the swim couldn’t have gone
better, said Kent. As governing body LOCO’s official, it
would be Kent’s call to end the swim if weather
conditions or Annaleise’s health took a turn for the
worse.
“It was the best case scenario – it was entirely
uneventful, which is the best you could hope for,” he
said. “She’s finishing with big smiles.”
That still doesn’t mean the swim was easy, Kent
added.
“It’s still ugly hard work going all night and that
was her low point,” he said. “When dawn came and we
could put a pacer in there with her, her mood picked
up and there were lots of giggles and smiles.”
Annaleise struggled with some stomach issues but
“just kept plugging along,” Kent said.
Dr. Mark Ghesquiere is a Simcoe physician and a
volunteer on the water crew. He said the conditions
out on the lake were markedly different from
Annaleise’s previous crossing.
“There were south-westerly winds about 10 knots,
the water was warm, it was just ideal all around,” he
said.
With a water temperature of 75 degrees, there was
no need to do an internal body temperature check on
Annaleise, Ghesquiere added.
“If anything, she’ll be complaining the water was too
warm,” he said.
Along with Annaleise’s family physician, Ghesquiere
monitored the teen’s progress throughout the night,
watching for warning signs including a slowing stroke
rate and loss of cerebral function.
“There was nothing to be concerned about,” he said.
“Annaleise put her nose down and kept a positive
attitude. When she found out she was actually
two-thirds of the way done instead of halfway like she
thought, that really gave her an added boost.”
Another boost came from hearing about the crowd
of volunteers and supporters waiting for Annaleise on
the beach. Norfolk musician Duane Rutter continued
his guitar-a-thon throughout the night, taking a break
to tell listeners that Annaleise had changed his life.
“Take her message with you this weekend and
beyond – never give up. It’s a hell of a way to live,” he
said.
That message of perseverance was echoed by
Haldimand-Norfolk MPP Toby Barrett in a short
speech to Annaleise after she arrived on the beach.
“To quote Winston Churchill, never, never, never
give up,” Toby said. “Annaleise, you never cease to
amaze.”
Also on hand to offer congratulations to Annaleise
were Mayor Dennis Travale and MP Diane Finley, who
brought a message from Prime Minister Stephen
Harper calling the teen an inspiration to Canadians.
Finley added that the flag flying from the Peace

Annaleise the Author
Leading up to her Lake Erie swim Annaleise was
promoting her book she jointly authored with famed
Canadian author Deborah Ellis “Annaleise Carr: How I
Conquered Lake Ontario to Help Kids Battling Cancer”.
The book was written to reflect on her growing up as a
swimmer and her swim across Lake Ontario; the
struggles and challenges she faced crossing Lake
Ontario compared to the struggles and challenges a
young Cancer patient faces but on a longer term. It
reflects Annaleise’s love for the kids at Camp Trillium
and knowing the daily long term challenges they and
their families face.

Awards and Accolades
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

World Open Water Swimming Association
(WOWSA) Woman of the year in 2012.
Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal,
presented by Canadian Prime Minister Stephen
Harper
Ontario Lieutenant Governor’s Community
Volunteer Pin
2012 Ontario Junior Citizen of the Year
2012 Canadian Sport Awards Spirit of Sport Story
of the Year
2012 Inductee into the Norfolk County Sports Hall
of Recognition
2012 TVO Kids “Super Citizen” Award
#10 on CTV Kitchener Top 10 Stories of 2012
In the 20 of 2012 on CHCH TV
Finalist for Global Marathon Swimming Awards
2012 Solo Swim of the Year (Female)
Simcoe & District Chamber of Commerce
Community Service Award
Rotary International Paul Harris Fellowship
Lions International Melvin Jones Fellowship
2013 Independent Order of Foresters International
Fraternal President’s Award
2013 Honourary Commissioner of the Inaugural
Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment Team Up
Challenge
2014 Haldimand/Norfolk Soroptimist “Violet
Richardson Award” winner
Named a member of Ripley’s Aquarium Canada
“Marine Teen” Youth Advisory Council
2014 Dr. Brian Luke Spirit of Trillium Award
Presented the Peace Tower Canadian Flag from
September 1, 2014 by Minister Diane Finley MP on
behalf of PM Stephen Harper
If you want your wife to listen and to pay
undivided attention to every word you say, all you
need to do is talk in your sleep.
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The Busy Life of a Teen-aged Superhero
Some commitments in one year in the life of
this 16-year-old

Fundraising at Eising’s Garden Centre for Camp Trillium as
part of Annaleise’s Radical Crossing 2.0 campaign
May 10, 2014 – Woodstock
Appearing at Steele Health & Wellness Open House
May 10, 2014 – Simcoe
Guest of the United Alumni Senior Drum & Bugle Corps &
Fundraising at “And the Bands Played On 10”
May 13, 2014 – Vittoria
Keynote speaker for Ontario Provincial Volunteer Service
Award Ceremony
May 14, 2014 – Etobicoke
Speaking to the Weston Lions Club
May 17, 2014 – Toronto
Book Signing at Indigo Chapters, Bay & Bloor (noon-4pm)
May 23, 2014 – Bloomsburg
Speaking to the Grade 3 class at Bloomsburg Public School
May 24, 2014 – Simcoe
Partnering with SWKKF to fundraise for Camp Trillium during
the National Master Shintani Memorial Clinic and
Tournament!
May 24, 2014 – Waterford
Fundraising for Camp Trillium with Halnor Equipment at their
Open House & BBQ 9am-4pm
May 31, 2014 – Toronto
Book Signing at Indigo/Chapters in the Eaton Centre (1:00
-5:00pm)
June 5, 2014 – Burford
Guest Speaker at 16th Annual McKeough Supply Charity
Golf Tournament in support of Camp Trillium
June 8, 2014 – Paris
Speaking at Bethel Stone Church
June 13, 2014 – Port Dover
Fundraising at Port Dover’s Friday the 13th
June 14, 2014 – Ancaster
Book Signing at Ancaster Chapters (11am-3pm)
June 18-23, 2014 – Grand Forks, ND
Guest Speaker & Participant in the Extreme North Dakota
Watersport Endurance Test (END-WET)
June 23, 2014 – Port Dover
Meeting with the Port Dover businesses for breakfast
June 25, 2014 – Waterloo
Speaking at Cedarbrae Public School
June 25, 2014 – Hamilton
Guest Speaker at the Youth Grad Dinner for City Kidz
July 1, 2014 – Port Dover
Part of Canada Day Boat Parade and Street Parade
Celebrations
July 3, 2014 – Waterford
Swimming across Camp Trillium’s Rainbow Lake with the
kids and families of the camp
July 9, 2014 – Burlington
Guest on 100 Huntley St. TV show
July 19, 2014 – Boston
Cleaning “Cars for Carr” fundraiser with Boston Car Cleaning
July 25-26, 2014 – Erie Pa to Port Dover
Attempting 75KM distance record swim crossing of Lake Erie
in support of Camp Trillium

