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Milestone Anniversaries Celebrated
nGertrude and nClair Smith, 55th on April 21
Donna and Don Bitschy, 50th on May 21
nMarie and nDon Ames, 60th on June 2
nMuriel and nJohn Dennis, 60th on June 2
Bernice and Ken Guiler, 45th on June 12
nEvelyn and Ernest Shoff, 60th on June 30

In Memoriam
John Philip Rundle, ae 85 on January 2
Jason Daniel Crandall, ae 44 on January 5
Susan Kelly (Cormier) Berg, ae 56 on January 5
Reuben Kotanko, ae 85 on January 6
Sandra Elizabeth (Meahan) Herrewynen, ae 59 on January 15
William Thomas (Bill) Schoffro, ae 72 on January 24
nThomas Hammond Drayson, ae 81 on February 5
nFrances Pauline (Ames) Pye, ae 79 on February 13
Mary Julia “Mary Jo” Coville, ae 74 on February 22
Joan Mary (Smith) McNeice, ae 80 on February 26
Donald Raymond Lampman, ae 76 on March 2
David Whitehead, ae 80 on March 6
Douglas Blackett, ae 69 on March 12
Larry Smith, ae 62 on March 20
Gary Robertson, ae 69 on March 25
Bonnie Sharpe, ae 66 on March 28
Roy Good, ae 93 on April 4
Carole Lee Moore, ae 74 on April 8
Dr. Ross Lee Clapp Jr., ae 94 on April 27
Robert Saunders, on April 29
Brett Butler Harry Barrett, 31 on May 3
Terry Ross Scarrett, ae 55 on May 4
nRobert “Bob” Anstee, ae 63 on May 10
Margaret Jane “Minnie” (Phibbs) Brown, ae 102 on May 10
Helen Mary (Bodo) Gorodnick, ae 80 on May 27
Ray Albert Howick, ae 79 on May 30
Brian Alfred Jackson, ae 57 on May 30
William “Bill” John Tarvit, ae 85 on May 30
Mary Rosina (Wickham) Baka, ae 69 on June 15
Margaret May “Maggie” (Brandon) Moore ae 87 on June 16
Marion Elizabeth (Hammond) Anstee, ae 77 on June 28

Others in the 60+ Club
nRuth and nJohn Clayton, 61st on May 14
Gloria and Don Dutton, 66th on May 24
nFaye and nNeal Snow, 64th on June 7

Milestone Birthdays Celebrated
nDoris Dutton, 80 on February 5
Helen Watt, 85 on February 15
nLouise McCann, 75 on February 22
nRoseMarie Smith, 75 on March 18
nBernice Depner, 75 on April 1
Bill Pettit, 85 on April 20
nMyrtle Smith, 90 on April 28
nCecelia DePoorter, 80 on April 29
nMonte Smith, 75 on May 4
Frances Kraus, 75 on May 7
Shirley Luke, 80 on May 8
nMarg Savory, 75 on May 22
nJay McKiee, 85 on May 23
nWilma Smith, 90 on June 23

Others in the 90+ Club
nLaura Snow, 99 on January 17
Pauline Cole, 94 on March 16
Irene Nicoll, 96 on March 31
Annie Racz, 93 on April 14
Vera Overbaugh, 91 on April 17
Mary Culliford, 91 on April 24
Lenore Tupper, 93 on April 30
nBetty Bosma, 93 on May 12
nJim Cruise, 91 on June 26

2017 ANNUAL MEETING
of

THE VITTORIA & DISTRICT FOUNDATION INC.
Thursday February 2, 2017 ~ 7:00 pm
at

The Vittoria & District Community Centre
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Thank you, Contributors!
The Vittoria & District Foundation Inc.
sincerely thanks all of these generous
contributors who donated items to
our very successful 2016 Auction!
Aitken’s Chevrolet Buick GMC,
Simcoe
Anonymous Friends of the
Foundation
nBrenda and nLarry Assel, Vittoria
nPat Barker, Simcoe
Barrel Restaurant, Simcoe
BC Appraisals Inc., Simcoe
Michele Beckett, Port Dover
nPaul and Cindy Beischlag, Port
Dover
nRon and nMarian Bezzo, Vittoria
Blue Star Ford, Simcoe
nPeter Bosma, Green's Corner
Bridge Yachts Ltd., Port Dover
Burning Kiln Winery, St. Williams
V&DF Members and Three West
Trends, Simcoe
Carquest - Norfolk Auto Parts,
Simcoe
The Catherwood and the Kiln. Vittoria
nMary Caughill, Simcoe
nJohn Chadwick, Vittoria
nDoug and nTine Chadwick, Vittoria
nJackie Chadwick, Vittoria
nLydia Barker-Chapman, Vittoria
nCherwaty's Service Station, Walsh
Station
nJames R. Christison, Waterford
nJohn and nRuth Clayton, Delhi
nHelen Colombus, Vittoria
nBrenda Cooper, Simcoe
Cottage North Soap Works, Port
Dover
Pat Courtnage, Port Dover
nMaebelle Cruickshank, Port Dover
nRoger Cruickshank, St. Williams
nTwila and nRoger Cruickshank,
Vittoria
nKaren Culver, Simcoe
nGeorge and nSusan Davidson.
Vittoria
Sante DeCarolis, Vittoria
Marcel DeLeebeeck, St. Williams
nPatti Dobias, St. Williams
nCharlotte Donaldson, Simcoe
nVirginia Drayson, Simcoe
nSusan Drayson, Simcoe
nDoris and nStacey Dutton,
Bournemouth UK

Eising Garden Centre, Renton
Bailey Fort, Vittoria
nDon Fort, Vittoria
nSandy Gedye, Simcoe
Carol Gerrett, Port Dover
nVic Gibbons, Charlotteville
Alec Godden, Jarvis
Ed and Terry Stenclik of Gram's
Pantry, Vittoria
Good, Redden, Klosler, Simcoe
nVicki Harris, Simcoe
nMichael T. Haskett of M.T.H.
Fabrications, Vittoria
nTom Haskett, Vittoria
nTracy Haskett, Port Dover
Jan and Jeremy Hayes, Port Dover
Haywood Automotive, Halfway
nJohn and nLinda Hofgraff, Vittoria
Lanny Horne, Simcoe
Candice Hutter, Simcoe
Jim Jackson, Simcoe
KAL Tire, Simcoe
nJean Karges, Port Dover
The Cider Keg, Vittoria
Veronica (Lasanowski) Kempster and
Brian Kempster, Ingersoll
Susan and Don Kendrick, Simcoe
nRegina Lambert, Simcoe
nMelynda Norman-Lee and Jason
Lee, Little Britain
Ken Heaman and Allen Leighton,
Vittoria
Heartland Mutual Insurance
Company, Waterloo
nKeith and nJoan Johnstone,
Vittoria
Gail Lemery, Waterford
nRose and nFred Ludwig, Simcoe
nCharlie and nDiane Luke, Simcoe
nM&M Meat Shops, Simcoe
nMarion Macaulay, Burlington
The Vittoria MAFIA
nGail Marr, Simcoe
Art Martin, Simcoe
Mary’s Shoes, Simcoe
Donna Matthews, Port Dover
nLouise and nBruce McCann, Port
Dover
nCalvin C. McDougall, Simcoe
Mary McKee, Simcoe
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nJim Melville, Vittoria
Sheila Miller, Port Dover
Mitt & Robe, Simcoe
Mike's No Frills, Port Dover
Norfolk Agricultural Society
Norfolk County Tourism
Norfolk Tractor, Simcoe
nJoan Norman, Vittoria
nRose Pettit, Delhi
nPhyllis Pollet, Vittoria
nLois and nKen Porteous, Port
Dover
Premier Equipment, Simcoe
nNancy Racz, nTerry Anderson and
nGinger Stanley, Vittoria
nNancy Racz of Kernal Peanuts,
Vittoria
Ramblin' Road Brewery Farm,
LaSalette
Wray and Saundra Rodgers, Simcoe
Mary and Neil Rutherford, Waterford
nMarion Sherman, Vittoria
nJim Simmons, Simcoe
Sandra Brown of SMB Antiques, Port
Dover
nClair Smith, Simcoe
nGertrude Smith, Simcoe
nGinger and nLarry Stanley, Vittoria
nRosemary Stickl, Vittoria
nDiane and nJohn Cooper of
Strawberry Tyme Farms, Walsh
Sun Tan Bar & Grill, Turkey Point
Brian Tarvit, London
nJim Tiller and nBrenda Cooper,
Simcoe
Trustees of Christ Church Anglican,
Vittoria
Turkey Point Hotel, Turkey Point
Vandenbussche Irrigation, Delhi
Vittoria Lamport Club
Vittoria Lions Club and Vittoria
Lioness Club
Vittoria Women's Institute
Mike and Diane Vrooman, Simcoe
Waterford Heritage & Agricultural
Museum, Waterford
Bernie and Marg Wesseling, Renton
nMadaline Wilson, Walsh

Thank you, Volunteers! and Remembering Tom Drayson
Thanks also to our wonderful 2016 volunteers. Without your help it would be
impossible to do what we do for our community and our district.
Karen Aspden
Michele Beckett
Madisyn Berg
Sierra Berg
nRon Bezzo
Christy Brown
Corrin Bolle
Barb Boyko
Cohen Butler
Douglas Butler
nMary Caughill
Chayse Chadwick
nJohn Chadwick
nJames Christison
nHelen Colombus

nBrenda Cooper
Dalton Cooper
nGary Cooper
Mason Cooper
Meg Cooper
nLucas Crandall
nRick Crandall
nRoger Cruickshank
nTwila Cruickshank
nRay Danley
nGeorge Davidson
nSusan Davidson
nRick Dawtry
nJohn Donaldson
nSusan Drayson
nVirgina Drayson

nDon Fort
nBarb Galuppi
Raya Gaudett
Tara Gaudett
nSandy Gedye
Brianna Harriott
nKaren Harriott
Matthew Harriott
nJoan Haskett
nTom Haskett
nTracy Haskett
nClark Hoskin
nJean Karges
Susan Kendrick
nAnn Koluk
Claire Laevens

nRegina Lambert
nHeather Lawrence
Jayson Ludwig
nDiane Luke
Mary Lou Luke
Sheelagh McFarlane
nJim Melville
Nancy Neidrauer
nJoan Norman
nMelynda Norman-Lee
Zach Peck
Bob Pepper
nPhyllis Pollet
nErnie Racz
nNancy Racz
Chuck Sherman

nMarion Sherman
nGertrude Smith
Lyle Smith
Tom Smith
nGinger Stanley
nRosemary Stickl
Derick Stone
nJim Tiller
Curtis Vallee
nLinda Vancso
Calvin Vanrooy
nJudy Walters
Rachelle Walters
nFrances Winter
nMarie Wippel

with set up of displays
for the Simcoe
Christmas Panorama.
Tom was rewarded
with being named
Simcoe’s citizen of the
year in 1988.
Tom, who had a
35-year career at the
American Can, grew up
in Villa Nova after his
parents moved to the
rural hamlet from
Windsor, Ontario, when
he was a child.
He also enjoyed
collecting old items.
“Beer mats, trains, anything he could collect, he
collected it,” said Virginia.
Ron Anderson of Brantford, who grew up in Villa
Nova at the same time as Drayson, said his friend
“loved rail” and became knowledgeable about the New
York Central trains that used to roll through the
hamlet.
Tom, he said, was “quite a character” and his
personality was the opposite of his parents, who he
described as “very conservative, very English, very
proper.”
Tom is survived by his wife Virginia, son Bob and
daughter Susan, as well as two grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren.

Tom Drayson: actor, volunteer,
citizen of the year
- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer

nTom Drayson went from being an actor in Simcoe
Little Theatre plays to landing parts in television
commercials and film.
It was a short-lived professional career for Tom,
who died at age 81, but that wasn’t the point.
“He had fun with it,” recalled his wife nVirginia.
“He enjoyed it for a couple of years.”
Tom Drayson was known for having – and creating
– fun. He played comic roles on stage, his sense of
humour magnified by his short, squat features.
Tom wasn’t afraid of risks either. One time he
dressed as Big Bird and took part in a kids’ dance
recital. In the 1970s, he dressed as a lion for a
children’s production held on the Civic holiday
weekend and rode through Simcoe’s parade in
costume in a cage.
He was also known for singing his own humorous
rendition of “Oh Lord It’s Hard To Be Humble” for the
annual Lions Club variety show.
Tom was more than a comic act, however.
Off stage he gave to the community in unsung
ways. He built countless sets for both the Lions Show
and SLT productions.
His pickup truck, often with theatre props sticking
up in the back, was a constant sight in town.
“Anybody who wanted something moved from point
A to point B, he’d do it,” said Virginia.
Tom also helped with Boy Scouts and was a past
Master of Masonic Lodges in Simcoe and Waterford. He
was an active member of the Trinity Anglican Church
and the Vittoria & District Foundation Inc., and helped

“Oh Lord it's hard to be humble, when you're perfect
in every way. I can't wait to look in the mirror
cause I get better looking each day...”
-3-

Frances Pye; and Mike Marini ~ PD Citizen of the Year
in Norfolk County since December. Const. Sanchuk
called the crash “a stark reminder” to the public to
drive with caution and to reduce speed when weather
conditions worsen.
Frances is survived by a daughter Adele Waite of
Aylmer and two granddaughters. She was predeceased
by her husband Eldin.

