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Milestone Birthdays Celebrated
nWillie Moore, 75 on January 7
nAda Stenclik, 100 on January 10
nRoss Broughton, 85 on January 25
nEvelyn Oakes, 85 on January 31
nBetty Goode 80, on February 25
nHoward Goode, 80 on March 8
nStan Voigt, 85 on March 15
Irene Nicoll, 95 on March 31
Vera Overbaugh, 90 on April 17
Mary Culliford, 90 on April 24
Donna Healey, 80 on April 29
nBruce McCann, 75 on May 25
nDoug Gundry, 80 on May 29
nMarie Wippel, 75 on June 19
nOni MacLachlan, 80 on June 26
nGary Cooper, 75 on June 28
nJim Cruise, 90 on June 29
nJune Miller, 80 on June 30

In Memoriam
Howard John (Jack) King, æ 60, on January 18
R. Claire “Doc” Church, æ 60, on January 24
Nancy (Horne) Burcsik, æ 80, on February 5
David Ross Lane, æ 44, on February 9
Clara Elizabeth (Dury) Good, æ 75, on February 11
Stewart Morley Stanley, æ 77, on February 16
Bessie Elizabeth (McWilliams) Bell, æ 92, on February 17
Jerry Kozicki, on February 18
nMarion Lockhart, æ 102, on February 28
nAda Erie (Hill) Stenclik, æ 100, on March 12
Dorothy Elizabeth “Betty” (Marr) Thompkins, æ 73, on
March 15
nRaymond Elmer Waldick, æ 85, on March 16
Mary (Haskett) Sommers æ 90, on March 29
Joseph Lloyd “Joe” Heggie, æ 87, on March 21
Sylvenus James “Syl” Culver, æ 78, on March 29
Brian Lewis Mayhew, æ 64, on March 30
A. Paul Hudson, æ 78, on April 4
Beverly Elizabeth (Goulder) McLeod, æ 55, on May 1
John “Jack” Smith, æ 75, on May 3
Albert John Zihal, æ 83, on May 5
Donna Eileen Healey, æ 80, on May 8
Roxena Wilson, æ 71, on May 9
David Merlin Jackson, æ 73, on May 21
Sharon Lynne Marini, æ 72, on June 21
Ina Lenora Donnell, æ 77, on June 25

60 Plus Club
nLaura Snow, 98 on January 17
Pauline Cole, 93 on March 16
Annie Racz, 92 on April 14
Minnie Cullimore, 97 on April 19
nLenore Tupper, 92 on April 30
nBetty Bosma, 92 on May 12
The “In Memoriams”, “Milestone Birthdays and
Anniversaries”, and articles we normally publish in
each Summer Booster are those which occurred
from January 1 to June 30. The Winter Booster
usually covers the second half of the year.

Milestone Anniversaries Celebrated
Connie and Marvin Rutherford, 50th on January 16
Eleanor and nRoger Vermeulen, 50th on February 12
nRuth and nJohn Clayton, 60th on May 14
nRose and nFred Ludwig, 55th on May 14
Gloria and Don Dutton, 65th on May 24

V&DF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 4, 2016
AT 7:00 PM AT THE VDCC

60 Plus Club
nFaye and nNeal Snow, 63rd on June 7
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Thanks to all of these Generous Auction Contributors
Aitken Chevrolet Buick GMC
nLarry and nBrenda Assel
nAlex Banyasz
nPat Barker
Barrel Restaurant
nPaul and Cindy Beischlag
nRon and nMarian Bezzo
Donna Booker
nPeter Bosma
nMary Brown
Burning Kiln Winery and Restaurant
Capital Equipment Rentals
Capstan Fabricators
The Catherwood and the Kiln
nMary Caughill
nDoug and nTine Chadwick
nJackie Chadwick
Cherwaty's Service Station – nDon and
nTeresa Wittig
Christien's Grill House
nJames Christison
Ernie Church
The Cider Keg – nTom and nJoan
Haskett and nCheryl Peck
Clark's Pharmasave
nJohn and nRuth Clayton
Susan Collver
nHelen Colombus
nBrenda Cooper
Cottage North Soapworks
Pat Courtnage
nMaebelle Cruickshank
nRoger A. Cruickshank
nTwila and nRoger Cruickshank
nKaren Culver
nGeorge and nSusan Davidson
Sante DeCarolis Farms
nCharlotte Donaldson
nVirginia Drayson
Debbie Dumais
nDoris and nStacy Dutton
Erie Beach Hotel
Keith Everett
Fred Gammage
Liz Gammage
Garden Restaurant
nSandy Gedye
nVic and nLenore Gibbons

Shirley Gibbons
Good Redden Klosler
Gram's Pantry – nEd and nTerri
Stenclik
Granny's Best Strawberry Products –
nTom Haskett and nGary Cooper
nVicki Harris
nMichael T. Haskett
Jan and Jeremy Hayes
Haywood Automotive
Janet and Gary Hepburn
nJohn and nLinda Hofgraff
Lanny Horne
nKeith and nJoan Johnstone
nJean Karges
Kal Tire/Freeman's Service Centre Ltd
Kernal Peanuts – nNancy Racz
nArmin O. Kunkel
nRegina Lambert
Allan Leighton and Ken Heamon
nRose and nFred Ludwig
nCharlie and nDiane Luke
nJohn Wm. Luke
nM&M Meat Shops
nMarion Macaulay
Cheryl MacDonald
R.E. Mann Brokers Ltd. – nBrad Smith
Marlin Travel – nKate Stratford
nGail Marr
Arthur Martin
nLouise and nBruce McCann
nCalvin McDougall
nMike McGuire
McKee Sport & Garden
McKiee & Farrar Limited – nBrad Smith
nJim Melville
nJune Miller
Elizabeth Barrett Milner
Marg and Walt Miskelly
The Mitt And Robe Company
Mike's No Frills
Norfolk Agricultural Society
Norfolk Auto Parts
nNorfolk County Tourism
Norfolk Office Supply – Anne Coleman
Norfolk Tractor Ltd.
North Waterloo Farmers Mutual
Insurance Company

Normandale Century Inn
Jim Oliver
nRose and Bill Pettit
Heather Pond
nKen and nLois Porteous
Mary Lou Pratt
Premier Equipment
Raging Bowl Pottery – Melissa Schooley
nRandy Pressey
nNancy Racz, nGinger Stanley and
nTerry Anderson
Rambling Road Brewery
Regional Auto Glass
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 79
Schofield's Bistro
nMarion Sherman
nJim Simmons
S.M.B. Antiques and Collectibles –
Sandra Brown
nClair Smith
Speedy Glass
nLarry and nGinger Stanley
nAda Stenclik
nRosemary Stickl
Strawberry Tyme Farms – nJohn and
nGary Cooper
Suntan Restaurant – nDick and nMabel
Assel
Sweet Pea CSA
Turkey Point Hotel – nDick and nMabel
Assel
Tri-County Insurance Brokers Ltd. –
nBrad Smith
Vittoria Lamport Club
Vittoria Lions and Lioness
The Vittoria MAFIA
Vittoria Women's Institute
nLinda Vancso
Vandenbussche Irrigation & Equipment
Ltd.
The family of nRay Waldick
nJudy Walters
Helen Watt
Karl and Marie Weselan
Bernie Wesseling
nMadaline Wilson
nMarie Wippel
Helen Young

... and Thanks to all of our Wonderful 2015 Volunteers
nTerri Anderson
Madisyn Berg
Susan Berg
nRon Bezzo
Carrie Butler
Cohen Butler
Douglas Butler
nMary Caughill
Betty Marie Chadwick
Chayse Chadwick
nJackie Chadwick
nTine Chadwick
nJames Christison
nEleanor Cole
nWalter Cole
nHelen Colombus

nBrenda Cooper
Dalton Cooper
nGary Cooper
Mason Cooper
Meg Cooper
Lucas Crandall
Michele Crandall
nRoger Cruickshank
nTwila Cruickshank
nRay Danley
nGeorge Davidson
nSusan Davidson
nJohn Donaldson
nSusan Drayson
nVirginia Drayson
nDon Fort

Raya Gaudette
Tara Gaudette
nSandy Gedye
Drew Grummett
Clio Hanson
Brianna Harriott
Chris Harriott
nKaren Harriott
Matthew Harriott
Michelle Harriott
nTom Haskett
nTracy Haskett
Andrew Haydt
Eric Haydt
nJoe Keller
Kevin Keller
Nikita Keller
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nAnn Koluk
Arden Koptik
Claire Laevens
Randy Lambert
nRegina Lambert
nHeather Lawrence
nDiane Luke
Sheelagh McFarlane
Mitch McGuire
nJim Melville
Sheila Miller
nJoan Norman
nMelynda
Norman-Lee
nPhyllis Pollet
nErnie Racz

nNancy Racz
Chuck Sherman
nMarion Sherman
nJoanne Smith
Lyle Smith
Tom Smith
nGinger Stanley
nLarry Stanley
nRosemary Stickl
nJim Tiller
nLinda Vancso
Keely Walsh
Eric Walters
nJudy Walters
Rachelle Walters
nMarie Wippel

Memories
patients and their parents over the years.
Ruth enjoyed her nursing colleagues both at and
away from work and often opened her home to staff
and their children for toboggan parties and many other
occasions. Ruth continued her friendship with staff
over the years as a member of the NGH Quarter
Century Club and through regular, informal
get-togethers with former Pediatric staff members.
In her spare time, Ruth loved gardening, travelling
with Howie and spending time with family. Daughter
Diane recalls her Mother’s love of painting, both oil
and watercolors and the pictures she painted to give to
family members.
Ruth lived life to the fullest, always wearing a smile
and taking time to catch-up with friends.
A Celebration of Life was held for Ruth at the
Green’s of Renton with hundreds of her friends
attending, a touching testimonial to her enduring
friendship and love for so many.
Her family, in the page dedication to their Mother in
the NGH “Memories of Caring”, aptly describe their
appreciation as follows:
“To our Mother Ruth Martin who managed to love
and care for us while dedicating 25 years as Head
Nurse to NGH ... Thanks Mom, Your Children”.
Indeed a fitting tribute to a special Mother.

Ruth Forrest contributed by Mary Caughill

Ruth Genevieve Glover
Forrest, former resident of
the Vittoria area and
supporter of the Vittoria
Baptist Church, passed
away September 21, 2014
at the Stratford General
Hospital at the age of 84
after a brave battle with
cancer. She was born in
Strathroy but came to live
at Lot19 Concession 4,
the home Forrest farm,
after her marriage in
1955 to Frederick Forrest.
She had trained as a RN at St Thomas General
Hospital and while in Vittoria, she worked as a nurse
providing “special” nursing care when needed. She and
Fred moved to a larger dairy farm in the Aylmer area
about 1960 and ultimately to another dairy farm in the
Perth area. She became a widow in 1980 when Fred
died after a short illness and at that time, returned to
nursing at a Nursing Home in Stratford until her
retirement. Over the years, her support of the Vittoria
community continued as she stayed in touch with
acquaintances and family. She made the trek many
years to celebrate the anniversary of the Vittoria
Baptist Church and the decoration service at the
cemetery. She leaves behind many friends and family
who miss her.

Raymond (Skeeter) Waldick
- contributed by Linda Vancso

Long time Vittoria district resident, nRay Waldick
passed away March 16, just one day before his 86th
birthday, after a devastating, but thankfully, brief
illness.
Ray was the son of Lillian and Tom Waldick, grew
up on the First Concession of Charlotteville and
attended the Vittoria Public School.
Ray was predeceased by his dear wife Barbara
(2011), siblings Jean, Wally and Ken, and was the
loving father of Joyce (Peter) VanPaassen, Tom
(Tammy), Russell (Tanya) and Michael (Crystal). He is
also survived by grandchildren and sisters nRuth
(nJohn) Clayton, Ethel Cox and brother Gordon
Waldick.
Ray drove truck for many years for Harold Pepper &
Sons, and was later employed at Canvil.
Ray was a dedicated hobby farmer, tending his
garden, raising chickens and providing his friends and
neighbours with an endless supply of vegetables and
eggs.
He enjoyed long, daily walks with his beloved dog
Emma, that were very special as his failing eyesight
would not permit him to drive his car or ride his
bicycle. Ray also loved to visit and had a great memory
of local history according to his sister Ruth, who along
with her husband John took Ray for weekly rides and
dinner outings.
Friend nMarion Sherman recalls Ray’s long
membership in the Vittoria Lamport Club where he
often advocated giving funds to those in need.

Ruth (Gundry) Forbes Martin
- contributed by Linda Vancso

Peacefully, after a brief
illness, nRuth Martin
passed away in her 85th
year. Ruth was
predeceased by her
parents Walter and Vera
Gundry and husbands
John Forbes and Howard
Martin.
Ruth is survived by her
children Suzanne (Peter)
Moffat, Diane (Ron)
Juhasz, Phil (Janine) Forbes, Bill (Kate) Martin,
Katherine (Joe) Segato, Patricia (Les) Vinocai and
Brenda Richards, her brother Wray (Kathryn) and
children. She will be missed by many grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews.
Ruth graduated from St. Joseph’s School of Nursing
in Hamilton and worked for more than 25 years at
Norfolk General Hospital. Ruth was Head Nurse of the
Pediatric Department and managed many changes in
that area with cheerfulness and optimism. Ruth’s calm
and reassuring manner was valued by her young
-3-

Agricultural Hall of Fame Inaugural Inductees
afternoon,” Norfolk Mayor
nCharlie Luke told the
crowd. “A hall of fame
recognizing significant
contributions to
agriculture in Norfolk is
long overdue.”
Arthur Loughton
became well-known
within the farming
community as the
long-serving director of
the agricultural research
station east of Simcoe.
Arthur was in charge of
the facility from 1975
until his retirement in 1996.
Arthur distinguished himself as an expert
researcher into rhubarb and cole crops such as
broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower and brussel sprouts.
Soon after emigrating to Ontario from his native
England in 1967, Arthur introduced the seedless
English cucumber to the provincial market. It has
been a runaway success. Arthur’s work on cole crops
was so significant that a variety of cabbage has been
named in his honour.
During Sunday’s ceremony, Arthur’s son Graham,
of Toronto, spoke of his father’s humble beginnings on
a 15-acre farm near Cambridge, England.
When Arthur was born in 1931, the family farm had
no utilities, no running water and no tractor. Horse
teams were still in use and hard physical labour was
the order of the day.
Education was not a tradition in the Loughton
family. However, Arthur was a gifted student with a
flare for math and science. He received a superb
education thanks to talent, hard work and
scholarships.
Despite his rise through the research ranks, Arthur
remained a farmer at heart.
“He always wanted to live some place where he
could hear a tractor going by,” his son said.
Richard Walker was unable to attend the event due
to illness. Niece Nancy Wardell of Simcoe tearfully
accepted Richard’s accolades on his behalf.
Richard is a past president of the Norfolk
Federation of Agriculture and a director of the
organization for 46 years. Along the way, the NFA
membership came to know Richard as an effective
recruiter, an advocate for agriculture, and a tireless
worker on behalf of the organization.
Many will remember Richard as the host of a
popular local radio program called Over the Fence.
Richard interviewed hundreds of knowledgeable people
during the 30 years the program aired, including
Arthur Loughton on several occasions. The NFA
nominated Richard Walker to the agricultural hall.
“The name ‘Richard Walker’ is synonymous with the
NFA,” federation president Bob Vogelzang of Waterford

Ray attended the Vittoria Baptist Church and for
many years he assisted his good friend nAlan Winter
with the weekly collection.
Ray was also an active member of the Vittoria &
District Foundation where he faithfully assisted with
the set-up for the annual Spaghetti Dinner and
Auction.
Friends and family will fondly remember Ray’s
pleasant smile, willing hands, readiness to help out
wherever needed and a big heart filled with love for his
family and friends (both human and furry).

