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The Executive and Directors of the Vittoria and 
District Foundation Inc. are all unpaid volunteers.   
The Executive members are: 
President – Tom Haskett 
Vice-President – Joan Norman 
Treasurer – Brenda Cooper 
Secretary – Melynda Norman-Lee 
Assistant Secretary – Tracy Haskett 
Chair of the Boosters Committee – Tom Haskett 
Chair of the Heritage Committee – Don Fort 
Chair of the Membership Committee  – Lucas Crandall 
Website Coordinator – Don Fort 
Chair of the Good Will Committee  – Joan Norman 
Conveners and helpers at the Spaghetti Dinner and 
Auction are also unpaid volunteers, as are those who 
assist at the Ontario Volunteer Service Awards 
ceremonies.   
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Please help simplify the workload for these 
volunteers. 

1.  One way is to fill out and return your own 
membership application forms, including 
whether or not an Income Tax receipt is 
needed.  This has to be done for the ‘paper 
trail’ required. Thankfully, almost all members 
already do this.  Receipts for membership will 
be provided only if requested. 

2.  The Auditors have also suggested that we ask 
all members to renew by cheque, or by credit 
or debit card, rather than cash, if possible. This 
too, will provide that easy-to-follow ‘paper 
trail’ the Auditors need. 

3.  When contributing one or more items to our 
Auction, please complete the Auction 
Contribution form giving a realistic estimated 
value for each item and tell us whether or not 
you need a receipt, and whose name and 
address goes on it.  Nearly all contributors did 
that for our 2019 auction and it was really very 
helpful. 

We apologize for all errors and omissions.   
Items in this newsletter are often excerpted or adapted from the local newspapers 
(Simcoe Reformer, Norfolk Hub, Port Dover Maple Leaf, Times-Reformer) and other 
publications, and we thank them and their writers.   
 
Thank you to all contributors of photos, articles and other materials, as well as 
proofreading services , The Delhi News-Record, The Norfolk Hub Magazine, The 
Norfolk News, The Port Dover Maple Leaf, The Simcoe Reformer, Snap Haldimand-
Norfolk, The Toronto Star, the Wikipedia website, CBC, Fruit & Vegetable Magazine 
and the worldwide web. 
Thank you to Joan Norman and her crew for stuffing, stamping and labelling the 
envelopes containing the newsletters, and for distributing a number of them.  
 
Anyone who wishes to contribute an article for the next Vittoria Booster, please 
contact us.  All contributed items welcome, including Letters to the Editor. 
The Vittoria and District Foundation Inc. 
P.O. Box 45 Vittoria, Ontario N0E 1W0 
vittoriafoundation@gmail.com 

From the Bicentennial in 1996 to a Foundation 
in 2021, all from the Centre of the Universe: 
If you recall, there was a massively successful celebration in 1996.  
Then the Bicentennial Committee found that after all the bills were 
paid, they had $25,000 remaining. 
 

with notes from previous Booster articles ...   
That’s when some people suggested they capitalize on the momentum 
of the bicentennial celebration and the way it brought everyone 
together in a common goal. They decided to try to sustain that sense of 
community. Using the $25,000 profit as a base for a charitable 
foundation, they formed The Vittoria & District Foundation and from 
the beginning they had the support of the residents of Vittoria.  
 
When a call went out for trustees for the Foundation, 23 people 
attended the meeting, putting their names forward as trustees and 
promising to take an active role in the Foundation’s future. Since that 
time, these and hundreds of other members pay a $20 annual 
membership fee and then set to work raising funds and organizing 
events. 
 
The Foundation’s mandate is to invest in projects that will enhance the 
quality of life for the people of Vittoria and surrounding area.  Since 
1997, they and their community partners have poured hundreds of 
thousands into community projects such as the Vittoria Town Hall, 
Vittoria Community Centre, Port Dover Harbour Museum, Delhi Splash 
Park, Lamport Park and Norfolk Soccer Park, into Youth Programs and 
Scholarships, Norfolk General Hospital projects and other community 
improvements and goodwill.   
 
There is an amazing sense of community.  The Foundation derives most 
of its income from the annual Spaghetti Dinner and Auction and from 
membership fees but has also benefited from personal and corporate 
donations as well as bequests from its members. 
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– Thank you! 

Celebrating 25 years 
We trust you will enjoy this issue (and the next couple).  In honour of our 25 years with you, we’re taking you 

on a reflection tour, hoping you enjoy your walk down memory lane, according to  The  Vittoria Booster. 
 

Favourite headings through the years …  

News from the Neighbourhood.  Milestones In memoriams

 Upcoming Events At work in the community Local news 

  Memories Sports Potpourri Congratulations

 Noteworthy Accomplishments Foundation news and stuff  

Flashbacks  Music Extra special milestones 
 Winners       Fruits of our contributions 

Community candids This is now… that was then Only in Vittoria
 Good news … bad news Local flavour 

What’s been happening Up close and personal Thank you  
 Tell me some stories, tell me your stories The Last Word 

T o r y t o w n  i s  2 2 5  y e a r s  y o u n g  a n d  s t i l l  g r o w i n g  

This group of community-minded citizens has definitely created some kind of magic in its ability to accomplish great 
work while having fun and drawing people to their cause.  
 
In a village that has no school, no store, none of the usual meeting places that form a sense of camaraderie, the 
residents still come together in an atmosphere of pride and respect for each other and work very hard to make 
improvements where they see fit. [The late] Roger Cruickshank stressed The Vittoria & District Foundation’s desire to 
foster partnerships with other local service organizations and the great heights they can reach when they work as a 
team. He also emphasizes the importance of all the volunteers, contributors and bidders to the success of the Annual 
Auction. “We are blessed to have so many people with so many talents that can work together.”   
 
Towns and cities of much larger population would be envious of the strength of this Foundation’s membership and 
their commitment to their neighbours and friends, but in Tom Haskett’s words, “We’re not a lofty group, we’re just 
country-folks.” 
 
 
Here we are 25 years later and the spirit lives on!! 
This Booster, as well as reporting on the news of 2020 and 2021, will start our review  of the happenings  in Vittoria and 
the District over the past 2 ½ decades. Take a walk down memory lane with us and watch for the next Booster  coming 
this summer.   
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C e l e b r a t i n g  2 5  y e a r s  w i t h  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t o r s !  