Frances Pye put ‘heart and
soul’ into community
- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer

A St. Williams
woman who died in a
car crash this winter
had founded a monthly
music jam for seniors at
her village community
centre and was a
longtime volunteer at
Port Rowan’s thrift
store.
nFrances Pye, whose
vehicle missed a curve
on Front Road and
plunged down a 50-foot
ravine, cooked for the
Sunday jams and
helped run them.
Seniors drive in from St. Catharines and Kitchener
for the dances, said friend Joyce Doerksen, and
Frances knew all their names.
Frances also volunteered at the Port Rowan Thrift
Shoppe, a charity that sells clothing and household
items at discounted prices, for close to 20 years.
“Whatever she did, she put her heart and soul into
it,” said Joyce, who also manages the thrift store. “The
community will miss her big time.”
Frances knew every child in St. Williams and often
greeted people with a hug and a kiss, said Robin
DeCloet of Langton, who grew up in the village.
“Once she knew you, you had a spot in her heart
forever,” said Robin. “She was involved in so many
community organizations. She was remarkable.”
Frances didn’t let old age get in the way of being
active and “wasn’t afraid to do anything,” said
Doerksen.
At the thrift store, she used a walker to move boxes
of items around the shop and drove herself to Oshawa
to visit her brother, she noted.
Frances was also active in the St. Williams United
Church and belonged to the Norfolk Old Tyme Music
Association.
Frances was westbound on Front Road when her
vehicle missed an s-curve, left the road, went into the
ravine, hit a tree at the bottom, and rolled over.
The crash took place at about 10:48 a.m. just
southwest of St. Williams, say Norfolk OPP. Front
Road was closed for part of Saturday while police
investigated the crash.
Police have yet to come to any conclusion about
cause, said Norfolk OPP Const. Ed Sanchuk.
The scene has been examined, Const. Sanchuk
said, and police will have the vehicle mechanically
inspected.
The death is the latest in a string of fatal accidents

Port Dover’s Citizen of the Year
Mike Marini honoured at
sold-out banquet
- adapted from an article by Paul Morris in the Port Dover Maple
Leaf

The Cove Room was filled to capacity with family,
friends and co-workers to honour and recognize Port
Dover’s 2016 Citizen of the Year Mike Marini (formerly
of Vittoria).
After the all-you-can eat banquet of Erie Beach
salads, celery bread, perch, roast beef and all the
trimmings, the gathering sat back for a relaxed and
warm-hearted mixture of fun and serious moments.
Gary Hepburn and Bruce Shoff were MCs and
outlined some of the reasons Mike was named this
year’s top citizen.
Norfolk Mayor nCharlie Luke commented, “it is
important for communities to recognize individuals.”
In praising the contributions of Mike Marini over a
span of many years the mayor observed “Mike
provided a compassionate ear and offered a wealth of
information to customers.” The mayor said he is aware
that because of Mike’s knowledge some people would
talk to him first before going to their family doctor.
In presenting Mike with a Norfolk County scroll of
appreciation, Mayor Luke stated. “Mike Marini is a
true community treasure for Norfolk County and Port
Dover. This recognition is well deserved.”
Toby Barrett, MPP, made references to the excellent
service at Dover Apothecary, commenting that
customers “get very, very valuable advice when you
didn’t know where else to go.”
MPP Barrett said this type of service follows in the
footsteps of (the late pharmacist) Ted Jaques who was
also very well-respected in Port Dover.
“You can bet your life on Mike’s advice!” said the
MPP before presenting an Ontario scroll of
appreciation.
A scroll of appreciation from Diane Finley MP was
presented in her absence by Board of Trade President
Adam Veri.
Sheena Marini took her turn to address the
gathering, telling stories of being married to this man.
With loving and light-hearted pokes, which she
described as the “not so St. Michael stories,” Sheena
recalled how regularly he would leave home to deliver a
prescription, “saying I’ll be back in 10 minutes” and
return hours later.
Her story that he delivers medications all over
Norfolk County but can’t bring home her prescriptions,
-4-

Vittoria Selected to Kick-off Canada’s Sesquicentennial
recognize someone who is so important to this
community,” presenting him with the Board’s 2016
Citizen of the Year plaque.
Mike stood to a hearty round of applause as he
stepped to the microphone.
After a short self-deprecating joke, he told the
hushed audience “I am incredibly grateful that so
many people feel I deserve this honour. It has been my
pleasure to have done anything I’ve done to help
people.”
He told his listeners that things do not happen on
their own, saying “it is a team effort ... my amazing
and talented co-workers who are my left and right
hands that plug away doing the work that makes it
possible for me to do the things I’ve done.”
“This town has been very good to me,” Mike stated,
mentioning many townspeople who have assisted him
over the years, “they taught me how to be good to
people.”
Thanking his wife and son, his concluding remark
was, “thank you for giving me this honour. I am so
incredibly grateful.”

brought laughter from the gathering.
In a more serious vein, Sheena also recalled how
Mike’s devotion to his customers and the community
saved lives. Whether driving an ill person to St.
Joseph’s Hospital emergency department or
responding quickly to a bee sting or generally looking
out for the welfare of others, Mike’s knowledge and
response was critical.
Similar stories involving a poisonous spider and
visitors from England needing emergency care were
just a few of the times when Mike’s prompt,
knowledgeable action and hands-on approach
probably saved the person’s life.
There were other stories told of the compassion and
kindness of Mike Marini over the years.
Sheena concluded her remarks saying her husband
is “wise, wonderful, intelligent, justice seeking and
prays for his patients,” although, she added “he is not
over-the-top religious.”
“He is my husband-of-the-year but you folks get to
borrow him a lot.”
Their son Riley showed a short video he had
produced of his dad and family.
There were other speakers who told of Mike Marini’s
exceptional community involvement. Gary Hepburn
noted the Marini family cottage at Long Point
introduced Mike to this area at a young age, having an
influence on his decision to live and work here. He had
graduated from University of Toronto in 1985 and 27
years ago he and Sheena were married.
Bruce Shoff told of Mike’s involvement with minor
sports and with establishing the Board of Trade’s
Dover Rover tram service. He also was a member of
Port Dover Lions Club, commenting, “Mike attends to
volunteer work with the same energy and enthusiasm
as he does with everything.” He told the honoured
guest that his participation locally helped to “make
Port Dover the great place where we all love to live.”
Port Dover Board of Trade President Adam Veri
assured Mike Marini that the executive and
membership “is humbled, pleased and proud to

Kick-off to Canada’s 150th
birthday celebrations in the
historic village of Vittoria
- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer

Local celebrations for Canada’s 150th birthday will
kick off where it all began for Norfolk County: the
historic village of Vittoria.
The county’s organizing committee has chosen the
community south of Simcoe – which in the early 1800s
was a bustling judicial and commercial centre and one
of the earliest communities in southwestern Ontario –
for its launch party in January.
Residents can expect to see a number of
celebrations in towns and villages across Norfolk
throughout 2017 as Canada marks its
sesquicentennial.
What the rest of the year will look like remains to be
seen at this point, said Melissa Collver, Norfolk’s
Manager of Heritage and Culture and chair of the
county’s Canada 150 committee.
The committee has been travelling to area towns to
meet residents and community leaders to develop
ideas, and more meetings will take place this spring.
Melissa said she expects towns and villages will
organize their own mini-celebrations in addition to a
countywide summer event that is in the works.
Two logos have been designed – one with a modern
look, the other with a traditional 19th Century feel to it
– that businesses and individuals can make use of.
Expect to see banners using the logos hanging
across downtown streets, and special flags made up
that people can fly at their homes.
When the committee brainstorms with local
residents, it asks them to reflect on their experiences
-5-

Ontario Volunteer Service Awards
Volunteers – the heart of the
community

from Canada’s 100th birthday celebrations in 1967,
said Melissa.
“Some of them want to leave an impression on their
kids like the impression that was left on them,” she
said.
Fifty years ago, most towns in Norfolk marked the
centennial with major projects. Port Dover built a new
library on Main Street. Waterford’s Tricenturena went
up. The fastball diamond in the middle of Simcoe was
torn out and turned into Wellington Park with a
fountain and flower beds. (The ballpark was moved to
the Queensway West and was known as Centennial
Park until it was decommissioned a few years ago).
In one celebration, children gathered on the cement
floor of Talbot Gardens and formed a giant birthday
cake. The arena lights were dimmed and the kids held
up flashlights to represent candles to the applause of
parents in the stands.
Money is available to help fund ideas through
Ottawa’s Canada 150 Fund, up to $50,000 per project.
A second federal fund will match foundation grants on
a dollar-by-dollar basis up to a maximum of $15,000.
Norfolk’s Canada 150 committee has set up a
website to promote all local celebrations and help
bring them to fruition, said Melissa.
“The committee is about spreading the word and
getting everybody thinking,” she said.
The first event will be in Vittoria, which has major
historical significance for Norfolk and the rest of
Ontario.
More than 200 years ago, it was the main
settlement in the area. Between 1815 and 1825, it was
the judicial capital of the London District of Upper
Canada and was the largest commercial hub between
Niagara Falls and Detroit.
Anyone interested in getting involved in local
Canada 150 celebrations can contact Melissa Collver
at 519-426-5870 ext. 1347 or email her at
melissa.collver@norfolkcounty.ca.

On Thursday, March 31 The Vittoria & District
Foundation Inc. was honoured to host a reception for
134 recipients of Ontario Volunteer Service Awards
presented by the Ministry of Citizenship, Immigration
and International Trade.
The Ontario Volunteer Service Awards recognize
individual volunteers for continuous years of
commitment and dedicated service to an organization.
Adults are recognized for five, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30+,
40+, 50+ and 60+ years of continuous service. Youth
(under the age of 24) are recognized for two or more
years of continuous service.
Organizations, which have been in existence for a
minimum of five years, may nominate up to nine
volunteers (of which a maximum of six nominees may
be adults).
Youth and adult volunteers are eligible if they have
been active beyond simple membership, not received
payment for their volunteer work, and not performed
the services as part of their regular business or
professional duties.
Nominations are checked to ensure criteria are met.
The Ministry of Citizenship, Immigration and
International Trade then sends a letter to the
organization confirming that the nominations have
been accepted.
The awards are presented at special ceremonies
held across Ontario where recipients are presented
with a stylized trillium service pin acknowledging their
years of service. Recipients also receive a personalized
certificate.
Each recipient is invited to bring one guest to the
award ceremony. Nominating organizations are also
invited to bring two representatives.
The deadline for nominations is January 25 of each
year. Nominations may be submitted at any time.
Nominations received after the deadline will be
considered for the following year.
Each year, the province of Ontario provides
Honours and Awards to dozens of Ontarians, including
volunteers, who make our province a better place to
live. These awards include:
• Ontario Volunteer Service Awards
• Ontario Medal for Young Volunteers
• June Callwood Award for Outstanding
Achievement in Voluntarism
• Ontario Medal for Good Citizenship
• Senior Achievement Award
• Ontario Senior of the Year Award
• Lieutenant Governor’s Community Volunteer
Awards for Students
“Getting married is like going to a restaurant with friends.
You order what you want, then when you see what the
other fellow has, you wish you had ordered that instead.”
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Vittoria’s OVSA Recipients; and Helen Columbus
Woodhouse United Church
nWillie Moore 60 years
Gloria Pope 15 years
nBetty Smith 60 years
nNorris Smith 30 years
nPat Tiller 60 years
Jane Turnecliff 15 years
Vittoria Lioness
nEleanor Cole 40 years
Simcoe Little Theatre
Elizabeth Corewin 40 years
Norfolk General Hospital and Nursing Home
Shirley Grummett 25 years
nBrenda Cooper, Secretary and Treasurer was
recognized for 15 years of volunteer service with
The Vittoria & District Foundation Inc.
Volunteers for Vittoria & District Foundation
nBrenda Cooper 15 years
nHelen Colombus 15 years
nRegina Lambert 20 years
nPhyllis Pollet 15 years
nErnie Racz 20 years
nJudy Walters 15 years
Vittoria Women’s Institute
Mavis Cates 20 years
nHelen Colombus 20 years
Mary Ann Kleiner 10 years
Jeanne Madden 15 years
nGertrude Smith 25 years
Jane Turnecliff 20 years

nPat Tiller was recognized for an amazing 60+ years of
volunteer service with Woodhouse United Church. Two other
V&DF members, nBetty Smith and nWillie Moore also
received awards for volunteering at Woodhouse United for
60+ years.
-7-

Norview Lodge
nOni MacLachlan 10 years
Simcoe Special Olympics
John Smith 20 years

Helen Colombus named Life
member of Hort Society
- adapted from an article by Stan Morris in the Port Dover Maple
Leaf

Port Dover & Woodhouse Horticultural Society paid
tribute to five of its members at the February 17
meeting for their services spanning many years.
Presiding at her first meeting since the election,
President Mary Anne Kleiner asked five members to
come forward to be presented with Life Memberships;
John Anstee, Marion Anstee, Joyce Berry, nHelen
Colombus and Bob Williams. She was assisted in the
presentations by President Jim Mabee of the Ontario
Horticultural Society
What that organization has done for this
community in the past several decades by providing
and maintaining multiple flower gardens is certainly
outstanding. Currently there are 16 beautiful gardens
in prominent locations, each being admired by citizens
and visitors every day throughout spring, summer and
autumn.
It is a combined effort with every member of the
local horticultural society contributing to the overall
landscape. Each member has provided yeoman service
working in the 16 community gardens over many
years, creating colourful settings, but five members
were called forward on February 17 for extraordinary
dedicated service covering many years.
What they do individually and together is important
because gardens tell much about a community.
The president called Helen Colombus to come
forward, telling the gathering, “Helen has been a
member for many, many years, in fact so many that
she cannot recall when she joined. I have spent many
enjoyable hours working alongside Helen as we plant

Baptist Church Sold
congregation dwindled to about 20 members. Founded
in 1803, the Vittoria congregation was the most senior
of Norfolk Baptists at the time of its demise.
The remaining members of the congregation decided
to hand the building over to the Canadian Baptists of
Ontario and Quebec in Etobicoke. The congregants
hoped the parent organization would find another faith
community that would use the church. As well, CBOQ
was in a position to look after the building while it was
unoccupied.
“Had we been the ones to sell it, the money would’ve
been given to charity,” Sandy Dickson of Simcoe, the
church’s former clerk-treasurer, said this week. “They
(CBOQ) will put the money to good use – whether it be
founding a new church or putting it toward a
congregation that needs help.”
The old church is an impressive example of
mid-19th century architecture. It has a beautiful
interior, one featuring lovely stained-glass windows
and a mural behind the pulpit of Jesus Christ. The
mural was painted by artist Edgar Cantelon (d. 1951),
a chronicler of old Norfolk.
Because the church is a heritage structure, it is
afforded certain protections. There are more than 100
heritage properties in Norfolk and each is entered in
the building department’s data base. If a demolition or
building permit is requested on a heritage property,
the project is automatically flagged for review.
Chris Baird, Norfolk’s general manager of
development and cultural services, said county staff
and Norfolk’s heritage department work co-operatively
with property owners who are planning changes to
heritage homes and the like.
“We try to work with them to help them do what
they want to do,” Chris Baird said Wednesday. “The
next step after that is to approach council and seek a
de-designation. Then it would ultimately be up to

nHelen Colombus has had an eventful few months – she
was recognized for 15 years of volunteer service with The
Vittoria & District Foundation Inc., 20 years with the Vittoria
Women’s Institute, and was granted a Life Membership by
the Woodhouse & Port Dover Horticultural Society.
and weed those gardens. She noted that last year
Helen’s health issues prevented her from helping, then
added enthusiastically “but she will be back helping
again this summer. And by the way, did I mention that
Helen turned 90 last year!”
Standing beside Helen, the president told the
members present, “Helen is always a willing volunteer
to bring lunch to our general meetings which everyone
enjoys eating. I look forward to our meetings where I
know that I will get a big smile and a hug from you.
Thank you for your many years helping in our gardens
and please accept this Life Membership in your
honour.”