- adapted from the website www.annaleisecarr.com

March 18, 2014 – Simcoe
Release of Annaleise’s first book along with award winning
author Deborah Ellis
March 29, 2014 – Simcoe
Launch & book signing of Annaleise’s book at Norfolk Public
Library, as well as launching “Teen’s Write for Fun!”
(1:00-3:00pm)
April 4, 2014 – Hamilton
Guest on CHCH Morning Live at 8:20am
April 5, 2014 – Port Dover
Signing Books at the Norfolk Author’s Book Fair ~ Norfolk
County Public Library Port Dover Branch ~ 1-3pm
April 8, 2014 – Simcoe
Guest speaker at the ProBus Club
April 6, 2014 – Simcoe
Presenting at United Alumni Seniors Drum & Bugle Corps
meeting
April 12, 2014 – Simcoe
Book signing at the Gospel Lighthouse Book Store (1-3pm)
April 17, 2014
Guest of Wei Chen on CBC Radio One Morning Show
7:20am
April 17, 2014 – London
Guest of Chris, Kim, & Dave on the 103.1 FreshFM Morning
Show 8:40am
April 18, 2014 – Toronto
Guest of the Toronto Rock Lacrosse Team’s final regular
season game to promote Annaleise’s Radical Crossing 2.0 &
Camp Trillium
April 19, 2014 – London
Book signing at Chapters South London (noon – 3:00 PM)
April 23, 2014 – Port Dover
Book signing & Guest speaker at Port Dover Sail & Power
Squadron AGM
April 26, 2014 – Oakville
Keynote speaker for Halton Youth In Action Conference
April 26, 2014 – Ancaster
Keynote Speaker at Rotary SLAPSHOT Youth Leadership
Conference 2014
April 26, 2014 – Vittoria
Appearing at the Vittoria Firefighter Assoc. Annual Steak
BBQ Dinner & Dance
April 27, 2014 – Waterford
Pancake Breakfast with Annaleise Carr as part of
her “Radical Crossing” campaign in support of Camp
Trillium, Rainbow Lake
April 29, 2014 – Toronto
VIP Guest at “Count Me In Canada”
April 30, 2014 – Port Dover
Speaking at HNDCSB Camino
May 1, 2014 – Port Dover
Speaking at the Mellow Yellow Port Dover Lioness luncheon
May 5, 2014 – Brantford
Speaking & doing a book reading at Jean Vanier School
May 10, 2014 – Renton
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Superhero at Sweet Sixteen – Annaleise Carr
August 2, 2014 – Norfolk County
“Annaleise Carr Day” in Norfolk County, Meet & Greet at
Lynn River Music & Arts Festival
August 8, 2014 – South Cayuga
Speaking at South Cayuga Community Church Vacation
Bible School
August 10, 2014 – Dunnville
Speaking at Camp Stella Puella
August 13, 2014 – Tillsonburg
Speaking at Harvest Retirement Suites
August 15, 2014 – Courtland
Speaking at Grace Family Bible Fellowship Vacation Bible
School
August 16, 2014 – Brantford
Guest Speaker at the Midwestern Ontario District Optimist
International Fellowship Breakfast
August 16, 2014 – Guelph
Book signing as a part of the “Inspirational Kids” event at the
Guelph Chapters
August 17, 2014 – Toronto
VIP guest swimmer at Toronto Island Lake Swim
August 23, 2014 – Simcoe
Guest at the Reunion of Champions
August 24, 2014 – St. Williams
Guest at St. Williams Ladies Jamboree
August 29, 2014 – Port Rowan
Guest at the opening ceremonies of Bayfest
August 30, 2014 – Port Rowan
Book signing at the Lighthouse on Bay St. during Bayfest
August 31, 2014 – Long Point to Port Dover
Radical Crossing 2.5 “…and NEVER give up!” from Long
Point to Port Dover
September 3, 2014 – Walsingham
Speaking at the Walsingham Women’s Institute
September 6, 2014 – Buttermilk Falls
Headlining & participating in the Second Annual Variety
Village Open Water Swim
September 12, 2014 – Norfolk County
First Annual “Annaleise Carr Camp Trillium Charity Golf
Classic” @ Woodside Greens Golf Club
September 14, 2014 – Norfolk County
Swimming 25 KM with Josh Reid from Pottahawk Point to
Port Dover in Support of Keira
September 20, 2014 – Caledon
Competing in the KLEAN ATHLETE CALEDON QUARRY
YEAR END OPEN WATER SWIM & BBQ 4 km race (final
Canadian Open Water Swim Series race of the year)
September 21, 2014 – Toronto
Book signing at “Word on the Street 2014? at 3:30pm
September 24, 2014 – Norfolk County
Speaking at the National Conference for Municipal Service
Delivery Officials (MSDO)
September 25, 2014 – Simcoe
Speaking to Emmanuel Bible Church Seniors Group
September 28-29, 2014 – Walsh
Raising funds at Donnybrook Fair

October 4, 2014 – Simcoe
Attending book signing of local authors at The Book Factory
October 6, 2014 – Toronto
Appearing on French language TV show “Flip” on channel
TFO
October 9, 2014 – Hagersville
Meet & Greet & Book Signing at West Haldimand Hospital
October 10, 2014 – Burlington
Speaking at Fall Fit Mighty Girls Camp
October 11, 2014 – Simcoe
Book signing & meet & greet at the Simcoe Reformer booth
at the Norfolk County Fair 2-4pm
October 11, 2014 – Simcoe
Being presented with the Peace Tower Canadian Flag from
PM Stephen Harper by the Hon. Diane Finley MP at the
Norfolk County Fair
October 12, 2014 – Simcoe
Book signing & meet & greet at the RE7 booth at the Norfolk
County Fair
October 18, 2014 – Norfolk County
Cycling 60km from Long Point to Camp Trillium Rainbow
Lake with members of the Sears National Kids Cancer Ride
October 18, 2014 – Waterford
Riding on the Camp Trillium float at Pumpkinfest
October 18, 2014 – Tillsonburg
Speaking at Youth For Christ Banquet
October 19, 2014 – Eden
Speaking at Eden Baptist Church
October 20, 2014 – Langton
Speaking at Langton Lions Club
October 22, 2014 – Mississauga
Teacher-Librarian/Authors’ Booking Service meet and greet
November 2, 2014 – Vittoria
The Bickle Brunch for the Lady of the Lakes in support of
Camp Trillium
November 5, 2014 – Hamilton
Speaking at the Global Action & Development Conference at
Hillfield Strathallan College
November 6, 2014 – Brantford
Speaking at Woodview Mental Health & Autism Centre
November 13, 2014 – Watford
Speaking at Watford Optimists Camp Trillium Banquet
November 14, 2014 – Toronto
Book signing at the Toronto International Book Fair at the
Toronto Convention Centre
November 18, 2014 – Renton
Speaking at Ontario Mutual Insurance Association General
Meeting
November 26, 2014 – Waterford
Speaking at the Lions Zone Advisory Meeting
December 7, 2014 – Vittoria
Speaking at Woodhouse United Church
December 7, 2014 – Port Dover
Speaking at Grace United Church
February 11, 2015 – Goshen
Speaking at Goshen Baptist Church Seniors meeting

WOW!
-17-

Migrant Workers from Jamaica
Norfolk’s migrant workers
forge bonds with their bosses,
and each other
-adapted from an article by J.P. Antonacci in the Norfolk News

There are moments when at home in Jamaica that
Pryier Watson finds himself missing Carl and Ronda
Atkinson, at whose St. Williams farm the 42-year-old
spends seven months of the year working in the
ginseng fields.
It’s safe to say most of Haldimand-Norfolk’s 4,600
migrant workers don’t wonder how their Canadian
bosses are doing once they’ve flown home for the
winter. But the Atkinsons and their four longtime
employees have forged a special bond.
“We’ve probably gotten to know them more than a
lot of farmers do,” Carl Atkinson says. “When we
started, I was out there every day working with them.
So you develop a relationship.”
Watson and his co-workers are sitting on their beds
inside the simple yet comfortably adorned bunkhouse,
the smell of Jamaican spices wafting over from the
kitchen. It’s a day of rest at the farm, the tractors
sitting idle as the men take a break from spraying and
weeding crops.
The group begins to reminisce, recalling family
barbecues and birthday parties the workers have
joined in with the Atkinsons, and the time Carl, Ronda
and their two sons went to Jamaica to meet the
workers’ families.
“It helps us to feel accepted, and know that our
boss is not a person who tries to separate himself from
us,” Watson says of sharing life with his Canadian
employers. “We feel good about that.”
Ronda is known to send over soups and other
meals straight from her kitchen, prompting Watson to
jokingly ask Carl when he finds the time to cook. To
this day, it’s not unusual to find the two Atkinson boys
inside the bunkhouse, catching up with their
Jamaican uncles.
Carl smiles. “The one thing these guys have taught
my sons, and myself too, is the art of patience,” he
says. “They’re probably the most patient people in the
world.”
Watson says he knows someone even more
understanding. “I have a really patient wife,” he says
with a laugh.
He started as a farm worker the year he got
married, and some of his children were born while he
was away in Canada. “It was hard for her at first, but
she learned to accept, because here is where we make
our bread,” he says.
Though he’s been here 14 years, Watson isn’t the
senior worker on the farm. Devon Taylor and Derrick
Gaynor have worked side by side for 26 years, helping
the Atkinsons move from tobacco to ginseng and
expand from three acres to 15. They are used to the
life of a migrant farm worker, which involves working