The Boughner/Danley/Gaudette home 
submitted by Gertrude Smith 

Our village of Vittoria is growing with new homes and 
new families, but I’m writing about an exceptional new 
home built by the Gaudettes. 
They purchased the former home of what the locals call 
the Boughner house from the estate of Helen Boughner 
Danley Lorimer in 1994.  It sits across from the Baptist 
Church on Lamport St. 
In 2019, they decided it no longer suited their needs but 
didn’t want to leave the village, so started planning for a 
rebuild. 
When plans got into place they began tearing the 
interior apart themselves before the machine was 
brought in to actually demolish.  As with many an old 
house, there wasn’t a basement.  And under the living 
room floor, they discovered it had been supported by a 
tree trunk which had been split lengthwise and filled  
around with gravel – imagine  
that for building inspectors  
of today to find! 
In the walls were  
newspaper clippings from  
September 22, 1869, from  
the W.W. Brethour and Co.  
Dry Goods Store Simcoe  
Ontario and one for the H. Holmes Mantles and 
Millinery Store on Norfolk St.  Also, an article about 
Confederation 1867.  This peaked their interest and 
mine, but I was only able to go back to 1900 to find out 
any ownership details.   
At that time, a spinster Maggie Shannon owned it.   
Thanks to our Bicentennial book, I found that Louise 
Oakes had taken piano lessons from this Miss Shannon.  
Peter Boughner’s father bought the house from Miss 
Shannon.  He left it to his son, who in turn, left the 
house to Helen. 
The house was finally demolished and the new one 
built.  The family has moved in but did save and 
incorporate into it, the pine beams into living room and 
deck ceilings plus the old pantry door is the laundry 
room door.   
Oh yes, they hope to make a collage of the newspaper 
clippings.  Cheers to them, and may they make many 
more memories. 

 



C e l e b r a t i n g  2 5  y e a r s  w i t h  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t o r s !  

Vittoria and District Foundation Inc. supports quilters’  
COVID-19 mask-making effort 

(April 2020) 

The Vittoria and District Foundation Inc. has donated $5,000 to the effort by quilters in 
Norfolk County to make face masks for first responders.  
 
Members of the Norfolk County Quilters’ Guild and the Twilight Quilters’ Guild of 
Norfolk County are using high-density, antimicrobial material supplied by the 
Haldimand Norfolk Health Unit. The material is very expensive, so the funds from the 
Vittoria and District Foundation will go towards the cost. 
 

The Medical Officer of Health, Dr Shanker Nesathuri, and the General Manager of 
Health and Social Services, Marlene Miranda, asked the quilting guilds to make masks. 
About 120 volunteers stepped up to assist and more than 700 masks have been sewn. 
More are on the way.  
The Vittoria and District Foundation Inc. was pleased to donate funding to the 
Haldimand Norfolk Health Unit to protect our paramedics and other first responders 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

An update from Nancy Racz... 
The donation from the Foundation went directly to fabric and elastics.  A second 
donation was also given by Norfolk Community Foundation. 
At one point, there was no elastic available, so shoelaces from Al’s Shoes were used 
until more elastic was available. 
Mask-making slowed down and stopped once mass-manufactured masks became 
more readily available.   
By the time the Quilters stopped making masks, 216 volunteers had made 5064 
masks, delivered by 11 volunteer drivers, all kept organized by another three 
volunteers.  The masks were distributed by the Health Unit to the hospital, nursing 
homes, churches out serving and other front-line workers.   
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Jan Grincevicius sewing masks 

Melanie Douglas sewing masks 

Theodore Too coming to Port 

Dover for the summer 
Monte Sonnenberg       March 2021 Norfolk and Tillsonburg News 

A famous tugboat will make Port Dover its summer home 
once the COVID-19 pandemic is over. 
Developer and marine operator Blair McKeil has 
confirmed he has purchased the Theodore Too, an 
imposing 60-foot craft based on a television series that is 
popular with children the world over.  
“He will spend part of the summer in Port Dover,” McKeil 
said. “He will be up there July and August. It’s a perfect 
place for him.” 
Ambassatours Gray Line of Halifax, previous owner of 
Theodore Too, put the tug up for sale last year. 

Ambassatours had been thinking of a sale beforehand 
but the pandemic forced it to act. Social-distancing 
rules and other pandemic protocols meant it was no 
longer economical to offer the tug for harbour tours, 
the company said last year at the time of the listing. 
The Theodore Too will travel the Great Lakes and 
elsewhere as a thrill for children and to promote 
careers in marine industries. McKeil’s family owns 
McKeil Marine, which has numerous shipping 
interests on the Great Lakes and which got its start in 
Nova Scotia. 
While the Theodore is in Port Dover, McKeil intends to 
moor it on the west side of the Lynn River across from 
the Port Dover Yacht Club.  
 

 



McKeil wants to keep the Theodore out of the harbour 
because the water there can get rough at times, which 
can be hard on hulls. 
McKeil added the Theodore will also spend time in the 
harbour in Hamilton in a high-profile location accessible 
to families. 
Interest from buyers and media was intense last year 
when Ambassatours announced Theodore Too was on 
the market. Ambassatours fielded numerous offers, but 
felt McKeil Marine understood the boat and had its best 
interests at heart. 
“When we listed Theodore for sale several months ago, 
we focused on helping him create a new chapter that 
would harmonize with his roots,” Dennis Campbell, CEO 
of Ambassatours Gray Line, said in a news release. 
“While fielding inquiries from all over the world, it was 
the offer from Blair McKeil that felt like the best fit for 
Theodore’s personality, experience and potential.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Theodore Too looks like a novelty boat. But beneath 
the animated exterior is a well-maintained working 
vessel. 
The tug is 60 feet long, 22 feet in the beam and has a 
draft of nearly nine feet. 
The Theodore Too is rated for 49 passengers. The boat 
has two single cabins, two double cabins, a laundry room, 
a shower, a galley with sink, a refrigerator, a freezer, an 
oven, a range and a microwave station. The onboard 
cistern holds 681 gallons of freshwater. 
It is also fully outfitted with nautical electronics, including 
two VHF radios, radar, GPS, a hailer, a chart plotter, auto 
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C e l e b r a t i n g  2 5  y e a r s  w i t h  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t o r s !  

pilot, remote joystick steering, a depth sounder, compass, 
a rudder angle indicator, closed-circuit TV, a public-
address system, and two flat-screen TVs. The Theodore 
Too also comes with an assortment of life preservers. 
McKeil says the boat requires a crew of three. He sees the 
tug making guest appearances at port towns on the north 
shore of Lake Erie when those communities are having 
special events and festivals. He says Theodore Too will 
make its presence felt in Port Dover during Canada Day 
festivities, fair-weather Friday the 13th motorcycle rallies, 
and Summerfest. 
The Theodore Too was inspired by the CBC television 
program Theodore Tugboat, which ran from 1993 to 
2001. 
 