Baptist church finds buyer
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

The former Vittoria Baptist Church has a new
owner.
He’s Rick Posavad, owner of the Good Bread
Company in Vittoria.
Rick bought the 163-year-old structure from the
Canadian Baptists of Ontario and Quebec in January.
According to documents at the Norfolk land registry
office, Rick paid $140,000.
Rick was tight-lipped about his plans for the
heritage structure. Something is in the works, but
Rick is not ready to speak about it.
“I’m not talking about it just yet,” Rick said. “I don’t
want any sort of press about this. I want to be in
control of the press on this and right now is not a good
time.”
The sale marks the old church’s exit from the
spiritual realm into the secular. The year 2012 marked
the beginning of the end when the Vittoria

Rick Posavad, owner of The Good Bread Company in
Vittoria, will soon relocate his operation to the old Baptist
church in the village. Plans are to expand production and
open a cafe.
-8-

Lakeside Vista Approved for Concerts
council to decide. The message is we’re here to work
with heritage property owners and help them out.”
The original Baptist church in Vittoria was made of
wood. It was located on the east side of the village next
to the Baptist cemetery on Old Brock Street. The
Baptist graveyard in Vittoria has a cemetery board and
remains active. The cemetery was severed from the
church before the latter was put on the market.
Members of the Vittoria congregation dispersed to
St. Andrew’s United Church in Vittoria and Walsh
Baptist Church. The church sold in January was built
on Lamport Street in 1853.

residential neighbourhood. Residents wonder how
renewed activity at the site will change things. Two of
them are nDon Fort and his wife Marsha Alway. Their
backyard shares a property line with the newly-minted
bakery.
“We’re the NIMBY’s — `Not in my backyard’,” Don
Fort told council. “And it is in my backyard. They’re
changing a church into a commercial business. They’ll
be busy six days a week.”
The neighbours worry about the steady traffic the
bakery will generate. They anticipate living with the
sounds of vehicles idling, horns blaring on occasion,
car radios, occasional periods of congestion and the
like.
“We’re concerned about early morning pickups and
drop-offs on a gravel road,” neighbour Robert Wotten
told council. “And if the cafe is successful, they may
want to have evening hours. We’re concerned about a
quiet residential area becoming a booming commercial
enterprise.”
Marsha Alway has similar concerns.
“Church is one day a week,” she said. “This will be
six days a week. It will change our life.”
The church is zoned “community institutional.”
Rick Posavad came to council seeking a zoning
amendment that would allow for a bakery and cafe.
Current allowable uses stood his application in good
stead.
In her report, planner Alisha Cull said anyone
purchasing the church could – among other uses –
convert it into a restaurant, convenience store or
entertainment venue without council’s permission.
Before approving Rick’s application, council members
pointed out that a bakery was a good use for the
property – one more benign than some of the uses
already available to it.

Old Baptist church converted
to bakery
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

Ministers at the old Baptist church in Vittoria used
to tell their flock that man cannot live by bread alone.
The new owner of the building is about to put that
theory to the test.
This week, Norfolk council gave Rick Posavad,
owner of The Good Bread Company in Vittoria, the
green light to convert the old church into a bakery.
“This will be good for the economy of Vittoria and
the economy of Norfolk,” said Simcoe Coun. Peter
Black. “If nothing is done with the building, it will
become derelict. We have someone here who is
prepared to do something with it.”
Rick Posavad will get to work on the church right
away. The Good Bread Company is doing steady
business at its current location at the intersection of
Hewitt Street and Old Brock Street.
However, the baking area is struggling to keep up
with demand. As well, Rick wants to add an on-site
cafe to the mix. The big old church at the corner of
Murray Street East and Lamport Street is the solution
to these problems.
The first order of business is converting the kitchen
at the church into a commercial bakery.
“We cannot keep up with demand,” Rick said.
“We’re fighting for space and we’re fighting for
temperature. At the current location, the kitchen gets
over 100 degrees (F) when we’re baking bread. When
it’s over 100 degrees, you can’t do pastry.”
Sometime in July, Rick intends to transfer the retail
end of his business to the church. The cafe will come
afterward. Aside from a few modifications, the baker
intends to keep the sanctuary as it is. This includes
preserving the old walnut pews.
Rick bought the 163-year-old structure from the
Canadian Baptists of Ontario and Quebec in January.
Records at the Norfolk County land registry office
indicate he paid $140,000. The Baptist congregation in
Vittoria was the oldest in Norfolk County until it
disbanded in 2012.
The church’s conversion is not without controversy.
The building is nestled in the heart of a quiet

Lakeside Vista concert venue
approved
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

The Lakeside Vista concert venue is good to go.
Save for reservations about noise shared by a
neighbour, the proposal sailed through Norfolk council
recently.
Attaching the new use to the 27-acre agricultural
property took more than two years and cost applicants
Ryan and Lisa VandenBussche thousands of dollars in
studies and reports.
“This has been a long haul both for the county and
the applicants,” said Windham Coun. Jim Oliver. “I
give them credit for their perseverance. I think this will
add to the cultural diversity of the county. If the
applicants don’t find their vision coming true, the land
can revert to agriculture.”
The zoning approval creates a unique resource in
Norfolk. The property on Front Road south of Vittoria
fronts onto Lake Erie. The land forms a natural
-9-

V&DF members in the Community ~ The Beischlags
“They asked the right questions. With the noise bylaw
in place, that will help things along.”
The zoning change will allow the VandenBussche
family to stage five concerts a year between May and
October. It will also allow 10 other events a year that
are non-musical in nature.
The VandenBussches will make their property
available for weddings, fitness camps and other events
as they present themselves.

Quilt for a cause

Keyboard soloist Chuckee Zehr belted out the blues classics
during Day 2 of the Norfolk ‘n Blues event in this photo from
2014. A Norfolk County planning report gives the green light
to zoning approvals for Lakeside Vista to host concerts and
other special events.
amphitheatre that will play host to concerts and other
outdoor events. The new zoning allows for 500
campsites.
After the council vote, Ryan VandenBussche said all
systems are go for a major concert event in August.
More details will be shared as they become available.
“The main objective was to have options for the
property,” Ryan said. “It’s nice. It’s been a long
process, but we do have to make sure everyone knows
what’s going on. There are rules and regulations along
the way.”
Only one complaint was filed during Tuesday’s
public meeting.
Cindy Schuffels and her family live on the north
side of Front Road across from Lakeside Vista.
Schuffels told council she worries about noise
disrupting the peace of the neighbourhood. She’s also
concerned about revellers straying off the property into
traffic.
“There was a previous event there and it was loud,”
Cindy said. “The noise bylaw was not adhered to. It’s a
quality-of-life issue for us and others who live around
there.”
Consultant David Roe of Civic Planning Solutions in
Delhi spoke on behalf of the VandenBussches. Roe
said the family intends to take all measures necessary
to remain a neighbour in good standing.
“Their credibility with council is on the line,” Roe
said. “They will make every effort to make this good for
themselves and the county so there will be no
problems.”
Ryan VandenBussche respects his neighbours’
concerns.
“I would be concerned too,” he said after the vote.
-10-

When nPaul and Cindy Beischlag heard of the
uphill battle facing Aaron Gautreau, they began
thinking of a way to help.
Aaron, an anchor/reporter with myFM radio station
in Simcoe, lost his right leg to cancer eight years ago.
The 31-year-old requires a new prosthetic leg which
will cost about $82,000. The Ontario healthcare
system covers less than 10 per cent of the cost, leaving
Aaron on his own to raise the funds.
Area businesses and community members have
come forward to help Aaron reach his goal.
The Beischlags own a number of hand-stitched,
high-quality quilts. They’ve set aside 10 to be sold at
prices between $500-$1,000 with all funds going
toward Aaron.
“One thing that caught our attention was that our
Ministry of Health was providing very minimal
funding,” Paul explained.
“This guy has to raise $80,000 on his own .... we’re
thinking, ‘that was more than our first house cost’. As
a young person having to do that, it’s very, very
difficult to try and come up with the money yourself.
Let’s face it, it’s like buying a bloody house.”
The quilts are all made by folks in the Norfolk and
Haldimand region and come in a variety of colours and
styles.
“We brought in some people that know a little bit
about quilts asking, ‘how do you price them?’ and they
helped us,” Paul explained. “They said (the quilts) were
worth more than we’re asking, but we’re OK with that.”
The Beischlags didn’t know Aaron Gautreau
personally when they made their decision, but still felt
compelled to help.
“I didn’t really know how to take it at first,” Aaron,
who hails from the Maritimes, admitted. “I don’t know
these people and the fact they would want to reach out
and help me, words can’t describe how I felt. It was a
great feeling, almost like a Christmas miracle if you
will.”
Aaron, who along with a friend saved a drowning
man in Long Point in 2013, began fundraising last
year and is currently just over halfway to his goal.
“I’m very confident going forward in the new year,”
he said. “I haven’t even hit the local service clubs and
things like that yet. I have a big fundraiser planned
hopefully for this summer that I think will put me over
the top.”

V&DF members in the Community ~ Jim Cruise
Jim Cruise donates quilt to
Horticultural Society and helps
Aaron Gautreau
- adapted from an article by Donna McMillan in the Port Dover
Maple Leaf

Port Doverites nPaul and Cindy Beischlag are on a
mission to help Aaron Gautreau buy a new bionic leg,
one beautiful quilt at a time.
The couple, a retired Project Manager with Ontario
Power Generation and a retired teacher have collected
many hand stitched quilts since their marriage in
1976. They are now offering a number of them for sale
to help Aaron.
nDr. Jim Cruise, 90, has just given a leg up to the
Beischlag campaign with a win-win for both Aaron and
the Port Dover-Woodhouse Horticultural Society with
the purchase of one of these quilts.
Dr. Cruise started gardening at the age of 5 on the
family Marburg farm.
His professional work was mostly in the field of
Botany. He earned an undergraduate degree in
Biology, a Master of Science Degree in Plant Physiology
and a PhD in Plant Taxonomy. He taught college level
biology in the United States before accepting a position
at the University of Toronto in 1963 as a Professor of
Botany. In 1975, he became the C.E.O. of the Royal
Ontario Museum.
Jim retired in 1985 and became a well known
master gardener locally. He told the Maple Leaf he has
had 31 years of experience with the Port Dover and
Woodhouse Horticultural Society and has been
impressed with the work they do.
He purchased a quilt with the money from the sale
going to Aaron Gautreau’s fundraising efforts. He then
donated the quilt – a version of “Grandmother’s Fan” –
to the Horticulture Society.
Marion Anstee, Secretary of the Society, said the
group was thankful for the generous offer from Jim,
which will financially benefit the local group. “It’s
overwhelming,” she said “and it should create more
interest in Aaron as well.” They will be raffling the quilt
for the benefit of the organization.
Aaron, as readers know, is the morning man with
MyFM in Simcoe. As the result of a rare form of cancer
that struck him at the age of two, his leg was
amputated and Aaron, 31, lives with a prosthetic one.
He requires a microprocessing knee that he can charge
up at night to help with his movement. A very tiny
portion of the $80,000 cost is covered by health
insurance. Aaron’s story caught the eye of the
Beischlags who decided to help his fundraising
campaign with the donation of the quilts. To date,
three quilts have sold and others have made donations
directly to the Beischlags for Aaron or to Scotiabank.
If you are interested in purchasing a quilt, contact
the Beischlags at 519-583-9386. Or you can make a
donation to the Aaron Gautreau fund at Scotiabank.

Cindy and nPaul Beischlag will sell 10 quilts from their
personal collection to help local radio station anchor/reporter
Aaron Gautreau purchase a new prosthetic leg.
The purchase of a new leg won’t be the end of
Aaron’s mission. He plans on starting a not-for-profit
agency to help people in the same situation.
“It’s not easy for me to ask people for $90,000,”
Aaron said. “I don’t like asking someone for a quarter
let alone this much. There’s a problem with the system
– a big problem. With the leg I need, it’s not covered by
healthcare and there seems to be lots of confusion in
every province on just how much will be covered.”
The project would not only raise awareness for
amputees but help them purchase limbs that will
provide a better quality of life, Aaron said.
“It’s important, not just for me but for others,”
Aaron explained.
“I understand just speaking with specialists there
are quite a few amputees right here in Norfolk that
don’t have a leg and simply won’t ask people for help.
It is a problem, so hopefully through the efforts I’m
making more people will speak out and get a leg
themselves.”
Those interested in purchasing a quilt can contact
the Beischlags at 519-583-9386 or
pbeischlag@hotmail.com. Monetary donations can be
made at Scotiabank branches in both Simcoe and Port
Dover.
nGeorge Davidson approached a very beautiful
woman in a large supermarket and said, "I've
lost my wife, nSusan here in the supermarket. Can
you talk to me for a couple of minutes?"
"Why do you want to talk to me?" she asked,
puzzled. "Because every time I talk to a beautiful
woman, my wife appears out of nowhere."
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Jim Cruise ~ Flashback from 40+ Years Ago
and his Master of Science and Ph.D. at Cornell
University. He commenced his teaching career at
Cornell and taught also at the State University of New
Jersey and Princeton before returning to his alma
mater.
Successfully combining his academic career with
administrative talents, he has served as president of
the Ontario Society of Biologists, secretary of the
Canadian Botanical Association, where he is also on
the awards committee, and consultant to the National
Science Foundation in Washington, as well as being an
editorial consultant to a host of Canadian and
American journals.
Dr. Cruise himself is a prolific writer in his field and
has authored and/or collaborated on thirty-eight
books, papers or pamphlets, at last count, and has
four in progress at the present time. If there is any
truth to the old “publish or perish” adage, Dr. Cruise
is immortal.
It was not surprising then that the Board of
Trustees chose this “outsider” to become the Director
of the largest museum in Canada – one of the top ten
museums in the world, housing more than six billion
artifacts – with an annual budget in the area of eight
million dollars, a staff of some 350 people, volunteer
membership of some five thousand, and an attendance
of more than one and a quarter million people a year.
“I’m sure I wasn’t selected because of any inner
knowledge of the workings of the museum,” Jim
Cruise told William McVicar of The Globe and Mail
immediately after his appointment, “but I do have
administrative experience and experience in some
cognate scholastic disciplines. I feel I have the
advantages of an insider. I’ve been a friend of the
museum since I was an undergraduate.”
He is also “a museum man”, a term devised by J. B.
Priestley, in that he told David Quinter in The Star
that he is “an excessive collector – postage stamps,
coins, and antiques.”
And as an aside, the farm on which he was born in
Port Dover and which he maintains today as a
combination artistic (he is a metal and wood sculptor)
and agricultural retreat (he raises mute swans and
Aberdeen Angus cattle) is, once again in his words,
“stuffed with Canadiana”.
He has a very clear and positive idea of where the
museum should be going. In an article entitled,
“ROM’s New Director Wants a Museum with More
Pizzaz”, Dr. Cruise explained that he saw the museum
as a hub of social life for the city; that he wanted
music to be performed there and soirees to be held on
the premises; that he saw his role as director as
bringing a sense of direction and excitement to the
museum.
Any of you who were lucky enough to squeeze into
the building last week for a celebration called
“Romerama” and who viewed the various displays from
medieval sword fighting to pillow-lace manufacture
and heard music ranging from contemporary to the

nJim Cruise purchased a quilt from nPaul and Cindy
Beischlag to help fund the Aaron Gautreau prosthetic leg
campaign and in turn, donated it to the Port
Dover-Woodhouse Horticultural Society to be raffled off.