Hundreds of thousands of Canadians have
celebrated the accomplishments of Walsh-area
teenager Annaleise Carr over the past two years. Her
strength, determination, endurance, dedication and
sacrifice have indeed made her a superhero. Many
stories and articles have been written and broadcast
about her accomplishments and exploits. In the
preceding summary, we have tried to report some of
the less-heralded background stories.
Along with her successes conquering Lakes Ontario
and Erie, and co-authoring a book, it must be
somewhat overwhelming to fit in numerous public
appearances, while maintaining her swim training
sessions and her status as a grade 11 student. One
would hope that her handlers and managers would try
to minimize the external pressures, to allow Annaleise
the opportunity to enjoy some of the benefits of being a
normal teenaged girl.
The Vittoria & District Foundation extends our
sincere congratulations to Annaleise for all she has
attained.
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Species at Risk
10-hour shifts, six days a week, with Sundays off.
“But there are some guys in Jamaica who could not
do this work,” says Gaynor, 52.
His fellow workers nod. The men all have jobs in
Jamaica – Taylor and Gaynor are farmers, Watson is a
bricklayer, and Michael Simpson is a tile setter – and
were ready to work when they enrolled in the Seasonal
Agricultural Worker Program (SAWP), which brings
more than 15,000 migrant workers to Ontario every
year to fill seasonal vacancies.
What they had a tough time accepting was spending
the majority of the year away from their friends and
family.
“I’ve heard of guys coming here for the first time,
and they actually cry,” says Simpson, 38.
With five seasons under his belt, he is a relative
newcomer to the Atkinson farm. “She handles it well,”
he says of his wife of 10 years. “Communication is key
– you’re not at home, but when you’re on the phone,
it’s like you’re at home.”
Staying in touch is made easier by phone cards and
long distance plans that are vastly cheaper than they
used to be. “They’ll be working in the fields and their
cell phone will ring and it’ll be their wife,” Atkinson
says. “Twenty-five years ago, that would have
happened once a week.”
Though he misses the members of his home
church, Simpson attends a Pentecostal church in
Simcoe and has made friends with his fellow migrant
workers. “The good thing is when I come here, I’m
seeing my own Jamaicans,” he says. “You meet guys
from other parishes, and you feel much more
comfortable.”
The friends look forward to Friday night, when they
head to downtown Simcoe to socialize.
“You meet other people, talk about their culture,

and hear what they think about my country and about
their country,” Watson says. “We party, too,” he adds
with a grin. “They play Jamaican music and bring
back the memories of being home.”
Canadian streets may be cleaner, but Gaynor
misses the Jamaican attitude, where everyone stops
and chats. “We can just go to a bar and buy a beer
and drink it (outside),” he says. “Not here.”
Cultural differences aside, the workers say a
favourable exchange rate and high unemployment in
Jamaica means joining SAWP is a good move
financially for those who can hack it.
Firstly, Watson explains, the money he wires home
lets his children go to a good school. “This job also
allows you to have a better house. You can drive a
car,” he says. “It’s very important for us to come here,
so you can make a better life of it.”
Atkinson says having workers he can trust to
perform their duties without supervision means he
isn’t tied to the farm, and can devote his energy to
boosting the provincial ginseng industry as chair of the
Ontario Ginseng Growers Association.
His approach to farm management is built on
respect. “What I’ve tried to do over the years is give
them responsibility – make them part of the business
operation, give them a stake in it,” he says. “I think
that might be lost on some growers.”
When the season draws to a close next month, Carl
and Ronda will continue a tradition by taking their
workers out for dinner – a small way to thank them for
their dedication year after year.
Atkinson knows some people are critical of the
migrant worker program, but in his view the workers’
presence in the community is “pretty seamless.”
“If you took the Mexican Mennonites and the foreign
workers program out of the equation, I think Norfolk
County would look like it did back in the ‘30s, when it
was a dust bowl,” he says. “The foreign workers and
Norfolk County are inseparable.”
Residents who don’t work in agriculture might not
fully understand how crucial migrant workers are to
farm operations, nor acknowledge the contribution
they make to the county’s economic well-being
through farm labour and shopping at local stores,
Atkinson says.
“But they can certainly appreciate the sacrifice.”

“Species at Risk”
- adapted from an article by David Judd in the Port Dover Maple
Leaf

Carmella the Barn Owl and Rocco the Bald Eagle
starred before a standing-room-only crowd at Port
Ryerse’s historic Memorial Church.
“Oohs” and “ahs” erupted from the younger folks
among the audience of close to 90 people.
Conservationists James Cowan, of the Canadian
Raptors Conservancy, and Bernie Solymar, of
Earth-Tramper Consulting, Inc., presented information
about species at risk - birds, animals and plants that

Ginseng farmer Carl Atkinson, second from right, has
formed a special bond with his longtime migrant workers
(from left) Pryier Watson, Devon Taylor, Derrick Gaynor
and Michael Simpson.
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Barn Owls and other Endangered Species
grassland where they used to hunt mice.
At the same time they’ve lost many of the wooden
barns that sheltered their nests.
Modern metal barns are airtight. They keep out
owls and mice.
Meanwhile, raccoons and other predators feast on
owl eggs.
There’s no point breeding and releasing barn owls
until there’s enough grassland for them to hunt, Mr.
Cowan said.
Eagles have made a comeback in southern Ontario.
In the early 1980s, our part of the province had no
nesting pairs.
Today southern Ontario has 70 eagle nests.
Eagles are a symbol of the wilderness, Mr. Cowan
said.
They have recovered thanks to changes in
pesticides and the removal of lead shot, which poisons
eagles.
Still, today’s population is a far cry from the 19th
century, when nests one mile apart dotted the north
shore of Lake Erie.
Eagles love water to hunt fish, turtles, snakes and
other creatures.
Males like Rocco, who was on display Thursday,
weigh seven pounds. Their wingspans are six and half
feet wide.
Females are even bigger.
Bald eagles are not endangered in Ontario. They are
considered species of concern.
The Boralex company, which is developing the Port
Ryerse Wind Farm, has promised to take steps to
reduce risks to eagles, especially at times when young
birds are learning to fly.
No one knows how industrial wind turbines affect
barn owls, Mr. Cowan said. He said the issue should
be studied before approving wind turbines in barn owl
areas.
“I am not anti wind turbine,” Mr. Cowan said. “I am
anti placement of wind turbines in certain places.”
The Ministry of Natural Resources has asked
Boralex to apply for a permit showing that the Port
Ryerse Wind Farm would make things better for barn
owls.
It might be an advantage if the company commits to
create several hundred acres of grassland and
promises to put up nesting boxes, Mr. Solymar said.
About 140 plants, animals and birds are at risk in
the Carolinian area of southern Ontario where we live.
Ontario’s Endangered Species Act classifies species
as endangered, threatened or of special concern.
Endangered species are at imminent risk of
disappearing from Ontario.
Threatened species are not endangered but may
become so if steps aren’t taken to address factors
threatening them.
Species of special concern are not endangered or
threatened but need protection and encouragement.
Endangered – American chestnut trees; Flowering

need help if they are to keep calling Ontario home.
Barn owls recently made headlines after two of
them were sighted in Port Ryerse this summer, the
first sighting in the province in about five years.
The Port Ryerse Wind Farm project to build four
industrial wind turbines east of the village has been
delayed while the Ministry of Natural Resources tries
to determine if barn owls have nested locally.
Talking about barn owls is one thing. Seeing one up
close and personal is quite another thing.
Carmella, a captive bird, was named for her
caramel colouring.
She calmly perched with needle-sharp talons on Mr.
Cowan’s gloved hand.
Carmella weighs less than you might think – just
one pound, three ounces.
Barn owls have extremely sensitive directional
hearing to locate the mice and other rodents they feed
on.
The owls are gluttons. One family can eat up to 40
or 50 mice a day.
They’re somewhat mysterious, Mr. Cowan said.
They’re nocturnal and fly on silent wings.
Although barn owls are plentiful in Ohio,
Pennsylvania and New York State, they are an
endangered species in Ontario.
The last breeding pair was seen north of Cayuga in
2007.
Barn owls in Ontario have lost nearly all of the
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157th Donnybrook Fair
dogwood; Barn owls.
Threatened – Eastern foxsnake; Eastern
meadowlarks; Eastern whip-poor-wills; Barn swallows.
Of special concern – Monarch butterflies; Snapping
turtles; Milk snakes; Red-headed woodpeckers; Bald
eagles.