Canadian fruit and vegetable industry’s Top 4 
Under 40 announced 
March 18, 2021   By Fruit and Vegetable 

In February, Fruit and Vegetable magazine set out to 
recognize the next generation of trailblazers driving the 
Canadian fruit and vegetable industry forward. Now, we 
are pleased to announce the winners of the inaugural Top 
4 Under 40 contest:  
Hayden Dooney, general manager of the Norfolk Fruit 
Growers Association and co-owner of Suncrest Orchards;  
Susan Judd, retail processes manager for Heeman’s and 
co-founder of Ride the Bine; Philip Keddy, farm manager 
of Charles Keddy Farms Ltd.; and Nicholas Ploeg, co-
owner of Sunrise Potato. 
 
Hayden Dooney 
Growing up on a family farm in New Zealand and working 
throughout Europe in the agriculture industry prepared 
Dooney well for his career at the Norfolk Fruit Growers 
Association in Simcoe, Ont. Dooney’s leadership skills, eye 
for innovation and passion for the apple industry combine 
with his farm experience to ensure customers and 
growers are satisfied. In addition to his work with the 
association and on the farm, 
Dooney is an active member of Norfolk County’s 
Agriculture Advisory Board, advocating for Norfolk 
farmers and farm workers in the municipality. 
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C e l e b r a t i n g  2 5  y e a r s  w i t h  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t o r s !  

Nicholas Ploeg 
Ploeg came to farming 13 years ago, helping his then-
fiancee Ruth VanderZaag grow potatoes at Sunrise Potato 
after completing an apprenticeship as a machinist. He 
enjoyed the experience so much that he became a full-
time farmer with VanderZaag, and has since worked to 
improve the farm’s sustainability, processing quality and 
yield. Ploeg is also a regular face at conferences, field days 
and webinars, and can often be found chatting with 
producers and potato industry experts on Twitter. 
 
“The competition was fierce,” says Alex Barnard, associate 
editor for Fruit and Vegetable magazine. “It was great to 
see so much passion and ambition from the under-40 
crowd in the Canadian fruit and vegetable industry. The 
future is in excellent hands.”  The winners were first 
announced on March 10 as part of the Canadian Fruit and 
Vegetable Summit. The four winners will be featured in 
the May issue of Fruit and Vegetable magazine, as well as 
a four-episode series on the AgAnnex Talks podcast. 

Susan Judd 
Judd is no stranger to agriculture, growing up on her 
family’s strawberry and dairy farm in Simcoe, Ont. At 
Heeman’s, Judd manages the greenhouse and garden 
centre’s 40 customer service staff, the pick-your-own 
strawberry section, and worked with husband Tom 
Heeman to develop the business’s cidery. She was also 
responsible for co-development of Ride the Bine, an agri-
tourism company that showcases local wineries and craft 
breweries. Judd has also worked as an instructor and co-
ordinator for Fanshawe College’s Agri-Business 
Management program and volunteers with a number of 
community and agricultural organizations. 
 
Philip Keddy 
Keddy always wanted to be a farmer. Upon graduation 
from Nova Scotia Agricultural College (now part of 
Dalhousie University), he started a research project with 
Perennia growing sweet potatoes on the family farm, 
which is now the largest commercial sweet potato grower 
east of Ontario. Keddy continues to innovate, currently 
working with Cornell University on a trial involving UV 
light to control strawberry pests and diseases. He has sat 
on several boards and committees over the years and is 
currently president of Horticulture Nova Scotia, while also 
making time for initiatives like Agriculture in the 
Classroom. 
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Our 200th Anniversary in 2021 
St. John’s Anglican Church, Woodhouse 
883 Norfolk Street South, Simcoe 
Member Church of the Long Point Bay Parish in the 
Diocese of Huron 
 —located on the corner of Highway # 24 South, Simcoe 
and St. John’s Road–– 

 
Help us Celebrate our 200th Anniversary 

 
Saturday,  April 24th from 5pm to 7pm 

Drive thru - take away 

Roast Beef dinner 
Including mashed potatoes, gravy, veggies, coleslaw, bun 

and dessert. 
Cost $18.00 

Call 519-426-4461  
to book  your meals and pick up time 

The Parish of  
St. John’s Anglican Church, 

Woodhouse, Ontario 

Excerpts from other articles printed in previous Boosters 
....  
In the Summer 2011 issue  
- adapted from an article by Dave Scott in the Norfolk Hub 

 
Churches still hold a lot of a community's fabric and many 
moons ago they acted like today's community centres 
and meeting halls ... they were the gathering place. ... We 
should understand these churches better ... if not 
because of the religious meaning but perhaps of the 
historical importance ... lives were lived in these 
buildings, families grew up there and when it is all said 
and done, let’s embrace the people who made our 
churches strong. 
Saint John's Church sits proudly ... It has been there since 
1821 ... it has burned three times and been rebuilt three 
times.   The first two were wooden structures and the 
third was brick. 
Over the years, the church has been home to many local 
families ... consisting of mainly farmers who lived in the 
area. The Walkers were one of those families.  Sheila 
Hastie (her mother's maiden name was Walker) 
remembers attending the church as a young child. She 
thinks back to her grandparents who attended as well ... 
the Union Jack that hangs in the church is the one that 
her grandparents (Quanbury) donated to the church in 
memory of their two sons who were lost in WWI ... If you 
walked into that church today ... you might think, boy, 
they sure could use a new flag. But the history behind the 
flag represents a local family ... their heritage ... their 
faith ... their story. This is the sense of community that a 
church has the power to hold within its walls. Whether or 
not we attend church much, we need to open our eyes to 
the history that surrounds us in these grand buildings and 
take the time to celebrate their importance. 
An event that displayed some of the history of St. John's 
took place on Sunday June 26th [2011]... a Wedding Bells 
Service celebrating 190 years of unions ... all the folks 
who have been married at the church were invited to 
bring their wedding photos, ... and share the memories of 
their special day at St. John's Anglican Church. ...  

Congratulations - 200 years of caring in our community! 

C e l e b r a t i n g  2 5  y e a r s  w i t h  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t o r s !  
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Later that year ... Guest speaker at the September 25th [2011] 190th anniversary 
service at St. John’s Anglican Church was Eugene Whelan. ... Following are some of 
the edited highlights of his comments ... 
“St. John’s Church and farming are very similar.  For example, both have been a 
mainstay of this community for a very long time. Each week the church members 
stop and give praise to God for their blessings of the past week. Each day the farmers 
get up and give thanks for the sun and the rain. Both the church and the farmers 
realize that a lot of the good works they do go unnoticed but they still “plough on” to 
do the work.  