Arthur Loughton recognized
for outstanding contributions
to farming
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

Norfolk County’s long-awaited Agricultural Hall of
Fame received its inaugural inductees on Sunday,
April 19, 2015.
Nearly 75 people gathered in the new wing of the
Waterford Heritage & Agricultural Museum for the
ceremony. They were there to celebrate the lives and
accomplishments of the late nArthur Loughton, of
Vittoria, and retired dairy farmer Richard Walker, 91,
of Simcoe.
“There is a little bit of history happening here this
-4-

Local Team Canada Vision Impaired Curlers 3-peat
said. “He has been an effective advocate for
agriculture. After 46 years with the NFA, we are
looking for his replacement. It is my opinion that his
shoes cannot be filled.”
Local MP Diane Finley and local MPP Toby Barrett
spoke highly of both men.
“Both of them had influence beyond the borders of
Norfolk County,” Diane Finley said.
Toby Barrett added that “Our area is truly better
because of the two of them.”
The induction ceremony included the presentation
of framed certificates and honourary medals. A light
lunch was served afterward.
Representing Team Canada, Simcoe's vision-impaired
curling team returned from Ottawa with their third national
championship. Pictured are: Mike Vrooman (second), Diane
Vrooman (guide), John Lotus (coach), Jim Simmons (skip),
Amelie Beauchamp-Grandmaitre (sweeper), Lucy Mortimer
(team sports psychologist), Donna Hawkins (third) and Gary
Saxon (lead). (Contributed Photo)
“We went up against some of the strongest teams in
the country,” added Jim Simmons.
In the first draw Team Canada defeated
Saskatchewan. In the next round Canada soundly
bested Nova Scotia.
Draws three through five were victories for the
Simcoe team — over Newfoundland, Manitoba and
Ontario — but the sixth and seven matches proved to
be challenging.
In Draw 6, Alberta defeated Canada in a hotly
competitive match while in Draw 7 Canada fell to
British Columbia.
“They both beat us soundly in round-robin,” said
John Lotus. “Then we turned around and beat them in
fair play in the playoffs.”
Bouncing back in the semifinals, Canada avenged
their loss over BC to advance to the championship
game against Alberta, a team that had defeated
Canada earlier in round-robin play.
In the championship game Canada ousted Alberta
9-5.
“Each year the teams get a little better,” John said.
“When they lose, they always figure out what to work
on for next year. Each team is pretty polished.”
As Team Canada predicted before heading to the
event, British Columbia and Ontario were formidable
challenges.
“Ontario was pretty tough. They had all those
players from Toronto,” John said. “We had an excellent
go with them. It was lots of fun for us, we always do
have fun.”
While the team left Ottawa with gold, the honours
didn’t stop there for the Simcoe curlers. Gary Saxon
was named first-team all star lead for the tournament
while Jim Simmons was named second-team all-star
skip.
Championship glory aside, the team enjoyed

Ruth Loughton of Vittoria, widow of the late Arthur Loughton,
checks out the exhibit in the Norfolk County Agricultural Hall
of Fame detailing his many accomplishments. Arthur
Loughton's agricultural legacy was celebrated Sunday, April
19, 2015 at the Waterford Heritage & Agricultural Museum.

Simcoe team three-peats as
champions
- adapted from an article by Eddie Chau in the Simcoe Reformer

It’s a trio of wins for Simcoe’s vision impaired
curling team.
For the third straight year, the team – representing
Team Canada – has captured the AMI Canadian Vision
Impaired Curling Championship.
From Feb. 1-7, the team – nJim Simmons (skip),
Gary Saxon (lead), Mike Vrooman (second), Donna
Hawkins (third), Amelie Beauchamp-Grandmaitre
(sweeper) and John Lotus (coach) – competed in seven
draws and two playoff matches to capture the national
championship at the 11th annual event.
“It was very exciting. There was a lot riding on our
shoulders,” said Donna Hawkins. “Every time there’s
stress out there. We do it for our club, for the town of
Simcoe, and it’s all about promoting blind sports. We
all had a great time.”
-5-

Annaleise; and MNR Proposal Challenges Common Sense
all the awards that I’ve received, I never thought in a
million years I would get any of them.”
Annaleise and her family will attend a Junior
Citizen of the Year ceremony in the spring. The teen is
excited to be paired with other difference makers
across the province.
“It’s amazing seeing all these kids, how determined
they are,” Annaleise explained.
Heather King, CEO of the Norfolk County Public
Library nominated Annaleise for the award. In her
application, Heather – who heads Annaleise’s
communication team – referred to Annaleise as “a
beautiful person inside and out.”
“We as a team are always looking to raise
Annaleise’s profile beyond Norfolk County because we
know what awesome things she does here,” Heather
explained. “I think it’s really important for her to be
recognized provincially, nationally and globally if at all
possible. It was not a difficult decision at all to work
on the application.”
The application includes Annaleise’s many
endeavours beyond swimming, an important aspect to
see the whole picture Heather noted.
“I think that is an important message to people of
all ages, that it doesn’t matter what skill you have, it’s
your willingness to share it with others and make their
life better,” Heather said. “That’s Annaleise’s whole
philosophy. She always says, “find what you love and
share it with others.” I think she’s a really great role
model for anyone, especially young people.”

catching up with old friends and even meeting new
ones such as Canadian women’s curling champion
Rachel Homan.
“It was great to meet her,” Jim said. “They had an
area set up and we all took photos with her. It was a
great experience.”

Annaleise Carr receives junior
citizen nod
- adapted from an article by Jacob Robinson in the Simcoe
Reformer

Annaleise Carr has once again been named a
finalist for Ontario Junior Citizen of the Year.
In 2012, the Walsh native was bestowed the honour
after becoming the youngest person to swim across
Lake Ontario, raising over $200,000 for Camp
Trillium.
Annaleise completed a Lake Erie crossing in 2014.
Since her first swim, the Holy Trinity Grade 11 student
has won a plethora of awards, attends speaking
engagements regularly and was even the subject of a
biography.
As the accolades continue to pile up, Annaleise
remains humble.
“It was really surprising,” Annaleise said. “Getting
nominated and receiving the award is really amazing –

MNR says Port Ryerse wind
farm might be good for rare
barn owls
- adapted from an article by David Judd in the Port Dover Maple
Leaf

The Ministry of Natural Resources thinks a wind
farm planned near Port Ryerse can be good for
endangered barn owls.
The ministry proposes to grant Boralex Inc. a
special permit allowing the energy company to
construct four industrial wind turbines on condition
that the project benefit the rare birds.
The ministry delayed the project’s development for
five months this winter while it investigated barn owl
sightings in Port Ryerse last summer.
On April 9, the MNR made public its proposal for a
special permit, the first of its kind in Ontario.
The public has until May 11 to comment before the
ministry makes its final decision about granting the
permit.
The provincial Endangered Species Act protects
barn owls.
Although the birds are common south of Lake Erie,
they are rare in Ontario.
The Port Ryerse sightings last summer were the
first in the province in about five years.

Annaleise Carr with her 2014 Ontario Junior Citizen of the
Year nomination certificate. Annaleise – a recipient in 2012
— is a finalist for the second time following her Lake Erie
Crossing.
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Down Memory Lane
Last week the tribunal kick-started the process
again, scheduling five days starting June 3 to hear the
appeal based on health concerns.
The appeal based on environmental concerns won’t
take place until after it’s known if Boralex has received
the special permit to benefit barn owls.
Because the permit will be the first of its kind in
Ontario, the MNR will carefully consider the public’s
comments.
The tribunal hopes to rule on the health and
environmental appeals by late August.
Mrs. Andrews urges tribunal officials to visit the
wind farm site to learn what the area looks like.
Nothing requires the tribunal to view in person the
sites discussed at hearings.
“It’s all done with numbers and GPS positions,”
Mrs. Andrews said.
Fighting the wind farm project is difficult, she said.
At hearings, the onus is on opponents to prove
Boralex has done something wrong.
That’s hard when the project involves thousands of
pages of documents.

Some wind farm opponents had hoped the owls’
presence might lead to a moratorium on the wind farm
project.
The special permit would end those hopes.
The permit would require the company to improve
circumstances for the owls, for example by increasing
the number of owls or by increasing their nesting or
hunting areas.
Among several ideas for Boralex, the MNR suggests
the company create a four-hectare (10-acre) protected
habitat for barn owls to forage, nest and roost.
Opponents are looking for owl or bird experts to
challenge granting the permit, Suzanne Andrews,
spokesperson for Port Ryerse residents opposed to the
wind farm, said in an interview.
A wind farm helping barn owls defies common
sense, she said.
Area wind farms already have affected local birds’
migration patterns, she said.
A pair of eagles nested near Port Ryerse last year
after wind turbines disturbed their former home.
And last fall, numbers of sandhill cranes and blue
herons unexpectedly appeared in Port Ryerse,
presumably because their migration patterns had
shifted.
The Ministry of Environment approved the Port
Ryerse Wind Farm project last August.
Four turbines are planned to be built in fields east
of Port Ryerse, south of Woolley and Gilbert roads and
north of cottages in Avalon Park overlooking Lake Erie.
Development is currently on hold while the
Environmental Review Tribunal hears two appeals
based on health and environmental concerns.
The hearing process took a break over the winter
while the MNR looked into the barn owl sightings.
The process was further delayed about a month
after Boralex found it had failed to notify 180 property
owners about the appeal hearings.
Boralex says it has now met the rules to notify
these property owners.

Writing therapeutic for V&DF
Secretary/Treasurer
- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer

When things went sideways for nBrenda Cooper
many years ago, she turned to writing for a sense of
relief.
What resulted was poem after poem: meditations
about loss, broken hearts, growing up on a farm, and
family relationships.
“When I was going through down times in life, I put
pen to paper and that’s how I got started,” said
Brenda, 51, who participated in a weekend’s authors
fair at Lakewood Elementary School in Port Dover.

Brenda Cooper of Simcoe promoted her book of Poetry,
Down Memory Lane, at the local authors fair in May at
Lakewood Elementary School in Port Dover. More than 20
writers attended the two-day event.
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Inducted into Ontario Colleges Athletic Hall of Fame
Fifteen years later, Brenda, a real estate appraiser
by day, has produced a book titled Down Memory
Lane. The cover features a photo of the long distinctive
treed driveway leading into her family farm near
Vittoria that is the inspiration for the title and much of
her material.
Her poems are philosophical in nature. She writes
about the importance of friends and reflects on a
fractious relationship with one of her brothers.
“I walked to the (school) bus every day back and
forth on that lane,” she recalled in an interview in her
Simcoe home. “I collected sap to make maple syrup
every year using these trees.”
Brenda joined about 20 other Norfolk County
authors, writers and poets, in a two-day celebration of
their works.
They set up at tables where they displayed their
work and mingled with the public.
It was a chance for book lovers to get to see what
local writers can do and meet authors first hand.
This weekend marked the sixth annual Authors’
Book Fair in Norfolk County.
The two-day event featured a variety of activities.
There were readings and presentations by local
authors. Port Dover resident Janet Hepburn, a
successful children’s author, gave a talk about how to
get started as a writer.
This year’s theme was gardening. The annual book
swap was expanded to include plants and garden
decor while master gardeners demonstrated planting
techniques.
There was a poetry slam at 3 p.m. on Saturday and
a special planting of poppies at 1 p.m. on Sunday in
honour of John McCrae, author of the poem In
Flanders Field.
The fair ended with the official launch on Sunday
afternoon of the annual Teens Write for Fun contest.
Brenda said she has sold about 50 copies of her
book. While she hopes to sell a few more on the
weekend, she is appearing at her first book fair for
other reasons, she said.
“I think basically it shows the public anybody can
do anything if you set your mind to it,” said Brenda.
The sixth annual Authors’ Book Fair was held at
Lakewood Elementary School and the Port Dover
branch of the Norfolk County Library (they are in the
same building).

of her 2013 induction into the Niagara College Knights
Hall of Fame.
And then Carrie received word that she will be part
of the Ontario Colleges Athletic Association Hall of
Fame Class of 2015.
“This was never on my radar,” she said
enthusiastically. “I couldn’t believe it. This is a
tremendous honour and something I can really
cherish.”
The OCAA Class of 2015 will see 35 former
student-athletes inducted into the conference Hall of
Fame, including three of Niagara College’s most
decorated intercollegiate alumni: Eliran Kikos (Men’s
Basketball), Heidi Bench (Women’s Volleyball), and
Carrie Stratford-Collver (Women’s Basketball).
“This is a fantastic week for over 35 of our most
decorated former student-athletes” Niagara College
acting vice-president of student affairs Rick Anderson
said. “These teams and individuals dedicated
themselves to representing Niagara College at the
highest level, and being inducted into a Hall of Fame
gives these alumni the recognition they truly deserve.
Congratulations to all members of the Niagara Knights
and OCAA Hall of Fame Class of 2015.”
For Carrie, it has been an opportunity to look back
and reminisce.
“Looking back it really was a great time,” Carrie
said. “It was all about basketball because at the house
I lived in, we played on either the men’s or women’s
team. We lived the game. If we weren’t at the gym, we
were watching game tape or playing basketball on
Xbox. We all bonded and most of us are still in
contact. Those are the relationships that make the
college experience so special.”
On the court, the former Delhi Raiders standout
was a beast. Carrie enjoyed an outstanding career with
500 total points and helped led the Knights to an
OCAA silver medal in 2003.
During her three seasons with the program, she
was awarded the Niagara College Rookie of the Year
Award, was selected as an OCAA all-star, was an
Academic All-Canadian recipient, and was a three-time

Carrie Stratford-Collver to be
inducted into OCAA Hall
- adapted from an article by Darryl Smart in the Norfolk News

When Carrie Stratford-Collver took to the basketball
court for the Niagara College Knights, she always had
a piece of Delhi with her. And as the 33-year-old looks
back at her career, Carrie never would have thought
she would be receiving the accolades that have come
her way.
“I was totally shocked when I was told,” Carrie said
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Lynn Valley Metal Artist
OCAA All-Academic.
While she honed her game at Niagara, it was built
in Delhi. She said none of it could have been possible
if it weren’t for the likes of Gary Mawhiney and Paul
Davidson, who were two of her biggest influences.
“Gary had us from Grade 7 to 13, and Paul was
there at high school,” Carrie said. “I call Gary dad. His
daughter Kristin and I are still close. We grew up
together.
“Gary has that drive and competitiveness,” she said.
“He made sure we played hard. There was always that
expectation. I always played and worked hard when I
was there because it was something that was taught to
us. That’s how you’re supposed to play.”
And being able to look back at it all outs a smile on
Carrie’s face.
“It’s a great feeling knowing you had an impact on
things,” Carrie said. “When I got to Niagara, I just
wanted to play and have fun. Beyond that, I didn’t see
any of this happening. To be inducted at Niagara and
now this. It validates that time and effort and the time
I could’ve been doing something else. It says you did
good. Even if I didn’t get anything, it was time well
spent doing something I loved.
“Its nice that someone else saw it and recognized
what I’ve done,” she said. “It’s just really awesome. I
can tell my kids back in the day I could play. My son
(Connor, 10) thinks it’s awesome. It shows him and my
daughter (January, 3) you can do great things in
sports if you work hard enough.”
(ed. note – Carrie is the daughter of nKate Stratford and
the granddaughter of nJoanne and nKen Smith)

Sparks fly inside Cole Talbot’s studio, where the Lynn Valley
metal artist forges nature-inspired pieces that have caught
the eye of art aficionados, veterans groups and
the Prime Minister himself.
veterans.
“I see a wall with (photos of) the fallen soldiers, and
then it has my art piece in the middle. And I’m like,
jeez,” he said. “I’m really proud, but I don’t know that
my art’s worthy to be up on the wall with the soldiers.”
Cole has since sold flags to Canadian military police
and buyers in California and Vancouver, with orders
continuing to come in. “So it’s definitely growing.”
His business is growing too. After four years
welding commercially while making artwork as a
hobby, the owner and creative force behind Iron Oak
Designs has made art his full-time job, a choice that
earned Cole the title of Norfolk’s young entrepreneur of
the year at last month’s economic development
symposium.
A $5,000 grant from Venture Norfolk helped him set
up shop last summer. “It reduced a lot of stress, and
whatever money I made I could put back into the
business.”
Cole’s success at the Kingston show convinced him
he could make a go of it as an artist. “In three days I
sold over $10,000 worth of my work, so I said, I’m
starting to really like this,” he laughed.
Today he makes wall hangings, freestanding
sculptures, railings, frames and awards for individual
and corporate clients throughout Canada and the U.S.
Cole finds that metal is the perfect raw material. “It’s
malleable,” he said. “It looks hard and whole, but once
you start bending it, you can basically do anything
with it.”
Though he stands out because of his unusual
medium and nature-inspired style, Cole credits his
dedication for his success. “I’m in here all day, every
day. I would do it even if I wasn’t getting paid,” he
said.
“It’s my passion. Even when I worked at other
spots, I’d get home at five and I’d work till nine or 10.