Donnybrook Fair No. 157
- adapted from an article by Sarah Doktor in the Simcoe Reformer

The Walsh Donnybrook Fair is a tradition that dates
back 157 years.
The two-day event held this weekend has a heavy
focus on community spirit. There are arts and crafts
by local residents and students. It also involves other
rural fair standards like a petting zoo, baked goods,
baby contest and demolition derby.
Things get kicked off by a parade Saturday morning
starting from Walsh Public School and ending at the
fairgrounds.
Justin Geiser’s two-year-old daughter, Nevaeh, rode
her mini four wheeler in this year’s parade. She wore a
Minnie Mouse costume and her four wheeler was
decked out with pink streamers and bows.
“It’s great. This is two years in a row we’ve done it.
Last year we decorated a wagon for her,” he said. “It’s
a lot of fun.”
The fair and the parade bring back fond memories
for Justin from his time at school in the small village.
“I think it’s gotten better over the years. They’ve
added some more cars and trucks to the derby and
there’s some entertainment at night,” he said. “I like
the atmosphere. It’s nice running into people you
haven’t seen in a long time and seeing their kids. It
brings back some old memories. We keep coming back
every year because we’d like to see it keep going. The
more kids that get involved the better.”
Stephanie Erdelac brought her toddler, Ryden, to

Art McCall and his granddaughter Ronin Hayward, 8, relaxed
at a picnic table at the Donnybrook Fair in Walsh.

Makenna DiSabato, 18-months, and her sister Avery
DiSabato, 6, of Vittoria played a game at the Donnybrook
Fair on September 27, 2014.

watch the parade for the first time. Her family recently
moved to Walsh and thought they would check out
what activities were available.
“Tomorrow (Sunday) we hope to come down too and
see the petting zoo and maybe some of the rides,” she
said.
Marlene LaPointe of Silver Hill brought her
grandson Sam Baker, 8, of London to the fair on
Saturday. The first thing the pair did was enjoy a turn
on the swings midway ride.
“It was freaky but fun,” said sam, who said he
enjoys the games and rides most about the fair.
Marlene has brought her grandchildren to the fair
since they were babies. In fact, Sam won the baby
contest when he was a youngster.
“They have a good fair here for the area. The
artwork in (the buildings) is fantastic,” she said.
Marlene also noted it was a perfect day for the fair.
“The weather’s beautiful,” she said.
Fairgoers were blessed with clear, sunny skies and
temperatures around 25 degrees C.
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Hay Creek a Multi-purpose Site

Matt Palermo of Port Dover leads a group of children in
mountain biking lessons at Hay Creek during a recent
Take A Kid Mountain Biking Day.

Grace Van Every, along with her alpaca M&M and
Jessica Hall with her llama Fruit Loop, were taking part
in a practice "packing trek" through Hay Creek
Conservation area recently. The girls are both
members of the 4H Packing Club that works year long
training, grooming, feeding and bonding with their
'adopted' llamas or alpacas. Jessica's Suri llama has a
uniquely soft and silky coat that requires vigilant grooming.

Hay Creek a cyclist’s
destination
- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer

Once a campground, Hay Creek Conservation Area
is slowly becoming a destination for mountain bikers,
especially families.
The site, a wooded area north of Port Ryerse, is
ideal for cycling because it offer two types of trails:
wide two-track pathways meant for vehicles (these are
easier to ride and are great for people starting out) and
more difficult bumpy, winding, single trails running
deeper into the bush for cyclists looking for a
challenge.
“It’s a great place to start riding,” said Matt Palermo
of Port Dover, a member of the Turkey Point Mountain
Bike Club. “It’s wide, it’s scenic, it gets you out in the
woods.”
Hay Creek also has a covered pavilion, which
provides cover for cyclists when it rains, Matt added
during the recent Take A Kid Mountain Biking Day
event held at the site.
Although it was cold and raining hard, the day
attracted a handful of riders, including a mother who
drove in from Ingersoll with her two sons.
“Last year, we went to a mountain biking day in
Guelph,” explained Liz Brown, who was there with her
sons Calum, 11, and Lachlan, nine.
“We checked out the map, and this was the closest
one to us.”
There is a growing cycling community in Ontario
that communicates online and promotes each other’s
trails.
Norfolk is on their radar because of its abundance
of trails. It’s common on a summer weekend to see
cars driving through Simcoe with bicycle racks on
their trunks.
The county has the Lynn Valley trail, a new

Llamas packing along Hay
Creek Trails
- adapted from an article by Heather Walters in the Port Dover
Maple Leaf

Members of the local 4H Packing Club met at Hay
Creek recently along with a dozen or so of their “furry
friends”. The club meets, with permission, at
various conservation parks periodically to ‘school’ their
llamas and alpacas.
The youngsters generally care for and work with
their own llama for about a year, seeing to its overall
care, grooming, diet, and training routines. These
llamas and alpacas, which are owned by Monica Veit,
of Sonny’s Llama Farm near Delhi, are trained to carry
packs and not to be ridden.
In their native Peru, they have been used for
centuries to traverse mountainous terrain, carrying
heavy loads. “They can carry about 1/3 of their body
weight” said 4H Club member Jessica Hall “and can
also pull heavily laden carts.”
Members of the Club recently attended the Norfolk
County Fair in Simcoe entering them in competitions
that included showmanship, obstacle and costume.
The group was in Hay Creek “packing” their
animals along the many walking trails there. This
helps the llamas and alpacas become accustomed to
new surroundings, and provide practice for the young
handlers.
I’ve reached an age when I look just as good
standing on my head as I do right side up.
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Huggable Bears; and OMAFRA Grant for the Cider Keg
east-west trail between Simcoe and Delhi, the
elaborate and challenging trails that run through
woods north of Turkey Point, and now Hay Creek.
Hay Creek also has a flat open green area, which
Palermo used on a recent Saturday to teach a handful
of children the basics of mountain biking — how to
ride slowly, how to ride around trees, how to ride as a
group — before taking them out on the trails.
“They’re really good for a five-year-old,” said Eric
Williams of Port Dover, who brought his son, Miles,
five, to the event. “They’re not too bumpy. Some trails
are a little more complicated. As he progresses, there’s
room for him to progress.”

Huggable Bears at NGH
- adapted from an article by Jean Mottashed in the Norfolk Hub

A little boy with a broken leg. A teenager hurt and
traumatized by a car accident. An elderly lady, already
suffering from dementia, confused and alarmed by
medics working to stabilize her condition.
These are some of the most vulnerable patients who
arrive at Norfolk General Hospital (NGH) in need of
treatment and comfort, and they are the focus of a
delightful new initiative by NGH’s Volunteer
Association which aims to lessen the shock and
anxiety associated with a trip to the Emergency
Department.
It’s called “The Share Bear Program” and it provides
the employees and volunteers of NGH a cheerful way
to soothe the pain and calm the nerves by giving these
patients a soft and cuddly stuffed animal to keep.
Program Co-ordinator and Volunteer, Marilyn
Yardley is busy soliciting donations and planning
fundraising activities to meet the demand for the bears
and is asking for individuals and groups to consider
either making a monetary contribution or donating
bears and other stuffed animals to the program.
Donated bears must be new from the store and
must not have lived previously in a home.
Donations will be accepted at the Information Desk
from Monday to Friday between 9:30 am and 6 pm at
the hospital’s main entrance. Cheques made payable
to Norfolk General Hospital and clearly marked “Share
Bear Program” can be mailed directly to the hospital at
365 West Street, Simcoe, Ontario, N3Y 1T7.
Marilyn says that no donation is too small and all
funds will go toward the purchase of beautiful, plush
animal friends that can provide a world of comfort. For
example, a 15-inch super soft shaggy brown bear –
called a Witherspoon Bear – with foot pads and a
colourful plaid ribbon is among the choices being
considered. Its squeezability factor is undeniable and
its floppy long legs and gentle eyes make this bear a
joy to hold.
So come on, Norfolk, let’s get behind this program
and spread a little love around NGH this year with
Share Bears!

Volunteer Marilyn Yardley is co-ordinating the new
‘Share Bear Program’ at NGH.