During the last 190 years both institutions of Norfolk 
County have seen a lot of change, but both have retained 
their same focuses over that time period.” 
“St. John’s Anglican Church and the surrounding community 
of Simcoe and Norfolk County have never sat back and 
watched the world go by The people who make up these 
institutions have always taken an active role in being good 
community citizens and great Canadians. Like the 
forefathers of our country they have understood about 
helping each other out. They are survivors. That is why they 
are still here today to celebrate the 190th Anniversary of St. 
John’s Anglican Church.” 
... Mary Field, an organizer of the church anniversary, 
reported that following the service those present visited 

with the Whelans at lunch hosted by the church.  The Whelans were interested to hear it had been a cheese factory 
moved from Rockford to the site in 1924 and refurbished.  “It was awe-inspiring to have The Honourable Mr. Whelan 
attend our little rural church, and being the kind of man he is, he had researched our history and knew it better than 
many of us,” Mrs. Field commented, adding “he and Mrs. Whelan charmed us all and set into history an event that any in 
attendance will never forget.” 

From the Summer 2014 Booster 
... Some things change and some 
things stay the same  

- adapted from an article by Dave Scott 
in the Norfolk Hub 

... I made my way just inside the 
hall door where a couple of 
gentlemen were chatting about 
how the area’s congregation had 
changed over the years and how 
with shrinking families, things 
were changing. 
Sheila Hastie (who is a warden 

for the church) spotted me and came over to say hi. She, like many of the other volunteers, was wearing her St. John’s 
apron and was busy helping as folks waited in line for the delicious dinner. As I made my way out of the entry, into the 
sitting area I noticed my neighbour, Mary D’ettorre, working the door so I had to stop  and share a laugh with her.  

C e l e b r a t i n g  2 5  y e a r s  w i t h  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t o r s !  
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Then I noticed Sharon Judd working away behind her, writing receipts for the dinner. I sat down next to Sharon and 
asked if someone was going to relieve the poor guy (Sharon’s husband) parking cars in the lot. She laughed and said 
her husband likes it, plus he has all that experience from the fair.  Sharon said this dinner was a great success and that 
they were already getting low on food at 5:45 pm. This was going to be a wonderful fundraiser. I peeked over at one 
of the tables and noticed Sheila Miller, another friend, and across the hall I noticed Virginia Drayson. It was nice to 
see so many positive and impactful folks out in support of the fundraiser.  As I sat there I realized why the hall was 
such an important part of our community. It was the value it placed on neighbourly support and being social; folks 
were relaxed and cheerful. Looking around the room you could see the smiles and the easy flow of conversation; it 
was easy to feel welcome and enjoy the company. 
[This was also the] celebration of the $30,000 grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation, which helped renovate the 
hall and add two wheelchair accessible washrooms. I have to tell you, the hall looks great and the new washrooms 
are a wonderful addition. 
The congregation should be very proud of their commitment and dedication to creating such a comfortable and 
inviting hall. Who knew all those years ago, when the cheese factory was brought down from Rockford and converted 
into the hall, that it would be part of so many lives … wedding receptions, birthday parties, retirement celebrations, 
fitness and dance classes, card parties … all bringing folks together. … lives from generations gone by, the love and 
caring.  I now know why I felt so comfortable coming in the front door. 

continued from previous page ...  

Walking amongst the old gravestones in the cemetery, the parishes illustrious, historical past can be realized. You will 
find the earliest settlers, sea captains, military officers, yeomen, surgeons, labourers, lawyers and the first Grand 
Master of the Masonic Lodge of Canada.  Methodists and Baptist churches were in the area early in the 19th century, 
but no Anglican churches. Occasional services were held in various locations by itinerant clergy but the Anglicans 
wanted their own permanent church.  On January 3, 1803, a group of determined citizens met at a tavern in Turkey 
Point to embark on the process of achieving this.  The location finally selected was on land donated by Joseph Culver, 
where it stands today.   Some 199 years of regular church services, baptisms, marriages and funerals of several 
generations of families whose descendants still worship faithfully at St. John’s Anglican Church, Woodhouse.   New 
members and visitors are warmly welcomed to this unique, rural church.  
There is nothing like the sound of a full church singing hymns of joy to the glory of God. 

St. John’s Anglican Church historical cemetery 

C e l e b r a t i n g  2 5  y e a r s  w i t h  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t o r s !  
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1824-1874 
St. John’s Anglican Church, Woodhouse est. 1821 
The mother-church of fourteen churches in the Long Point territory.   
 It was built to serve Anglicans of Vittoria, Port Dover and Birdtown (now Simcoe)  
and district.   Saint John’s has a long history of ministration and comfort to the  
Norfolk area.  Prior to the British-American War of 1812, Anglicans from  
Woodhouse, Charlotteville and Walsingham Townships met at Turkey Point to  
organize a congregation to build and support a church and maintain a clergyman on  
a resident basis. 
Although services were held in a log cabin on the present church land, it was not  
until 1821 that a single log church building was constructed for regular services.  The original log church building was 
burned in 1823 and was replaced by a more  elaborate wooden structure in 1824. 
The first resident clergyman was Rev. Francis Evans D.C.L., who came from Dublin in 1926. His pay was £ 40, annually – to 
be paid in produce of the area.  In 30 years at St. John’s, while also raising a family of twelve, the Rev. Francis Evans was 
an active missionary.  Fire destroyed the wooden church in 1874 and it was replaced in 1875 by a solid brick church. 
Rev. Elliott Grasett, BA., successor to Rev. Evans, was also incumbent at Trinity Church, Simcoe. Following his sudden 
death (when assisting a confirmation service in Port Dover) in 1879, St. John’s, Waterford and Port Ryerse were formed 
into a three-church parish under Rev. Berthome Evans, son of the first Rector, until his demise in 1884. In 1890, Port 
Ryerse Church was closed and remained so until it was re-activated by Rev. James Ward in 1909. 
In 1912, a spark from a barn fire ignited on the church building and it was badly  
damaged.  The present church rose from the ashes in 1913 and under Rev. James  
Ward was the centre of community activity. The present rectory was built in 1916  
and the Parish Hall was opened in 1924. 
The cemetery of St. John’s church is beautifully maintained and is supported by a  
special fund instituted about 1900 and augmented by estate gifts and other donations. 
The tombstone inscriptions give some idea of the pioneer living and dying conditions. 
M. W. Bro. Wm. Mercer Wilson LL.D., the 1st Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the A.F.  
and A.M., of Canada is buried in the quiet, peaceful cemetery shaded by towering majestic trees. The annual Masonic 
Memorial pilgrimage service in June fills the venerable old St. John’s church to overflowing. 

1913 

Written with notes from St. John’s 150th, as found in Anne and Ron Judd’s files. 