A spark of creativity
- adapted from an article by J.P. Antonacci in the Norfolk News

Metal artist Cole Talbot has forged some distinctive
pieces inside his Lynn Valley studio.
He’s made wall hangings in the shape of trees –
complete with gnarled roots – ornate gates and fences,
Inukshuks, even a 250-pound steel pinecone. But one
of his creations – a steel Canadian flag with a
naturalized maple leaf protruding from its centre – has
won him admirers throughout Canada and the U.S.,
including a veterans group and the Prime Minister
himself.
The 23-year-old welder-turned-artist was exhibiting
his work at his debut art show in Kingston last
summer when his flag caught the eye of Kerri Tadeu
from the Poppy Memorial Outreach Program, a
non-profit veterans organization.
Tadeu bought the two flags he had on hand, and
ordered another 65 to give to the program’s supporters
and families of soldiers killed in Afghanistan.
In October, Kerri Tadeu presented one of Cole’s
flags to Prime Minister Stephen Harper, who sent the
artist a letter praising his “extraordinary
craftsmanship.”
“I was pretty happy about that,” said Cole, who was
humbled that his creation had struck a chord with the
-9-

James Kudelka as Stage Director
There’s not enough time in the day. It takes up your
whole world.”
The burgeoning artist can see the fruits of his
labour in more orders, a technique he says is getting
better every day, and growing recognition.
“I’m still new to this, still looking to break into the
art world here and go into galleries,” he said of Norfolk,
his home base after moving from Niagara three years
ago.
“Eventually, I want to build a bigger shop, and once
I start doing gates and railings I’ll get a few employees.
It’s exciting to see what’s going to happen five years
down the road.”
Cole says he’s still getting used to one of the
toughest parts of being an artist – letting go.
“It’s definitely weird,” he said, smiling. “I’ve got
pieces all over now, and they’re kind of like my
children – I don’t want to see them go.”

James Kudelka, former artistic director of the National Ballet
of Canada, is directing his first play, The Prince of Homburg
at Talk is Free Theatre in Barrie. (Photo by Bruce Zinger)

Choreographer James Kudelka
debuts as stage director

the dinner table,” recalls James.
His older sister, Jan Kudelka, became an actor and
singer while James, from age 10, pursued dance. He
was making a name for himself as a choreographer by
his early 20s, but he was also seeing, buying and
reading plays.
It’s not uncommon for choreographers to draw
inspiration from literature, but few are as brainy or
bold about it as James Kudelka. He adapted German
playwright Frank Wedekind’s dark and controversial
Spring Awakening in 1994 and, in 2005, An Italian
Straw Hat, based on Frenchman Eugène Labiche’s
oversexed 19th-century farce.
While mulling options for TIFT, James came across
a modern English translation of Kleist’s The Prince of
Homburg in a Vancouver second-hand bookstore.
Kleist was born in Frankfurt in 1777. He was a
teenage soldier in the Prussian army. As a staunch
German patriot, he endured the turmoil of the
Napoleonic Wars. He travelled widely, worked for
periods in government service and was briefly
imprisoned by the French as an alleged spy.
Kleist was also a profoundly restless spirit with a
brilliant mind and great gifts as a writer of poems,
plays, novels and short stories. A prestigious literary
prize was named in Kleist’s honour in 1912, marking
the 100th anniversary of his suicide. The Prince of
Homburg, among Kleist’s last works, was found among
his papers and because of its politically charged and
some thought immoral content was not staged until
1821.
Says James: “I’d not heard of it before, but when I
read it, it kicked a lot of boxes for me: love, death and
sex. Then, there’s this idea that you can succeed and
fail simultaneously. There’s a personal story in that for
me. I like to think von Kleist and me, we’re almost
buddies.”

- adapted from an article by Michael Crabb in the Toronto Star

nJames Kudelka is fulfilling a long-held ambition.
Internationally acclaimed as a choreographer, the
former National Ballet of Canada artistic director is
making his debut as a stage director at Barrie’s Talk Is
Free Theatre. And he’s not making it easy for himself.
James, who turns 60 in September, is tackling The
Prince of Homburg, a fine but notoriously complex and
rarely produced play by the Romantic era German
writer Heinrich von Kleist.
“It’s been incredibly challenging, intense and
exhausting,” says James, “but also very rewarding.”
Moscow-born artistic producer Arkady Spivak, who
founded TIFT in 2003, had no idea James was itching
to direct a play. Three years ago, a friend had taken
Spivak to the National Ballet’s Kudelka-choreographed
version of The Nutcracker.
“Frankly, it’s not what I’d have chosen to see,”
recounts Spivak. “I’d had my fill of Nutcrackers in
Russia. But I was invited so I went and was absolutely
mesmerized. I thought to myself, ‘This man not only
choreographs brilliantly, he’s an extraordinarily
inventive stage director.’ So later, I contacted James
and asked if he’d be interested in directing a play for
us. His response was the quickest ‘yes’ I’ve ever had.”
Spivak left the choice of play entirely to James. So
why, first time out, would James give himself such a
tough assignment? Kleist’s quasi-historical drama
provides the backdrop for a sometimes ambiguous and
enigmatic dialectic that pits idealism against
pragmatism, the individual against society, rebellion
against authority, dream against reality.
As James relates, he grew up in a theatre-loving
environment and was attending performances,
particularly at the Stratford Festival, from early
childhood.
“I can remember family talks about plays around
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Tommy Land; and Logan Land
James is frank about the difficulties the play
presents.
“It was puzzling. I kept thinking, ‘What the hell
happens?’ But the play kept revealing itself in really
interesting ways.”
He says he allowed the play to continue revealing
itself during the 31/2 weeks he spent with the
10-member cast. “I did not come into the studio with a
complete vision of the work.”
“This is the most challenging role I’ve ever played,”
says Wade Bogert-O’Brien, a 28-year-old Shaw Festival
regular cast as the title character. “James came with a
great perspective on the piece, but we all had to figure
it out together.”
Bogert-O’Brien says it took time for James and the
cast to fully understand each other.
“As actors we have a different working vocabulary
and particular way of analyzing and approaching a
scene.”
“I had to learn their language. They talk about
blocking. In ballet we call it spacing,” says James, with
a chuckle. “You could say I’ve been leading from
behind. It’s a truly amazing cast.
“I’ve learned so much from this whole process. My
appetite has been whetted.”

Tommy Land helps Gryphons
to CIS track and field medal
haul
- adapted from an article by Darryl Smart in the Norfolk News

Tommy Land continues to perform well on the
national stage.
The former Holy Trinity student captured two
bronze medals during the Canadian Interuniversity
Sport Track and Field Championships in Windsor.
On the second day of the three-day event, Tommy
helped his University of Guelph Gryphons team to a
third place finish in the men’s 4x800-metre relay.
Tommy, Charlie Sutton, Brandon Shirk and Shawn
Beaudoin finished in a time of 7:37.02, to finish with
the bronze medal behind Windsor and Victoria.
On Day 3, the 4x400m relay was again run in two
sections and the Gryphons were in the first, with the
powerful Windsor Lancers in second portion of the
one-race timed event.
Land, Sutton, Shirk and Beaudoin won their
section with a very impressive 3:19.56, putting the
pressure on the Lancers.
The Lancers responded, winning their section and
the team title.
The Gryphons relay team grabbed the silver medal.
It was also the eighth-straight year that the Gryphons
men’s track and field team finished on the podium and
the sixth straight-year they finished first or second.

Patience pays off for Logan
Land
- adapted from an article by Darryl Smart in the Norfolk News

As Logan Land watched the Rochester Institute for
Technology Tigers capture its second-straight College
Hockey America championship online, the Turkey
Point resident couldn’t help but think what could have
been.
Rather than dwelling on it, as the Tigers went on to
the NCAA tournament, eventually losing to the
University of Minnesota Golden Gophers, Logan is
champing at the bit to be a Tiger.
“I want to hit the ground running when I get there,”
Logan said. “I wish I could be there now with them.
Hopefully we can do what they did and maybe more
next year.”
Rewind back two years, when Logan signed her
letter of intent to play hockey for the Tigers, while
studying Criminology at RIT.
“It was really exciting,” Logan said. “We started
talking two years ago at the Stoney Creek showcase.
They came up to me after a game. After my official

“If you try to fail, and succeed, which have you done?”
– George Carlin
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75th Wedding Anniversary in September! Awesome!
scoring threat. She led the Barracudas in scoring, with
11 goals and 12 assists in 38 games.
All the while, the Tigers coaches had a smile on
their faces, knowing that they have a very versatile
player when she reaches campus in the fall.
“When I get there, I’m not sure where I’ll be playing,
or what my role is,” Logan said. “I’m just going there
wanting to contribute whatever way I can. It’s going to
take a lot of hard work, but I’m ready for it.”

They’re one lucky couple
- adapted from an article by Jacob Robinson in the Simcoe
Reformer

visit, I signed a month and a half later.
“When I went for my visit I knew this is where I
wanted to go as soon as I stepped on campus,” she
said. “It was beautiful there and they have a great
coaching staff. I could really see myself growing as a
hockey player there over the next four years.”
With a scholarship already secured, adversity hit,
as Logan was forced to have a double hernia repaired
in her stomach. As a result, she decided to defer her
scholarship a full year so she could properly recover.
“It wasn’t a tough decision,” she said. “I wanted to
be there but I also wanted to be there when I’m at
100%. If I went this year I wouldn’t have been where I
wanted to be.”
It’s a decision that hasn’t haunted her. It’s one
that’s made her better.
“I’ve grown as a player and matured more off the
ice,” Logan said. “The coaches were supportive about
it. I think they realize that it was the better decision.”
Mentally, the year has been a different one for the
18-year-old. While almost all of her former Holy Trinity
classmates went away to school, she’s been working at
a job, while preparing herself physically for the grind
of NCAA division 1 hockey.
“Of course I wish I was there now,” Logan said. “It’s
also a bit strange when I talk to my friends that are all
in school. But I think I’ve benefited from this.
“I’ve watched all the (Tigers) games online,” she
said. “Every time a game is on, it gets me excited.
Filling all the paperwork to go now has really made it
sink in. I can’t wait to be part of it all.”
On the ice, she’s been a leader with the Burlington
Jr. Barracudas, while becoming a much more versatile
player.
“I’ve gotten a lot of ice time being one of the older
players,” Logan said. “It’s improved my hockey.
“I’ve always played defence but switched to forward
halfway through the year,” she said. “We tried to
switch things up because we were struggling. I had
played forward in midget and in boys hockey, so I was
familiar with it.”
The move seemed to work, as Logan became a huge
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They may not be Irish, but Delhi’s Bill and Irene
Nicoll have carried luck with them for nearly a
century. Immigrants from England and Belgium, the
couple met as Norfolk County teens, married in 1940
and made it through the Second World War, a near
tragic incident and just about anything else life could
throw at them since.
“We met on the corner of where the Bank of
Commerce used to be in Simcoe. I was with somebody
else,” recalled Irene, who was 18 at the time and
turned 95 on March 31st.
“It must’ve been about a year later. I met up with
him, we got talking and he said, ‘do you want to go to
Dover and get a hot dog?’ That’s where it started.
“We started going together and we stayed together.”
The two enjoyed a dog at The Arbor and the rest as
they say, is history.
And what a history it is.
A few months after their wedding in Vittoria on
September 17, 1940 Bill was called to serve for
Canada in the Second World War. He originally began
training for the army, but got a call he’d been waiting
for with the air force. Bill flew out just five days after
their first daughter was born.
“They signed me up to be a wireless operator on
bombers because I had experience,” said Bill, 96. “I
went overseas after I got all my training and I was
standing up in Yorkshire.”
After joining the 429 Bomber Squadron, Bill and his
crew suffered not one, but two crashes in the line of
duty. Both his legs and one ankle were broken in the
second crash. He was eventually put on a hospital
boat bound for New York. From there, he was
transferred to outside of Ottawa where he spent nine
months in recovery.
Eventually Bill made it to full health, just in time to
cheat death once again. Working alongside Irene
during the tobacco boom in 1951, Bill was running
some errands one winter day, but was late in
returning.
“We were growing tobacco and I was in charge of
the strip room at the time and he was going into town
to go to the bank ... I thought, ‘what the heck is he
doing? I’ve got to keep all this help going’. Four o’clock
came along and I see this car driving in the yard, but it
wasn’t our car,” Irene explained.

Walsh Volleyball Champions
secret to a happy marriage.
“Make sure that’s the person you want to be with
the rest of your life,” she advised. “Don’t always give a
word that might come out not the way you’d like it.
You’re going to have words – disagreements – but you
don’t have to fight about it.”
(Ed. note - In a brief telephone conversation I had with Irene,
she told me that she and Bill were married at Ada Hill’s home. Wish
to send a card? Bill and Irene’s address is 166 Marshall Ave., Delhi
ON N4B1L9)

Walsh PS captures GEDSB
pennant
WALSH - The champs are here.
The girls intermediate volleyball team from Walsh
Public School have plenty to be proud about. On
January 27, the Walsh team captured the Grand Erie
District School Board Intermediate ‘A’ Girls Volleyball
Championship, at a tournament held at Dunnville
Secondary School.
The squad bested seven elementary school teams
from within the GEDSB banner to capture the title.
For the Walsh team, the championship win was a
culmination of a season’s worth of competitive
volleyball.
To think the team was nervous heading into the
GEDSB tournament.
“We had jitters,” said player Makayla Benz.
“We were really nervous,” said Madisyn Berg. “The
first team was very good. We then settled and we got
into our sets and spikes.”
“We calmed down and we knew what we had to do,”
Makayla continued. “We went out and played. When
we won our first game we got our confidence back. We
were getting lots and lots of points.”

Delhi's Bill and Irene Nicoll will celebrate their 75th wedding
anniversary this September.
Originally she thought Bill’s new Chevrolet had
suffered a flat tire. Not exactly.
“He says, ‘shake hands with a lucky man’. I said
‘why?’. He said, ‘I just got hit with a train’, I said, ‘don’t
tell me that bull’,” Irene joked. “Not a scratch on him.”
It was true. In travelling Potter’s Road, Bill hit a
slick of ice going down a hill and was stuck on the
tracks as a train barrelled at the vehicle.
“A cow catcher caught me and it swung me right
around,” Bill said.
Bill eventually got word a newly formed bomber
squad with some of his friends were shot down, soon
becoming prisoners of war for two and a half years.
Through his time spent serving, Nicoll never thought
he may not make it back.
“I don’t know why, you don’t think of those things.
You think you’re going to survive,” he said.
He and Irene have made the most of their time too.
Bill helped build Ryerson University, where he would
graduate. The two owned a store and sold the first
television set in Delhi. Some savvy real estate moves
allowed them to purchase property in Florida and
enjoy winters golfing and spending time with friends.
“We had some good times down there,” Irene said of
their West Palm Beach getaway. “I sure miss it.”
They purchased their current home in Delhi in
1982. In it sits photos and mementos collected
through having three kids, one grandchild and three
great grandchildren. In 1994, Bill was reunited with
surviving members of his squadron. He’s the last one
still alive today.
“They were here all week so they sat on the porch
yacking away, otherwise he never talks about it,” Irene
said.
Ask them what they’re most thankful for, they both
give the same answer.
“We’ve got good health. We do pretty well what we
want to,” Bill said.
He added the two agree on pretty much everything,
and have never made a major purchase without
consulting the other. Irene is happy to pass along the

The Walsh Public School Intermediate girls volleyball team
recently captured the NPSAA Intermediate Girls 'A'
Championship. Pictured are, front row: Makayla Benz and
Madisyn Berg. Middle row: Meagen Crandall, Avery
Donaldson, Alyssa Johnston and Claeyr Townsend. Back
row: Chloe Rabey, Ashley Spain, Hailey Dewhirst
and Kloe Myke.
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Vic Finds a Gem; Artist Showcase; Alzheimer’s in Norfolk
To qualify for the GEDSB event, Walsh defeated
West Lynn for the Norfolk Public School Athletic
Association (NPSAA) for the Intermediate ‘A’ pennant.
Both Walsh and West Lynn qualified for the GEDSB
tournament. Each participating team consisted of
Grade 7 and 8 students.
“All the teams were as good as we were, but we were
better,” said a confident Madisyn.
“We really did play our best,” Makayla said.
While Walsh has played their last game of the
season, the squad’s Grade 8 students are interested in
trying out for volleyball teams at their future high
schools.
“I’m pretty sure we’re going to try out for volleyball
teams wherever we go,” Madisyn said. “We still have
Grade 7's on our team that have another year to play.”

Variety of art shown during
inaugural showcase
- adapted from an article by Barbara Simpson in the Delhi
News-Record

Visual artists from Delhi and surrounding area had
a rare chance to showcase their work locally recently.
A sampling of work – from oil paintings of tobacco
kilns to sketches of animals – was on display at the
Delhi District Hungarian Hall. The inaugural artist
showcase was part of Strawberry Festival, a town-wide
celebration that grew this year.
The inaugural showcase earned much praise from
the local artistic community.
“I think it’s a great idea,” said artist nRose Pettit, of
Delhi. “We need something like this – something
people can enjoy.”
Rose had a variety of her work on display Friday.
The retired schoolteacher uses a rainbow of mediums,
from soft pastel to ink through to photography, to
capture area landmarks. The old Delhi railway station,
churches and even a stray tire near the Quance Mill
have all been fodder for artistic creation.
Rose also does portraits. She drew a member of the
Paris Port Dover Pipe Band, adding the Isle of Skye in
the backdrop. It turned out the young piper’s family -several generations back -- was from the isle.
“I thought what were the odds of that happening,”
Rose said Friday. “It’s like someone up there is guiding
your hands.”