Flashback from 40+ years ago
- adapted from an introduction to The Empire Club of Canada by
Peter Hermant, President of The Empire Club

Ladies and gentlemen: One of the unique and
interesting Empire Club traditions is that immediately
upon becoming a Past President by means of the ballot
which has just been cast, one is instantly called upon
to introduce the guest speaker.
But perhaps that is particularly apt today because,
I suppose, Past Presidents qualify as relics and
certainly our guest of honour today has more than a
passing acquaintance with relics.
When he was nominated as Director of the Royal
Ontario Museum on July 1, 1975, the appointment of
nDr. James Edwin Cruise “rocked museum circles far
and wide”, according to The Financial Post – since he
was a man who had come out of nowhere. In fact, he
was working at the time as Associate Dean and
Professor of Botany at the University of Toronto.
And yet the choice of Dr. James Cruise would
appear to have been an eminently sensible one if one
looks into the background.
Jim Cruise was born in Port Dover, Ontario, and
was educated in public schools in Woodhouse, Port
Dover, and Simcoe.
Having graduated from high school, he joined the
RCAF and served during the war as an air navigator
and navigation instructor until he was discharged
following the hostilities with the rank of Flying Officer.
He continued his education and earned his
Bachelor of Arts in Biology at the University of Toronto
-12-

V&DF members in the Community ~ James Christison
strains of a steel band will attest to the fact that the
ROM is alive, well and extremely vibrant.
Ladies and gentlemen, it’s a pleasure for me to
introduce to you the Director of the Royal Ontario
Museum, Dr. James E. Cruise, who will address us
under the title, “The Museum – Past, Present and
Future”.

Food for thought at WHAM
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

Canadians have come a long way in the struggle for
food safety.
Indeed, some of our ancestors’ approaches to food
would make a health inspector’s hair stand up today.
In the 1800s, preserving food in tin cans was
considered a great breakthrough. Only later did
scientists figure out that the lead solder seal was toxic
and had the potential to cause long-term health
consequences.
Locally, pickle factories in Simcoe and Waterford 60
years ago featured dozens of giant, open-air vats. No
matter how many birds were in the neighbourhood, no
one was much concerned with what fell into the mix.
And no one thought twice about draining old brine
into the nearest creek or river. These would be the
same creeks and rivers where ice was harvested and
laid into railroad cars as a coolant for express
shipments of meat to the United States.
“They used to say you knew it was tomato season in
Simcoe because that was the time the Lynn River
would run red,” says nJames Christison, curator of
the Waterford Heritage & Agricultural Museum. “And
when they were processing chickens in Port Dover, you
would sometimes see chicken parts floating by in the
river and no one thought anything of it.”
Today, the Ministry of the Environment does not
allow food processors to dump waste water into creeks
and rivers untreated. Instead, effluent must be
processed at an on-site treatment facility or piped to a
municipal treatment plant.
The point of departure for this discussion is a new
exhibit at the Waterford museum called A Taste of
Science: A Travelling Exhibit That Examines How Food
Stays Fresh From Farm To Fork.
The exhibit features seven modules on food safety
compiled by the Canada Science & Technology
Museum Corporation in Ottawa. The stop in Waterford
marks the travelling exhibit’s debut.
The Waterford museum is an apt place for the
unveiling.
From 1909 to 1984, the museum building served as
a food processing plant. It was also a place for brining
pickles and canning them.
In its prime, the Waterford plant processed
everything. James says it was the first facility in North
America to can and distribute pineapples.
The Waterford museum struck up a relationship
with the museum corporation in Ottawa several years

The science of food spoilage and preservation is the theme
of a new exhibit at the Waterford Heritage & Agricultural
Museum. Curator nJames Christison put together the Taste
of Science exhibit in collaboration with the Canada Science
Technology Museum Corporation in Ottawa.
ago after sharing first-person histories about the
day-to-day operations of the old pickle factory.
“This is a great collaboration between a national
institution and a local community museum,” James
said.
The exhibit is a must-see field trip for local
elementary students. In easy-to-understand language,
the interactive modules explain the science behind
food spoilage and preservation strategies such as
pasteurization, irradiation and pickling.
The exhibit gives the museum an excuse to
showcase two of its prized possessions. One is an
unopened tin of apples – complete with four-colour
label – that was processed by the Bowlby Bros. plant
in Waterford in the later 1800s.
The other is an unsealed Dexter quart jar of black
raspberries put up by a Mary Smith of Bealton in
1880. If done properly, the berries should still be
edible, especially if they were preserved in a thick
syrup.
nClair Smith was in trouble. He forgot his 55th wedding
anniversary. His wife, nGertrude was really annoyed. She
told him, "Tomorrow morning, I expect to find a gift in the
driveway that goes from 0 to 200 in 6 seconds AND IT
BETTER BE THERE!" The next morning Clair got up early
and disappeared. When Gertrude woke up, she looked out
the window and sure enough there was a box,
gift-wrapped in the middle of the driveway. Gert put on her
robe, ran out to the driveway, and brought the box back
into the house. She opened it and found a brand new
bathroom scale. Clair has been missing since Friday.

-13-

V&DF members in the Community ~ Mary Caughill

nMary Caughill (left), chair of the Norfolk Heritage
Committee, and Delhi Coun. Mike Columbus, whose
ward includes Teeterville, unveil a new sign on the
outskirts of that community.

nMary Caughill, left, chair of Norfolk’s heritage committee
presented a heritage plaque to The Blue Elephant Brew
Pub & Restaurant’s owner Heather Pond.

capacity until 1963.
“It was the council chamber, a community hall, a
courtroom,” said nMary Caughill, chair of the county’s
heritage committee.
Council members complimented the hall’s elegant
exterior features.
“It’s a distinctly beautiful facility and well used by
these ladies,” said Mayor nCharlie Luke, referring to
the WI occupants.

Norfolk heritage celebrated
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

The home that became the Blue Elephant Brew Pub
& Restaurant in Simcoe had an unusual start.
The lot the restaurant sits on at 96 Norfolk St. S. in
Simcoe was sold in the 1880s by a woman to the
woman who built it. This was an unusual arrangement
in Victorian times because men usually controlled the
development of property.
It was an auspicious start, for women have figured
prominently in the history of the building ever since.
This includes the present owner – restaurateur
Heather Pond — who founded The Blue Elephant in
1992.
Norfolk’s Heritage Committee recently certified The
Blue Elephant building as a historic structure.
Heather was on hand at Norfolk council to receive her
plaque.
“Frankly, the building deserves it,” Heather said. “It
has had a lot of important things pass through it. It’s
such a statement of its time. It’s been a big part of
Simcoe for years. It’s nice when people can understand
and appreciate it. If you don’t protect these buildings,
they go away.”
The Blue Elephant building went public in the
1970s when two women unveiled the home as a
franchise of the Royal Conservatory of Music. Before
Heather bought the property and rebranded it, the
restaurant there was known as The Conservatory.
During the same ceremony, the Walsingham
Women’s Institute building also received its heritage
plaque.
The majestic neo-classical brick structure was built
in 1862 as the Township of Walsingham’s town hall. It
became the town hall for South Walsingham when the
township split into two in 1889. It served in this

People buried at poorhouse
cemetery finally get their due
- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer

The long-forgotten men, women, and children who
died at the old county poorhouse and were buried
without so much as a prayer or tombstone are about
to get their due.
On Sunday, a group of people gathered at the spot
where 28 headstones are set in concrete – local
historians say the dead actually run to 218 – to mark
the unveiling of a storyboard.
Up next, heritage officials said, will be a plaque
denoting the stretch of green space between a
townhouse condo development on Queensway West
and the county courthouse as an official heritage site.
After that will come a sign on the highway directing
the public to the cemetery.
“This is a start,” nMary Caughill, chair of the
Norfolk Heritage Committee, said following the
ceremony.
When residents of the home (they were called
inmates) died, they were quickly buried on the
grounds, often without a funeral or headstone. They
included the 17 who perished in a fire that destroyed
the first home in August of 1877. The blaze broke out
at night and by 5 p.m. the next day, the dead – which
-14-

V&DF in the Community; and Tommy Land Wins Bronze
included two boys – were buried in a mass grave.
“We pay our respects to each fellow human being,
who made their their contribution, however great or
small, to our community,” local genealogist Bill Terry
said during the ceremony.
The building, which was rebuilt following the fire,
was known as a poorhouse. But it was also a farm and
those who stayed there were expected to help work the
land.
The residents came from all walks of life. It was the
era before pensions and social assistance. The
“inmates” included the mentally ill, the blind, the
disabled, and men and women who suddenly found
themselves without any means of support – widows
perhaps or single men who were somehow separated
from their families.
“It wasn’t a jail. It was more people who couldn’t
support themselves,” said Mary.
“It was the beginnings of a social system.”
Terry researched local death records to come up
with the 218 who were buried there between roughly
1870 and 1934.
The second “county home” was built after the fire
and sat where the courthouse is now located. It served
as a nursing home until Norview was built in the early
1960s.
When that nursing home was torn down more than
10 years ago, the property was sold for a condo
development and that’s when local heritage and
genealogical officials stepped in and warned town hall
there was a cemetery at the back of the property.
That started the process of getting the site
designated and a proper tribute organized.

nJoan Norman, nMarie Wipplel and nJim Melville
represented The Vittoria & District Foundation Inc. and
presented a cheque for $2,500 towards the Delhi Library
expansion, at the fundraising Kick-off Dinner.

nTracy Haskett (left) and nBrenda Cooper (right)
presented a cheque for $25,000 from The Vittoria
& District Foundation Inc. to Julie Powell of the
Norfolk General Hospital Foundation.

Running away with CIS Bronze
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

There’s no denying that Tommy Land has some
great goals he wants to achieve in the near future.
“I want to win gold,” Tommy said. “I also want to get
within a second of the Olympic standard.”
In his third year at the University of Guelph
studying Mechanical Engineering, the 21-year-old has
two more years to achieve those goals. In Tommy’s
case, they are very attainable through hard work,
determination and a lot of intense training.
“I think I can achieve them,” he said. “Certainly I
will have to raise the bar. We’re (Guelph) recognized as
the best program in Canada – men and women – in
track and field. We’re always in first place. I’ve scored
the most points out of any male on my team. To be
able to contribute to that is a big feat.”
No stranger to championships, Tommy performed
his personal best in Toronto at the 2016 Canadian

nMary Caughill, chair of the Norfolk Heritage Committee,
addresses the crowd gathered at the cemetery of the former
county poorhouse on Sunday afternoon (June 5, 2016) for
the unveiling of storyboard. In back are Simcoe Coun. Peter
Black, Rev. Paul Sherwood of Trinity Anglican Church, and
local genealogist/historian Bill Terry.
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Hidden Valley Protecting Skink Habitat
long season. There are lots of chances for injuries.
Especially with short tracks with sharp angles. That
can take a toll on your ankles. I’ve noticed a big
improvement (in my performance). It’s one of the best
seasons I’ve had.”
With the end of the indoor track season, Tommy
will continue his training this spring and summer in
Guelph.

Controlled burn to save Skink
habitat
- adapted from an article by J.P. Antonacci in the Norfolk News

Guelph Gryphon Tommy Land competes in the men's 600m
run during the recent Canadian Interuniversity Sport Track
and Field Championship held in Toronto. Land secured a
bronze medal in the event.
Interuniversity Sport Track and Field Championship,
which took place at York University.
The Norfolk native won a bronze medal in the men’s
600-metre run with a time of 1:19.17. Sacha Smart of
the University of Toronto beat Tommy by mere seconds
with a time of 1:19.11. University of Windsor’s Corey
Bellemore took the gold with a time of 1:18.77.
He also placed fifth in the men’s 1,000-metre run
and fourth in the 4x400-metre men’s relay race.
With Tommy’s performance, the Gryphons placed
second overall in men’s and team point categories.
Quick on his feet, Tommy is familiar with medaling
at the CIS championship. Last year he won two bronze
medals in the 400-metre and 800-metre relay events.
This year was the first time he medaled individually,
a great highlight in his track career thus far Tommy
said.
“Definitely a highlight to medal as an individual,”
Tommy said. “I was always part of the relay team. But
individually, you can say, this is yours. It’s all up to
you and all you got. There are no other teammates to
work with. Last year I didn’t go (to CIS) individually,
just for relay. So to do so this year and have this
(medal) is great.”
While he has experience running the 600-metre
event, the 1,000-metre run was a new challenge for
Tommy. Running longer distances means building up
endurance and stamina. Land did so by running cross
country.
“Cross country helped build up my engine. It gave
me more gas in my tank,” he said. “I’m from more of a
power running background. Cross country helped with
extra distance. I’ve been training since early fall.”
To step up his game, Tommy’s goal was to stay
“really healthy” during the indoor track season, taking
care of every little detail to ensure his body was in top
physical condition.
His routine involved lots of stretching, healthy
eating and discipline.
“I avoided going out at all costs,” he chuckled. It’s a
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Ontario’s only native lizard - the five-lined skink has five cream-coloured stripes running along its
upper torso, ending in a bright blue tail.
The Carolinian skink population also has the
dubious distinction of being on provincial and federal
endangered species lists.
According to conservationist non-profit Ontario
Nature, the skinks’ precarious position is largely due
to habitat loss, as forests, meadows and Lake Erie
shoreline is turned into farmland or developed for
homes or businesses.
A Normandale company is trying to do its part to
give local skinks a place to thrive.
Hidden Valley Carefree RV Resort arranged for a
controlled burn of a 1.4-acre patch of grassland on its
Mole Side Road property.
The aim of the fire was to burn away grass, plants
and small trees to give the centuries-old grass seeds
contained within the soil room to sprout.
The resultant tallgrass meadow will become a
habitat for the skinks, snakes and other wildlife that
frequent the RV park, says Larry Harrison, Hidden
Valley’s resort manager.
“I call them pockets of paradise,” he said of the RV
park’s grassland and Carolinian forest.
The prescribed burn came about because Hidden
Valley wanted to expand its property – part of which
has a provincial ANSI designation as an area of
natural and scientific interest – and conducted an