Ministers who served at St. John’s: 
Travelling ministers: 
Rev. Robert Addison, Newark, Ontario  
 (now Niagara-on-the-Lake) 
Canon C. J. Ussher, Brantford Ontario 
Rev. J.C. Stewart (later Bishop of Québec.) 
Resident Ministers: 
Rev. Francis Evans 1826 – 1858 
Rev. Elliot Grasset 1859 – 1879 
Rev. Wm. Berthome Evans 1879 – 1884 
Rev. Wm. Davis  1884 – 1890 
Rev. Canon W. A. Young 1890 – 1908 
Student Hardy  April - August – 1908 
Rev. James Ward 1908 – 1929 
Rev. T. B. Holland 1930 – 1941 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Wm. Crarey 1941 – 1946 
Rev. E.L. Vivian  1946 – 1954 
Rev. Wm. Wigmore 1954 – 1956 
Rev. D. Milne   1956 – 1961 
Rev. James Donaldson 1961 – 1969 
Rev. Frank Tomkinson 1969 – 1974 
Rev. Richard Anions 1975 – 1980 
Rev. Douglas Fuller 1980 – 1985 
Rev. John Hofland 1985 – 1989 
Rev. Celia Howard 1990 – 1992 
Rev. John Course 1992- 1995 
Rev. G. Maitland  1996 - 2000 
Rev. Tony Bouwmeester 2001 - 2014 
Rev. Mary Farmer 2015- 2019 
Venerable Rick Jones  2020 - Year of pandemic 

Deacon Enrique Martinez 2020 …….. 
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Norfolk County farmers protest COVID-19 rules designed to protect migrant workers 
Justin Mowat · March 24  2021   CBC News  

Haldimand and Norfolk farmers took their tractors to area 
roadways Tuesday to protest COVID-19 rules the health 
unit says protect migrant workers, but that the 
farmers fear will severely impact the 2021 growing 
season. 
They say if workarounds aren't developed in the coming 
days or weeks, then Canadians may face a shortage of 
outdoor-grown, affordable and safe fresh fruits and 
vegetables in 2021 — and possibly beyond. 
"The 14-day quarantine program in 2021 has become 
nothing short of a nightmare," said one farmer, Frank 
Schonberger, who showed up to Tuesday's protest. 
The Haldimand-Norfolk Health Unit implemented a 
section 22 order back in March 2020, which required 
some 4,000 workers who arrived from other countries to 
quarantine for two weeks, before starting on the job. 
The section 22 order also bars more than three workers 
from staying in the same bunkhouse, regardless of floor 
space. Any overflow of additional workers must 
quarantine in hotel rooms, which farmers have paid for 
with some federal government support. 
New, additional rules were implemented by the health 
unit last Monday regarding the transportation of 
farm workers from Pearson International Airport. Workers 
are now only allowed to travel in maximum groups of 
three, instead of by the bus-load.  
In the last few weeks, there have been five COVID-19 
outbreaks that affected workers on 22 farms in the region. 
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Groups working to support migrant workers have been 
largely supportive of the protocols brought in by 
the health unit. 
"We know that congregate bunkhouse settings are one of 
the largest contributions to the rise of the pandemic 
around the farm worker population," Chris Ramsaroop of 
Justice for Migrant Workers told CBC News. 
And although farmers are frustrated with the effects of 
the restrictions, Ramsaroop says they are necessary to 
protect migrant workers. He called Tuesday's protest an 
event that was "against the interest of workers." 
"[The protest] is against protecting the well-being of 
workers ... this is about protecting the profit margins of 
employers," Ramsaroop said. 
But those farmers say the restrictions have tied their 
hands and created chaos in managing the quarantine of 
their workers. 
In a recent news release, the Farmers of Ontario's 
Garden said the new rules leave employers of temporary 
foreign workers "on their own as far as getting the 
workers to their places of quarantine" and "limiting the 
number of workers who may travel together to 
quarantine cohorts." 
Farmers and the health unit have been engaged in a year-
long battle over the health authorities' migrant worker 
bunkhouse order. 
More migrant workers are expected to begin arriving for 
this year's farming season on April 1.  

C e l e b r a t i n g  2 5  y e a r s  w i t h  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t o r s !  

 



At the protest, Schonberger said employers are 
concerned about their workers.  
"Without our workers, we can't produce the food 
Canadians need," he said. But he wonders why the 
restrictions in Norfolk specifically are so strict. 
Temporary foreign workers more at risk for COVID-19, 
health official says 
Dr. Shanker Nesathurai, Haldimand-Norfolk's medical 
officer of health, has defended the COVID-19 protocols in 
place. 
"If we didn't act right away, we'd have more farms 
impacted, more workers affected, potentially more 
people getting sick," Dr. Nesathurai told CBC News. 
In a Monday press conference, he said his overall goal is 
to keep the community safe, adding that everyone has 
been affected by pandemic restrictions. 
He also pointed out that migrant workers are more at-risk 
of contracting the coronavirus than the overall general 
population.   
"There are 600 bunkhouses in this health district. In this 
health district we have more migrant farm workers per 
capita than any other district in the province, and in 
absolute terms we're number two only to Windsor," he 
said. 
"Those other districts, which have larger populations, like 
Windsor, are much larger from a staffing point-of-view. So 
not only do we have a greater challenge from using our 
resources at the health district, we also have less people 
who work at the public health service to manage this." 
JP Gural also attended Tuesday's protest. He usually hires 
three temporary foreign workers to assist him on his 
farm. Last year due to the restrictions, the workers he 
hired arrived from Mexico after a three-month delay. 
"That three months almost completely destroyed my 
business," he told CBC News. 

With files from Makda Ghebreslassie 
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Milestone Birthdays (2020) 

 Jim Schott, 75th  on January 2 
Evelyn Oakes, 90th  on January 31 
Howard Goode, 85th  on March 8 
Jean Locnikar, 75th  on March 27 
George Dick, 75th  on April 9 
Sandy Gedye, 75th  on April 10 
Vera Overbaugh, 95th  on April 17 
Diane Wotten, 75th  on April 29 
Bruce McCann, 80th  on May 25 
Doug Gundry, 85th  on May 29 
Ann Voegtle, 75th  on April 1 
Harold Jarvis, 90th  on June 7 
Marie Wippel, 80th  on June 19 
Jim Cruise, 95th  on June 26 
Oni MacLachlan, 85th  on June 26 
Larry Stanley, 75th , on June 26 
Gary Cooper, 80th  on June 28 
June Miller, 85th  on June 30 
Bertha VanGroningen, 90th  on July 23 
Norah (Leece)Moore, 100th  on August 2 
Irwin Wippel, 85th  on August 9 
Donna Cowan, 80th  on September 13 
Helen Colombus, 95th  on September 27 
Larrayne Trembley, 80th  on October 1 
Ruth Clayton, 85th  on October 4 
Frances Kunkel, 80th  on October 25 
Jane Turncliffe, 80th  on November 12 
Lynne Bradstreet, 75th  on December 2 
Madaline Wilson, 80th  on December 17 

 
  
Celebrated Birthdays over 90 

 Myrtle Smith, 94th  on April 28 
Betty Bosma, 97th  on May 12 
Muriel Millar, 93rd  on May 21 
Joan Taylor, 92nd  on May 24 
Cliff Whitehead, 91st  on July 5 
Violet Monroe, 98th  on November 17 
Geraldine Shaw, 91st  on November 24 
Frances Smith, 91st  on November 25 
Lois Cronmillar, 91st  on December 7 
Joan Stewart, 91st  on December 8 
Marion Sherman, 91st  on December 20 
Frances Voigt, 91st  on December 29 

C e l e b r a t i n g  2 5  y e a r s  w i t h  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t o r s !  
continued from previous page ...  