Vic Finds a Gem!
- adapted from an article by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub
Magazine

Back behind the water heater, down in the dark
basement where no one wandered much, there were a
few of nVic Gibbons’ original oil base paintings; Vic
had kind of forgotten about them. A few weeks back he
discovered a gem, which lay hidden from the public
eye for nearly 40 years, simply titled Farm Scene. He
says, coming across one of his original works from
1972 was like being a kid and getting a new toy.
Vic realized that this beauty had to be on display
somewhere for the public to enjoy, so he decided to
donate it to the Backus Heritage Conservation Area. I
took this photo with Vic proudly displaying his work in
the boardroom at Backus.
Pam Walther-Mabee, Backus Heritage Conservation
Area Supervisor, was delighted with the wonderful
Farm Scene painting, saying that the rural scene fits
nicely with the pioneer village feel and this painting
(along with the others Vic has donated) makes the
collection just that much more outstanding!
Hey Vic! I think you should take another look by
the water heater in the basement and see what other
gems you may find for us to enjoy!

The numbers tell the tale of the
rapid rise of dementia
- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer

Out of a population of slightly more than 100,000,
Haldimand-Norfolk has 2,200 residents or 2.2% of the
total population with a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s or
dementia.
But for everyone who has the disease, there’s
another 5-10 people — spouses, children, friends —
who are “impacted,” said Mary Burnett, CEO of the
Alzheimer Society of Haldimand-Norfolk.
In other words, at least 10% and maybe more than
20% of the local population is directly involved one
way or another with Alzheimer’s or dementia.
That would explain the strong turnout to the
annual Walk for Memories fundraiser held at The Aud
this Spring.
About 300 people showed up with pledge sheets
and cash and then walked the cement floor of the
exhibition building at the Norfolk County fairgrounds.
The event has raised up to $30,000 (this year’s total
was about $28,000), which goes to the education,
exercise, and social programs for the growing numbers
in Haldimand-Norfolk with the disease and their
caregivers.
Walkers included the young and old. Some walked
by themselves, others in teams wearing t-shirts.
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New Artist Studio; and 2015 Spaghetti Dinner & Auction
The programs run by the local Alzheimer Society
branch are important because it keeps those with the
disease stimulated and active, said Liz Heidecker of
Port Dover, who was walking with her father Douglas
McCarthy, a Norview resident suffering from dementia.
“It’s nice we’re doing something active for the
disease,” Liz said. “Mental exercise is as important as
physical exercise.”
Liz said more research on the causes of Alzheimer’s
and other dementias is needed.
Her father developed the disease in his mid-50s and
his brother also developed it early in life.
“I don’t think people realize how many are suffering
from Alzheimer’s and what it does to families,” said
Pam Whitfield of Delhi, who walked with her mother,
15-year-old son, and son’s friend.
“Something like this just makes our day.”
Alzheimer programs also help caregivers by giving
them a “better understanding of the changes” that will
come with dementia and to “develop strategies to cope
with the changes,” said Mary Burnett.
Taking care of someone with the dementia is a lot of
work, said nRose Pettit of Delhi, whose husband nBill
is in the Delhi Nursing Home.
“The worst part came when he kept falling and I
couldn’t get him up,” said Rose.
The Alzheimer Society of Haldimand-Norfolk gets
more than three-quarters of its funding from the
government and must raise $250,000 a year to meet
all its expenses, said Mary.
New research has shown that music therapy is
effective at “reinvigorating” sufferers, she said.
The Walk for Memories is the organization’s largest
single fundraiser.

Pauline Campbell opened the Port Ryerse Studio recently
at 140 Norfolk County Road 57, she will be open
Wednesday through Saturday.
the landfill as well.” She gets many of her ideas from
Pinterest, a craft web-site, and from nearly 20 years in
the business.
Husband Jack, an accomplished wood worker, has
used reclaimed wood from the dismantled tower of
Memorial Church and turned it into birdhouses that
are unique in design and rich in history. He has built
decorative shelving from some of the rare beams as
well.
Pauline has invited several other local artists to
share her space. They include Cindy Benko (pottery),
Ingrid Zyma-Irvin (glassware), Kathy Pickard/Larry
Monczka (photography), Robert Andrews (wooden
boxes) and Lisa Fraser (creative sewing).
Pauline hopes to offer folk painting and chalk
painting classes in the upcoming year.
“So many people that knew me from the Oak Barn
have been asking” she commented. “I think I am finally
ready now to get that started.”
For further information, she can be reached at
519-426-6483.

New Artist Studio opens in
Port Ryerse
- adapted from an article by Heather Walters in the Port Dover
Maple Leaf

Vittoria & District Foundation’s
Annual Spaghetti Dinner and
Auction

A new venue for local artists to showcase their
talents has opened in Port Ryerse.
Owners Jack and Pauline Campbell opened the
doors of their newly constructed artist studio and
workshop last winter with an open house that offered
warm apple cider and home baked cookies.
Pauline, former owner/operator of the very popular
Oak Barn in Simcoe, relocated to Port Ryerse just over
four years ago. Top priority for the enterprising couple
was to design and construct a new version of
workshop/studio, where both could continue to do
what they love – create.
Pauline had on display many of her refinished,
re-purposed furniture pieces, folk art, painted signs,
and nostalgic chalk painted collectables.
“I love mixing the old with the new,” she said,
indicating a quilt rack made out of ornate iron.
“That used to be an antique metal crib railing.
Re-purposing all these collectables keeps them out of

- submitted by Linda Vancso

The Vittoria & District Community Centre was the
place to be on March 21, 2015 as 320 happy patrons
gathered to generously bid on two hundred Silent and
Live Auction items. A delicious spaghetti dinner was
served by Linda Ball, accompanied by wine donated by
Burning Kiln Winery and Sparkling Cider from the
Cider Keg.
Auction items ranged from a magnificent stainless
steel “Hummingbird Feeding on a Flower” sculpture by
nMichael Haskett, to the special date cookies baked
by nMarion Sherman to a beautiful hand-made quilt
fashioned by nNancy Racz, nTerri Anderson and
nGinger Stanley. A plethora of other donated articles,
including the ever popular “Dinner at the Cabin” were
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2015 V&DF Spaghetti Dinner & Auction
eagerly sought after by participants.
Auctioneer Lyle Smith masterfully appealed to the
deep pockets of the bidders while others were
delighted to win a prize or two in the Toonie and Door
Prize Raffle.
This Auction is the major fund-raiser for The
Vittoria & District Foundation Inc. and monies are
invested back into community services and projects.
A highlight of the evening was the introduction of
Erika Aelterman, the 2015 winner of the annual
$2,500 Vittoria and District Foundation Scholarship.
Erika, who is currently enrolled in the Honours
Environmental and Resource Studies program at the
University of Waterloo, expressed her thanks to those
present, who, by their generosity, made this annual
Scholarship possible.
This year’s Dinner & Auction raised more than
$29,000. In response to requests, monies have been
distributed thus far in 2015 to:
• The Norfolk County War Memorial Book of
Remembrance
• The Norfolk Pregnancy Centre
• The historic Vittoria Christ Anglican Church
• The Heart and Stroke Foundation
• The Norfolk County Fair and Horse Show for
their Ag Awareness Program
• The Norfolk Musical Arts Festival
• The Port Dover Library, final installment
We courteously invite you and your friends to
consider attending our 20th Anniversary Gala Auction
slated for Saturday, March 19, 2016. Tickets sell out
early, contact nGinger Stanley at 426-0849.
Your kind donations are very much appreciated.
Please contact nRoger Cruickshank at 426-0234 or go
to www.vittoria.on.ca for further info about donating
and a preliminary listing of the 2016 Auction items will
be posted in February of 2016.

Auction is ‘from the village, for
the village’
- adapted from an article by Darrel G. Smart in the Norfolk News

Year in, year out, Vittoria flexes its muscle.
As Vittoria and District Foundation chair nGary
Cooper looks over at the crowd on hand at the 19th
annual spaghetti dinner and auction Saturday, he
can’t help but be proud of everyone in the tiny village.
“Every year, it’s overwhelming,” Gary said as he
took a look at some of the items up for auction at the
Vittoria Community Centre.
“You always ask if it can sustain itself at this
magnitude. And it does,” he said. “Everything that is
auctioned or raffled off is donated by the community.
We have something for everyone.”
And the people of Vittoria come out in force every
year.
“We’ve been so fortunate,” Gary said. “None of this
could take place without the community supporting it,
and the contributors. Without them, this wouldn’t
happen.”
With a pie a month for a year, paintings by nVic
Gibbons and photos of Norfolk Pros among the items
up for auction, Gary said the variety of auction items
is one of many reasons why the event has been a
success.
It’s a winning formula that has raised more than
$500,000 over the last 19 years.
“Twenty years ago there was a bicentennial and
they printed a book,” Gary explained. “They were all
finished up, and there was $25,000 still in the bank
account. We felt the money should go back into the
community. nRoger Cruickshank came up with the
idea that we form a charitable foundation. From that
day on we worked towards that.”
Ever since, the foundation has helped out service
clubs, organizations and people within the village
limits and the district. The dinner and auction is its
biggest fundraiser.

This magnificent stainless steel “Hummingbird Feeding on a
Flower” sculpture by Michael Haskett of Vittoria tied with the
“Cabin Fever Dinner at the Cabin for Eight Couples” item,
attracting the highest bids of the Live Auction.

Vittoria & District Foundation President Gary Cooper
pictured with items up for bids at the organization’s 19th
annual spaghetti dinner and auction.
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Zack Crandall Wins 25k Race; and Pirates are Champs X 2
“This is strictly a fundraising event, where all the
money coming in goes towards the foundation,” Gary
said. “In turn, different clubs and organizations can
make an application to the foundation for grants or
assistance. We also do a $2,500 a year scholarship for
a college or university student.
“This foundation is from the village, for the village.”

Zack Crandall finishes first in
The 25k Great Race for Rotary
- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer

It probably didn’t make any money, but the first
fundraising marathon in honour of the late Simcoe
philanthropist John Race was still a success.
On Sunday, more than 125 people paid an entrance
fee to run one of three routes between Simcoe and Port
Dover on the Lynn Valley Trail.
In future years, as word of the event spreads across
Ontario, organizers expect “professional” runners
looking for a new and different – and wonderfully
scenic – route will sign up for The Great Race for
Rotary.
Even this year, there were numerous out-of-town
runners. The winners in all three routes (everybody
wore a number that had a timing chip on the back of
it) included people from Thamesville and Mississauga.
John Race, who died last year age 88, was a
well-known businessman and philanthropist who
actively encouraged local groups and charities to
undertake projects.
He also was a longtime member of the Rotary Club,
which organizes the race in his honour and collects
the proceeds for its own projects.
“A lot of people are here because of John,” said
organizer Gail Catherwood of the Rotary Club of
Norfolk Sunrise. “He was the king poo-bah of Rotary.
The work he did here in Norfolk County shouldn’t be
forgotten.”
This year, said Gail, her club members “hope to
break even” with the run.
Stella Barker, executive director of the Norfolk
Association for Community Living, praised John for
helping her organization.
“John was a huge supporter,” Stella said before
running with a group from NACL. “He really believed in
inclusion for everyone with developmental issues. He
really got the whole visionary piece.”
Participants included a variety of people across
different age groups. Some were attempting their
longest runs ever.
Tammie Johnson of Port Dover, who tried the 25k
route, said she was running because she wants to
support “local” causes “and I’m a fool.”
Mary Kokus of Simcoe was running her first 25k
race and said she was “a little nervous.”
Coming in first place in the 25k route was Zack
Crandall of Vittoria. The 25-year-old said he ran at the

Zack Crandall of Vittoria completed the 25k Great Race for
Rotary route in 2 hours and 4.7 seconds, nearly 3 minutes
ahead of the second-place finisher.
urging of family members.
“I didn’t really push the pace until the last five
kilometres,” said Zack, who won a pair of wine goblets
for his victory. “It was good fun. It was a good day.”

Port Dover Midget Pirates win
International Silver Stick title
- adapted from an article by Darryl Smart in the Norfolk News

After being a goal away from making history last
season, Brent Tschirhart, Spencer Blake and their Port
Dover Porter Lumber Pirates wanted to make sure they
seized the moment this time around.
And thanks to a 4-1 win over the Minto Mad Dogs
in Forest during the midget C final on Sunday, the
Pirates became the first team from Port Dover to
capture an International Silver Stick championship.
“Man, it’s huge,” captain Spencer Blake said. “I
don’t think it’s fully set in yet but we were definitely on
quite the high after the big win.
“It really means a lot for all the guys,” he said. “No
Dover team has ever taken home an international title,
so being a part of that feels amazing. I’m sure it will be
one of those things that you will always talk about
when you get together with the boys, even when you’re
30-years-old. It will always be there. It’s pretty neat to
be a part of it and the boys played some amazing
hockey this weekend and I feel like we put the work in
and we really deserved it.”
To get to the final, the Pirates began with a 3-2 loss
to the Mad Dogs on Friday afternoon, which made the
victory in the final that much sweeter.
“When we were watching the other semifinal, a lot
of is were rooting for Minto just for that game,” Brent
Tschirhart said. “We obviously wanted a chance to
avenge our opening game loss on the big stage.”
After losing the opener, the Pirates bounced back
with a win over Southwest Saturday morning, followed
by a win later in the day over Tweed.
With the 2-1 record, the Pirates made it to the final
-17-

Pirates International Silver Stick and OMHA Champs
four on Sunday, beating Lucan in their semifinal,
while the Mad Dogs beat St. George to set up the
rubber game.
“It’s almost like a different type of game up there,”
Brent Tschirhart said. “Every game is a huge game, so
the intensity level is on a different level. All the games
were really physical and fast-paced, which made it
that much more exciting and nerve-wracking at the
same time.
With one jewel in the minor hockey triple crown
captured, the Pirates aren’t resting on their laurels.
They now look towards the Ontario Minor Hockey
Association playdowns and Southern Counties
playoffs.
“It felt great finally winning internationals especially
being the first Dover team to ever do so. We were
especially happy because we felt like we played some
great hockey up there.
“I can’t speak for all of the boys, but for me anyway,
it hasn’t really set in yet that we are international
champions,” he said. “But I’m really proud of all the
boys and this was a great way to get some momentum
going into playoffs.”

Port Dover Pirates also win
OMHA Midget Championship
- adapted from an article in the Port Dover Maple Leaf

Port Dover Arena was packed to cheer the
hometown Midget Pirates to a 5-1 victory to win the
series in four games. Winning that game gave the team

the 2015 OMHA Provincial Midget C Championship.
The Pirates led all the way. At the end of the first
period the score was 2-0.
Moments into the second period Shelburne Wolves
notched a goal … it was to be their only one. Second
period ended with a 3-1 count. Goal three was scored
while the Pirates were shorthanded.
Most of the third period the scoreboard read 3-1.
With less than three minutes left on the clock, the
Shelburne coach pulled the goalie while there was no
play going on … the referee dropped the puck for the
face-off in the Port Dover end … Port Dover won the
draw and in a matter of seconds, with 2:36 remaining,
a long shot down the ice found the empty net. The
score then stood at 4-1.
Port Dover fans were ecstatic, confident that goal
gave them the championship, sealing the fate for any
possible Shelburne comeback. Some fans were calling
it “our insurance goal.”
Local fans were momentarily stunned when the
same tactic occurred with 1:46 remaining on the clock
when another long shot from near the Port Dover end
went the distance to score in the empty Wolves net.
Fans responded with excited cheers. They knew the
championship was definitely theirs with a lop-sided
5-1 score with only about one minute remaining in the
game … something that neither team (or fans) would
have predicted.
Leading the Pirate goalgetters was Blake Pow with
two goals. Others were Jordan Land, Spencer Blake
and Austin Lamb.