OMAFRA grant intended to
help The Cider Keg expand its
Research and Development
- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer

The Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food & Rural
Affairs is backing a plan to find a wider market for
Norfolk products.
Last week, the ministry announced it will provide
$78,850 to Uncle Tom’s Farm Inc. – owner of the Cider
Keg south of Vittoria – to expand its retail presence in
Ontario and beyond. The funding has been provided
under OMAFRA’s Local Food Fund.
“This will allow us to expand our retail presence,
our wholesale presence and our Internet presence,”
says Cider Keg spokesperson Cheryl Peck. “It’s exciting
and there is a lot of potential here. We had great ideas
for expansion but we didn’t have the capital or the
confidence in ourselves. This will allow us to move
forward.”
The Local Food Fund is a matching-fund program
where recipients are required to put up a comparable
amount of money of their own. If the ministry is
satisfied that recipients have executed the plan
outlined in the grant application, they are eligible to be
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British Captain of War of 1812 honoured with Plaque
Plaque honours British Captain
of 1814 war
- adapted from an article by Stan Morris in the Port Dover Maple
Leaf

A local ‘terrorist’ attack here nearly 200 years ago
resulted in stern judgment.
Helen Bingleman of Vittoria is a descendant of
Adam Chrysler of Rainham Township (then in Norfolk
County) who was executed for High Treason on July
20,1814. It seems Helen and Barbara Roadhouse have
been researching the story for about 20 years and now
have tied together the events of the Burning of
Nanticoke, the Bloody Assize (Court) and the Murder of
Captain William Francis, all connected locally to the
War of 1812-14.
There were people living in this part of the country
that were American sympathizers. Helen’s ancestor,
Adam Chrysler was one of them. This group of men
had been plundering the countryside between
Sugarloaf (Port Colborne) and Port Dover. The Yankee
sympathizers captured Captain William Francis, a
Loyalist, taking him to Buffalo with six of his cattle.
Helen’s research reveals the Norfolk Militia met at Port
Dover to retaliate the capture, deciding to march to
Nanticoke where the marauders were rendezvousing at
the cabin of John Dunham. They did so early in the
morning of October 13, 1813 capturing some of the
rebels then, and the others later.
The trial took place, called the Bloody Assize, in
Ancaster where they were found guilty of spying on the
British, for armed rebel attacks and imprisoning
loyalists. Initially, 19 men were charged and 15 were
found guilty but seven ended up being exempted from
execution and were instead banished for life to the
United States. Of those seven, three died of typhoid
before their release (including Helen’s ancestor Garrett
Null). The other four men banished to the US escaped
while being transported to a jail in Kingston (including
Ione Morris of Port Dover’s great-great-great-great
uncle Cornelius Howey). The other eight men were
hanged in the public square at Burlington Heights on
July 20, 1814, one being Adam Chrysler (the
great-great-great-great-grandfather of Barbara
Roadhouse). Afterwards, Justice Thomas Scott wrote
(in part), “I hope and think these trials will have a deep
impression on the public mind ... the very novelty and
horror of the punishment of that crime will have a
most powerful effect”.
Apparently, it did not. One of the last acts of the
war in Norfolk County was the murder of Captain
William Francis in retaliation for his part in
apprehending, and testifying against, some of the men
that were hanged as a result of the Bloody Assize.
On October 19 this year a plaque in honour of
Captain William Francis was placed at the entrance to
Selkirk Provincial Park, which was the location of his
home and land.
During the plaque dedication program on October

Uncle Tom’s Farms Inc. of Vittoria was thrilled to learn that
OMAFRA has extended a $78,850 grant under the ministry’s
Local Food Fund. Manager Cheryl Peck said the funds will
be used to expand the Cider Keg’s retail presence in Norfolk
and beyond. Part of that mandate includes the promotion of
local, value-added agricultural products.
reimbursed for a portion of their contribution.
Uncle Tom’s Farm Inc. recent expanded its retail
operation from the landmark Cider Keg operation on
Highway 24 to a special occasion “holiday market”
inside the Simcoe Town Centre. Norfolk products are a
prominent presence in both. Local producers that
stand to benefit from the wider exposure include
Kernal Peanuts, Hunt’s Honey, Chamber’s Maple
Syrup, Purple Daze lavender, and Blair and Livia’s
popcorn products among others.
As a condition of the grant, Uncle Tom’s Farm has
agreed to share its experiences and free advice with
non-competing marketers and retailers elsewhere in
Ontario who are trying to accomplish something
similar.
While driving up near St. Jacobs, our family
caught up to a Mennonite carriage.
The owner of the carriage obviously had a sense
of humor, because attached to the back of the
carriage was a hand printed sign ...
"Energy efficient vehicle: Runs on oats and grass.
Caution: Do not step in exhaust."
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Our Parliament Under Terrorist Attack
Emotional times for MP Diane
Finley
- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer

19, Helen Bingleman of Vittoria enlightened the
gathering of who William Francis was. He was a
member of the King’s American Dragoons and a
veteran of the American Revolution. He came with a
group of disbanded soldiers to Annapolis County, Nova
Scotia in 1784, then to the Long Point District by
1793. He received 2000 acres of land, mostly in
Woodhouse Township, as payment for his loyalty to the
British. He was a member of the Norfolk Militia, as was
his son Thomas. By 1810 he had sold his Woodhouse
land and was living on Lot 20, Concession 1, Walpole
Township. The Hoover mill books show him buying
lumber twice in April of 1810.
“We are standing on land where some of the events
of the War of 1812 took place, certainly the American
sympathizers who were plundering the countryside
came through here if they kidnapped William Francis
and six of his cattle and took them off to Buffalo.
Several of the men tried at the Bloody Assize came
from the townships of Woodhouse, Walpole and
Rainham, and some of those who hung were farmers
from this area,” Helen said. The next event in this
remarkable historical event would be the Bloody Assize
and then the hangings at Burlington.
Helen Bingleman wound up her description of
events, saying, “as a result of the convictions and
hangings the murder of Captain William Francis
occurred in his home, a reaction from friends and
relatives displeased because their fellow men had been
hanged at Burlington or died in prison of the ague or
jail fever”.
THE IRISH WEDDING
At the wedding reception, the photographer yelled,
“Would all the married men, please stand
next to the one person who has made
life worth living.”
The bartender was almost crushed to death.
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When the first “bangs” rang out in the halls of
Parliament in Ottawa last fall, everybody thought it
was blasting from restoration work going on in the
west block.
“Then there was the rat-a-tat-tat sound. It was very
quickly coming closer to us. Everybody tried to take
cover,” local MPP Diane Finley recalled in an
end-of-year interview with the Reformer.
Diane, who is also minister for public works and
government services in the Harper cabinet, was in a
caucus room meeting with her Conservative colleagues
when a gunman stormed Parliament Hill on Oct. 22.
She said she can’t reveal details of what happened
during that historic attack because what goes in
caucus rooms remains private.
But, Diane added, “people obviously were concerned
... gunshots outside your door are pretty disturbing.
By the end of the day, everyone was pretty much
emotionally drained.”
Diane was witness to a piece of Canadian history
that was scary and potentially tragic.
The gunman, Michael Sehaf-Bibeau, was shot and

Mike Fletcher’s Tales from the Deep
twists and turns he never could have predicted
growing up as that kid on the dairy farm with the
weird shipwreck obsession.
“It’s been a crazy ride,” he said. “It’s eclipsed
anything I’ve ever imagined.”
Mike was back by popular demand at the Harbour
Museum to discuss his upbringing and the unique
experiences his career has given him. As a certified
scuba diver, licensed dive medic and underwater
cinematographer, director and writer, Fletcher has
starred in two documentary TV shows, Sea Hunters
(2002-2006) and Dive Detectives (2008-2009)
alongside his son Warren.
Describing Sea Hunters as a “wonderful,
never-ending school field trip” that took the father-son
duo to dive wrecks from the Bosporus to the Baltic,
Fletcher also discussed his friendship with show host
and famed adventure novelist Clive Cussler.
“Clive really appreciates maritime history,” Mike
said, calling Cussler’s main protagonist, Dirk Pitt, a
“superhero underwater James Bond.”
Mike and Clive Cussler’s collaboration on Sea
Hunters resulted in nearly 40 separate expeditions to
find shipwrecks around the world, and the show has
been broadcast in 174 countries and in 16 languages.
“The type of TV I want to make, that’s factual and
researched, is not fashionable. So much TV now is
frivolous and not based on research and real history. I
think it’s time to say goodbye to Honey Boo Boo,” Mike
said.
“If I never get the chance to do TV again, I’m OK
with that. I’m really proud of what we were able to do.”
Mike started out his diving career in marine
construction in 1977. Over the next 20 years he
worked as a commercial diver in Lake Erie, but his big
break came in 1983 when he found the elusive wreck
Atlantic, a passenger ship that was one of the worst
marine disasters on the lake after she collided with
another vessel a few miles off Long Point in 1852.
Nearly 200 passengers lost their lives and $36,000
worth of gold in the ship’s safe was lost.

killed by the sergeant-at-arms before he could get to
the caucus room, which included Prime Minister
Stephen Harper.
The next day proved to be just as moving, Diane
noted.
By 10 a.m., the House of Commons was filled with
members from all parties ready to resume the
business of the nation.
Someone behind her, Diane said, “spontaneously
started to sing O Canada,” everyone joined in, and
“there was hardly a dry eye” in the house.
The past year was marked by emotion for Diane,
who has represented the riding for more than 10
years.
She was still living in the shadow of the passing of
her husband, Senator Doug Finley, who died in May
2013 and was a powerful figure in Ottawa.
“The last few years have been challenging,” she
said. “Doug was so ill. I had to look after him and be
home every weekend.
“We were so close. Obviously, I feel his loss every
day.”
Next year will bring new challenges for Diane and
the Conservatives: an election must be held in Canada
by October 2015.
“I expect it to be October,” Diane said.
Official campaigning won’t start until the
Governor-General drops the “writ” to start the race.
The past year has been “busy,” said Diane, who
holds a second cabinet post as minister for
southwestern Ontario.
She maintains an office in Kitchener that is staffed
by four people. When she goes there, she meets with
area mayors and businesses to seek out “their
priorities,” especially for “pre-budget consultations.”