Lanny Horne’s “Power of One” Helps Camp Trillium
environmental assessment.
Larry looks forward to seeing a new habitat on the
The ANSI zone includes habitat for skinks, as well
site in which skinks can live safely.
as endangered butternut trees, and hibernation nooks
“It will have to be cared for on a regular basis,
for Eastern hog nose and Eastern fox snakes, two
because that other woody stuff will try to get back in.
species of concern.
So we’ll keep an eye on it.”
“It’s snake habitat for hunkering down in the
winter,” Larry said of the shallow, cave-like holes in
which snakes spend the colder months.
The area is of such ecological interest, Larry said
the Toronto Zoo is organizing an awareness walk on
the property.
- adapted from an article by Victoria Gray in the Norfolk News
He credited Carefree for investing in a tallgrass
Norfolk County residents can now share in
prairie management plan - in place since 2013 - at
swimmer
Annaleise Carr’s inspirational quest to help
Hidden Valley.
Camp
Trillium,
and celebrate the region’s famed
The prescribed burn made room for century-old
swimmer
and
fundraiser
in their own homes.
grasses to grow on
Last
Friday
at
Annex
Business
Media in Simcoe,
“It takes several years, and it’s taken a lot of
local
artist
and
businessman
Lanny
Horne announced
money,” he said of the company’s plan to expand in an
that
prints
of
his
painting
“The
Power
of One” are
ecologically responsible manner.
available
for
sale,
with
all
proceeds
going
to Camp
Larry, a longtime naturalist and property manager
Trillium
on
behalf
of
Annaleise.
who was hired on at Hidden Valley last month, is also
“I painted the painting and Annaleise and her
spreading awareness of the park’s special
parents
loved it, and I thought, why not take it a step
environmental features with his staff.
further
and
make reproductions?” Lanny said.
As an example, Larry said if employees or campers
The
large
prints are the same size as the original
see a piece of garbage on the ground, they are to gently
and
are
on
sale
for $60, including tax. Lanny said he
lift it up and check underneath for a resting skink. If
only
had
1,300
prints
made, and hopes to donate more
they spot the lizard, they are to slowly put the trash
than
$60,000
to
Camp
Trillium through their sales.
down and mark the area around it, a signal to others
Lanny
said
an
anonymous
donor commissioned
that it is not to be disturbed until the skink has left.
him
to
paint
the
portrait
as
a
gift
to the young
“To me, a recreation property starts with an
swimmer
for
making
such
a
difference
to the
awareness of the land – your soil, vegetation and rock
community,
and
especially
those
children
and families
types,” Larry said. “And I think you should build
contending
with
a
cancer
diagnosis.
community around the land. You shouldn’t try to alter
The idea to sell prints of Lanny’s painting as a
it (with development). Work with what you have.”
fundraiser
has been in the works for several months,
The fire was designed to make room for older
but
it
took
time to find someone who could reproduce
species of tallgrass to emerge, explained Jason Sickle
the
work
at
the right cost.
of Lands and Forests Consulting, which carried out
the prescribed burn.
This was achieved by burning woody stems, spruces
and young saplings. Any visible grass is also burned
so it doesn’t “shade out” older seeds looking for
opportunity to grow, he added.
“Without fire, you can’t get rid of that cold-season
overgrowth – that competition,” Jason said.
The fire – which was lit and extinguished within half
an hour – doesn’t eliminate all undesired vegetation.
Newer grasses and trees will creep back over time, and
will be burned off again so the old-growth prairie can
expand, Jason said.
“After each burn, it just gets bigger and bigger.”
Jason called the eventual tallgrass meadow that will
grow at the site a “remnant prairie,” because the grass
species are more than a century old. The heat from the
fire “kick-starts the germination process,” he said, and
the burnt vegetation provides an added bonus.
Artist Lanny Horne with marathon swimmer Annaleise
“The ash is full of nitrogen and nutrients. So then
Carr, whose Great Lakes crossings inspired Horne’s
when the rains come tonight, it’ll punch the nutrients
painting, “The Power of One”, prints of which are now
down into the root system of that warm-season seed
available for purchase as a fundraiser for Camp Trillium.
that’s sitting in there, dormant.”
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Annaleise Carr’s powerful
story inspires new fundraiser
to benefit kids with cancer

Rotary Presents Paul Harris Fellowship to Heather King
Annex Business Media stepped up and donated
time and money, while also seeking out donations of
paper and ink from suppliers.
Annaleise, now 18, has raised more than $450,000
for Camp Trillium through many different projects,
including her famous swims across Lake Ontario and
Lake Erie.
She said she was excited to have more support for
the camp, which helps children suffering with cancer
and their families.
“I just want to thank everyone for their continued
support of me and Camp Trillium,” Annaleise said at
Friday’s announcement.
Although the Holy Trinity Catholic High School
student has received many accolades – including a
Silver Birch Award for her 2014 non-fiction novel
chronicling her Lake Ontario swim, and having the
aquatic centre in Simcoe named after her – Annaleise
said she simply wants to focus on school and figuring
out her next steps in life.
“It’s weird,” she said about her fame. “I just wanted
to raise some money for the camp.”
Carrie Arnold, Camp Trillium’s manager of special
events, said when this all started Annaleise was trying
to raise $30,000 as part of a 10-kilometre swim for the
Port Dover Runner’s Den. Her efforts ballooned into an
amazing partnership.
“We couldn’t be more grateful for all of the events
she has done,” said Carrie.
The Waterford camp is not government funded and
hosts about 2,700 children and families a year at
about $1,000 per child.
“We’ve helped a lot of children with Annaleise’s
help,” Carrie said.
Annaleise said she’s just glad she can do her part.
“All I’ve ever wanted to do is just help these kids.”
To purchase a print of “The Power of One,” call
Lanny Horne at 519-426-5639 or email
lanny@lannysfinest.com.

Heather King (right) is presented a Paul Harris Fellow award
by Nancy Sherwin from Rotary Club of Norfolk Sunrise.
Before becoming CEO, Heather helped raise money
in the community for the new branch of the Norfolk
Public Library in Port Dover. She has helped organize
book sales at the Norfolk County Fair in support of the
local system.
Heather is a member of the Norfolk County Sports
Hall of Recognition board of directors and the Port
Dover-Woodhouse Community Foundation. She has
supported youth athletics as a contact person for
KidSport Canada and the Canadian Tire Jump Start
program.
Heather also chairs the Norfolk Remembers
committee, which is tasked with overseeing activities
related to the huge sacrifice Norfolk County veterans
made in the Great War of 1914-1918.
“She is active in her church – Woodhouse United –
as a member of several committees, and is a licensed
Lay Worship Leader in the United Church,” Rotarian
Nancy Sherwin said in a news release. “She works
hard to make Norfolk County libraries true community
hubs.”
Rotary is the largest service organization in the
world. It has more than 1 million members in more
than 200 countries. Chicago lawyer Paul Harris
founded the club in 1905.
Individual clubs earn the right to award Paul Harris
Fellowships after making a donation to humanitarian
and educational programs operated by the Rotary
International Foundation.

Heather King named Paul
Harris Fellow
- adapted from an article in the Simcoe Reformer

Local Rotarians have given three local women a big
tip of the hat for their devotion to community service.
In recent weeks, the Rotary Club of Norfolk Sunrise
has honoured Simcoe sisters Brendalee Engelhardt
and Lisa Engelhardt-Robinson with Paul Harris
Fellows.
Receiving a Paul Harris Fellow at a separate event
was Heather King, CEO of Norfolk’s library system and
dedicated community volunteer.
Heather was a recreation manager for Norfolk
County before assuming new responsibilities with the
library system in December, 2013. Heather was
surprised with the honour April 30 at an awards
ceremony in Port Dover for Norfolk’s annual Write for
Fun event.

My wife was complaining the other day, saying
that I never take her anywhere expensive anymore.
So I said, "Come on, get in the car. We’re going
to the gas station."
-18-

Work Starts on Port Ryerse Wind Farm; and Cain’s Quest
acted as a spokesperson for the village’s residents in
the past.
There are other concerns as well.
The road leading to the turbines runs right behind
four properties, she noted, while concerns continue
about access for emergency vehicles down an existing
road that heavy trucks will be using and possibly
blocking.
The company, said Suzanne, assured residents the
longest wait to get a truck out of the way in an
emergency would be five minutes.
“If you’re a heart attack victim, five minutes is a
long time,” she said.
Originally, the turbines were expected to be working
by now. The project, however, went through a number
of delays. It was halted after a barn owl, which is
endangered, was spotted nearby and an environmental
tribunal hearing was held.
Construction is now going ahead and will include
more meetings with the liaison committee. Provincial
rules say the committee must meet at least four times
over a two-year period, noted Suzanne.
“We hope to get through construction quickly and
respect the community,” said wind farm manager
Adam Rosso.
“Once the project is built and operational,
community members will see the wind farm for what it
is: an environmentally-appreciative way to produce
electricity with a low carbon footprint.”
The electricity from the turbines, Adam Rosso
noted, “will go to the closest source of load,” which
means it will ultimately power up the “Port Ryerse’s air
conditioners and baseboard heating.”

After more than five years of jumping through hoops and
dealing with objections from residents, the wind farm on the
western edge of Port Ryerse is going ahead.

Port Ryerse wind farm moving
ahead
- adapted from an article by Daniel R. Pearce in the Simcoe
Reformer

Construction of the road leading to the site, in the
middle of a farmer’s field, will start later this month.
The four turbines, stretching150 metres in the air
when their blades are spinning, are expected to be up
and working in October or November.
Once they get going, the towers will provide 10
megawatts of electricity – power that will go into the
grid and directly to homes and cottages in the area.
Their construction will mark the end of a chapter
that saw residents of the picturesque hamlet on the
shore of Lake Erie oppose the development by the
private company Boralex.
They expressed health concerns and the impact on
the aesthetics of their historic village and on its
property values.
Now the two sides are entering an era of attempted
co-operation: an official liaison committee between the
company and villagers has been formed and has met
for the first time.
It is a formal way for the residents to address their
concerns directly with Boralex.
“We’re not going to stop it,” Suzanne Andrews, who
has lived in the village for 35 years, said of the project.
“But if a decent dialogue can be kept going between
the company and the community ...”
Although she is not a member of the committee,
Andrews attended Monday’s meeting and called it
“pretty civil.”
The biggest objection from residents, she told the
Reformer, was the choice of the official name for the
project: the Port Ryerse Wind Farm.
“Now you google Port Ryerse, the first thing that
comes up is wind turbines,” said Suzanne, who has

Cain’s Quest
- adapted from articles by Eddie Chau in the Simcoe Reformer and
Lindsay Bird of the CBC

Cain’s Quest Snowmobile Endurance Race has been
described as the ultimate in extreme racing. At
3500km of high energy racing in 2016, this race is the
longest race of its kind in the world and promises to
keep race fans on the edge of their seat. Cain’s Quest
is a true northern adventure that gives racers the
experience of a life-time. Racers push body and
machine to the limits in an all-out race to the finish for
a shot at a hefty prize purse. Teams of two leave the
start line pumped with adrenaline and an eye on the
prize. Some, with a “take no prisoners” attitude, may
quickly learn that when the going gets tough,
sportsmanship and help from a competing team is
often what it takes to make it through. The race runs
day and night guided by GPS and gut instinct to get
teams from checkpoint to checkpoint. This event
requires a solid strategy, top-gun riding skills, the will
to keep going, a tough, dependable snowmobile, and a
whole lot of luck!
Cain’s Quest brings the race into the homes of race
fans and snowmobile enthusiasts across the globe.
Each team is equipped with a satellite tracking unit
-19-

Challenging the Legend in Cain’s Quest
which enables visitors to log onto the cainsquest
amazing and our surroundings were so beautiful. It
website and watch the race in near real time. Not only
was really exciting. I’d have to say the race was more
is this an added safety feature for the teams, but it
of a mental game than physical. Our goal is to finish
allows race followers to cheer on their favorite teams
the race this year.”
and watch the race changing from moment to moment.
There are 19 check points along the Cain’s Quest
Teams will travel through a variety of topography,
race route. The race begins in Wabush and will travel
deep snow, thick wooded areas, and wide open frozen
north to Nain and southeast to Blanc Sablon before
lakes. This is definitely not for the faint of
routing back west to finish in Labrador City.
heart. Teams must make it through each checkpoint
After competing in 2014, Dwayne said there were
and stop at mandatory layover points in various
only two conclusions.
communities along the way. Not everyone who leaves
“It was either the craziest thing we’ve done, or see
the start line will cross the finish line.
you again and give it another go again,” Dwayne said.
An event of this magnitude is two years in the
With a milder than usual winter this season,
making. The organization is top notch and is only
Dwayne said he and Scott are concerned about the
possible with solid partnerships with government,
‘slob,’ the wet slush that could hinder their
industry, tourism stakeholders, and hundreds of
performance.
dedicated volunteers. Cain’s Quest relies heavily on
“Of the 29 teams, only nine teams finished it,”
corporate sponsorship and a strong volunteer base.
Dwayne said of the last race. “We were dead last and
Throughout the year, the Cain’s Quest Board of
we caught up at the end. We got stuck so many times.
Directors works tirelessly on realizing this event. It
We were seven hours behind.”
takes effective marketing, strong financial backing,
Dwayne noted at one point during the race he and
and a lot of logistics work to make Cain’s Quest such
Scott had gotten lost and had to back track in order to
an extreme success from year to year. During race
regain their path. Scott said if there is one thing he
week, communities across Labrador are lending a
took away from the last race it’s that the team is more
hand with volunteers manning checkpoints,
familiar with their surroundings.
headquarters, communications, and everything in
“We’ve learned the land and can ride more
between. Cain’s Quest is a world class sporting event
comfortably,” he said. “We’ve definitely been training
that is attracting international attention from media,
for this for last two years.”
participants and visitors to their website. For action,
Scott and Dwayne’s equipment — including the two
excitement, and a whole lot of intensity, Cain’s Quest
snowmobiles — were transported to the race site on
is the premier Snowmobile Race to watch for.
February 27 while the team flew out on March 1.
When you’ve endured sub-zero temperatures while
Known as Southern Snow Riders, Scott and
traveling more than 3,000 kilometres on snowmobiles
Dwayne are one of 37 teams signed up. Being
across Labrador, one would think once is enough,
organized is Team Southern Snow Riders’ strong suit.
right?
The race team’s four-man support crew hauled their
Not for Dwayne Helmer of Delhi and Scott Biddle of
gear in style for a 30-hour, 2,000-kilometre journey,
Vittoria.
from their base near Vittoria in southern Ontario,
It just makes them want to do it again.
aboard a customized 53-foot tractor trailer,
In 2014, the two Norfolk County friends
participated in the world’s longest and toughest
snowmobile endurance race: Cain’s Quest. The duo
competed against 29 other teams, racing through the
frozen Labrador wilderness in an area that French
explorer Jacques Cartier once called ‘the land God
gave to Cain.”
The two were unable to finish the 3,300 kilometre
race in 2014.
With their experience from the first race, Dwayne
and Scott aren’t backing down and are determined to
conquer Cain’s Quest a second time on March 4, 2016.
“It was -52°C when we rode last time,” Dwayne said.
“We were out-geared for what was ahead of us. Part of
it was emotional, part of it was not having enough
gear. If the sled broke down, we only had a certain
amount of time to set up a tent and keep warm. It
Scott Biddle and Dwayne Helmer (on snowmobiles) are
ready to conquer Cain's Quest. Pictured with Biddle and
really leaves you with only one hour to live.”
Dwayne Helmer are Team 88: Kerry Zerbes, Nathan Lister,
Scott described the experience of their first Cain’s
Travis Smith, Allan Zehr, Jorden Hughes and Mike Berkel.
Quest as “surreal.”
“We had such a great adventure,” he said. “It was so
-20-

Stevens Brothers Lead Hockey Development Camp
has about 14 sponsors in total.
The racers say they spent “well over” $100,000
racing in 2014, although they’ve been avoiding
crunching the numbers for their second time around.
“We probably don’t want to add it up in the end,”
said Dwayne.
“It’s more one of those things that you put it behind
you and say, we did it. It costs what it costs.”