Port Dover Porter Lumber Pirates won both the International Silver Stick Midget C Championship
and the Ontario Minor Hockey Association Midget C Championship in 2015.
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Qigong in Port Ryerse
Goalie Sheldon Thompson played a strong game
between the pipes.
Port Dover Midgets earned their third victory in four
games, and Gold medals.
Team Captain Spencer Blake accepted the coveted
tall OMHA silver championship cup on behalf of his
team-mates. Each player and team official was called
forward to have a gold medal on a ribbon placed over
their head by an OMHA official.
Port Dover Midget Pirates Assistant Coach nJohn
Cooper told The Maple Leaf on Monday, “the team
saved their best game for the last game in the series,”
adding “they came ready to play hockey”. He said the
players kept to a good system effort throughout the
whole game.
The presentation of Gold medals and other awards
was an exciting highlight of the after-game program.
Shortly after 8:30 the traditional tour of Port Dover
aboard the Fire Department’s antique Bickle fire truck
took place, with the old pumper fire truck following
behind.
That led to the champion Pirates being royally
entertained at the Erie Beach Hotel’s Terrace Room
with burgers, wraps, wings, etc. using $10 gift
certificates to every team member compliments of the
Schneider family.
Matt Lamb is Pirate head coach and president of
Port Dover Minor Hockey Association.
Ontario Minor Hockey Association Executive
Director, Richard Ropchan told The Maple Leaf this is
only the fourth team in Port Dover to ever win an
OMHA Championship banner, saying “each player
deserves a tremendous amount of accolades.”
Ropchan said “Congratulations to the Port Dover
Pirates Midget C team on their incredible
accomplishment. Only three other teams in Port Dover
history have hoisted an Ontario Minor Hockey
Association Championship banner so each player
deserves a tremendous amount of accolades. We hope
the memories experienced on the ice this season will
stay with you for a lifetime.”
The road to the Midget C Provincial Championship
began in Shelburne on March 13 with a Pirate 5-4
over-time win. Game two in Port Dover gave Wolves a
3-1 victory. Game three in Shelburne on Friday ended
6-5 for the Pirates. Game four’s 5-1 goal count left no
doubt which was the better of two well-trained hockey
teams of 15 to 17-year-olds.
Friday’s game three in Shelburne was a nail-biter
for Port Dover fans. Port Dover built up a 4-1 lead but
the home team chipped away at it with four goals to
take the lead at 5-4.
Pirate’s Daniel Czikk did the almost impossible by
skating end-to-end stick handling around the Wolves
players and scored to tie the game at 5-5. Afterwards
Daniel said simply, “it was a lucky shot!” With less
than three minutes in regulation time Port Dover’s
Brent Tschirhart scored to put the Pirates ahead. They
held their lead to the final buzzer.

Port Dover Midget Pirates team roster: goalies Nolan
Erwin and Sheldon Thompson; Brody Bridgwater,
Brent Tschirhart (A), Nathan Killingbeck, Sawyer
Thompson, Blake Pow, Jordan Land, Jake Knechtel,
Scott Mcelligot, Mason Cooper, Daniel Czikk, Austin
Lamb, Josh Winger (A), Spencer Blake (C), Grant
McKenzie, Jarrett McCarthy. Coach Matt Lamb, Asst
Coach John Cooper, Manager Tyler Arps, Trainer Jeff
Tschirhart, Assistant Trainer Jerry McCarthy.
(ed. note - about one-third of the Pirates players and team
officials are from Vittoria and district. Congratulations!)

Qigong in Port Ryerse – relax,
exercise and meditate
- adapted from an article by Donna McMillan in the Port Dover
Maple Leaf

With roots in ancient Chinese culture dating back
more than 4,000 years, millions around the world
today practice varying forms of Qigong (chi kung) for
exercise, relaxation, self-healing, meditation and
self-cultivation.
Nine years ago, Stewart Smith of Port Ryerse started
the practice of Qigong under the tutorship of his
mentor, John Taylor of Port Dover and Maple Bay. For
the past two years, he has been leading classes twice a
week in the peaceful and restorative surroundings of
the Port Ryerse Memorial Anglican Church.
“Qi (chi) is life energy,” Stewart explained to the
Maple Leaf. “Gong (kung) is work or exercise”.
So, practitioners are “working that energy. It is a
form of exercise that is very meditative and relaxing,”
he said. He noted the routines, which are easy to follow
and require no memorization, follow the channels of
meridians the Chinese recognize in the body and touch
on many key acupuncture points.
Like a river nourishing the surrounding land, the
meridians are the channels through which Qi flows.
Some of the meridian pairs include lung and large
intestine, stomach and spleen, bladder and kidney,
and gallbladder and liver.
Stewart noted that touching the bottom of the foot
channels its way to the kidney.
In Qigong, the eight piece brocade is considered an
excellent set of general exercises. Some of the
practices, led by Stewart, include punching for chi,
supporting the heavens, separating heaven and earth,
saluting the sun, placing the reflection of the moon in
the sky and more.
The poetic names of the movements belie the fact
that the practice of Qigong is excellent physical
exercise”, Stewart said.
“It improves balance, flexibility, muscle tone and
core strength.” And, he added “It lets the mind help the
body to relax too.” He noted the Chinese recognize
85,000 variations of Qigong.
Qigong is held at Port Ryerse Memorial Church
Wednesday and Friday mornings from 11 a.m. to 12
noon. Admission is a $5 donation to the church.

-19-

Zipline on Radical Road; South Coast Shuttle Bus Service
distance separation” requirement “are moot.”
Council found Vallee’s rebuttal persuasive. Council
was also impressed that no one took the opportunity of
the public meeting to object to Vanderpost’s proposal.
“If the farmer were here to oppose this I’d vote
differently,” said Simcoe Coun. Peter Black. “But there
is no objection.”
Waterford Coun. Harold Sonnenberg expressed
similar sentiments.
“If the farmer were here to object that would’ve
carried a lot of weight with me,” he said.
Ziplining is considered an extreme sport in some
circles. It involves people wearing helmets and safety
harnesses riding trolley wheels on cables from tree top
to tree top, often at high speeds.
Long Point Eco-Adventures north of Turkey Point
has offered ziplining for the past several years. The
activity is frequently featured in videos Norfolk puts
together promoting local tourism opportunities.

Zipline park coming to Radical
Road
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

Norfolk County is about to get a second venue for
ziplining.
In a unanimous vote recently, Norfolk council
dismissed several objections from county planning
staff and approved an application for the
establishment of a ziplining attraction at 321 Radical
Road west of Port Dover.
Owner Tony Vanderpost plans to install 2,000
metres of zipline in the forested property west of Blue
Line Road. Hiking trails will also be developed. Future
plans include luxury camping, mini golf, wall climbing,
and a retail outlet for apparel and local products.
After Tuesday’s vote, Vanderpost said he hopes to
get to work “as soon as possible,” adding he is aiming
for an opening date in 2016.
Norfolk planning staff raised a host of objections
before recommending refusal of the required official
plan and zoning bylaw amendments. However, Simcoe
engineering consultant John Vallee batted these away
during a presentation to council.
As part of his report, senior planner Mat Vaughan
tabled an eight-page objection from a planner with the
Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing. The provincial
planner said Vanderpost’s environmental assessment
was inadequate.
Vallee countered that Norfolk’s Environmental
Advisory Committee is OK with Vanderpost’s study
and that Norfolk council has the final say on whether
the research is acceptable.
Staff also pointed out that the proposal will occupy
16 acres of land in an agricultural zone. In his report,
Vaughan pointed out that the protection of
agricultural land is a priority with the Ontario
government. Vallee countered that the land described
in the planning report doesn’t resemble what’s
happening on the ground.
“This is not farmland,” he said. “It is woodlot. It is
hazard land. My client says the land has not been
farmed in 23 years. What would you have to do to farm
this land? You’d have to cut down the trees in ‘a
significant woodlot.’ It’s preposterous to say this use
would endanger ‘farmland’ that we have no access to
anyway.”
Planning staff also complained that the zipline
development is within the 250-metre exclusion zone
for the Marinuk chicken farm to the west. Vaughan
warned the park may encumber future expansion of
the farm while generating odour complaints that
county staff would have to contend with.
Vallee told council that Vanderpost has never had
problems with odours from the farm and that the
Marinuk family is OK with his proposal. Vallee added
that four homes on Radical Road are already in the
exclusion zone, so concerns about the “minimum

South Coast Shuttle Bus
Service
- adapted from an article by Stan Morris in the Port Dover Maple
Leaf

The launch of Norfolk County’s ‘South Coast
Shuttle Bus Service’ took place on a Saturday
afternoon in May when the white vehicle pulled away
from David’s Restaurant at 12:35. It would be the first
round trip of the new service.
The driver was Linda Heaslip of Port Dover, who has
been hired along with two others for the May 16 to
September 27 weekend and Holiday Mondays service.
She is a regular school bus driver.
The service’s most easterly bus stop is at David’s on
the New Lakeshore Road; the most westerly stop is the
entrance to Long Point Provincial Park. There are two
vehicles travelling the 50 km route.
A brief ceremony took place before a gathering of
Norfolk employees, partners who had assisted with
various details to make the launch possible and
media.
Councillor John Wells brought congratulatory

These seven people were part of the red-ribbon cutting
ceremony with Councillor John Wells using the scissors.
They are (left to right) Manager Clark Hoskin, Cliff Shank,
Randy Propper, David Newman, Councillor Wells, Mark
Stortini and Bus Co-ordinator Brad Smith.
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St. Michael’s at Walsh plans Natural Playground
greetings from Mayor nCharlie Luke, expressing his
delight that the shuttle bus service has begun. The
councillor reminded those present of how a bus service
had been contemplated by staff for two years or so,
and was met with a negative response. But its
promoters within the County administration had
worked on the details until county councillors agreed
with their proposal.
Although it was not mentioned at the time, the new
service is financed through a provincial government
gas tax grant and local partners sponsorships.
For the ribbon-cutting ceremony Councillor Wells
was joined by Norfolk County Bus Transit Coordinator
Brad Smith, Norfolk Manager of Economic
Development nClark Hoskin and partners Cliff Shank,
Randy Propper, David Newton, and Mark Stortini.
Simcoe Councillor Doug Brunton was also present,
telling me he is hopeful of a successful bus shuttle
service, commenting that Brad Smith and Clark
Hoskin “had put a lot of work into making this day
possible.”
Only two passengers were on board for the service’s
first round trip from Port Dover – my wife Ione and me.
There are four ‘stop’ locations in Port Dover, to get on,
or off the bus. From David’s we travelled to the
Harbour Marina stop, the waterfront stop near the
museum, downtown on Market Street at the Royal
Bank corner stop (each marked with ‘bus stop’
signage). Beginning in mid-July a stop will be made at
Frisky Beaver Wine Co. on Tisdale Road.
The bus has seats for 12 to 15 passengers and
space to accommodate a wheel-chair, complete with a
power ramp to get that chair in and out of the bus.
There are posters of 14 sponsors decorating the
interior.
Proceeding to Vittoria for a ‘stop’ at The Good Bread
Company and on to Kernal Peanuts retail store. The
next stop is The Cider Keg Farm Market, then on to
Normandale Century Inn and Restaurant. The
wandering narrow road through Spooky Hollow
revealed lots of Trillium plants among the trees. We
drove by the Normandale Cemetery and past Ryerson
Camp then on to Turkey Point Golf Course entrance.
Whenever the schedule refers to bus ‘stops’ it is
literally just that ... the vehicle comes to a stop, only to
take on or disembark passengers, probably less than
one minute, as there is a timed schedule to maintain.
If no person is standing beside (or near) the ‘stop’ sign
the bus may only slow down. To catch the bus, be at
the stop.
From the elevation of bus windows, passengers get
a panoramic view (much better than from a car) of the
forested areas, broad expanse of cultivated land not
yet bearing vegetation and orchards in bloom. There
are grand old houses and splendid new homes with
manicured grounds to admire.
Our first sight of people at Turkey Point was
holidayers enjoying the sand and water of that popular
resort. Saturday was not really a beach day; therefore

only four swimmers were in the water (a group of
women) but others were playing or reclining on the
beach. The business ‘Sandbar on the Beach’ store
looked busy.
At 1:21 our bus pulled into the parking area at the
front door of Burning Kiln Winery near the inviting
patio. There was a group of people at the side of the
building, likely touring the facility.
Down the road a short distance we came to
Blueberry Hill Estate Winery and farm market with a
large ‘Welcome’ flag. According to driver Linda, this
business has delicious homemade baking. The shuttle
bus takes us through the hamlet of St. Williams on
our way to Carousel Stables ... a lovely setting of green
spaces, a pond, buildings and horses. About 15
minutes later we were in downtown Port Rowan, a
busy hub Saturday afternoon at 1:45.
We continued on past Stark’s Golf Course and onto
the Causeway that has open water to our left and
famous Long Point marshes to our right. Cottagers all
along the sandy beaches of Long Point were either
playing lawn games or tidying up their properties after
winter
In a matter of minutes our bus came to a halt at the
entrance to Long Point Provincial Park ... and our
journey’s end ... except after a minute stopover Linda
made a U turn and we traced the route back to Port
Dover arriving at David’s of Dover Restaurant at about
2:00 p.m.
The South Coast Shuttle bus fare is $6. Exact cash
fare is required as bus drivers do not carry change.
Tickets can also be purchased at the Port Dover
Library. Sponsors of the service will be offering free or
discounted fares as promotions and by checking with
sponsors, passengers may be able to ride at a reduced
charge.

St. Michael’s School plans
Natural Playground
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

Parents and staff at St. Michael’s School in Walsh
think the jungle gyms of the future should look more
like the jungle.
The school has struck a committee to plan and
raise funds for a “natural playground.”
The natural playground is not made of steel and
plastic and doesn’t come in fluorescent colours.
Instead, as the name suggests, the natural
playground consists of items found in nature – giant
boulders, huge tree trunks, sand pits, hollow logs,
trike and scooter paths, and shrubs and grasses
brought together to create “sacred areas.” It’s all about
getting back to basics and reconnecting kids with the
great outdoors.
The concept is gaining traction, in part, because
children’s recreation time is increasingly lived in
cyberspace. Grounding children used to involve
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Vittoria Area Businesses – The Cider Keg
confining them to the house. Today, kids don’t
consider that a punishment so long as they have
access to the Internet and their video games.
Patti Bullyment, an early childhood educator at St.
Michael’s and chair of the natural playground
committee, worries that the younger generation is
losing the ability to appreciate a beautiful summer’s
day. More and more, she sees children drawn into the
aimless orbits of cyberspace.
“This brings us back to our roots,” Patti said. “It
brings us back to our roots and makes us unafraid to
go outside and scrape a knee like we did 20 years ago
without technology.”
St. Michael’s has not set a timetable for cutting a
ribbon or established a budget. The playground
committee’s first job is to set priorities and come up
with a plan for what a natural playground might look
like. Unlike steel and plastic playground equipment,
the natural playground can sprawl and can be built in
phases depending on the availability of money and the
discovery of new ideas.

Patti shared the concept during an open house at
St. Michael’s Thursday night. Twenty parents sat in on
her presentation. The slide show included a
high-profile endorsement from a champion of the great
outdoors – Canadian environmentalist Dr. David
Suzuki.
“Natural playgrounds should be the standard for all
our playgrounds,” he is quoted as saying. “They truly
connect children with nature through play and are a
sort of classroom for the next generation of
environmental stewards.”
Parents seemed to like the idea.
“I think it’s great,” said Melissa Blain of Simcoe.
“I’m all for it. I don’t know how I can help. I know we’ve
had a couple trees fall over on our property. I feel we’re
in an environment where we’re bubble-wrapping our
kids.”
Tina Joseph of Simcoe sees enhanced safety in the
concept.
“I’d rather see kids climbing on rocks than hanging
upside down on monkey bars,” she said. “That’s
dangerous.”
The concept has already attracted financial support.
Toyotetsu in Simcoe has donated $1,500 for the
purchase of native trees and vegetation. For their part,
Vittoria firefighters have contributed $400 for the
purchase of heavy-duty tricycles for use on an
eventual trike path.

Cider Keg celebrates 25 years
- adapted from an article in the Norfolk Hub Magazine

It is hard to believe the Cider Keg turns 25 this
summer!! Over the years we have all come to enjoy the
local produce. Speaking of which, the Cider Keg
already has local asparagus, carrots, tomatoes,
cucumbers, peppers and apples on hand.
With the weather warming up we cannot forget the
cider slushies and ice cream to cool you down when
you visit the Cider Keg.
With the 25th anniversary why not try the latest
from the cider operation, a very delicious sparkling
apple and grape blend called Crimson Cabaret.
Cider has been the mainstay of the Cider Keg Farm
Market and Country Store for the past 25 years. The
firmly established product is distributed all over the
province. So what are you waiting for? Stop by the
Cider Keg, say hello to Cheryl and her staff, and enjoy
the wide variety of products that the Cider Keg has
been offering up for the past 25 years!
The Cider Keg – 1231 Hwy 24 S. at Vittoria
519-428-0882 www.ciderkeg.com
Vittoria firefighters have donated $400 toward the
construction of a “natural playground” at St. Michael's School
in Walsh. The money has been spent on a pair of heavy-duty
tricycles that will be available for use on an outdoor trike and
scooter path. Showing off the machines at an open house at
St. Michael's Thursday were Vittoria firefighters John
VandenHengel, left, and Josh Lightheart, both of Vittoria.