 



Vittoria and District Foundation Inc. 
helping to revise Conservation Education 
Exhibition Revitalization at Long Point 
Region Conservation Authority      (Feb 2020) 

The goal of the redeveloped exhibit is to foster an 
understanding and awareness of the unique Long Point 
region watershed and inspire visitors to engage in and 
support conservation in their daily lives.  

Through a variety of displays and interactive elements, visitors will explore the rare ecological features of the watershed 
and the human impact on the environment.  
The Vittoria and District Foundation Inc. has donated $10,000 from funds allocated for environmental use.   
Photos:  At the left, Tom Haskett, V&DFI President, is presenting Long Point Region Conservation Authority 
representatives with our contribution. 
At the right, Gerry Pullin, executor of the Harold and Marjorie Garton estate, offers comments and thanks. 
Below, attendees from our meeting tour the existing facility while Brandon Good, Park Supervisor, explained how the 
exhibits have been and will be improved with this project. 

Milestone Anniversaries  
(2021) 
Armin and Frances Kunkel, 60th  on April 26 
John and Ruth Clayton, 65th  on May 14 
Fred and Rose Ludwig, 60th  on May 14 
Doug and Carol Smith, 60th  on July 23 
Randy and Deb Pressey, 45th  on September 20 
Jim and Irene Simmons, 55th  on October 9 
Neil and Mary Rutherford, 50th  on October 17 
John and Charlotte Donaldson, 65th  on October 22 
Tim and Marianne Lindsay, 45th  on November 19 
James and Brenda Christison, 40th  on November 29 

Anniversaries beyond 60 yrs 
(2021) 
Walter and Eleanor Cole, 61st  on January 31 
Neal and Faye Snow, 68th  on June 7 
Ken and Joanne Smith, 68th  on August 9 
Irwin and Marie Wippel, 61st  on September 4 
Verne and Jeanette Robertson, 63rd  on September 28 
Nick and Sandra VanGroningen, 61st  on October 3 
Doug and Jackie Chadwick, 61st  on October 10 
Keith and Joan Johnstone, 62nd  on November 8 
Stacey and Doris Dutton, 63rd  on November 9 
John and Shirley Luke, 69th  on November 10 
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Bailey Fort, 2004 

S c h o l a r s h i p  w i n n e r s  1 9 9 7  -  2 0 1 9  

Pa r t  o f  o u r  l e g a c y  

Jordi Hepburn, 2001 

Jonah Morris, 2019 

Katie Wever, 2010 

The Vittoria & District Foundation Scholarship was initiated by the Heritage 
Committee of the V&DFI, to recognize scholastic and extra-curricular 
achievement and to provide financial assistance to young people of Vittoria 
and the surrounding district, entering their first year of post-secondary 
education.  The intent of the Scholarship hasn’t changed in 25 years, some 
things have.  The scholarship was renamed The Roger Cruickshank 
Scholarship, in honour of our Godfather.   Committee members have 
included Dr. Raymond Danley, Marian Bezzo and Jim Wies, and the selection 
committee now includes Don Fort, Linda Vancso and Mary Caughill.  We 
have also increased the amount awarded.   

Brett Moffit, 2016 
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To date, this scholarship has been won by: 
Ernie Beckett, Normandale (1997) ,  
Stephen Sloot, Port Ryerse (1998),   
Rebecca Boerkamp, RR2 Simcoe (1999),  
Jordan (Jordi) Hepburn, Vittoria area (2001),  
Evan Ardiel, Normandale (2002) 
Harley Haskett (2003),  
Bailey Fort, Vittoria (2004),  
Cassandra (Cassie) Wever, RR3 Langton, (2005),  
Kate Van Paemel, RR1 Vittoria, (2006),  
Dillon Bradshaw (2007),  
Amanda DeLeeBeeck (2008), 
Riley Brady (2009),  
Katie Wever, Silver Hill, (2010),  
Abbey McGuire, Vittoria (2011),  
Jade Barker, Vittoria area (2012),   
Dan Winter, Vittoria (2013),  
Erika Aelterman, Vittoria District (2014),  
Claire Laevens, Vittoria District (2015),  
Brett Moffit, Turkey Point (2016),  
Abi Peck, Vittoria area (2017),  
Jonah Morris, Vittoria (2019) 



Cassie Wever (2005) 

Abi Peck, 2017 

Essay notes …  
The advantages of growing up in a rural area in Ontario. 
What time in history would you like to live in and why? 
Protect Paradise (Turkey Point) 
The biggest impact. 
A voyage that never ends. 
Life’s twists and turns. 
Hidden passions. 
My obstacle. 
The greatest influence. 
Creating positive environments for children. 

Harley Haskett, 2003 

Claire Laevens, (2015) 

Dan Winter, 2013 

Kate Van Paemel, 2006 
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Jade Barker, 2012 

 



M o r e  S c h o l a r s h i p  w i n n e r s  t h r o u g h  2 5  y e a r s  …  

If you are one of these interesting individuals, please drop us a line and let us know “where you are now”.     

Dillon Bradshaw, 2007 

Abbey McGuire, 2011 

Erika Aelterman, 2014 

Claire Laevens, (2015) 

Amanda DeLeebeeck, 2008 

Where are  they now?  
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Our first ‘annual’ auction, two years after our amazingly successful Bicentennial auction ... was in 1998. 
Viewing was at 5:30pm, tickets were $10.  Auction items included carvings, paintings and prints, country BBQ for 8 and 
so much more!   We had high hopes after our success with the Bicentennial Auction because of many unique items 
including Karen Kain's ballet slippers, and Tom Haskett's antique store desk. 
We surpassed our expectations, so we did it again the next year, and the next, and now we’ve been doing this for 25 
years!!   
Some things change - we now open the doors at 4pm for viewing, and tickets are $20.  But our auctioneers are just as 
entertaining, the food is just as delicious and the items up for auction are just as varied and unique as ever.   And as the 
incredible ongoing generosity of our donors and guests continues , they (you) are the reason we keep hosting this 
auction.   All proceeds from this annual fundraiser are earmarked for a variety of charitable activities which The Vittoria 
& District Foundation undertakes or supports. 
 