Learning hockey from some of
Norfolk’s best
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

Team Southern Snow Riders Dwayne Helmer, left, and
Scott Biddle. (photo by Lindsay Bird/CBC)
emblazoned with sponsors’ logos and the unsubtle
motto “challenge the legend.”
With gear neatly hung on hand-made racks inside,
and race maps pinned to the walls, it took three
months to prepare for the journey halfway across the
country.
“It’s just a massive undertaking. Like, building the
sleds and the trailer, and just scheduling and
room bookings, it truly is a huge logistical
undertaking,” said racer Dwayne Helmer.
Team Southern Snow Riders’ customized 53-foot
trailer is easily the flashiest snowmobile trailer in
Labrador City, and the team said it raised a few
eyebrows along the way to town – just as it was
meant to.
“That’s why we made it this big. So our sponsors get
good coverage,” said Dwayne.
“That’s what it’s all about, is getting them out there
for their great contribution.”
Having competed before in Cain’s Quest, the two
racers knew it would be better to fly ahead and meet
the support team at the start line, instead of
exhausting themselves with an intensive journey.
“It looks so small on a map, and when you get out
here? Boy, it’s a big land,” laughed Dwayne.
Most teams look to small or medium-sized
businesses to help defray the numerous expenses that
go along with Cain’s Quest, such as travel, fuel, and of
course, beefing up their snow machines for battle.
In 2014, Dwayne Helmer and Scott Biddle paid
their own way to do the race, and had to drop out
close to the finish.
By 2016, they’ve learned a few things. This time,
they have a different race strategy, and the customized
53-foot trailer plastered with sponsors’ logos.
“Having the trailer and the wrap on it, we were able
to offer them some advertising, and it was easy for us
to get the sponsorship,” said Scott, adding the team
-21-

A group of area hockey players will offer their
expertise to local youth this summer.
Marc, Justin and Mike Stevens – brothers who live
in Turkey Point in the summer – will be running the
Young Prospects Development Camp from July 25-29
at the Brant Sports Complex in Paris. They’ll be joined
by Delhi native Adam Brady and others.
The camp is a way for the three hockey-playing
brothers – Marc with the OHL’s Guelph Storm, Justin
at Carleton University and Mike for the University of
Guelph – to give back to the community. Adam Brady
spent the 2015-16 season with the United States
Hockey League’s Lincoln Stars.
“We’ve got a group of buddies who have all moved
on ... to play junior, college and some guys who have
played pro,” Justin explained. “We just want to give
back. We want to create an experience that is special
that combines all the experiences that we’ve had.
“We want to put a really cool camp together and
make it special for the kids.”
The Stevens trio – nephews of Los Angeles Kings
assistant coach John Stevens – train with Brady in the

A graphic for the Young Prospects Development Camp
features Norfolk residents Marc, Justin and Mike Stevens
along with Adam Brady and others. The camp will take place
July 25-29 at the Brant Sports Complex in Paris.

Firefighters Steak BBQ,; & 2016 Dogwood Awards
summer and didn't want to hold the camp without
the soon-to-be NCAA forward. Brady was involved in a
serious car accident back in December that left him
with a number of injuries. After months of rehab, the
20-year-old is set to make his official return to
competition this coming fall with Bemidji State
University.
“When we created this camp we knew right away
that we needed to have Adam Brady be a part of it,”
Justin said. “He has an abundance of experience and
knowledge of the game and is excited to share it with
all of the kids at our camp. He has faced a lot of
adversity this past winter. With perseverance and
dedication he is making a full comeback and will be
stronger than ever. He is a true inspiration. His
positive energy and love for the game is contagious
and adds a tremendous amount of value to the Young
Prospect Development Camp.”
Aside from the Stevens brothers and Brady, the
camp will include goalie Matt O'Connor, who played a
game for the NHL's Ottawa Senators this season.
The camp is open to boys and girls born from 2002
to 2006 with a cost of $350. It will include on and
off-ice training as well as celebrity guest NHL
appearances.
Visit www.devcamp.ca for more information or to
register.

nLucas Crandall and President Amanda Massi of Norfolk
Rotaract, a Rotary Club for those under 30, worked
the bar at the Vittoria Firefighters Steak Barbecue.

Firefighters Steak BBQ
Fundraiser

Firefighters on the right, Rob Gillespie (farthest away), Adam
VanPaassen, Jamie McCrae and Andrew Booth served up
sizzling, mouth-watering steaks to a sold-out attendance.

- adapted from an article by Dan Wiest in snapd Haldimand-Norfolk

Happy 60th Anniversary! The Vittoria Firefighter’s
Association has been going strong since 1956 and it
was time to celebrate – with a sold-out Steak Barbecue
Fundraiser at the Vittoria & District Community
Centre.
It was a busy night but Josh Lightheart, President
of the Vittoria Firefighters Association did take some
time out to sit with us. He said: “In 1956 The
Association was started – this is our 60th Anniversary.
To celebrate, we’re having a steak barbecue plus
dancing to Smout Out Loud. We sold out thanks to the
support of the community. We had so many volunteers
and contributors to tonight that there are too many of
them to mention. We’re giving away a $500 voucher
tonight courtesy of VIA Rail Canada. Norfolk County
Fire Services gave us a voucher for a CO2 Detector and
fire extinguisher. We’re serving steak, baked potato,
cole slaw, cucumber salad, baked beans and one of
the wives made a beautiful decorated cake.”
Many thanks to all of the businesses who
contributed, as well as to the many community
members who came forward to make this evening a
successful, sold out event.

2016 Dogwood Award
Recipients
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

Wesley Wilson of Walsh is one of those lucky
teenagers who has a clear idea of what he wants to do
with his career.
When he was eight years old, Wesley’s grandmother
took him to a cemetery to acquaint him with his
ancestors and their exploits.
Among other adventures, there was the migration
north of United Empire Loyalists from the United
States after the Revolutionary War, forefathers who
fought with Sir Isaac Brock during the War of 1812,
and ancestors who had a front row seat for the Upper
Canada Rebellion of 1837.
“There is this desire to find out about my roots and
who I am as an individual,” Wesley, 18, said Monday
after receiving a Dogwood Award for his contribution
to culture and heritage in Norfolk. “The story of my
ancestors coming to Canada and establishing roots
here absolutely fascinated me.
“It grew from there to wanting to solve the mysteries
of Norfolk County’s past. I can’t stand being unable to

“Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day.
Teach him how to fish and he will sit in a boat
and drink beer all day.” ~ Anonymous
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Wesley Wilson Wins Inaugural Youth Dogwood Award
receive a prestigious award for doing something he
loves.
“I really don’t deserve this,” he said. “I’m lucky to be
doing what I’m doing.”
The Vittoria & District Foundation received the
2016 Dogwood Award for organizations that have
made a substantial contribution to heritage and
culture in Norfolk. In keeping with the spirit of the
evening, the foundation turned over a cheque for
$2,000 for programming at the Harbour Museum.
“We’re not in it for the recognition,” foundation
representative nTom Haskett said. “We’re in it to
support the community.”
The selection committee for the 9th annual
Dogwood Awards consisted of representatives of the
museum in Waterford, the Norfolk Arts Centre in
Simcoe, the Ontario Tobacco Museum & Heritage
Centre in Delhi, and the Harbour Museum in Port
Dover.

2016 Dogwood Award recipients (left to right) Lucas Wilson
(individual achievement award), nTom Haskett, nDon Fort
and nJim Melville of the V&DF (group award), Ian Bell (lifetime
achievement award), and Wesley Wilson (youth award).

solve the mysteries of the unknown. I just have to
know.”
Wesley is the inaugural winner of the Dogwood
Award in the newly-formed category for youth. He has
logged more than 1,500 volunteer hours at the Backus
Heritage Conservation Area and since January has
been working on a co-op placement at the Waterford
Heritage & Agricultural Museum.
“I predict a very bright future for you Wes,” Melissa
Collver, Norfolk’s manager of heritage and culture,
said as she introduced Wilson to the crowd at the
Harbour Museum in Port Dover. “I won’t be a bit
surprised to see you back here someday receiving a
lifetime achievement award. Congratulations.”
Folk musician Ian Bell, of Waterford, was
recognized with a lifetime achievement Dogwood Award
for, among other things, the 15 years he logged as
curator of the museum in Port Dover.
Melissa cited a long list of achievements, including
the part Ian played in securing the artifacts from the
steamship Atlantic for the Harbour Museum, scoring
numerous provincial grants for heritage programming
in Port Dover, and skillfully using his musical talent to
convey the interesting stories of Port Dover and
Norfolk County’s past.
“Norfolk County is great,” Ian said. “Stories are
thick on the ground here. Norfolk County is one of
those places where you can do crazy stuff and people
say `Yeah, that’s a good thing.’”
Also recognized Monday was Port Dover illusionist
Lucas Wilson.
Lucas received the 2016 Dogwood Award for
individual achievement for his ongoing contribution to
local theatre programs and his entertaining
appearances at the Norfolk County Fair & Horse Show,
the Waterford Heritage & Agricultural Museum, the
Lighthouse Festival Theatre and the Norfolk Musical
Arts Festival in Simcoe.
Lucas, 26, expressed amazement that he would

Wesley Wilson of Walsh
- presentation commentary by Melissa Collver, Norfolk County
Manager of Heritage and Culture

Wesley Wilson is the recipient of the inaugural
Youth Award and was nominated by his mother Heidi
Wilson who is a very proud mother, indeed.
Apparently as soon as Wesley was old enough to
volunteer, he did just that. Fortunately for Norfolk
County, his interest lies in the history of our great
county. Wes is particularly interested in grist mills and
he has done extensive research in this area.
His early focus has been the Backhouse Gristmill.
He has compiled reams of research on this important
Norfolk County landmark and has written an updated
history of this site. 218 years is a lot of ground to
cover. His interest in the mill, eventually led to a job at
the Backus Heritage Village where he portrayed, who
else? The miller! He shared his knowledge and passion
for the Backhouse Gristmill with the many visitors
that would pass through the village. Heidi writes, “My
son created an environment where people of Norfolk
County and beyond from all ages and all walks of life
became engaged in the history of the area.”
More recently, Wes has been a co-op student with
the Norfolk County Heritage & Culture Division. He
has been involved with the Norfolk Heritage
Committee, the Canada 150 Committee, Teeterville
Pioneer Museum and the Waterford Heritage &
Agricultural Museum. At WHAM he has been
researching Duncombe Mills that once operated in
Waterford. He has shared his research with staff and
he created an exhibit that features the mill.
Wes was keen to have some new experiences and
develop new skills through his co-op opportunity and
we were happy to oblige. As a result, he has been busy
at the Teeterville Pioneer Museum building new
exhibits and assisted with the installation of a
revamped Cockshutt exhibit at WHAM. And he has
actively participated in the meetings of the Norfolk
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V&DF Receives Dogwood Award for Groups
V&DF wins Group Award
- presentation commentary by Melissa Collver, Norfolk County
Manager of Heritage and Culture

The recipients of the 2016 group award are the
volunteers of the Vittoria & District Foundation. They
were nominated by the Trustees of Historic Christ
Church in Vittoria.
This committed group of volunteers is the very best
in community leadership, support and hard work.
Directed solely by volunteers, the Foundation was
formed from the Vittoria Bicentennial Committee.
The V&DF over the past 20 years has been
responsible for the creation, promotion and funding of
numerous heritage and culture projects and
initiatives.
In 1996, Vittoria celebrated its 200th year. This
bicentennial celebration created a renewed interest in
the heritage and history of the community. As a result,
in 2006 the V&DF held a Vittoria 210 celebration
which was a homecoming party for all those near and
far. It was so successful, that this summer Vittoria
220 is planned for July 9 and 10.
The Vittoria Town Hall is near and dear to the
foundation’s heart. It has a heritage designation
bestowed upon it by Norfolk County through the
Ontario Heritage Act. It has been at the heart of the
village since 1870 and the V&DF ensures it remains
so. Examples of what the foundation has funded,
spear-headed or contributed to in terms of
preservation of the hall include the belfry repainted,
Wesley Wilson, 18, of Walsh, was the recipient of the
inaugural Dogwood Award for youth who are making a
substantial contribution to culture and heritage in Norfolk.
Heritage Committee which I believe will help him as he
heads off to Carleton University this fall to pursue
studies in Architectural Conservancy.
Wes has been a regular contributor to the Student
Voice section of the Norfolk News where he shares his
knowledge and passion for Norfolk County’s history.
He was a recipient of the Lieutenant Governor’s
Community Volunteer Award for Students in 2015 and
a recipient of a Provincial Youth Volunteer Service
Award in 2013 for his more than 1500 hours of
volunteer time for the Long Point Region Conservation
Authority at Backus Heritage Village.
This summer, he will have a new adventure as he
has accepted a student position at Canada’s First
Forestry Station Interpretive Centre.
I predict a very bright future for you Wes. I won’t be
a bit surprised to see you back here receiving a lifetime
achievement award. Congratulations!

“To be happy with a man you must understand him
a lot and love him a little. To be happy with
a woman you must love her a lot and not try to
understand her at all.” ~ Helen Rowland

Norfolk Mayor nCharlie Luke presented the 2016 Dogwood
Award for Groups to nJim Melville, nDon Fort and nTom
Haskett, representing the Vittoria & District Foundation Inc.
-24-

Stix’n’pix for Charity
upgraded electrical, and new interior storm windows.
As well as, new kitchen cupboards, resurfacing of the
floors, new furnace & air conditioning. They
spearheaded an accessibility project, installing new
handrails and much, much more. To date, the V&DF
has contributed $104,000 to the Vittoria Town Hall.
In 2005, the Foundation unveiled and dedicated the
Vittoria Mill Cairn. The monument was created as a
permanent commemoration of the village’s oldest and
longest operating mill site. The cairn is made of local
fieldstone. The Foundation is currently working on the
creation of a War Memorial to highlight the
contribution of soldiers from the village and area who
fought and died in wars past.
Created as a Bicentennial project, the Vittoria
Walking Tour brochure has been maintained by the
Heritage Committee of the Foundation. The self-guided
tours highlight the significant historical features
throughout the village.
The Vittoria Booster is published twice a year and
what a publication it is. It includes all community
events and local happenings including significant
milestone birthdays and anniversaries – it is a real
community publication – 32 pages long and a fun
read.
Through the hard work and dedication of its
volunteers, each spring the Foundation holds a very
successful Spaghetti Dinner and Auction. Word on the
street is that the bidding can get quite competitive.
Upwards of 200 people donate to this event and since
1996, $600,000 has been raised with all funds going
directly back into the community.
What I found most astonishing was the far reaching
contributions this group has made to Norfolk County. I
can’t possibly list them all but this short list gives you
a sense of the very good work they do.
• University Awards scholarships to deserving high
school students from Normandale, Port Ryerse, RR2
and RR6 Simcoe, and Vittoria.
• Financial contributions to the Norfolk Music Arts
Festival, Young Theatre Players, Guides/Scouts,
Vittoria Community Choir, Big Brothers & Sisters,
Special Olympics, Norview Bus Fund, Black Cap
Players, Norfolk General Hospital – $50K for
emergency care and diagnostic Imaging and $25K for
the Cat Scan project, Delhi Spray Park, Norfolk Arts
Centre, Port Dover Harbour Museum, SCS Rising from
the Ashes and many others.
This community based foundation epitomizes what
it means to work with and for your community. They
clearly understand the value of civic engagement and
community pride.
Please join me in congratulating these very worthy
recipients of the group award.