Diver Mike Fletcher shares
tales from the deep
- adapted from an article by Katie Starr in the Norfolk News

Mike Fletcher likes facts.
“I don’t feel the need to embellish my story,” the
deep-sea diver from Port Ryerse said to a sold-out
crowd at the beginning of a talk at the Port Dover
Harbour Museum earlier this month.
“I’m fine with just sticking to the facts,” he said.
“There’s no greater story than one that’s supported
and backed up by facts.”
So here are a few facts about Mike Fletcher. One,
he’s a local boy through and through, born on a dairy
farm on the shores of Lake Erie in 1955.
Two, the self-described “farm boy from Canada with
a passion for shipwrecks” spent his childhood
dreaming about becoming a diver, pouring over
storybook illustrations of Robinson Crusoe and saving
up money from a summer picking cucumbers so he
could buy his first piece of dive equipment.
And the third fact is simply this – Mike Fletcher has
led an extraordinary life so far, a life that has taken
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Christ Church
exterior is clad with flush-boarding, which is wood
designed to imitate stone. To further the illusion,
builders dashed sand on the wet paint, giving the
wooden boards a gritty texture.
James said the church founders wanted to create
an imposing and aesthetically impressive structure
that didn’t put a financial strain on the young
congregation. Flush-boarding, he said, “was a good
way of building something impressive when you didn’t
have the funds to pay for things like actual stone.”
Victorian congregations were less taken with this
architectural trickery and modified many Regency-era
churches, which makes it even more remarkable that
aside from a new paint job, Christ Church remains
unchanged inside and out.
“It’s amazing the amount of people that you talk to
today that drive by or have been in the village for a
while and think that it is a stone church,” James said.
“But it isn’t until you get up to it or walk inside that
you realize that it’s all cut wood.”
That wood was cut on the property of parishioner
Joseph Tisdale, who owned land in Spooky Hollow,
near Normandale, and would load his large family onto
his lumber wagon each weekend and go to church.
Christ Church closed in 1976 because of dwindling
numbers that reflected the village’s overall population
decline. But a small group of trustees took it upon
themselves to ensure that even without a regular
congregation, the church would remain a functioning
sacred space. The semiannual services, like the one
held this fall on September 28, are needed to maintain
Christ Church’s status as a “chapel at ease” in the
eyes of the Anglican diocese of Huron.
It is important to remain associated with the
diocese rather than have the church become a
historically significant secular structure so that there
is still a minister attached to the parish and the
church can host sacraments throughout the year,
James said.
There are also endowments left by former

It was discovering the doomed passenger ship Atlantic
that shot Mike Fletcher to diving fame.
Mike was happy to talk about Atlantic and the
bitter, years-long court case he was involved in over
who owned the legal rights to the wreck, but focused
more on the lessons he learned from that experience.
Looking back on his life so far, the biggest takeaway
for Mike has been the power of having someone believe
in him.
“So much of the things in my life happened because
someone believed in me, saw value in me,” he said.
“That’s what gave me the courage to pursue my
passion, to make my dreams happen. And that’s what
I want to impress on people, especially young people.”

Christ Church
-adapted from an article by J.P. Antonacci in the Norfolk News

It stands as a reminder of a bygone era, and a living
symbol of an enduring community of faith.
Weekly services haven’t been held at Christ Church
for almost 40 years, but one Sunday every spring and
fall, Anglicans from around the county come to Vittoria
to worship inside a chapel that is truly one of a kind.
“We all recognize the historical importance of the
building. Even though there are two services a year,
it’s still quite meaningful in the sense that Vittoria has
such a historical presence within Norfolk’s overall
history,” says nJames Christison, one of a handful of
trustees that serve as the guardians of Christ Church.
Construction of the church was completed in 1844,
and it still looks almost exactly like it did when it first
opened its doors 170 years ago.
“It is architecturally of importance because of its
style and the period that it’s in,” said James,
explaining that Christ Church is the last surviving
church in the province built based on Regency design,
and of note nationwide as the only well-preserved
example of that style dating from the 1840s.
“It survived the Victorian craze of making things
gothic,” he said.
The church boasts original glazed windows,
cabinetry, doors and pews, along with exterior walls
that are not what they seem.
Using a style popular at the time, the church’s
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W.I. Donation; and Mountain Bike Event
The Vittoria Women’s Institute raises funds for
several causes in our community with things like
catering for the Lions/Lioness Clubs, birthdays,
funerals and an annual Bake, Book and Plant sale.
Foundation Director of Development Julie Powell
expressed gratitude to the Institute: “NGH would not
be able to go forward with the high level of technology
and services for better care if it were not for the
generous support of groups like the Vittoria Women’s
Institute. Thank you for your continued giving.”

parishioners and donations to the building’s upkeep
that hinge on the church retaining its spiritual
function, he added.
This year’s fall service, which was attended by
about 30 people and included a performance by a
quartet from the Gentlemen of Harmony, was also a
fundraiser.
“Given the wood structure, weather is the enemy,”
James said. “The church is currently in desperate
need of exterior painting, which all funds are going
towards.”
Spectators making their first visit are usually awed
by the space, he said. “Everybody’s amazed at how
beautiful it is. It’s very simple and plain, but it
certainly does the job of projecting its history.”
Sitting on the site of Vittoria’s original courthouse
and near the “lovingly restored” town hall, the
even-older Baptist church and several private homes
dating from the 19th-century, James said Christ
Church forms an integral part of the village’s treasured
heritage core.
“It fits within a wider perspective of Vittoria’s
history,” he said.
To arrange a tour of Christ Church, contact James
Christison at christisonl939@hotmail.com.

Break out the Bikes
-adapted from an article by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub Magazine

The Fall Ripper Mountain Bike Event hosted by the
Turkey Point Mountain Bike Club (TPMBC) out at Long
Point Eco-Adventures cranked it up this year! They
added a second day of trail riding along with an
assortment of vendors and food provided by the
Simcoe Lions. This was the fourth year for the event
and each day provided bikers with guided rides on
trails matching the skill level of the rider. There was a
beginner group, intermediate and advanced ...
something for every one of all ages and capabilities.
Having attended the event in the past, I have to tell
you it is amazing to see the strong growth of the club.
The group’s dedication to trail maintenance and trail
development along with educating the public on riding
and safety is exciting.
Well, here is what it says on the club’s website,
www.tpmbc.com: ‘Mountain bikers dedicated to the

Vittoria Women’s Institute
donates $1000 to the NGH
The Vittoria Women’s Institute continues to show
their support for the Norfolk General Hospital.
Recently they presented the NGH with a cheque for
$1,000.
The money will be used for the hospital’s
Automated Drug Dispensing Cabinet campaign.
Heather Lawrence of the Institute says she
understands these units will help eliminate errors and
help the nursing staff with their job.