What’s been your favourite item?  How many raffle or door prizes have you won?  How many friends do you catch up 
with each year?  Can you hear them now..... RAAAAAFLE TICKETS!!?? 
 

Please enjoy this scrapbook of some of our favourite memories... feel free to send us some of your own memories, we’d 
love to share. 

V&DFI Spaghetti Supper and Auctions 

comments through the years .... 
“Vittoria Boosters Chairman Tom Haskett and his 
sidekick Gary Cooper entertained the audience by 
auctioning off one item, a mystery box donated by the 
Vittoria Mafia. Although they managed to get $300 for 
the mystery box, the consensus was that Tom and Gary 
do not pose any immediate job threat to Lyle Smith and 
Tom Waldick. However, the dynamic duo promised to 
keep practicing their routine and return next year to 
show how much better they’ve become.” 

C e l e b r a t i n g  2 5  y e a r s  w i t h  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t o r s !  
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I have to tell you this [sundial, owl, crane, eagle] was 
something to behold ... the sheer craftsmanship involved, 
the beauty; the statement that piece of art made was 
beyond anything else in the auction.    
Words cannot do it justice.               Great work Alec! 
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comments through the years .... 
“It was another tremendous team effort!” said Tom Haskett, 
Chair of the Foundation’s Boosters Committee. “I have worked 
on a large number of committees, but I believe this 
Foundation is the most active, responsive and committed 
committee I’ve ever served on. The key ingredient is - we’re all 
working for the common good and we have fun doing it. We 
create an atmosphere where people can spend money and 
feel good about it.  We always try to give our customers their money’s worth.  “We delegate responsibility to 
volunteers who co-ordinate various segments of our event. They do an outstanding job!  They enlist more volunteers 
to help them. The whole community comes together to help make it work.” 
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Year in, year out, Vittoria flexes its muscle. 
As Vittoria and District Foundation chair Gary Cooper looks over 
at the crowd, he can’t help but be proud of everyone in the tiny 
village.  “Every year, it’s overwhelming,” Gary Cooper. “You 
always ask if it can sustain itself at this magnitude. And it does,” 
he said.  “Everything that is auctioned or raffled off is donated by 
the community.  We have something for everyone.”  And the 
people of Vittoria come out in force every year.  “We’ve been so 
fortunate,” Gary said. “None of this could take place without the 
community supporting it, and the contributors.  
 Without them, this wouldn’t happen.” 
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From 2009 - You may 
write your own 
caption for this 
photo. Are Warren, 
Gary and Lyle hanging 
their heads in shame 
as Tom scolds them? 
They look like they 
may have been 
caught with their 
hands in the cookie 
jar. Or is Tom leading 
them in prayer?  

24 

C e l e b r a t i n g  2 5  y e a r s  w i t h  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t o r s !  

 



Since its creation in 1997, The Vittoria & District Foundation (V&DF), often 
assisted by its Vittoria service club partners in “The Magnificent Seven” (the 
Thompson Memorial Park Committee, the Vittoria Firefighters Association, the 
Vittoria Lamport Club, the Vittoria Lioness, the Vittoria Lions Club, and the Vittoria 
Women’s Institute) has raised and contributed more than $600,000 to assist with 
a variety of charitable projects which would enhance the quality of life for 
residents of Vittoria and the surrounding district. Our beneficiaries have included 
the following:  Norfolk County Facilities and programs (Vittoria Town Hall; Vittoria 
& District Community Centre; Port Dover Harbour Museum; Delhi Spray Park; 
Simcoe Soccer Park, Norfolk Music Arts Festival, Ag Awareness at Norfolk County 
Fair, etc.); Norfolk General Hospital (Emergency Room and Diagnostic Imaging 
Expansion, CT Scanner, Digital Mammography Equipment, Critical Care Ultrasound, 
etc.); Youth, Women’s and Seniors projects; Scholarships and School Projects; and 
miscellaneous other Charitable Activities (including Heritage, Social, Cultural, 
Health and Environmental projects, etc.).  
 Please remember –  anyone can donate  –  even you! 
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There are no reserve bids on the auction items, 
and everything is sold to the highest bidder. The 
items donated traditionally include antiques; art; 
carvings; new clothing; collectables; food; gift 
certificates; handicrafts; historical memorabilia; 
household items; metalwork; services; special 
interest; sports; woodcrafts; the notorious 
“MAFIA mystery box” donated by the Vittoria 
MAFIA; and other miscellaneous items of 
interest.   There are usually 75+ Live Auction 
items, 100+ Silent Auction items, and 100+ Draw 
or Door prizes available. 

- adapted from an article by Jeff Tribe in the Norfolk News 

A lone wolf’s haunting howl, the first few notes of the bridal march or the pervasive persistence of the ‘two whole 
beef patties’ jingle: instantly and almost-universally recognizable aural icons.  And of course, if you hail from the 
Vittoria area, there’s also Gary Cooper’s ‘R-a-a-a-f-f-f-le tickets’ gregarious growl, an equally-distinctive fixture at the 
annual community foundation spaghetti dinner and auction.   “The volume is definitely there”, says Joan Norman, ... 
“but the back-end heartiness is at least equally important”, says its creator.  “It’s a volume growl,” explained the 
Vittoria & District Foundation (VDF) chair, who claims no copyright, and is reputedly happy to share his expertise.  
“He’s trained a few,” says VDF vice-chair Tom Haskett. “So there’s more to him than that growl – he’s just the best.”  
Gary’s may be the single most distinctive voice, but Vittoria’s ‘World Famous Spaghetti Dinner & Auction’ comes 
about as the result of a unified chorus of community support, both in terms of attendance and donations. 