Hockey, music come together
for charity event
- adapted from an article by Jacob Robinson in the Simcoe
Reformer

Former NHLer Ryan VandenBussche is combining
his love for both hockey and music into a charitable
endeavour.
The Delhi native has created Stix ‘N’ Pix – a
not-for-profit with the aim of getting local youth
involved on the ice, or on stage – and its first order of
business is bringing a few big names back to Norfolk.
The organization will host a dinner, auction and hot
stove lounge as a special tribute to Port Dover’s
Leonard ‘Red’ Kelly on June 28 at the Burning Kiln
Winery near Turkey Point. The event will also include
fellow NHL hall of famer and Norfolk native Rob Blake
and NHL executive Jim Gregory. Renowned artist
David Arrigo will be on hand creating a one-of-a-kind
painting of Kelly for auction.
“It’s not only a tribute dinner to Red Kelly for what
he’s accomplished coming from Norfolk County... we
want to hear stories (about) how the game of hockey
evolved,” said Ryan, who played for three teams over a
nine-year NHL career.
Since retiring from pro hockey back in 2006-07,
Ryan moved to Port Ryerse and has been a coach in
the Port Dover Minor Hockey system for the last
handful of years. He soon recognized a need to help
the game grow at the local level as well as combat
rising equipment and ice rental costs.
“Norfolk County is the place for me and after being
involved in minor hockey we have great organizations
here, I just feel we need to get more kids playing the
game,” he said.
“What we’re looking for is corporate businesses who
want to give back to youth and hockey for things like
making it more affordable, to purchase ice time (and)
to put programs in place where we can get these kids
who haven’t played hockey yet on the ice.”
Stix ‘N’ Pix will be a local facilitator of the Bauer
First Shift Program,
which allows children
aged 6-10 who haven’t
played the game to get
fitted head to toe in
equipment for $199. It
also provides six
one-hour on-ice
sessions with a certified
instructor.
Ryan’s program will
further fund skills
clinics, supply young
goalies with gear and
even assist families with
financial support for
registration.
With one event

A recent worldwide survey showed that out of
2,146,703,436 people, 94% were too lazy to actually
read that number.
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Vittoria Post Office ~ 200 Years of Service
already booked, Ryan is also looking to organize an
NHL fantasy camp – a day that gives anyone the
chance to lace up alongside former pros with a
dinner/reception to follow. The music side of Stix ‘N’
Pix will debut as Ryan hosts the ‘Bushstock Music
Festival’ September 3-4 at his Lakeside Vista property.
“Not everybody is into playing a sport, maybe
they’re artists of some sort,” he said. “We’d like to find
a way to get more instruments in kids’ hands.”
A limited number of tickets to the dinner are
available for $250. Anyone wishing to get involved can
email info@stixnpix.com or visit www.stixnpix.com.

Vittoria Post Office Marks 200
years of service in 2016
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

In 1816, it could take a letter from England three
months to reach the post office at Tisdale’s Mills.
“Tisdale’s Mills” was the name of the settlement
until it was changed to Vittoria in 1819.
Today, a photo snapped on a smart phone in
Vittoria can be uploaded to the Internet in less than 30
seconds. Anyone anywhere in the world with an
Internet connection can look at it and comment on it
in real time.
Communications have changed dramatically over
the past 200 years, yet the post office in Vittoria
remains a critical part of the community. This year, it
marks two centuries of serving the village and rural
residents of the former Charlotteville Township. As
such, the office in Vittoria marks the beginning of the
Canadian postal service in Ontario.
“It’s wonderful,” says Vittoria postmaster Sheelagh
McFarlane, who has served in this capacity for 29
years. “This was the very first post office in Upper
Canada and probably the very last one to get a
telephone.”
Vittoria got one of the first post offices because it
played a vital role in the governance of Ontario back in
the day. From 1815 to 1825, Vittoria was the district
capital in this part of Upper Canada as well as the
judicial seat for southwestern Ontario. These functions
were later relocated to London.
Sheelagh McFarlane and Roger Cruickshank, 82,
are the last surviving postmasters to serve Vittoria.
Roger held the contract from 1963 to 1968. About 200
customers would come to the Cruickshanks’ roomy old
home on Lamport Street daily to get their mail.
Roger discharged the contract in partnership with
his wife Twila. Women back then weren’t allowed to
serve as postmasters. Even so, Roger said his wife was
often the main point of contact with the public.
Last week, Roger said 200 years of postal service in
Vittoria is a big deal. For many decades, the post office
was an essential part of the community’s fabric and
identity. In the 19th century, Canadian communities
couldn’t function without postal service.

Sheelagh McFarlane is the charming postmaster of record
as the post office in Vittoria marks its 200th anniversary this
year. The postal service in Vittoria was the first established
in Upper Canada when it arrived in 1816. Back then, Vittoria
was known as Tisdale’s Mills.
“Historically, it was the only means of
communicating for 100-plus years,” Roger said. “The
local post office is a meeting place for the local
community.”
This deep connection meant that letters and parcels
got to their recipients regardless of how they were
labelled.
“The people at the post office know everyone in the
community,” Twila Cruickshank said. “It didn’t matter
if the address was right or the name was properly
spelled. You always got your mail.”
Over these past two centuries, there was at least
one notable postal dynasty in Vittoria. It’s a fair bet
that postmasters Simpson McCall and his son George
knew everyone if not everything about everybody in
their bailiwick.
The elder McCall was postmaster in Vittoria from
1835 to 1873. His son took over in 1873 and served
the community until 1925. The pair logged a total of
90 years overseeing postal affairs in this part of
Charlotteville Township.
Today, the Vittoria post office serves about 600
households and a handful of businesses. A total of 250
households are located within Vittoria proper while
327 are in the rural areas nearby.
- additional information about Vittoria Post Office

Vittoria was one of nine earliest post offices that
were established in Upper Canada. It was first known
as Long Point and was opened in 1816. The post office
name of Long Point was changed to Vittoria in 1819.
Since the first post office was established in Vittoria
back in 1816 it has been the practice to have each
incoming postmaster supply the building.
This practice came to an end in 1968 when Ruth
Hodgson was appointed. Then, in 1977 residents of
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Vittoria Loyalist ‘Hotbed’
the village of Vittoria got a brand new post office that
will not move when the postmaster retires.
Over the years, Vittoria’s 10 Postmasters have been:
Daniel Ross (1816 – 1829);
F. L. Walsh (1829 – 1835);
Simpson McCall (1835 – 1873);
George D. McCall (1873 – 1925)
Henry Charles Fort (1926 – 1929);
Richard Terry (1929 – 1949);
Elwood Smith (1949 – 1963);
Roger Cruickshank (1963 – 1968);
Ruth Hodgson (1968 – 1987); and
Sheelagh McFarlane (1987 – present).
In 1977, the post office finally found a permanent
home in a new building. But while the new home is a
boon for staff, “some residents were disgruntled about
losing the homey atmosphere of the old rural office
down the street”, according to then Postmistress Ruth
Hodgson.
The building came complete with key-type lock
boxes. It also affords more room for staff to sort and
separate mail.
“The new building reflects the growth in this area,
another reason for construction, besides the cramped
quarters in the old office”, Mrs. Hodgson said. “Some
may take offence to the new building but it is at last a
permanent home”, she said.
At the grand opening of the building a “Tribute for
Service” certificate was presented to Ruth Hodgson who accepted it for future hanging in the Post Office on behalf of all past and present Vittoria employees.
All present were invited to inspect the new premises
and partake of the refreshments provided by the ladies
of the Vittoria Sunbeam Club.

The United Empire Loyalists' Association of Canada
Grand River Branch held a celebration ceremony for
Loyalist Day in Vittoria Sunday. The group gathered at the
Anglican Church before moving to the town cenotaph to
raise the Loyalist Flag. Pictured, (back row from left)
Bev Balch U.E. of Burlington, Barbara Seitz U.E. of Simcoe
and (front row) Aiden Terrault U.E., 11 and Austin Terrault
U.E., 9, both of Brantford.

Vittoria is a Loyalist ‘hotbed’
- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

North America who fled to Canada in the wake of the
American Revolution in the 18th century. Loyalists
wished to remain faithful to the Crown.
“We put a great deal of emphasis on it because
that’s really what we’re all about is recognizing the
contributions made by our Loyalist ancestors,” Terry
said. “You don’t have to be the descendant of a
Loyalist to be a member of the branch – anybody can
join and be a voting member. Many of us, however, get
into it and do the documentation (because of) our
Loyalist ancestors.”
Two young brothers, Aiden and Austin Terrault
(aged 9 and 11 respectively) of Brantford were
designated as the ceremony’s official flag bearers. That
was by design as the branch looks to further
incorporate the next generation of Loyalists.
“That’s very important to us,” Terry said. “That’s
why we’re trying hard to get some of the younger kids
involved in some of the activities.”
More information on the branch and its practices
can be found at www.grandriveruel.ca.

There’s no better place to celebrate a historic day
than in a historic village.
The United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada
Grand River Branch – which extends from Tobermory
to Dunnville and west to Long Point - had dozens of
places they could’ve gone to for this year’s Loyalist Day
June 19.
Norfolk County’s Vittoria was the clear choice.
“We chose Vittoria this time because it’s really a
Loyalist hotbed – this whole Norfolk/Long Point Area,”
said Bill Terry U.E., the chair of the branch’s Loyalist
Day festivities. “We’ve been here before but we wanted
to come back and have a reunion sort of thing.”
Loyalists young and old – many dressed in full
Loyalist attire - gathered at the town’s Anglican
Church for a 2 p.m. worship service. Afterward, a piper
led the group to the town’s cenotaph where the
Loyalist Flag – which is similar looking, but different
than the Union Jack – was raised.
Loyalists were originally colonists living in British
-27-

Turkey Point Playpark; Outdoor Ed at St. Michael’s
stations of the kind in question are located throughout
the city. Supplier of the exercise equipment in Turkey
Point will be Henderson Recreation Equipment in
Simcoe.
Windham Coun. Jim Oliver said Al’s paving request
is reasonable in light of the investment the community
is making.
Coun. Oliver asked Al and Norm Marshall,
president of the Turkey Point District Business
Association, if they had considered applying for
provincial grants. Coun. Oliver said the expansion
would likely qualify for funding due to its impact on
public health, tourism and community improvement.
Al replied that no one in Turkey Point is thinking
along these lines.
“To be honest, we feel our time is better spent
having our festival and making fun for people,” Al said.
“We don’t see any trouble raising the funds we need for
this.
“As a festival, we can’t wait. We are doers. We want
to raise the money, get it done, and move on to
something else.”

Al Reid, left, president of the Turkey Point Summerfest, and
Norm Marshall, president of the Turkey Point District
Business Association, display images of the all-weather
exercise equipment they intend to install in the community
play park on Tom Millar Drive.

Outdoor classroom in works at
St. Michael’s school

Turkey Point Playpark
improvements will proceed

- adapted from an article by Shannon Coulter in the Simcoe
Reformer

- adapted from an article by Monte Sonnenberg in the Simcoe
Reformer

Turkey Point has received permission to begin work
on an expansion of the community play park on Tom
Millar Drive.
Organizers of the new equipment that will be
installed in the park are aiming to have two of the
installations on display in time for Summerfest this
August.
Al Reid, president of Summerfest, wants to give the
community an idea of what it has invested in since
fundraising for the $70,000 project began last year.
Tuesday, Reid told Norfolk council that the community
has raised $31,000 toward the project so far.
“We’re about half way there,” he said. “I wouldn’t be
surprised to have this done and paid off in three
years.”
Two of the seven exercise stations will be
handicapped accessible. To that end, Al asked council
if it would consider paving Tom Millar Drive – the
access route to the park. He said blacktop would be
handy for people with assistive devices who wanted to
use the equipment.
Council will consult staff in the Norfolk’s roads
department before deciding what to do next. Council
Tuesday approved the play park addition in principle,
subject to a risk assessment. It also gave Al and his
committee permission to begin work on the expansion.
When the new equipment is in place, this will be the
first outdoor installation of its kind in Canada. Al and
others got the idea during a visit to Santo Domingo,
capital of the Dominican Republic.
In Santo Domingo, heavy-duty, all-weather work
-28-

A local elementary school is one step closer to
having a space for students to be able to learn
outdoors.
St. Michael’s Catholic Elementary School began the
process Friday of planting trees for its outdoor
education area.
“We need shade out here,” says Patti Bulleyment,
an early childhood educator at St. Michael’s.
The school was awarded a $1,500 grant from TD
Evergreen to enhance its natural play space with local
greenery for the students.
“All the trees we are planting today are native to the
area,” says Scott Meyer, general manager of St.
Williams Nursery and Ecology Centre.
Six trees have been planted, including two sugar
maple trees and a black gum tree, which “grows black
berries good to eat,” says Scott.
St. Michael’s is looking to add more trees to its
property before the project is finished.
Patti says that she is offering volunteer hours to
Grade 8 students in exchange for their help watering
the trees during the summer break.
Several students and parent volunteers helped
assist Scott with planting the trees. Scott taught all of
the volunteers how to properly plant a tree, including
how deep the hole should be, loosening the roots of the
tree before planting it and mixing compost with the
original dirt.
“If we didn’t have parent volunteers, we would be
lost,” says Scott.
Stephanie Belizman is one of the parent volunteers

Our 20th Annual V&DF Spaghetti Dinner & Auction
take one to two years to complete.
The school is looking for community partners to
donate and/or sponsor a feature. If you are interested
in helping support St. Michael’s natural play space,
contact the school at 519-426-5462.

Our 20th Annual Spaghetti
Dinner & Auction
- adapted from Photography and Event Coverage by David Runions
in snapd Haldimand-Norfolk

snapd was honoured to be invited back to join the
Vittoria Foundation 20th Annual Spaghetti Dinner &
Auction. This has become a major fundraising source
for the community – and it also happens to be a hot
ticket when it traditionally sells out.
There is a social gathering that includes a viewing
at 4pm. Dinner starts at 5:30, and then the gavel
drops for fast and furious action beginning at 6:45.
Once the auction starts, there’s no holding back!
V&DF President Gary Cooper took some precious
time out of a busy evening to have a chat with snapd.
He said that over the years the Foundation has
donated $500,000 to hospital projects, various
organizations and scholarships.
On this evening 325 people were in attendance.
There was a real sense of community and of the
significance of the event. And yes, there was a lot of
spaghetti. Many thanks to the volunteers who organize
this great community gathering, and then come
together to serve all 325 attendees quickly so that the
auction can take over the fun for the rest of the
evening.