“I don't know how doctors pick one specialty over
another. Some you can understand. Pediatricians.
Or gynecologists delivering babies, bringing a new
life into the world, but how does someone want to
be a proctologist? How can you fall in love with
proctology?” – Bob Newhart
-22-

Vittoria Area Businesses – The Cider Keg

This satisfied customer beams as he selects some fancy
apples from a bin at the Cider Keg Farm Market – the easy
way to “pick-your-own” apples.
The Cider Keg’s Sparkling Apple Cider is a beverage
every member of your family can enjoy because it is
non-alcoholic. No artificial sugars are added to their
ciders, only the natural sugars found in the fruit.
Enjoy all of the Cider Keg’s fine products from fresh
cider, to preserves including their famous “Apple Pie in
a Jar”.
The Cider Keg is very proud of their award winning
products:
• Apple Cranberry Sparkling Cider – 1997 Canadian
Fine Food Show Best Beverage
• Apple Carrot Fresh Cider – 1999 Canadian Fine Food
Show Beverage Winner
• 750 mL Golden Apple Sparkling Cider – 2002
Canadian Fine Food Show, Best Beverage, Best
Canadian Product & Best of Show
• 750 mL Apple Peach Sparkling Cider – 2003 Good
Food Festival People’s Pick Beverage
• 750 mL Apple Peach Sparkling Cider – 2007 Good
Food Festival People’s Pick Sweet Condiment.
Try a little taste of country; buy some of the Cider
Keg’s Sparkling Apple Cider today!
Cider Keg Farm Market address – 1231 Hwy. #24
S., Vittoria, ON N0E 1W0
Phone: 519-428-0882
Cider Keg Office address – 1398 Vittoria Rd., RR 1,
Vittoria, Ontario CA N0E 1W0
Phone: (519) 426-0705, Fax: (519) 426-0211
Email: ciderkeg@kwic.com
Web: ciderkeg.com

Zach and Cheryl Peck

The Cider Keg Story
- adapted from the Cider Keg’s website

The Cider Keg’s Sparkling Apple Cider is a quality
product from start to finish!
The Cider Keg is a 5th generation family-owned
farm and company nestled in the heart of Norfolk
County near Vittoria, Ontario. They nurture 100's of
acres of orchards and farm land which surround their
farm market and cider mill. On their family farm they
cultivate and grow the finest quality Norfolk apples.
These apples are harvested at their peak and travel
from their orchards to their cider mill where they
combine the perfect blend of apples to make their
cider. They maintain total traceability from the orchard
to the finished products to ensure that all Cider Keg
products are delicious, nutritious and safe for you and
your family. All Cider Keg products are 100%
Canadian made, from the quality content and fresh
ingredients, to the processing and packaging. The
Cider Keg quality gourmet food line is a little taste of
country. Truly Canadian from field to table.
The apples run through their own belt press. They
polish the cider with a fine filtration system which
produces the perfect quality naturally sweet apple
cider. This cider is carbonated and bottled under
pressure to seal in the perfect flavour and bouquet
until you open a bottle to share with friends and
family. To truly enjoy the essence of this product,
serve chilled.

Tine Chadwick was picked up unconscious after
an accident, and was being carried to a nearby filling
station. Upon opening his eyes en route, he began to
kick and struggle desperately to get away.
Afterwards, Tine explained that the first thing he
saw was a “SHELL” sign but somebody was
standing in front of the “S”!
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Vittoria Area Businesses – The Catherwood & The Kiln
The Catherwood and the Kiln
gets favourable reviews
- adapted from reviews posted on the worldwide web

Who doesn’t love pizza? You can imagine my delight
when I found one of the best pizzas I’ve ever eaten
right here in Norfolk County from an unassuming
family style restaurant in Vittoria.
I’d heard a lot of people talking about how great the
food was at The Catherwood and The Kiln. Recently
one of my friends posted on twitter “Just had the most
amazing pizza at #Catherwood and The Kiln in
Vittoria. Mouth watering goodness”. My friend travels
all over the United States and Canada for work.
great! Very consistent and ingredients are fresh and
Therefore she eats in a lot of different restaurants. So
real. Toppings go all the way to the edge mostly, lots
I knew that if she was raving about their pizza it had
of cheese. We recommend it to everyone.
to be something extraordinary.
• The BBQ Chicken Bacon Ranch was pure mouth
I checked out their Facebook page in search of their
watering goodness! The bacon wasn’t small
menu which consists of speciality, gourmet or build
crumbled pieces but rather large strips of meaty
your own pizzas, panzerotti, chicken wings, salads and
deliciousness! A Norfolk County gem for sure!
lots of sides (including one of my new favourites, deep
• Great pizza. Best we’ve had in a long time. Sucks
fried pickles).
your so far from St. Thomas!!!
From the many tempting pizzas to choose from I
• The salads are just the best! Huge fresh greens!
ordered the “BBQ Chicken Bacon Ranch” gourmet
• The husband and I stopped there and loved it. Have
pizza. You can’t go wrong with anything with bacon on
told many people about the place. We have been
it, right? This Italian pie was generously topped with
back 2 more times and will keep going there. The
ranch sauce (instead of tomato paste), chicken, red
service was also great and fast. We have dined in
onion, bacon strips (yes, big strips, not bacon bits) and
and also had takeout.
Italian herbs. It was melt in your mouth delicious!
• Great pizza in a place I never would have thought of.
The home of The Catherwood and The Kiln was
Wish they delivered out to Long Point!! I will
built in 1835 and has previously serves as a grocery
definitely stop in again.
store and a hotel. Today, not only is the historic
• “They” were right ... very good pizza and worth the
building a pizza parlour but also a patio, art gallery
drive! We ate in and it was nice inside, interesting
and museum.
building and the greek pizza came piping hot to our
I’ve passed by this location many times and always
table in a pizza box so that we could shut the lid
wondered what awaited customers behind the large,
and keep it warm. Good idea!
dark tinted windows. I wish I’d discovered this Norfolk
• We have gotten take out at this place twice now and
County jewel sooner.
both times have been absolutely delicious! We
Here are a few other reviews from the web.
ordered subs the first time and a gourmet pizza the
• If you like a good, home made pizza or a tasty
second. The food here truly tastes fresh and
sandwich and drink, this is the place to visit.
homemade. We will definitely be returning. This
Comfortable, friendly atmosphere with clean tables,
place is actually located in the small village of
modern yet full of the old time atmosphere; perfect
Vittoria just south of Simcoe.
place to rest during your visit to charming Vittoria.
• This was my first time to this quaint family
Call or visit The Catherwood, you’ll be well served.
restaurant. The restaurant/store is filled with
• They have the best pizza and wings around. Their
pictures and local history. The staff was quick to
toppings are top quality and you get more than
come with menus and ask for a drink order. I
anywhere else. My husband loves the battered
ordered the small gourmet Greek pizza with the thin
mushrooms. Great service, great food and great
crust. The pizza was tasty however, sometimes less
staff. We highly recommend this restaurant. Nice
is more. There was both feta and mozzarella cheeses
local find!
on the pizza and although I am a huge cheese lover
• One taste of their BBQ Chicken Bacon Ranch pizza
it would have allowed more flavours to come through
was all it took to make this our favourite take out
with less mozzarella on it. I did not have a chance to
choice. Their Bundy wings and panzerotti are also
try their wings but, I definitely will be back to do so.
favourites. Food is always fresh and flavorful.
Overall good food and great service.
• I hope everyone on my friends list stops in an enjoys
The Catherwood and The Kiln is located at 1560
this Norfolk County gem. Amazing food, with
Old Brock Street in Vittoria – 519-426-2220.
unbeatable hospitality.
• Every single pizza we’ve ever had from here was
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Vittoria Area Businesses – The Good Bread Company
The Vittoria Good Bread
Company
- adapted from the information posted on the worldwide web

The Good Bread Company is a local artisan bakery
located in the historic village of Vittoria. Specializing in
quality breads, the flours, grains, and other
ingredients are always the best they can acquire,
organic if available, locally-grown and locally-milled as
much as possible.
They make an effort to have something that appeals
to every palate, and are always conscious of increasing
numbers of people with dietary restrictions and food
sensitivities. Thus they produce not only generally
appealing varieties of loaves – like their buttermilk
sandwich loaf and raisin walnut – but others that are
more easily digestible, like their various ryes,
sourdoughs, and ancient grain loaves. Further, they
have partnered with a well-respected out-of-town
gluten-free bakery in order to have breads and flours
available for those with more acute gluten allergies.
They use the best ingredients handled with old
world care.
The Good Bread Company’s Bread List reflects some
of what might be available over the course of any
normal week: Rustic Country Light Rye (their signature
loaf), Light Rye Sourdough, St. Gallener Dark Rye
Sourdough, St. Lawrence Whole Wheat Sourdough,
German Ryes, Pumpernickel, Buttermilk Sandwich
Loaf, Farmer’s Loaf, High-Fibre Raisin Bread, Raisin
Walnut Loaf, Cranberry Pecan Loaf, Hazelnut Currant
Loaf, Normandy Apple Loaf, Fig and Walnut Loaf,
Indian Summer Multigrain, Roasted Potato and Garlic
Bread, Olive Boule, Beer Bread, Spelt and Red Fife
bread, Ancient Grains loaf.
Always available with advance ordering are their
famous bun wheels – 36 tear-apart buns in a large
presentation format. These are extremely popular and
fun for parties, picnics and holiday entertaining. Just
call to order.
Here are a few customer reviews from the web.

• A visit to the absolutely charming, historic hamlet of
Vittoria, Ontario, must include a stop at The Good
Bread Company store. When you enter, the store is
filled with the heavenly aroma of freshly baked
offerings. Bread and fine quality baked goods, local
maple syrup and honey are all made to the finest
quality and taste standards, at fair prices; great on
the palate and easy on the wallet! Friendly proprietor
Rick sees that only the best grains are used in a
variety of delightfully delicious breads, rolls, cookies
and special baked goods, made on site. You’ll want
to return often.
• Amazing baked goods – have been to this bakery on
numerous occasions and have had a chance to
sample several different items from fresh brewed
coffee to cookies, tarts, breads, muffins, shortbread
(YUM), and several flavours of olive oil. It’s well
worth the time to see and smell fresh baking.
• Excellent Bread in a small, friendly, out of the way
location. Worth the drive for these handcrafted
breads. Many varieties – olive, rye, buttermilk, you
name it. Reasonably priced.
The Good Bread Company is closed on Mondays,
but open Tuesday to Saturday from 8 am to 5:30 pm,
and Sunday from 9 am to 4 pm.
Contact: The Vittoria Good Bread Company, 1550
Old Brock St. (Vittoria Road), Vittoria, ON N0E 1W0
Phone: 519-428-1300.
Email: rickposavad@yahoo.ca

There was a long lineup at the Port Rowan Farmers Market
for items from the Good Bread Company based in Vittoria.
The Farmers Market, located at the Lions Pavilion opened
for the season in early June.
I had a dream last night. I dreamed that Councillor
John Wells approached the Gate of Heaven and
asked to be admitted. “Tell me of one good thing
you did in your life,” challenged St. Peter.
“Well,” replied John, “It was Friday the 13th in
Port Dover, and I saw a group of brutal punk bikers
harassing an elderly, disabled woman, so I kicked
their leader in the shins.”
“When did this happen?”
“About forty seconds ago!”
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Vittoria Area Businesses – Kernal Peanuts; Pine Valley
Kernal Peanuts
- adapted from the information posted on the worldwide web

When problems hit the tobacco industry in the late
1970's, Ernie and Nancy Racz went nuts. Literally.
Ernie started experimenting with peanuts, which are
well suited to the light sandy soils of southwestern
Ontario. By 1982, the couple was growing peanuts
commercially.
Today, the family farm outside Vittoria houses a
peanut manufacturing, wholesale and retail operation.
Kernal Peanuts Limited grows Valencia peanuts,
then harvests and processes them for a number of
products.
The store, located in a vine-covered outbuilding, is a
nut lover’s paradise, selling salted and unsalted nuts
and flavoured nuts – garlic, barbecue, sour cream,
onion, mild and hot cajun. Peanut butter, peanut
brittle and fudge are just a few of the other delectable
delights.
Many are produced on-site and carry the Kernal
label and slogan “Nuttin’ But The Best.”
In addition, the shop stocks a variety of specialty
food items, including locally grown dried shiitake
mushrooms, shiitake mushroom powder and sparkling
apple cider. A number of gift items are on sale both in
the store and by mail.
Nancy also has a selection of antique peanut butter
cans and containers on display. Most of them were
picked up at antique shops, auctions or garage sales,
and they provide an interesting glimpse into history of
one of North America’s most popular foods.
Despite their popularity, peanuts have been getting
a bad rap in recent years because of allergies and their
high fat content. As far as the fat goes, recent research
indicates that peanuts and peanut butter are good for
your heart, helping to lower bad cholesterol and raise
levels of good cholesterol.
The key, of course is moderation – although that’s
hard to practice at Kernal peanuts, where
mouth-watering fudge is on display and the air is
redolent of fresh peanut butter. However, if you are

extremely self-disciplined
(or don’t mind giving into
temptation now and
then), Kernal Peanuts is
definitely worth a visit.
Kernal Peanuts
manufactures a wide
variety of peanut products
for wholesale, retail,
corporate and
fundraising.
A growing retail market for their peanuts is mail
order and the Internet. The primary market area is
Canada and the United States.
You can now conveniently browse their products
and securely place an order right on their website. Or
you can choose to drop in and meet them right at their
retail shop. They would be very pleased to meet you.
They have a Christmas Open House on the third
weekend of November every year. Their many beautiful
Gift Baskets, Boxes and Bags contain an assortment of
peanuts, peanut candies, other nuts and nut candies,
fudge, cider etc. They start as low as $9.99 and
increase to $50.00 or more. They can make custom gift
baskets for you. Their Gift Baskets make great gifts
anytime of the year; for your family, co-workers,
teacher, paper boy, boss, or any other special person
on your list. They can be shipped directly to you or the
person of your choice.
Kernal Peanuts is a great place to stop on a day trip
to Long Point Beach or anytime you want a get some
great local farm grown peanuts. Its a really cute place
with plenty of samples of different flavors of peanuts.
Make sure you get a photo in front of their Kitschy
Elephant sign out front. Also look at their Peanut
Memorabilia that runs above the peanut racks in the
rear of the store.
Contact: Kernal Peanuts Limited, 393 Fishers Glen
Rd., Vittoria, ON N0E 1W0
Phone: 519-426-9222, Fax: 519-426-9229
E-mail: kernal@kwic.com
Website : http://www.kernalpeanuts.com

Pine Valley Golf Club
- adapted from the information posted on the worldwide web
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In 1969, John and Linda Hofgraff purchased a
9-hole golf course named Trout Valley, which
measured about 1,500 yards.
Their dream to have an 18-hole golf course began in
1973 when they opened the present 10th and 18th
holes to lengthen the existing nine to 2,200 yards. In
1978 they opened their second nine, which John
designed and constructed.
The final stage of their plan was completed in 1980
with the construction of the clubhouse situated to
provide a beautiful view of the course. Their main
priority in building and designing the course was to
preserve the natural beauty of the trees and terrain.
After your first visit, you will see they achieved their

Ontario Volunteer Service Awards
2015 Ontario Volunteer Service
Awards
- contributed by Linda Vancso

The Vittoria & District Community Centre was the
site for the presentation of the 2015 Ontario Volunteer
Service Awards on Tuesday, May 19, 2015.
This special event, sponsored by the Ministry of
Citizenship, Immigration and International Trade and
hosted by the Vittoria and District Foundation was an
evening of appreciation for Norfolk County volunteers.
The Honourable Michael Chan, Minister of Citizenship
was present by video to bring greetings and
congratulations to the 120 recipients from many
organizations within the region.
Jean Montgomery was the guest speaker. Jean is a
volunteer and a former winner of our local Women of
Excellence Award and is currently an Instructor with
the Suicide Prevention Training Program. Jean
brought a heart-felt message about the importance of
volunteers and the far reaching impact of their actions.
She noted one of her own experiences whereby she
was coaching a grade nine basketball team, and many
years later, one of the girls on that team showed up on
a committee with Jean. The student made known the
impact Jean had made, and how, unknown to Jean,
her encouragement and support to this girl had made
such a difference.
Jean noted that as volunteers, we do make a
difference, but we do not do it for the accolades and
recognition, we volunteer because we have a heart full
of grace and love for others, and because we desire to
make our community a better place to live.
Jean especially commended the youth volunteers in
the audience, applauded their spirit and encouraged
them to continue.
Those receiving Awards for Volunteer service to the
Vittoria & District Foundation included nLarry Stanley

dream.
Noted for its natural scenic beauty, the Pine Valley
Golf Club is located near the village of Vittoria, off
Highway 24, about 16 km southwest of Simcoe,
Ontario. It is exceptionally well maintained and
manicured 18-hole, par 66 layout plays out over 4,814
yards of rolling, heavily forested terrain.
This is not a course where the long ball hitter
shines. Rather, this is a course that favours intelligent
shot management and skill. Many of Pine Valley’s
fairways contain dramatic elevation changes and/or
slopes that can play havoc with a poorly played shot.
The highlight of Pine Valley is its 206 yard, 5th
hole, widely reputed to be among the finest and most
challenging par threes in Canada, being from an
elevated tee aiming through a narrow approach to a
small green that is guarded on both sides by water.
With no room for error, players who achieve par or
better on this hole are justified in a little boasting after
their round.
After walking off the course, take advantage of Pine
Valley’s fully-licensed and air-conditioned lounge,
which offers a full breakfast, lunch and dinner menu
from 8 am to 8 pm.
Pine Valley is a scenic golf course that rewards the
player who regards accuracy and course management
as a way to produce consistently low scores. Special
golf packages are available.
Tournament bookings with golf, dinner and power
carts are available. Just call the pro shop for details.
The Pine Valley Golf Club is the perfect place to
host your golf tournament, big or small. They can
accommodate from large events to smaller groups, and
will be happy to work with you to make the day a great
success. Contact them today for available dates.
Phone: 519-426-0683
Email: donatpinevalley@hotmail.com
Address: 1148 Highway 24 East, Vittoria, Ontario
N0E1W0

Ginger Stanley, Joan Norman, Larry Stanley, Charlotte
Donaldson and Linda Vancso were recipients of Ontario
Volunteer Service Awards for their many years of
service on behalf of The Vittoria & District Foundation Inc.