The notorious Vittoria MAFIA mystery treasure box is an ever- 
popular Live Auction item. Over the past 20+ years, it has brought  
        in in the neighbourhood of $8,000.      Priceless! 
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printed in the Booster fall 1999 Contributed by Jim Wies (edited for this look back) 

The View From Here 
On a recent autumn day, when the woodlands were still bedecked in their fall colours, my friend Charlotte Browne 
Boerkamp and I took to the skies for a superb airplane ride over Vittoria and environs. The very capable pilot was 
Roger Cruickshank Jr., an expert pilot who had generously donated this flight in 1996 as one of the items at the ... 
Auction. ... I made arrangements with Roger. Charlotte and I met Roger at the airstrip near Windham Centre ... and 
we were 1,300 feet in the air by 9:15, along with the four cameras we had brought with us.  What a great thrill it 
was!  ... After doing a masterful job of circling the hamlet of Vittoria, giving ample opportunity to photograph 
practically every square inch of home-turf, Roger headed south towards the Point.  Just as the lakeshore came into 
view, the sun broke out between the clouds, as if on cue, to throw its rays in perfect fashion across the marshes, 
bringing the beautiful russets, bronzes and golds to life. These magnificent colours, along with the myriad of patterns 
and textures that the landscape renders from a birds' eye view, were very inspiring to Charlotte and me.  The flight 
included a pass over Port Ryerse, Normandale, Turkey Point, the marshes, the very tip of Long Point and its historic 
lighthouse and then on to Port Dover, as the aircraft followed its path back to its starting point. 
Flying on a small aircraft over our beautiful area is a most exciting and enlightening experience, giving one new 
respect and appreciation for how lucky we are to be part of such a beautiful area of southern Ontario.  

Community Potluck - Thanks Jim and Barb!  At The Vittoria & District Foundation’s 1999 Spaghetti Dinner and 
Auction, Jim and Barb Melville were the successful bidders for a rental of the Vittoria & District Community Centre.  
Jim and Barb did not have any particular use in mind for their rental when they bought it, but they put it to good 
use on November 11, 2000 when they invited everyone to join them for a Community Potluck Supper.   About 70 
friends attended, and enjoyed a feast of good food and a few hours of good fellowship. 

Post-Auction experiences 

On Saturday, May 13, 2006, a wagon-load of tourists enjoyed the Blossom Time Tour, compliments of “The 
Vittoria Connection” – C&L Stenclik, Kernal Peanuts, and the Cider Keg. Is Uncle Tom really taking up a collection 
from the tourists? 
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Mother of all Extravaganzas 
Saturday, May 19 2007  was a beautiful day.  The Celebrity Chefs 
(The Two Fairly Fat Guys) set the tables dramatically with the finest 
china, silverware and crystal. The bar was stocked and the larder 
was full. They and their wait staff were ready to welcome the 
guests of honour.   
The incredibly delicious five-course dinner went smoothly, and 
everyone was having a great time. ... [fill in your own story here] 
At the 9-1-1 call centre, the phones started ringing off the wall, and 
when the dust settled, two anonymous callers had come forward 
to inform authorities that they had witnessed a fiery UFO, which 
appeared to have been the victim of a hit by one of the rockets, 
descending speedily but erratically somewhere west of the Village. 

“Mystery” Blossom Tour 
Due to an early spring, we missed the 
blossoms, but 24 people were treated 
to a “Mystery Tour” on Saturday, June 
2, 2012.   
A great was time was had by all and 
the memories of the passionate and 
dedicated efforts of these local 
Vittoria farmers to provide quality 
agricultural and horticultural products 
for local and international use will 
long be remembered by those guests. 
Special thanks to Tom and Gary and 
Ernie for their hospitality and for all 
their efforts and assistance to make 
this event such a success. 
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1998 - Best friends Jessica 
Jones and Nicole Banfield 
are going to perform as 
Cannon Dolls in the National 
Ballet of Canada ‘s “The 
Nutcracker” at Toronto's 
Hummingbird Centre in 
December. 

The centrepiece item of several of our live auctions was the “Opportunity for 2 to perform as Cannon Dolls in one 
performance of The Nutcracker with the National Ballet at the Hummingbird Theatre in Toronto”.   
This item was donated by James Kudelka, Artistic Director of the National Ballet of Canada.  

Opportunity for 2 to perform as Cannon Dolls in one performance of The Nutcracker with the 

National Ballet at the Hummingbird Theatre in Toronto 

1999 - Celebrity Cannon Dolls Hugh McArthur 
and Shirley Roberts pose with the Sugar Plum 
Fairy (Martine Lamy, one of the principal dancers 
of the National Ballet of Canada) just after their 
appearance in ”The Nutcracker” at the 
Hummingbird Centre. 

2000 - Cannon Dolls Nancy Racz and Marsha 
Alway had a blast performing in the Nutcracker 
in December. Here they pose with Greta 
Hodgkinson who portrayed the Sugar Plum Fairy. 

2003 - Leanne DeCarolis (left) and Miranda Porr 
appeared in the National Ballet’s production of 
the Nutcracker in December. 

Stephanie Varey and Caiti Gekiere display 
their ballet slippers, autographed by Karen 
Kain and Sonia Rodrigues as well as other 
souvenirs from their performance as Cannon 
Dolls in The Nutcracker last December. 
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Ron B. Brock, 59, on May 30 
Everett K. Lampman, 81, on June 8 
David Snow, 84, on June 4 
Kelly Jennings, 55, on June 17 
Lewis Allen Haskett, 65, on June 24 
Mark W. West, 60, on July 2 
John (Jack) Backus, 68, on July 13 
Sharon (Cole) Gunton, on July 13 
Shirley Mae Parrington, 80, on July 29 
Albert Lambert, 88, on August 2 
Ronald Judd, 92, on August 12 
Erika Roxburgh, 82, on August 18 
Peter Van Paassen, on August 27 
Gary Moses, 61, on September 3 
Harold Jarvis, 90, on September 23 
Richard M. Winters, 57, on September 23 
Betty (Kerry) Egerde, 86, on October 7 
Rudy Solomon, on October 19 
Elizabeth(Jane Cooper)Gagne,70, on October 24 
John Wells, 76, on October 27 
Margaret McKenzie, 84, on November 29 
Lea Cronk, 79, on December 6 

Memoriam (2020) 

Ethel Dobias, 94, on January 10  
Tillie Wright, 97, on January 27 
Marian Macaulay, 94, on February 15 
Rick Giles, 64, on February 7 
Mary Ellen Moore, 85, on February 20 
Anne Webb, 104, on February 20 
Yvonne Crandall, 78, on February 28 
Betty Brunton, 92, on March 17 
Elizabeth Price, 86, on March 21 
Emilia (Emily) DeCarolis, 88, on March 18 
Linda Marie Adcock, 72, on April 3 
Donald C. Crandall, 83, on April 7 
Wade Brown, 67, on April 11 
Beverly “Bev” Swick, 85, on April 15 
Robert T.C. Pope, 81, on April 17 
Anne Burnett, 97, on April 18 
Mark D. Smith, 67, on April 30 
Ella Mae Scarrett 92, on May 1 
Theresa R. Speller, 60, on May 15 
Gail Marr, 81, on May 29 

2010 -  
Volunteer Potluck Recognition 
The volunteer potluck party took 
place both inside the Town Hall and 
outside in Lamport Memorial Park in 
honour of the many Foundation 
volunteers. 
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