Parent volunteer Stephanie Belizman breaks ground for the
first tree to be planted at St. Michael's School. The process
began Friday with the planting of trees for the school’s
outdoor education area.
that helped to plant the trees. She has two young
children attending St. Michael’s school.
“I am a part of the parent council,” says Stephanie.
“Last year, the school mentioned that an outdoor
education area was in the works.
“It will be really neat once it’s all finished,” says
Stephanie.
One problem experienced by volunteers involved
was trying to place the trees in the schoolyard, while
keeping in mind that the ground must be suitable to
keep the tree alive in the chosen area.
“There’s a lot of space that we need to organize and
utilize,” says Scott. “It’s a slow process, but this is just
the beginning.”
The new trees will complement several play areas,
called features, which will be added as part of the
natural play space. The decision for which feature to
start with was put up to a vote. Both students and the
school community chose to begin with the outdoor
education area, followed by adding a shade cover to
their existing sand pit.
Other features include a music area, tricycle path,
balance walk, teeter-totters and an existing earth
mound with two slides carved into the ground.
The outdoor classroom will feature a stage, several
logs to sit on as chairs and a writing area such as a
chalkboard or a whiteboard. The education area can
be used for any subject, especially drama and
presentations, says Patti.
St. Michael’s has a free flow day with no fixed
breaks. Patti says this will allow for the curriculum to
be adjusted if needed in order for different class
subjects to be taught outside.
So far, St. Michael’s has raised $3,000 through
fundraising for the project. Patti estimated it should

Long-time contributor nJim Simmons brought his curling
teammate and first-time contributor Mike Vrooman to the
20th Anniversary Auction.
A policeman pulls nGary Cooper over for speeding
and asks him to get out of the car. After looking
Gary over the policeman says, "Sir, I couldn't help
but notice your eyes are bloodshot. Have you been
drinking?" Gary gets really indignant and says,
"Officer, I couldn't help but notice your eyes are
glazed. Have you been eating doughnuts?"
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Volunteers in Action at the Auction

Vittoria Boosters Chair nTom Haskett and Auctioneer Lyle
Smith solicited bids on the more than 80 items so generously
donated to the Live Auction.

nBarb Galuppi and nRegina Lambert greeted guests
as they arrived at the registration tables and
issued bidders’ cards.

The notorious Vittoria MAFIA mystery treasure box is an
ever-popular Live Auction item. Over the past 20 years, it
has brought in in the neighbourhood of $8,000. Priceless!

Rachelle Walters cheerfully sold tickets for the Raffle and
Toonie Draw, and helped her Mom nJudy Walters handle
the payments for live and silent auction items.

Many of our members and supporters like Michele Beckett,
nPaul Beischlag and nJames Christison contributed in
three ways – as contributors, volunteers and buyers.

Founding members of The Vittoria & District Foundation Inc.
nTracy Haskett and her mom nJoan Haskett welcomed
guests at the door and issued bidders’ cards.

“Whether you think you can or think you can’t, you
are right.” ~ Henry Ford

“The best way to cheer yourself up is to try to cheer
somebody else up.” ~ Mark Twain, 1896
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The Last Laugh!
THE MOOD RING
I bought my wife a mood ring, and when she's in a good
mood the ring turns blue. But when she's in a bad mood,
it leaves a big red spot in the middle of my forehead.

THE BIRDS & THE BEES
nMike Haskett asked his mother nJoan, “How were
people born?” So Joan said, “Adam and Eve made
babies, then their babies became adults and made
babies, and so on.” Mike then went to his father nTom,
and asked him the same question. Tom told him, “We
were monkeys then we evolved to become like we are
now.” Mike ran back to Joan and said, “You lied to me!”
Joan replied, “No dear, your dad was talking about his
side of the family.”

BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU WISH FOR!
Bob VanHooren left work one Friday evening. But it was
payday, so instead of going home, he stayed out the
entire weekend partying with his buddies and spending
his entire wages.
When he finally appeared at home on Sunday night, he
was confronted by his angry wife Susan and was
barraged for nearly two hours with a tirade befitting his
actions. Finally Susan stopped the nagging and said to
him, “How would you like it if you didn’t see me for two
or three days?”
Bob replied, “That would be fine with me.” Monday went
by and he didn’t see his wife. Tuesday and Wednesday
came and went with the same results. But on Thursday,
the swelling went down just enough where he could see
her a little out of the corner of his left eye.

YOU STARTED IT!
Reaching the end of a job interview, the Human
Resources Officer asks young nJames Christison, “And
what starting salary are you looking for?” James replies,
“In the region of $150,000 a year, depending on the
benefits package.” The interviewer inquires, “Well, what
would you say to a package of five weeks vacation, 14
paid holidays, full medical and dental, company
matching retirement fund to 50% of salary, and a new
company car leased every two years, say, a red
Corvette?” James sits up straight and says, “Wow! Are
you kidding?” The interviewer replies, “Yeah, but you
started it.”

THE CHRISTMAS BIKE
nChester Stenclik wanted a bike for Christmas really
badly, but the kid was a real bad seed, and he knew it.
He wrote a letter to Jesus. “Dear Jesus, if I get a bike for
Christmas, I'll be good for a whole week.” He thought
about it, crossed out what he wrote, and said, “I can't be
good for a whole week, I'll be good for five days.” He
crossed that out and wrote, “I'll be good for four days.”
Then he thought again and said, “Can't do that.” He got
down to one day and said, “I can't even be good for a
day.” Then in frustration, he went into his mother's room
and got the statue of the Virgin Mary, wrapped it up in a
blanket, put it in a paper bag, threw it in the closet and
said, “Dear Jesus, if I don't get a bike for Christmas,
you'll never see your mother again!”

SHOW ME THE DIFFERENCE!
Lawyer Mike McArthur ran a stop sign and got pulled
over by Haldimand-Norfolk Regional Police Deputy Chief
nWarren Burger. Mike thought he was smarter, being
a big shot lawyer from Simcoe, and having a better
education than some hick cop from Hagersville. Burg
asked for Mike’s licence and registration. Mike asked,
“What for?” Burg responded, “You didn't come to a
complete stop at the stop sign.” Mike said, “I slowed
down and no one was coming.” “You still didn't come to
a complete stop. Licence and registration please,” said
Burg impatiently. Mike said, “If you can show me the
legal difference between slow down and stop, I'll give
you my licence and registration and you can give me the
ticket. If not, you let me go and don't give me the ticket.”
Burg said, “That sounds fair, please exit your vehicle.”
Mike stepped out and the Burg took out his nightstick
and started beating Mike with it. Burg says, “Do you
want me to stop or just slow down?”

FACING JUDGEMENT
During an impassioned sermon about death and final
judgement one Sunday down at Old Woodhouse
Church, pastor Jeff Smith said forcefully, “Each member
of this church is going to die and face judgement.”
Glancing down at the front pew, he noticed nGary
Cooper sitting with a big smile on his face. Jeff repeated
his point louder. “Each member of this church is going
to die and face judgement!” Though everyone else in the
congregation was looking somber, Gary in the front pew
continued to smile. Finally Jeff stepped off the platform,
stood in front of Gary and shouted, “I said each member
of this church is going to die!” Gary grinned from ear to
ear. After the service was over, Jeff made a beeline for
Gary. “I don't get it,” Jeff said in frustration. “Whenever I
said, 'Each member of this church is going to die,' your
smile got bigger. Why?” “I'm not a member of this
church,” Gary replied.

IF I HAD MY DRUTHERS!
nRoger Cruickshank is walking through the Vittoria
Conservation area down by the millpond and sees a
talking frog. He picks up the frog and the frog says, “If
you kiss me, I will turn into a beautiful princess and be
yours for a week.” Roger puts the frog in his pocket. The
frog screams, “Hey if you kiss me, I will turn into a
beautiful princess and make love to you for a whole
month.” Roger looks at the frog and says, “At my age I’d
rather have a talking frog.”
THE CURE
nJim Melville drinks a shot of whiskey every night
before bed. After years of this, his wife nBarb wants
him to quit. She gets two shot glasses, fills one with
water and the other with whiskey. After bringing him to
the table that has the glasses, she brings his bait box.
She says, “I want you to see this.” She puts a worm in
the water, and it swims around. She puts a worm in the
whiskey, and the worm dies immediately. She then says,
feeling that she has made her point clear, “What do you
have to say about this experiment?” He responds by
saying, “If I drink whiskey, I won't get worms!”

EXAGGERATION
nJohn Donaldson spots a sign outside nErnie Racz’
house that reads “Talking Dog for Sale.” Intrigued, he
walks in. “So what have you done with your life?” he
asks the dog. “I've led a very full life,” says the dog. “I
lived in the Alps rescuing avalanche victims. Then I
served my country in Iraq. And now I spend my days
reading to the residents of a retirement home.” John is
flabbergasted. He asks Ernie, “Why on earth would you
want to get rid of an incredible dog like that?” Ernie
says, “Because he’s a liar! He never did any of that!”
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Wrapping it up, and Coming Events

COMING EVENTS

Wrapping it up!
We apologize for all errors and omissions.
Items in this newsletter are often excerpted or adapted
from the local newspapers (Simcoe Reformer, Norfolk
Hub, Port Dover Maple Leaf, Times-Reformer) and other
publications, and we thank them and their writers.
Thank you to all contributors of photos, articles and other
materials, as well as proofreading services – J.P.
Antonacci, Lindsay Bird, nMary Caughill, Eddie
Chau, Melissa Collver, Shannon Coulter, nTwila
Cruickshank, nJohn Donaldson, nDon Fort,
Victoria Gray, Gerry Hamill, nTracy Haskett, Peter
Hermant, Donna McMillan, Paul Morris, Stan Morris,
nJoan Norman, nMelynda Norman-Lee, Daniel R.
Pearce, Jacob Robinson, David Runions, Monte
Sonnenberg, Dan Wiest, nFrances Winter; The CBC,
The Delhi News-Record, The Empire Club, The Norfolk
News, The Port Dover Maple Leaf, The Simcoe
Reformer, snapd Haldimand-Norfolk, The Toronto Star,
the Wikipedia website, and the worldwide web.
Thank you to nJoan Norman and her crew for stuffing
and labelling the envelopes containing the newsletters,
and for distributing a number of them. Thanks also to
Sheelagh McFarlane for stamping and mailing the
Vittoria Booster envelopes.
Anyone who wishes to contribute an article for the
next Vittoria Booster, please contact Roger. All
contributed items welcome, including Letters to the
Editor!

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
(ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE)
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL EVENTS ARE AT THE VDCC (VITTORIA &
DISTRICT COMMUNITY CENTRE) 35 OAKES BLVD.

Sun. Aug. 14 WOODHOUSE UNITED CHURCH CEMETERY
DECORATION DAY ~ Service at 9:30 am outside in
the Cemetery, behind the Church at 2164 Hwy. 24
South, weather permitting. In the Sanctuary if
weather is inclement. Light refreshments after the
service. Contact Roger at 519-426-0234.
Sun. Aug. 14 ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH CEMETERY
DECORATION DAY ~ Service at 2:00 pm in the
church at 1557 Old Brock Street. Contact Marion at
519-426-4545.
Sun. Sept. 15 “AUTUMN” SERVICE OF EVENSONG ~ at Christ
Church Anglican, at 7 Lamport Street, Vittoria. 3:00
pm, led by the Rector, The Rev. Mary Farmer MDiv.
Light refreshments at the Town Hall after the service.
Contact Ron at 519-586-2176.
Sun. Oct. 16 WOODHOUSE UNITED CHURCH 215TH
ANNIVERSARY ~ Service at 9:30 am. Light
refreshments after the service. 2164 Hwy. 24 South.
Contact Roger at 519-426-0234.
Sat. Nov. 19 CHRISTMAS IN VITTORIA ~ 18th annual Tour and
and
Luncheon at 9 venues in or near Vittoria. Unique
Sun. Nov. 20 variety of specialty foods and the best of local
crafters and artisans. Contact Cheryl at
519-426-0705.

The Vittoria & District Foundation
P.O. Box 45 Vittoria, Ontario N0E 1W0
519-426-0234
godfather@kwic.com

Sat. Nov. 19 ONE-OF-A-KIND IN VITTORIA ~ 30th annual Show
and
and Sale, featuring upscale Crafts, Photography,
Sun. Nov. 20 Quilts, Pottery, Art, Woodcrafts, etc. Contact Joan at
226-931-6518.
Sat. Dec. 3
VITTORIA LIONS CLUB TURKEY RAFFLE ~ 8:00 11:00 pm. Free Admission and Door prize.

Important Message From The
V&DF Executive

REGULAR MONTHLY ACTIVITIES
(Some organizations cancel summer and December meetings.
Please check with the Organization)
LIONESS CLUB
2ND WEDNESDAY – 7 pm (in VDCC)
LIONS CLUB
1ST and 3RD WEDNESDAYS – 7 pm (in VDCC)
UNITED CHURCH WOMEN
1ST TUESDAY – 7:30 pm (in Sunday School room)
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
2ND WEDNESDAY – 1 pm (in Town Hall)

The Executive and Directors of The Vittoria & District Foundation
Inc. are all unpaid volunteers. Executive members are:
President – nGary Cooper
Vice-President – (open)
Treasurer – nBrenda Cooper
Secretary – nBrenda Cooper
Assistant Secretary – nTracy Haskett
Chair of the Boosters Committee – nTom Haskett
Chair of the Heritage Committee – nDon Fort
Chair of the Membership Committee – nBrenda Cooper
Website Co-ordinator – nDon Fort
Vittoria Booster Editor – nRoger Cruickshank
Conveners and helpers at the Spaghetti Dinner & Auction are also
unpaid volunteers, as are those who assist at the Ontario
Volunteer Service Awards ceremonies.
Please help to simplify the workload for these volunteers.
1.
One way is to fill out and return your own membership application
forms, including whether or not an Income Tax receipt is needed.
This has to be done for the ‘paper trail’ required. Thankfully,
almost all members already do this. Receipts for membership will
be provided only if requested.
2.
The Auditors have also suggested that we ask all members to
renew by cheque, or by credit or debit card, rather than cash, if
possible. This too, will provide that easy-to-follow ‘paper trail’ the
Auditors need.
3.
When contributing one or more items to our Auction, please
complete the Auction Contribution form giving a realistic
estimated value for each item and tell us whether or not you need
a receipt, and whose name and address goes on it. Nearly all
contributors did that this year and it was really very helpful.

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
The Vittoria & District Foundation Inc. (V&DF) is a
registered charity created to provide facilities and
programs to improve the quality of life for residents in and
around Vittoria. All Directors of the V&DF are unpaid
volunteers. Since it’s inception in 1997, the V&DF and its
partners in the “Magnificent Seven” have raised and
contributed more than Six Hundred Thousand Dollars to a
variety of worthwhile community projects in and around the
village. To become a member of The V&DF, please contact
Brenda at 519-428-8700.

2017 ANNUAL MEETING
of

THE VITTORIA & DISTRICT FOUNDATION INC.
Thursday February 2, 2017 ~ 7:00 pm
at

The Vittoria & District Community Centre
-32-