“He who laughs last, thinks slowest.”
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Snapping Turtles
(20 years), nGinger Stanley (20 years), nJoan Norman
(20 years), nLinda Vancso (20 years), nCharlotte
Donaldson (15 years), nOni MacLachlan (15 years),
Dalton Cooper (5 years) and Mason Cooper (Youth
Award).
Recipients for Volunteer service to the Thompson
Memorial Park Committee included Bob VanHooren
(25 years), nFred Ludwig (40 years), Tom Smith (40
years), Ron Cullimore (20 years), nChester Stenclik
(20 years), and nEd Stenclik (20 years).
Vittoria Lioness recipients were Kim Stanley (15
years), Susan Collver (5 years)
Nominees from the Vittoria Women’s Institute were
nBetty Bosma (30 years), nDonna Schram (25 years),
Helen Watt (20 years), nPat Barker (15 years), Marilyn
Davis (5 years), and nHeather Lawrence (5 years).
Shana Greatrix was nominated for her 10 years of
volunteer service to the Port Dover Harbour Museum.
The awards ceremony was followed by fellowship
and light refreshments served by The Vittoria &
District Foundation Inc. volunteers.

When I got home the evening of the turtle sighting I
headed to the computer to learn more about the
Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentine).
The snapping turtle is Canada’s largest fresh water
turtle, weighing on average up to 35 lbs. The ‘carapace’
(upper shell) length in adulthood is usually 18 inches.
They have black, olive or brown shells typically covered
in algae. Their tails, which can be longer than their
bodies have dinosaur-like crests along their lengths.
These turtles spend most of their lives in shallow
water, where they hide under soft mud and leaf litter
with only their noses exposed to the surface to
breathe.
Snapping turtles reproduce when they reach
maturity at approximately 20 years of age. May to
June is the nesting season for snapping turtles.
Females travel over land in search of suitable nesting
sites, often choosing gravelly or sandy areas along
streams. These nests often end up in man made
structures such as dams and even the shoulders of
roads. The female digs a hole, lays up to 50 eggs in it
and then uses her back legs to cover the hole with
gravel or sand. When the eggs hatch in the fall, the
hatchlings are 2-3 centimetres long. The incubation
temperature of the eggs determines the gender of the
hatchlings. Only 7 of 10,000 eggs laid will survive.
Snapping turtles are not the best swimmers and
often walk on the bottom of the pond! They feed on
various aquatic plants and invertebrates as well as
fish, frogs, snakes, aquatic birds and relatively fresh
carrion. This species plays an important role in
keeping lakes and wetlands clean.
Unlike other Ontario turtles, the snapping turtle
has a very small plastron preventing it from
withdrawing into its shell for protection. These turtles
scare their predators away by repeatedly snapping
their powerful jaws and making hissing noises.
Snapping turtles have few natural enemies, but both
hibernating and young adults have been prey to otter
and mink. As well, raccoons, foxes, skunks, and

Snapping Turtles
- contributed by Michele Crandall

In my opinion it is always a great start to the day
when I get to see wildlife on my way to work in the
morning. The month of June brought with it many
sightings. Over a seven-day period at the beginning of
the month I saw a doe, three wild turkeys, several
rabbits, a pileated woodpecker and a snapping turtle.
Some people would say that these sightings were pure
luck or that “I was in the right place at the right time.”
I think that there is more to it than that.
I believe that I learned to observe my surroundings
at an early age. When I was a kid, our family went on
plenty of country drives. Dad was never in a hurry
while driving, however he was quick to point out
different wildlife as we came upon it. Looking back, I
bet I spent more time at the Vittoria Mill Pond as a
child than most anglers. This is where I learned to
respect nature and I am thankful to my Dad for that.
Growing up, I was lucky to be surrounded by
animals. I had everything from cats, dogs, hamsters,
gerbils, and guinea pigs to chickens and a horse.
However, the real excitement happened when
something wild took up residence at our home, usually
while it was injured and needed help getting back on
its feet. The big lesson that I learned was that “nature
usually takes care of itself” and only in extreme cases
do we interfere. I brought home many baby birds only
to be told (much to my dismay) to take them back to
where I found them, “their mother or nature will take
care of them.”
Looking back at that week’s wildlife sightings, I
think that some folks would have been most excited to
see the Pileated Woodpecker. However, I was more
excited about the turtle, probably because it brought
back those childhood memories of being at the Pond.
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North Shore Challenge Open Water Swim
opossums often eat snapping turtle eggs.
It had always been my understanding that these
turtles were an endangered species making it illegal to
kill them. Not so! According to the website
ontarionature.org Snapping turtles are on the
endangered species list, however the MNR allows the
snapping turtle to be hunted during a designated
season. Looks to me like ‘man’ is the biggest enemy of
this prehistoric looking turtle. But that’s just my
opinion!

Norfolk Hosts open water swim
event – North Shore Challenge
- adapted from an article by J.P. Antonacci in the Norfolk News

If you wanted to be particularly uncharitable, you
could blame Annaleise Carr for the miserably wet and
cold weather that coated the county over the weekend.
The skies have a habit of opening up whenever the
marathon swimmer from Walsh plans to spend time in
the water.
However, without the efforts of Annaleise and fellow
marathon swimmer Josh Reid, Norfolk wouldn’t have
played host to its first-ever Global Swim Series event,
which saw about 85 swimmers come to Norfolk from
near and far to take on Lake Erie while raising money
for Camp Trillium.
“The whole weekend has been really amazing, with
so many people coming from all over for Madison’s run
yesterday and then for this one today,” said Annaleise,
referring to Saturday’s South Coast Marathon
organized by Madison Puddy.
“It’s so cool to get all these people from all over
Canada to come to Norfolk County, and I think they’ll
come back once they see how nice it is,” Annaleise
continued from inside the covered registration area at
Turkey Point Sunday morning, while swimmers waited
for the weather to abate and their delayed races to
begin.
“The weather never cooperates with anything I do. I
should have expected this,” she laughed. “But it’s still
going to be a great day.”
The RE7 North Shore Challenge for Camp Trillium
consisted of three swims, the longest being a
3.8-kilometre course from Normandale to the Turkey
Point beach. Swimmers could also opt for a 1.5km or
750m swim starting and ending at Turkey Point.
Many local swimmers took part alongside
participants from as far away as Ottawa, Manitoulin
Island and Vancouver.
Annaleise was particularly excited that thanks to
the sponsorship of RE7 – the energy drink Annaleise
used during her marathon crossings of Lake Ontario
and Lake Erie – all proceeds from the North Shore
Challenge would be donated to Camp Trillium,
meaning the Waterford-area camp for kids with cancer
and their families would receive upwards of $3,500.
Ian Campbell drove five hours from North Bay to
swim the 1.5km course.

Swimmers head into the lake at Turkey Point to start the
North Shore Challenge open water swim for Camp Trillium.
“It’s just a lot of fun. It’s the best way to keep
fitness and fun together,” said Ian, who’s in his second
year of open water swimming.
“The first summer was so fantastic, I had to keep
going.”
Getting out of the pool and into the open water has
proved rewarding, he added.
“It’s far less restrictive than a pool. You just keep
going and going and going. And the scenery is nice,
too. I’ve been to Lake Ontario, Lake Erie, places I
wouldn’t have gone to otherwise.”
Vicki Keith crossed those bodies of water, and the
rest of the Great Lakes, during a very busy summer of
1988. The holder of 16 world records in marathon
swimming was the first person to complete a double
crossing of Lake Ontario, swimming from Toronto to
St. Catharines and back.
Vicki was on hand Sunday to blow the air horn that
started the 3.8km swim and share some words of
wisdom.
“If it’s your first race, don’t consider it a race,
consider it an experience,” she said, adding that it’s
important to get used to the water temperature, the
wind and waves, and the feeling of orienting yourself
without the aid of the walls and painted lines found in
swimming pools.
Added Annaleise, “I love swimming in the waves,
personally, because when (the water) is flat, it can get
a bit boring. The waves keep you entertained.”
The waves caused a bit of havoc for the
short-course swimmers who were blown off course,
though by the time the longer-distance swimmers left
Normandale, the wind was helping guide them in to
the beach.
Having an open water race in Norfolk is “a really
great opportunity,” said Vicki.
“I wish when I was younger there were open water
swim races, because I would have loved to have done
that. But there wasn’t anything there. It’s just
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South Coast Marathon Road Race
beginning to build.”
“It’s so nice to see the sport grow,” agreed
Annaleise.
She credited Josh for being a driving force behind
Sunday’s event. He plotted and marked the course,
going out in the morning to reset buoys after the wind
knocked them off course overnight. “He’s been a huge
part of this. I wouldn’t be able to do any of this without
him,” Annaleise said.
As the swimmers received their pre-race
instructions, Annaleise read out a text message from
one of her heroes, marathon swimmer Marilyn Bell.
“Sending all good wishes and prayers for safe,
joy-filled swimming for all. Hope the weather
cooperates,” wrote Marilyn, who was the original Lady
of the Lake before Annaleise bested her record as the
youngest person to cross Lake Ontario.
Vicki Keith said events like the North Shore
Challenge provide plenty of dramatic moments for
participants and onlookers alike.
“It’s not just the athletes that are having fun being
challenged, it’s the audience being touched by the
effort that goes into it,” she said. “In racing, we like to
see who comes in first. In open water swimming, in
marathons, we don’t just want to see who comes in
first. We want to see the struggle, the human spirit
coming through.”

Runners Kristin Reid, centre, and Derek Ritchsel, left, of
Simcoe cross the finish line alongside Simcoe native and
current Kitchener resident Matt Harrop. The trio ran the half
marathon as part of Saturday’s South Coast Marathon.
2:59:54 beat runner-up Dave Rutherford of Waterloo,
who ran the 42-kilometre course in 3:06:55.
The top female marathoner was Wilsonville’s
Michelle Black with a time of 3:55:59.
Twenty-four runners completed the marathon from
Port Rowan to Simcoe, with the rest of the participants
tackling either the half marathon or 10, five or
two-kilometre routes through the county. Younger
runners squared off in a kids race.
The chilly winds and steady downpour that
drenched volunteers and onlookers waiting for the
runners made for refreshing conditions on the course
itself, with many runners saying they preferred to race
in the cool rain rather than having the sun overhead.
“It was a lot of fun. I liked the rain,” said a smiling
Jessica VandenBussche from Turkey Point moments
after finishing the half marathon.
Volunteer route marshals manned intersections
while police officers blocked traffic to allow the runners
to pass through safely en route to an inflatable finish
line set up on Argyle Street by the Norfolk Arts Centre
in Simcoe.
Participants applauded South Coast Race Series
organizer Madison Puddy and her team of over 100
volunteers for persevering in spite of the weather to
deliver a professional, well-run day.
“It started small this year, but there were a lot of
positive people out there,” Kristin said. “It was a great
experience, and it’s definitely something Norfolk
County can build upon and make into an annual
event.”

Inaugural South Coast
Marathon race series
- adapted from an article by J.P. Antonacci in the Norfolk News

The rain couldn’t dampen the smile on Kristin
Reid’s face as she crossed the finish line in downtown
Simcoe Saturday morning.
Kristin was one of the approximately 265 runners
who took part in one of the South Coast Marathon’s
five road races through Norfolk County.
“I think it’s great – it promotes a healthy, active
lifestyle,” Kristin said of the inaugural race series.
She had run 10-kilometre races before, but
Saturday was her first crack at running a half
marathon, which she finished in two hours and four
minutes.
“This was a big leap, but I felt it was time to have
the next goal,” she said.
Runners came in from across the region and as far
away as Nova Scotia and New York State, but having
the race series in Norfolk County gave local runners
like Kristin a kind of home-field advantage.
“There were people who were cheering for me and
chanting my name the whole way along, and it felt
good that I could run with people I know and finish
close to my home,” she said. “It made it feel more like
a team effort, and kept the adrenaline going to finish
strong.”
Waterford’s Derek Flint won the South Coast
Marathon, an official qualifier for the Boston
Marathon, in just under three hours. His time of

The most important thing in life is to love someone.
The second most important thing in life is to have
someone love you. The third most important thing is
to have the first two happen at the same time.
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Flyboarding at Turkey Point; and Smugglers Run
New board sport offered in
Turkey Point
- adapted from an article by Darryl Smart in the Norfolk News

Once Wade Metz got up in the air on a flyboard last
summer, he quickly realized the endless possibilities.
This summer he’ll show you some of those
possibilities, if you take one of his flyboards for a spin
on Lake Erie in Turkey Point.
“It’s an amazing sensation when you’re up there,”
said Wade, who is from Hespeler, but called Talbot
Gardens home while playing junior hockey for the
Simcoe Storm. “I’ve tried just about every board sport.
This is just a different sensation. You can turn
yourself of different axis, and the view is great. Being a
snowboarder, wakeboarder, and longboarder, this is
the next step for me. Hopefully we can get people
hooked on it.”
That’s exactly what Wade hopes to do with his new
business, Find A Way Flyboarding, located at 239
Ordnance Drive in Turkey Point.
“If you like board sports, or the water, you’ll love
flyboarding,” Wade said. “I got hooked right away.”
Which led the recent business administration
graduate from Conostoga College to the docks
alongside Turkey Vegas Bar and Grill.
“My dad was the one that hooked it up for me as a
birthday gift,” Wade said of his initial flight last
summer at Flyboard Niagara in Jordan Station. “We
went there and I loved it right off the bat.
“When I was there, I started picking the owner’s
brain, and began talking to him all winter.”
With a new passion for flyboarding and
remembering what his Storm teammates told him
about the summers in Turkey Point, an idea clicked.
“We thought this would be the perfect place for a
business,” Wade said. “So my dad and friend (former
Paris Mounties player Merrit Crumback) have moved
here for the summer to get this going.
“I bought this and thought renting it out would be
great, especially here,” Wade said. “After going to
school for business I saw the potential this could have.
I thought this would be a great place for it. It doesn’t
take a lot of manpower. We’re running two machines,
and we’ve got a three-man operation. We’re definitely
making it work.”
And with signs being put up at the end of last week,
and social media sites in tact and online, they’re
hoping for the customers to come.
“We’re hoping word catches quick,” Wade said. “So
far we’ve had some great feedback and the reaction
from area businesses and people seeing us is great. I
think we’re the only one on Lake Erie with one of
these.”
Cost to rent a flyboard is $149 for a 30 minute
flight, which comes with a helmet, life jacket and some
instruction before getting out on the water. If patrons
want to catch their action with a camera, they have
one to hook up to your helmet for an additional $59.

For more information visit
www.findawayflyboarding.ca, or follow on Facebook, or
Twitter @FlyboardTP. To book your flight you can call
519-503-4151.