Vittoria Women’s Institute members (from left) Heather
Lawrence, Maureen Clements, Rosemary Stickl, and Marilyn
Davis presented a cheque to Norfolk General Hospital
Foundation Director of Development Julie Powell.
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Another Auction in the Works
trails at Turkey Point. With access to over 50 km of
single track TPMBC is committed to the preservation,
maintenance and development of mountain biking in
the Turkey Point area. TPMBC was formed in 2011 by
a group of local enthusiasts that have been riding in
this area for 20 years. Through a partnership with the
local land managers, and following the knowledge base
developed by IMBA (International Mountain Bicycling
Association) we are working towards making Turkey
Point a destination mountain bike area.’
That says it all!
I chatted with club president Matt Palermo who
explained that with the Jazz Festival at the Burning
Kiln Winery going on, and the Mushroom Foray as
well, the whole weekend had something for everyone to
do. Matt commented on how folks are always amazed
when they see the countless great trails, the Long
Point Eco-Adventures facilities, plus the winery! It
helps make riding in Norfolk a destination they want
to return to.
I mentioned to Matt how great the new signs/maps
on the trails were. He agreed saying they help the
bikers find the trails they want and see the many
connections to other trails as well.
All in all, another great event! If you would like
more information on the club, check out the website at
www.tpmbc.com

receiving many more remarkable items, in a wide
spectrum of price ranges. There are no reserve bids on
the auction items, and everything is sold to the highest
bidder. The items donated traditionally include
Antiques; Art; Carvings; new Clothing; Collectables;
Food; Gift Certificates; Handicrafts; Historical
Memorabilia; Household items; Metalworks; Services;
Special Interest; Sports; Woodcrafts; the notorious
“MAFIA Mystery Box” donated by the Vittoria MAFIA;
and other miscellaneous items of interest.
There are usually at least 75 Live Auction items,
100 Silent Auction items, and 100 Draw or Door prizes
available.
Thanks to the remarkable ongoing generosity of our
contributors, our dedicated volunteers and our loyal
and enthusiastic bidders, the event has, over the years
raised more than half a million dollars which has been
spent locally on health, education, heritage,
community service, youth and seniors projects and
programs, and other charitable activities.
The schedule for Auction Day is as follows: Mingling
and viewing of auction, raffle and door prize items
from 4:00 pm; Spaghetti Dinner at 5:30 pm; Auction
Action at 6:45 pm (Live Auction, Silent Auction, Raffles
and Door Prizes).
All profits will be distributed to worthy and
deserving charitable activities within our community.
Your generous bids and cheerful support of our draws
and raffles allows us to continue to deliver these very
important services and programs where they are most
needed.
Since its creation in 1997, The Vittoria & District
Foundation (V&DF), often assisted by its Vittoria
service club partners in “The Magnificent Seven” (the
Thompson Memorial Park Committee, the Vittoria
Firefighters Association, the Vittoria Lamport Club, the
Vittoria Lioness, the Vittoria Lions Club, and the
Vittoria Women’s Institute) has raised and contributed
more than $600,000 to assist with a variety of
charitable projects which would enhance the quality of
life for residents of Vittoria and the surrounding
district. Our beneficiaries have included the following:
Norfolk County Facilities and programs (Vittoria Town
Hall; Vittoria & District Community Centre; Port Dover
Harbour Museum; Delhi Spray Park; Simcoe Soccer
Park, etc.); Norfolk General Hospital (Emergency Room
and Diagnostic Imaging Expansion, CT Scanner,
Digital Mammography Equipment, Critical Care
Ultrasound, etc.); Youth, Women’s and Seniors
projects; Scholarships and School Projects; and
miscellaneous other Charitable Activities (including
Heritage, Social, Cultural, Health and Environmental
projects, etc.). Please remember – anyone can donate –
even you!
Lyle Smith, our Auctioneer is efficient, effective and
entertaining. He has cheerfully donated his services for
17 previous auctions. Caterer Linda Ball and her team
provide and prepare the spaghetti, meatballs, salads,
and garlic bread for the dinner, not to mention the

V&DF Spaghetti Dinner &
Auction 2015
The Boosters Committee of The Vittoria & District
Foundation is raring to go! On Saturday, March 21, we
will present our 19th Annual World-Famous Spaghetti
Dinner & Auction at the Vittoria & District Community
Centre. This Dinner and Auction has earned a
well-deserved reputation as a “fun” and entertaining
social event as well as a most successful fundraiser for
this registered charity.
We already have several nice auction items
committed, including a nVic Gibbons original painting
and a number of Vic Gibbons prints. We anticipate

This Vic Gibbons original will be sold to the highest bidder.
It has been appraised at $4,500.
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Potpourri
‘to-die-for’ desserts. Wine and Sparkling Cider are
placed on the tables. Our 60-70 volunteers will do
their best to ensure you have an unforgettable,
enjoyable, fun experience. Incidentally, our executive
members and volunteers also purchase their own
tickets for this outstanding event.
You must have a ticket to attend, eat and bid at this
Auction. Tickets are not available at the door. Every
year so far, we have sold out. At this writing, there are
a very limited number of tickets available. Tickets are
$25 each. Your ticket stub provides your Auction
Bidder Registration information, so all bidders are
pre-registered. Therefore, tickets are not transferable.
For the first time ever, we will probably advertise
our Auction this year. To avoid disappointment, please
contact your usual ticket supplier early. If you don’t
have a ticket supplier, or to inquire about tickets, or
for more information, please call nGinger at
519-426-0849.
If you have an item you wish to donate to the
Auction or Raffle, please use the enclosed form, or
contact nTom at 519-420-9620 or nRoger at
519-426-0234.
IF YOU BUY A TICKET TO THE SPAGHETTI
DINNER & AUCTION, AND FIND YOU CANNOT USE
IT, PLEASE DO NOT TRANSFER IT TO SOMEONE
ELSE. CONTACT THE FOUNDATION MEMBER YOU
PURCHASED THE TICKET FROM. IF YOU DO IT
SOON ENOUGH, YOU MAY RECEIVE A REFUND.

NO ONE BUT A SCOTSMAN - A SCOTTISH LOVE STORY
Many years ago, a young Scottish lad named nJohn
Donaldson and his lassie nCharlotte were sitting on a
low stone wall, holding hands, gazing out over the loch.
For several minutes they sat silently. Then finally
Charlotte looked at John and said, “A penny for your
thoughts, John.”
“Well, uh, I was thinkin’ ... perhaps it’s aboot time for
a wee kiss.”
Charlotte blushed, then leaned over and kissed him
lightly on the cheek.
Then he blushed. The two turned once again to gaze
out over the loch.
Minutes passed and Charlotte spoke again. “Another
penny for your thoughts, John?”
“Well, uh, I was thinkin’ perhaps it’s noo aboot time
for a wee cuddle.” Charlotte blushed, then leaned over
and cuddled John for a few seconds. Then he blushed.
And the two turned once again to gaze out over the
loch. After a while, she again said, “Another penny for
your thoughts, John.”
“Well, uh, I was thinkin’ perhaps it’s aboot time you
let me put my hand on your leg.” Charlotte blushed,
then took his hand and put it on her knee. Then he
blushed.
Then the two turned once again to gaze out over the
loch before Charlotte spoke again. “Another penny for
your thoughts, John.”
John glanced down with a furled brow. “Well, noo,”
he said, ‘my thoughts are a wee bit more serious this
time.’
“Really?” said Charlotte in a whisper, filled with
anticipation.
“Aye,” said John, nodding.
Charlotte looked away in shyness, began to blush,
and bit her lip in anticipation of the ultimate request.
Then he said, “Dae ye nae think it’s aboot time ye
paid me the first three pennies?”

SOME DIFFERENCES BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN
• Women have more imagination than men. They
need it to tell men how wonderful they are.
• Women have a number of faults. Men have only two
– everything they say and everything they do.
PLEASE STAND UP!
• A successful man is one who makes more money
One Sunday about 55 years ago, the minister at
than his wife can spend. A successful woman is one
Woodhouse United Church was preoccupied with
who can find such a man.
thoughts of how he was going to ask the congregation
• Men wake up as good-looking as they went to bed.
to come up with more money than they were expecting
Women somehow deteriorate during the night.
for repairs to the church building.
• A man is a person who will pay $2 for a $1 item he
Therefore, he was annoyed to find that the regular
wants. A woman, however, will pay $1 for a $2 item that
organist was sick and young nPat Tiller, a substitute
she doesn’t want.
had been brought in at the last minute. Pat wanted to
• Diamonds are a girl’s best friend. Dogs are a man’s
know what hymns to play.
best friend. Now you know which sex is smarter.
“Here’s a copy of the service,” the minister said
• A woman marries a man expecting he will change,
impatiently. “But, you’ll have to think of something to
but he doesn’t. A man marries a woman expecting that
play after I make the announcement about the finances.”
she won’t change and she does.
During the service, the minister paused and said,
• A woman worries about the future until she gets a
“Brothers and Sisters, we are in great difficulty; the roof
husband, while a man never worries about the future
repairs cost twice as much as we expected and we need
until he gets a wife.
$4,000 more. Any of you who can pledge $100 or more,
• There are two times when a man doesn’t understand
please stand up.”
a woman – before marriage and after marriage.
At that moment, Pat began to play “O Canada”.
• Only two things are necessary for a man to do to
And that is how Pat the substitute, became Pat the
keep his wife happy. One is to let her think she is having
regular organist at Woodhouse United!
her own way, and the other is to let her have it.
• Married men live longer than single men, but
V&DF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
married men are a lot more willing to die.
• Any married man should forget his mistakes – it’s
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 5, 2015
no use two people remembering the same thing.
• A woman has the last word in any argument.
AT 7:00 PM AT THE VDCC
Anything a man says after that is the beginning of a new
argument.
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Smile, You’re on Candid Camera!