Heritage buildings
- contributed by Mary Caughill

Our community is rich in heritage and heritage
buildings. Over the past year, a number of changes
have happened to some of these old buildings.
Many of you may have heard with sadness, the
closing of the Vittoria Baptist church after so many
years of service to the village and local area. The
designated heritage building has been put up for sale
as well as the former parsonage. We all wait with
baited breath as to the outcome of this development.
The Finlay/Bingleman residence, on Murray Street,
another designated heritage residence, has changed
hands but stayed within the Bingleman family. The
new owners are working diligently to breathe new life
into this lovely old home.
Kudos should be given to Don Fort and his wife for
the wonderful work over the years they have done to
preserve the old Hewitt/McIsaac residence on Hewitt
St.
Another long-time property, the former home of the
late John and Iris Cooper up on the hill west of
Vittoria has changed hands and the rumours are that
new owners are also working to restore this old home.
Finally, it is with a sad heart that we report that the
lovely old barn located on the south side of the Front
Rd, not far from Port Ryerse, and formerly owned for
many years by the late Jim Ryerson has been torn
down. Supposedly, the barn was built in the late
1800s by Amos A. Stickney.
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Ada Stenclik reached 100
In loving memory of Ada
Stenclik
- contributed by Ada’s family via Tracy Haskett

It is with great sadness we announce the passing of
nAda Erie (Hill) Haskett Stenclik on March 12, 2015 at
Norview Lodge, Simcoe. Predeceased by her parents
Jessie and Thomas Hill; her first husband Clarence
Haskett and her second husband Chester Stenclik. Ada
was also predeceased by her brothers Thomas and
Harold Hill. She is survived by her sister Marion
Macauley. Ada is also survived by her children Marion
Brooks (Jim); Thomas Haskett (Joan); Carol Anne
Haskett (Ken Hatt); Chester Stenclik (Laurie); Fran
Stenclik and Ed Stenclik (Terri). She is also survived by
several grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces and
nephews.
Ada was born on January 10,1915 on the north side
of the Vittoria road across from what we know now as
Scotlynn Commodities. She later moved to the original
Duncan McCall farm which is where her son Tom
Haskett lives now. Ada went to the Vittoria school
which is now an apartment building. Ada lived on the
farm until she married and moved to Vittoria on the
corner of Fisher’s Glen Road and Vittoria Road.
Ada was a natural loving caregiver for family and
through various employment over the years. Starting
with her first job caring for new mothers who needed
help with housework to later in life working at Norview
Retirement Home, Ada’s caring for others was endless
but family always came first. She would always
welcome family, children, grandchildren, great
grandchildren to come and stay.
Blessed with a very strong community connection
and an active volunteer with the Women’s Institute and
the United Church Women or UCW, Ada would give the
community her time whenever needed.
Ada was an exceptional cook and was well known for
freshly baked bread that she sold to cottagers heading
to the lake on the corner where she lived. There were
long lines of cars waiting to purchase her bread on the
weekends. Ada would cook wonderful holiday meals for
family. Some of the most cherished recipes were her
tomato and rice soup, her date cookies, butter tarts
and, of course her bread.
Family or stranger, she treated everyone with the
utmost respect, never judging, always taking time to
listen and offering some advice, usually in the form of a
story. As a talented story teller she would leave you
with her witty story and a smile or a laugh. She loved a
great party.
Ada’s talents were endless. She was a very creative
person with her National award-winning Tri-Cem
painting to her crochet, knitting and seamstress work.
She had a knack of turning her talent into money. She
sewed clothing or made crafts for the fair. She
mentioned once that she won enough money in fair
prizes to buy all her Christmas gifts.
So many stories, hugs, treats and laughs — she will
be missed.

HONOR MOM’S LEGACY
Let us pause and simply honour the women who are in
many cases our guiding lights. If you still have the
opportunity, hold her hand and tell her what she means to
you, for someday that opportunity will be gone. And if she
has gone to Heaven, take comfort in knowing that her
spirit remains with you, and in fact she lives on in you now
and forever.
My mother was:
• My best friend and biggest cheerleader;
• My most trusted confidante and adviser;
• My steady source of unconditional love, even when I
was at my least lovable;
• The life of the party and loved by all who knew her;
• A master in the kitchen;
• My most influential role model.
She taught me:
• The importance of a strong work ethic;
• The meaning of loyalty and generosity;
• How to be a strong, independent person;
• To never give up and that “this, too, shall pass”;
• The innumerable merits of a having a positive attitude;
• That it really is better to give than to receive;
• To make the most of all that comes, and the least of all
that goes;
• That a good marriage is made up of two good
forgivers;
• That the most important quality in a spouse is simple
kindness;
• That it takes two to fight;
• That God called you not to make your spouse good,
but to make him or her happy;
• That you can't teach your children to like spinach if
every time they see you eating yours, you gag;
• That you don't have to like worms to go fishing.
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Rambling
Shortest career in history
This is a short, sad, true story about what is
undoubtedly the shortest documented active Umpiring
career in Softball history. Back in the late 1990s, I helped
found the Central Norfolk Minor Softball Association, which,
in its heyday oversaw the activities of 30+ teams in 6 age
categories from about a dozen towns and villages in Norfolk
County.
I was also CNMSA Secretary, drew up all of the
schedules, and was expected to mediate and arbitrate
official protests and disputes between teams. In order to
make fair, unbiased and knowledgeable decisions, I knew I
must be sure I knew the OASA Rule book intimately. How
better to master the rules than register to become a carded
umpire? So I did that. I had no intention of ever umpiring a
game, but I wanted the confidence gained by acquiring
carded-ump accreditation. So far, so good!
After mediating a number of protests, it was abundantly
clear to me that neither fans, players, coaches or managers
really had much knowledge of the most intricate rules of the
game, beyond those common decisions prevalent in every
game. Most protests were over the stupidest disagreements!
At the conclusion of one season, I went to Waterford to
present the trophy at the end of the final playoff game
between the Waterford Midget/Juvenile girls and their
Windham counterparts. When game time came, the plate
umpire came to where I was sitting in the stands and
informed me that the base ump had been delayed, so I
would have to stand in for him and get the game started.
I had no desire to comply, but the plate ump happened
to be the President of the Central Norfolk Minor Softball
Association, and we needed to get the season wrapped up,
so I reluctantly agreed to fill in until the scheduled base
ump arrived.
It was Waterford’s home game, so Windham batted first.
The Windham batter hit the first pitch, smashing a hard
grounder down the third base line. The third baseman
fielded it cleanly and fired the long throw across to first
base. Although it was a very close play, the batter barely
beat the throw, therefore I called her “Safe!”. The Waterford
players, coaches and fans erupted angrily, arguing that the
runner was “out by a mile”, but to no avail.
On the first pitch to the second Windham batter, she
swung and missed, but the Waterford catcher had a great
throwing arm and when the baserunner streaked for second
in an attempt to steal a base, the catcher’s perfect throw
gave the second baseman time to tag the sliding baserunner
out on another close play. “Out!” I called and signalled. This
time it was the Windham players, coaches and fans who
erupted.
I had only been umpiring for about a minute – time
enough for two close plays, two perfect calls, two eruptions
(one by each side) and time for everybody on both sides to
abuse me verbally. You can imagine my relief as I noticed
the real base ump hurrying into the ball park. He took my
place on the field, and I slunk dejectedly back to the
grandstand.
After only two pitches, my umpiring career was history.
Umpire “Two-pitch” Cruickshank never umpired before or
since that ignominious day. But the experience confirmed
and reinforced the great respect I have for those men and
women who are willing to volunteer their time as umpires
and referees, and withstand the kind of brutal verbal abuse
levelled at them.

I had a dream last night. I dreamed that Gary
Cooper, Tom Haskett and Jim Melville were all killed
in a horrible traffic accident. When they got to
heaven, they had to attend an orientation.
They all were asked, “When you are in your
casket and friends and family are mourning you,
what would you like to hear them say about you?”
Gary said, “I would like to hear them say that I
was a good family man, a successful businessman
and farmer, and a dedicated promoter of procuring
off-shore labour for farms.”
Tom said, “I would like to hear them say that I
too, was a great family man, as well as a successful
farmer, an innovator with vision, and a generous
contributor to my community.”
Jim said, “I would like to hear them say ... ‘Look,
he’s moving!’”
THIS STORY IS ATTRIBUTED TO MARK TWAIN:
“I once heard a preacher who was powerful good.
I decided to give him every cent I had with me.
“But he kept at it too long. Ten minutes later I
decided to keep the bills and give him my loose
change.
“Another ten minutes and I was darned if I’d give
him anything at all.
“Then, when he finally stopped, and the plate
came around, I was so exhausted, I stole two dollars
from the plate in sheer spite.” Twain concluded, “It
all goes to show how a little thing like this can lead
to crime.”
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Snapd at the V&DF’s 2015 Spaghetti Dinner & Auction

Student volunteers Drew Grummett and Clio Hansen
cheerfully helped where needed both Friday and Saturday.

V&DF President Gary Cooper and Boosters Chair Tom
Haskett helped keep things moving smoothly.

Tracy Haskett, Regina Lambert, Team Leader John
Donaldson, Michele Crandall, and Lucas Crandall looked
after the Raffle, the Toonie Draw and the Door prizes.

Dalton Cooper and Rachelle Walters were two of the
enthusiastic young volunteers from the
upcoming generation to lend a hand.
Another sell-out crowd of 320 enjoyed the meal and the
excitement of the Live Auction bidding at our 19th Annual
Spaghetti Dinner & Auction.

Two boys were walking home from church after
hearing a strong sermon on the devil. One said to the
other, “What do you think about all this Satan stuff?”
The other boy replied, “Well, you know how Santa
Claus turned out. It's probably just your dad!”

"A mother is the best friend God ever gave." – Anon.
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Snapd at the V&DF’s 2015 Spaghetti Dinner & Auction

Heritage Committee member Linda Vancso (above)
introduced our 2014 V&DF Scholarship recipient Erika
Aelterman who spoke briefly.

For the 18th time, Auctioneer Lyle Smith did another superb
job of persuading bidders to dig deep for more than 75
remarkable Live Auction items.

Tine and Betty-Marie Chadwick were in charge of
dispensing refreshments at the bar.

Melynda Norman-Lee, Marie Wippel and Team Leader
Joan Norman sold 100+ Silent Auction treasures.

Warner and Monique Maerten, and Jeannie and
Lyle Smith have patronized the V&DF’s
Spaghetti Dinner & Auction for many years.

Brenda Cooper, Ron Bezzo, Gary Cooper and Jim Melville
helped display the 75+ Live Auction items.

“Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does.”

If you think you are too small to make a difference,
try sleeping with a mosquito. – Dalai Lama
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Wrapping it up, and Coming Events

COMING EVENTS

Wrapping it up!
We have been known to occasionally make mistakes. As time
goes by, we seem to do that more and more often. We
apologize for all errors and omissions.
Items in this newsletter are often excerpted or adapted from
the local newspapers (Simcoe Reformer, Norfolk Hub, Port
Dover Maple Leaf, Times-Reformer) and other publications,
and we thank them and their writers.
Thank you to all contributors of photos, articles and other
materials, as well as proofreading services – J.P. Antonacci,
nMary Caughill, Eddie Chau, Michael Crabb, Michele
Crandall, nTwila Cruickshank, Sarah Doktor, nJohn
Donaldson, Family of nAda Stenclik, nDon Fort, nTracy
Haskett, Diane Juhasz, David Judd, Donna McMillan, Stan
Morris, nJoan Norman, nMelynda Norman-Lee, Daniel R.
Pearce, Jacob Robinson, Dave Scott, Barbara Simpson,
Darryl Smart, Monte Sonnenberg, Katie Starr, nLinda
Vancso, Heather Walters, Dan Wiest, nFrances Winter;
The Delhi News-Record, The Norfolk Hub Magazine, The
Norfolk News, The Port Dover Maple Leaf, The Simcoe
Reformer, Snap Haldimand-Norfolk, The Toronto Star, the
Wikipedia website, and the worldwide web.
Thank you to nJoan Norman and her crew for stuffing and
labelling the envelopes containing the newsletters, and for
distributing a number of them. Thanks also to Sheelagh
McFarlane for stamping and mailing the Vittoria Booster
envelopes.
Anyone who wishes to contribute an article for the next
Vittoria Booster, please contact Roger. All contributed
items welcome, including Letters to the Editor!

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL EVENTS ARE AT THE VDCC
(VITTORIA & DISTRICT COMMUNITY CENTRE)
35 OAKES BLVD.

Important Message From The
V&DF Executive

When contributing one or more items to our Auction, please
complete the Auction Contribution form giving a realistic
estimated value for each item and tell us whether or not you need
a receipt, and whose name and address goes on it. Nearly all
contributors did that this year and it was really very helpful.

Sun. Sept. ?

FALL CHURCH SERVICE ~ at Christ Church
Anglican, at 7 Lamport Street, Vittoria. 3:00 pm. Light
refreshments at the Town Hall after the service. To
confirm date, Contact James at 519-429-9511.

Sun. Oct. 18

WOODHOUSE UNITED CHURCH 215TH
ANNIVERSARY ~ Service at 9:30 am. Light
refreshments after the service. 2164 Hwy. 24 South.
Contact Roger at 519-426-0234.

Sat. Dec. 5

Vittoria Lions Club Turkey Raffle. 8:00 - 11:00 pm.
Free Admission/Door prize.

Sat. Dec. 12

Vittoria Firefighters Turkey Raffle. 8:00 - 11:00 pm.
Free Admission/Door prize. (Unconfirmed)

Sat. Dec. ??

Thompson Memorial Park Committee Elimination
Draw. 9 pm. 13 Cash Prizes. (Unconfirmed)

LAMPORT CLUB EXECUTIVE ~ 2ND THURSDAY at 2 pm
(in Town Hall)
LAMPORT CLUB POTLUCK ~ 4TH THURSDAY at 6:30 pm
(in Town Hall)
LIONESS CLUB ~ 2ND WEDNESDAY at 7 pm (in VDCC)
LIONS CLUB ~ 1ST and 3RD WEDNESDAYS at 7 pm (in VDCC)
UNITED CHURCH WOMEN ~ 1ST TUESDAY at 7:30 pm
(in St. Andrew’s United Church)
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE ~ 2ND WEDNESDAY at 1 pm (in Town Hall)
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

One way is to fill out and return your own membership application
forms, including whether or not an Income Tax receipt is needed.
This has to be done for the ‘paper trail’ required. Thankfully,
almost all members already do this. Receipts for membership will
be provided only if requested.

3.

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH CEMETERY
DECORATION DAY ~ Service at 2:00 pm in the
church at 1557 Old Brock Street. Contact Marion at
519-426-4545.

REGULAR MONTHLY ACTIVITIES
(Some organizations cancel summer and December meetings.
Please check with the Organization)

Conveners and helpers at the Spaghetti Dinner & Auction are also
unpaid volunteers, as are those who assist at the Ontario
Volunteer Service Awards ceremonies.
Workloads vary, but some volunteer hundreds of hours each year
to keep the Foundation moving forward so successfully.
We have three simple requests that all members and contributors
can help with, to simplify the workload for these volunteers.

The Auditors have also suggested that we ask all members to
renew by cheque, or by credit or debit card, rather than cash, if
possible. This too, will provide that easy-to-follow ‘paper trail’ the
Auditors need.

Sun. Aug. 9

Sat. Nov. 14 ONE-OF-A-KIND IN VITTORIA ~ 30th annual Show
Sun. Nov. 15 and Sale, featuring upscale Crafts, Photography,
Quilts, Pottery, Art, Woodcrafts, etc. Contact Joan at
226-931-6518.

The Executive and Directors of The Vittoria & District Foundation
Inc. are all unpaid volunteers. Executive members are:
President – nGary Cooper
Vice-President – nTine Chadwick
Treasurer – nBrenda Cooper
Secretary – nBrenda Cooper
Assistant Secretary – nTracy Haskett
Chair of the Boosters Committee – nTom Haskett
Chair of the Heritage Committee – nDon Fort
Chair of the Membership Committee – nBrenda Cooper
Website Co-ordinator – nDon Fort
Booster Editor – nRoger Cruickshank

2.

WOODHOUSE UNITED CHURCH CEMETERY
DECORATION DAY ~ Service at 9:30 am outside in
the Cemetery, behind the Church at 2164 Hwy. 24
South, weather permitting. In the Sanctuary if
weather is inclement. Light refreshments after the
service. Contact Roger at 519-426-0234.

Sat. Nov. 14 CHRISTMAS IN VITTORIA ~ 18th annual Tour and
Sun. Nov. 15 Luncheon at 9 venues in or near Vittoria. Unique
variety of specialty foods and the best of local
crafters and artisans. Contact Cheryl at
519-426-0705.

The Vittoria & District Foundation
P.O. Box 45 Vittoria, Ontario N0E 1W0
519-426-0234
godfather@kwic.com

1.

Sun. Aug. 9

The Vittoria & District Foundation Inc. (V&DF) is a
registered charity created to provide facilities and
programs to improve the quality of life for residents in and
around Vittoria. All Directors of the V&DF are unpaid
volunteers. Since it’s inception in 1997, the V&DF and its
partners in the “Magnificent Seven” have raised and
contributed more than Six Hundred Thousand Dollars
to a variety of worthwhile community projects
in and around the village.
To become a member of The V&DF, please contact
Brenda at 519-428-8700 or 519-426-3564
or Tracy at (519) 583-9827
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