John Smith began his tenure as president of the Hugh Allan
Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion in June of this year,
having joined five years ago. He grew up in Vittoria and
attended Port Dover Composite School. He enlisted in the
Canadian armed forces directly after high school and served
for 32 years, being promoted to the rank of Sergeant. He has
served in Cypress, Germany, Yugoslavia and was on
security for the 1976 Olympic Games in the Kingston area.
(photo from Port Dover Maple Leaf)

Among the exhibitors and vendors at the Norfolk Hospital
Nursing Home’s annual Christmas Bazaar and bake sale
was Art McCall of Vittoria, who works primarily in acrylic
paint. Aside from being a talented painter, Art shares his
skill on a regular basis with NHNH residents
in the home’s activity room.
(photo by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe Reformer)

Proceeds from the Bickle Brunch held at the Vittoria &
District Community Centre were donated to Camp Trillium.
Station 2 District Chief Gary Spragg, Vittoria Firefrighters
Association President Josh Lightheart and Station 10 District
Chief Brian Stackhouse presented the $4,500 donation at
the Vittoria fire hall to Annaleise Carr and Carrie Arnold,
manager of special events with Camp Trillium.
(photo by Sarah Doktor in the Simcoe Reformer)

PARENTS AND CHILDREN
A woman knows all about her children.
She knows about dentist appointments and
hockey or soccer games, best friends, favorite
foods, secret fears and hopes and dreams.
A man is vaguely aware of some
short people living in the house.

Robert M. Simon Construction Ltd. was awarded the
contract to convert the sand hill to the south of the Vittoria &
District Community Centre into a stone-covered parking lot,
creating about 90 new parking spaces for the VDCC and
Thompson Memorial Park.
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Wrapping it up, and Coming Events
Wrapping it up!

COMING EVENTS

We have been known to occasionally make mistakes. As
time goes by, we seem to do that more and more often. We
apologize for all errors and omissions.
Items in this newsletter are often excerpted or adapted from
the local newspapers (Simcoe Reformer, Norfolk Hub, Port
Dover Maple Leaf, Times-Reformer) and other publications,
and we thank them and their writers.
Thank you to all contributors of photos, articles and other
materials, as well as proofreading services – Erika Aelterman,
J.P. Antonacci, Burning Kiln Winery, Annaleise Carr’s
website, Eddie Chau, nTwila Cruickshank, Sarah Doktor,
nJohn Donaldson, nDon Fort, Mark Ghesquiere, David
Judd, Donna MacMillan, Stan Morris, Jean Mottashed,
Daniel R. Pearce, Dave Scott, Darryl Smart, Monte
Sonnenberg, Katie Starr, nLinda Vancso, Heather Walters,
nFrances Winter; The Hockey Hall of Fame website, Los
Angeles Kings website, The Norfolk Hub Magazine, The
Norfolk News, The Port Dover Maple Leaf, The Simcoe
Reformer, The Times-Reformer, the Wikipedia website, and
the worldwide web.
Thank you to nJohn and nCharlotte Donaldson for
stuffing and labelling the envelopes containing the newsletters,
and for distributing a number of them. Thanks also to
Sheelagh McFarlane for stamping and mailing the Vittoria
Booster envelopes.
Anyone who wishes to contribute an article for the next
Vittoria Booster, please contact Roger. All contributed
items welcome, including Letters to the Editor!

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL EVENTS ARE AT THE
VDCC (VITTORIA & DISTRICT COMMUNITY CENTRE)
35 OAKES BLVD.
Thurs. Feb. 5 VITTORIA & DISTRICT FOUNDATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ~ 7:00 pm.
Contact Roger at 519-426-0234.
Sat. Mar. 21 VITTORIA & DISTRICT FOUNDATION
ANNUAL Spaghetti Dinner & Auction. $25
per person. Advance Tickets only. Contact
Ginger at 519-426-0849.
Sat. March 28 VITTORIA LAMPORT SENIORS CLUB BAKE
SALE at the Town Hall ~ Tea Room. 11 am –
1:30 pm. Contact John at 519-426-8583.
Sat. Apr. 18 VITTORIA LIONS CLUB WING DING (Chicken
Wing Dinner & Dance) ~ Contact Jim at
519-428-0783.
Sat. Apr. 25 VITTORIA FIREFIGHTERS STEAK BBQ ~
Contact Josh at 519-426-9104.
Sun. June 7 CHRIST CHURCH ANGLICAN SPRING
SERVICE ~ 3:00 PM. Lamport Street, Vittoria,
Ontario. Refreshments to follow at the Town
Hall. Contact James at 519-429-9511.
Sun. June 14 VITTORIA BAPTIST CHURCH CEMETERY
DECORATION DAY ~ 3:00 PM. Old Brock St.,
Vittoria. Contact Marian at 519-426-0505.
Sat. June 20 GREAT VITTORIA-WIDE YARD SALE ~ All
Around The Village, Starts at 8:00 am. Bake
Sales, Book & Plant Sales, Refreshments
available, Oldtimers Ball Tournament, etc.
Wed. June 17 VITTORIA LIONS CHICKEN BBQ ~ Doors
Open At 5:00 pm. Dinner 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm.
Contact Jim at 519-428-0783.

The Vittoria & District Foundation
P.O. Box 45 Vittoria, Ontario N0E 1W0
519-426-0234
godfather@kwic.com

Important Message From
The V&DF Executive
The Executive members of The Vittoria & District Foundation are
all unpaid volunteers, including
Chairman – nGary Cooper
Treasurer – nBrenda Cooper
Secretary – nRoger Cruickshank
Assistant Secretary – nTracy Haskett
Chair of the Boosters Committee – nTom Haskett
Chair of the Heritage Committee – nDon Fort
Chair of the Membership Committee – nJohn Donaldson
Website Co-ordinator – nMelynda Norman Lee

REGULAR MONTHLY ACTIVITIES
(Some organizations cancel summer and December meetings.
Please check with the Organization)
LAMPORT CLUB EXECUTIVE
2ND THURSDAY – 2 pm (in Town Hall)
LAMPORT CLUB POTLUCK
4TH THURSDAY – 6:30 pm (in Town Hall)
LIONESS CLUB
2ND WEDNESDAY – 7 pm (in VDCC)
LIONS CLUB
1ST and 3RD WEDNESDAYS – 7 pm (in VDCC)
UNITED CHURCH WOMEN
1ST TUESDAY – 7:30 pm (in Sunday School room)
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
2ND WEDNESDAY – 1 pm (in Town Hall)

Conveners and helpers at the Spaghetti Dinner & Auction are also
unpaid volunteers, as are those who assist at the Ontario Volunteer
Service Awards ceremonies.
Their workloads vary, but some work hundreds of hours each year
to keep the Foundation moving forward.
We have three simple requests that all members can help with, to
simplify the work for these volunteers.
1.

One way is to fill out and return your own membership application
forms, including whether or not an Income Tax receipt is needed.
This has to be done for the ‘paper trail’ required. Thankfully,
almost all members already do this. Receipts for membership will
be provided only if requested.

2.

The Auditors have also suggested that we ask all members to
renew by cheque, or by credit or debit card, rather than cash, if
possible. This too, will provide that easy-to-follow ‘paper trail’ the
Auditors need.

3.

When contributing one or more items to our Auction, please
complete the Auction Contribution form giving a realistic
estimated value for each item and tell us whether or not you need
a receipt, and whose name and address goes on it. Nearly all
contributors did that this year and it was really very helpful.

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
The Vittoria & District Foundation always welcomes new
members. Membership dues are $20 per person per year.
Members do not have to attend any meetings, but they may,
if they wish, volunteer to help out at our fundraising events
(one or two a year). The V&DF is a registered charity
created to provide facilities and programs to improve the
quality of life for residents in and around Vittoria.
Since it’s inception in 1997, the V&DF and its partners in
the “Magnificent Seven” have raised and contributed
more than $600,000 to a variety of worthwhile
community projects within a 5-mile radius of the village.
To become a member, please contact
nJohn Donaldson at 519-426-8583.
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